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tlitf wells and springs are secret treasure of the desert 1 ; and the 
pilgrim of Mecca,* after^nan^a.dry and sultry march, is disgustecLby 
the taste of the" waters, which l^ave rolled over a bed of ^ulpliur o # r lilt. 
Such is the general and genujlfrfticture of the climate of Arabia. J'he 
, experience of evil, enh\i<^nhe value of any local or partfal enjoyments. 
If slmdy prove, a green pasftire r a stream of fresh water, arj sufficient 
tSfcittract a colony of sedentary Arabs to the fortunate spots whic^can 
afford food and refreshment to themselves and their cattle, and wfcicb 
encourage their industry in the culti^flion of the palm-tree and # thc 
*ine. The high lands that border on the Indian mcan«are ex- 
tinguished by their superior plenty of wood and water : the air is move 
temperate, the fruits are more delicious, tfee anithals and the human 
race more numerous ; the fertility of the soil invites and rewards the 
toil of the husbandman ; and the peculiar gifts of frankincense anc 
coffee have attracted in different ages* the me. chants of tffc world, 
I fit be compared with the rest of the peninsula, this sequestered re 
gion niaj truly deserve the appellation of the happy : and thc^splcndic 
colouring of fancy aifd fiction has been suggested J>y contrast an* 
countenanced by distance. It was fdt this earthly paradise tha 
nature had reserved her choicest favours and her most curious work- 
manship : the incompatible blessings of luAiry and innocence were 
ascribed to the natives : the soil was impregnated with gold apd £<hns 
and both* the land and sea*vere taught to exhale the odours of aroma 
tie sweeffe! This division of the sandy , the stony, and the happy , sc 
familiar to the Greeks and Latins, is unknown to the* Arabians them 
selves ; and it is singular enough, that a country whose language anc 
inhabitants have ever been the same, should scarcely jetain a vestige 
of jts ancient geography. The maritime districts of Bahrein anc 
Oman are ojJposite to the realm of Persia. The kingdom of Yana 
displays the limits, or the situation, of Arabia Foelix : the name o 
Neged is extended over the inland space ; and the birth of Mahomc 
has illustrated the province of Hejag along the coast of the Rad Sea. 

, The mtftsure of population^ regulated by the means of subsistence 
and the inljjLbitants of this vast peninsula might be ^utmumberod b; 
the subjects of a fertile an® industrious province. Along the $hoi%s o 
thf Persian Oulf, ofthe ocean, and #ven of the Sea, the Icthyophagi 
or fishfeater$, <5pntinued to wander in quest of fiiein precarious food 
ln : ,t^ts;prin^4ivV and abjept state, whu% ill desenC^ the name o 
soeieiyi the hrnnaft brute, without arts or laws, almost without sense o 
language^ U poorly dtsthiguisllbd frdki the rest of the animal creation 
Generatiotis ah.4 ajSfip' -might roll awa^^h sileftt obliyioV and the help 
Jess savage was restrained from multiplying his race, by the wants am 
pursuits which confined his existence to the narrow margin of the sea 
coast; \ But in hh early period of antiquity the great; body of the Arab 

f in tho 30 day v or stations, between Cairo and Mecca* vs are destitute of good water. 
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had emerged from this scene 'of misery ; slid as the naked wilderness 
cojld not maintain a people of hunters, ihey m>se at* once to the more 
secure and plentiful condition of th^ pastoral life. The same life is * 
uniformly pursued by the roving tribes 6$ihe dpsert, and in the •por- 
trait of the modern Bedouins , we may traar&ie 'features of their ances-* 
tors, wliOjtin the age of Moses or Mahomet, dwelt under similar IcnTs, 
and Conducted their horses, and camels, and sheep, to the same spri/-.;s 
ancTthc same pastures. * T)uf joil is lessened, and o\ir wealth is in- 
cronscd, by our dominion over the useful animals ; and the Arabian 
stoephcrtl hacT acquired the absolute possession of a faithful friend ailtl 
a laborious slave. ^Arabia, in the opinion of the naturalist, is the 
genuine and original country of the horse : the climate most propitious, 
'^not indeed to the size, but to the spirit and swiftness, of that generous 
animal.. The merit of the Il*trb, the Spanish, and the English breed, 
is derived from a mixture of Arabian Ijlood ; the Bedouins preserve, 
with superstitious care, the honours and memory of the purest race. 
The males are sold at a high price, but the females are seldom alien- 
*ated ; and the <birth of a notjje foal was esteemed, among the tribes, as 
a subject of joy and mutual congratulation/ These horses arc»cdu- 
cated in the tents, airing the children of the i£ratfe, with a tender « 
fapijliarity, which trains thorn in the habits of gentleness and attach- 
ment. «Thcy are accustomed onl^f to walk and to gallop : their sensa- 
tions are not blunted by the incessant abu§e of the spur arwl^he whip 
their powers a^c reserved for the moments of flight and pursuit ; but 
no sooner do they feel the touch of the hand or the stirrup, than they 
dart away with the swiftness of the wind j and if their friend be dis- 
mounted in the rapid career, they instantly stop till he has recovered 
his seat. In the sands of Africa and Arabia, the carnal is a sacred 
and precious gift That strong and patient beast of burthen can per- 
form, without eating or drinking, a journey of several days ; and a 
reservoir of fresh water is preserved in a large bag, a fifth stomach of 
the animal, whose body is imprinted with the marks of servitude : the 
larger breed is capable of transporting a weight of a thousand pounds ; 
argi the dromedary, of a lighter and mor p active frames outstrips the 
fleetest courser in the race. Ali^je or dead, almesfcevery part of the 
Camel is serviceable tft nlan ; her milk is plentiful and nutritious * the 
young and flesh has the taste of veal : a valuable salt is extracted 
, from the urine i the* diuift supplies the 'deficiency of fuel ; , and the 1 
Tong hair, which falls each year^nd renewed, las Coarsely manufac* 
tured into the garment^ the f^rjtiture, and the tents, of ' the BedoititiSi 
In, the rainy Seasons they consume the, rare &rid insufficient herbage 
of the desert ; during the heats of summer and the scarcity Of winffer, 
they remove their encampments to the sea-coast, the hills )bt Yemc% 
or the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and have often ektotted* the 
dangenJUs license of visiting the banks of the Nile, smo 4 'Villages of 
Syria and Palestine. The fife, of a'^andetfpgiA^ab if a life of danger 



6 • " TlfB EMIR- OF ARABIA.— T^E CVMIZEN OF EUROPE. 

and distress ; and though sine times, by rapine or exchange, lie may 
appropriate the fruks of i^clust^y,.a private citizen in Europe is in the 
'•possession of more solid and pleasing luxury than the groudest ciAir, 
who inarches in the held at the head of 10,000 horse. , 

* Yet an essential dilfer^ce may be found between 4 he hordes of 
Sdytltfa and the Arabian tritfes, since many of the latter were collected 
int$ towns, and employed in the labours of trade and agriculture^ A 
part of their time and industry wSs still devoted to the - \anagcmcnv of 
their Cattle : they mingled, in peace ai?d war, with their brethren^ of 
the desert ; and the Bedouins derived from their usef. 1 intercourse, 
some supply of their wants, and some rudiments of art and knowledge. 
Among the 42 cities of Arabia, enumerated by *Abulfcda, the most 
ancient and populou ; were situate in the happy Yemen : the lowers oft 
Saana, and the nu&vellous reservoir of Merab, were constructed by 
the kings of the Homerites ; tnat their profane lus'lre was eclipsed by 
the prophetic glories of Medina* and MrffccA, near the Red Sea, and ' 
at the distance from each other of 270 miles. The last of these holy 
places was known to the Greeks under the name of M a cor aba ; and the 
termination of the word fcs expressive of it's greatness, which has not 
, indeed, in the mts t flourishing period, exceeded the size and populous- 
ness of Marseilles. Some latent motive,- perhaps of superstition, must 
have impelled the founders, in the choice of a jnost unpromising srtiVa- 
,tion. Th^y erected their habitations of mud or stone, in a plain about 
two miles' long and one mile broad, at the foot of three barren moun- 
tains ; the soil is a rock ; the water even of the holy weft of Zemzctn is 
bitter or brackish ; the pastures are remote from the city ; and grapes 
are transported above 70 miles from the gardens of Tay^f. The. fame 
and spirit of the Xoreishites, who reigned in Mecca, were conspicuous 
ampng the Arabian tribes ; but their ungrateful soil refused the labours 
of agriculture, and their position was favourable to the enterprises of 
trade. By the sea-port of Gedda, at the distance only of 40 miles, 
they m*int|ined # an easy correspondence with Abyssinia ; and that 
Christian kmgdom afforded the first refuge to the disciples of Mahomet. 
The |reasure%of Africa were convjycd over the peninsula to Gcnrlia 
or U^tif,,ih ,thepipvipce of Bahrein, a city built, as it is said, of r6bk 
sultry :the Chaldean exiles : andfrAn thenc#, vgitj? the native pearls 
pf the Gulf, they were floated on rafts t<P the jflouth of the , 

Euphrates.- is ..placed almost at ai*equ$I distame, a month's 
journey^ between Yieh^eh on the right, and Syria on the left hand. The 
former was tW w*nt^ slln^mer, station of her ewmvmis'; 

and their seaSbnaitile arrival relieved till ships ot India frW th^ tMiohs, 
and troublesome navigation of the Red Sea. In the marketi .ojf^Saana 

^ The distances from W tefcWejf by if a 
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and MerabJ in the harbours of Oman an®. Aden, the camels of ttye 
Koi^pishites were laden with a precious cargo % of aromatics ; a supply 
of c«m and manufactures was purchased in the fairs ‘of Bostra and < 
Damascus; the lucrative exchange diffused plenty and riches inj:he 
1 streets of Mecclt ; and the noblest of her sdfcs united the love of arms « 
with the profession of merchandise. * • • 

Thg perpetual independence of the Arabs l*is been the theme pi 
praise among Grangers n*d natives f and the acts of controversy 
trangform this singular event infb a prophecy and a miracle, in favour 
of the. posterity of Ishmacl. Some exceptions, that can neither bo* 
dissembled nor eluded, render this mode of reasoning as indiscreet as 
it is superfluous : the" kingdom of Yemen has been successively sub- 
dued by the Abyssinians, the Persians, the sultans of Egypt, and the 
Turks ; the holy cities of Mecca and Medina have*repeatedly bowed 
under a "Scythian t) rant ; ancl the RoJfean province of Arabia em- 
braced the peculiar wildcrnesS in which Ishmael and his sons must 
have pitched their tents in the face of their brethren. Yet these excep- 
tions are temporary or local ; the body of the iVition has escaped the 
yoke of the most powerful lftonarchies ; the Aims of Sesostris and 
Cyrus, of Pompey and Trajan, could never achieve the conquest of 
Arabia ; the present sovereign of the Turks may exercise a shadow of 
juri&Rctipn, but his pridf is reduced to solicit the friendship of a 
people, whom it is dangerous to provoke and fruitless to att^dk. TTic 
obvious causes of their freedom arc inscribed on the character and 
country of the "Arabs. Many ages before Mahomet, their intrepid 
valour had been severely felt by their neighbours in offensive and de- 
fensive war. Tjie patient and active virtues of a, soldier are insensibly 
nursed in the habits ancl discipline of a pastoral life, The cave ofjhe 
sheep and camels is abandoned to the women of the tftbc ; but the 
martial ybutli, under the banner of the emir, is ever on horseback and 
in the field, to practise the exercise of the bow, the javelin, and the 
scymc tear. The long memory of© their ^independence ^is the firmest 
pledge of its perpetuity, and succeeding generations are animated to 
prove their descant and to maintain t^eir inheritance. Thgir domestic 
feutft arc suspended on the approach of a conupjgn ^nemy ; and in 
their last hostilities ^gpiwst the Tlirks, the, caravan of Mecca u*as 
attacked and ^riUagdtl by 80,000 of the confederates. When they 
advance to battle, tlie fyope^f victory is in the front ; in the ; roar^lthc 
as^uraqce of drfetreat. Their horses and camels, who in 8 or todays 
ban perform a mar^h, of 400 oj too miles, disappear before the . con- 
querdr l ihe seeret wat ers of the ’desert elude his search ;j and his, vic- 
torious troops are consumed with thirst, hunger, and fnbgue>ia;tl*e 
„ pursuit of an invisible foe* who scorns his effort^, and mfyly reposes* 
in^he'heart of the burning solitude* , The arms and mt&fr .of Jjbe 
\ Bedoitinsiare not only the safeguards of their own freedp% but the 
barriers also of thch&ppy Arabia, whose inhabitant^, remoti from war, 
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are enervated by the luxury of the soil and climate. Thc^ legions of 
Augustus melted away* in disease and lassitude $ and it is onJy&y a 
r naval power that the reduction of Yemen has b*en successfully 
attempted. When Mahomet erected his holy standa^, that kingdom e 
was a province of the Persian empire ; yet seven princes of the Ho- 
inefites still reigned in the mountains ; and the vicegcrentcof Chosrocs 
was tempted to forget*nis distant country and his unfortunate Piaster. 
The historians ofthc age of Justiniap°repVesent the^stale of the' inde- 
pendent Arabs, who were divided by interest or affection in the' long 
6 quarrel of the East : the tribe of Gassan was allowed to eneftmp on 
<hc Syrian territory : the princes of Him werp permitted to fonn a 
.city about 40 miles to the southward of the ruins of Babylon. Their 
service in the held was speedy and vigorous ; but their friendship was 
venal, their faith inconstant, their enmity capricious : it war. an easier 
task to excite than to disarm these rqving Barbarians ; and, in the 
familiar intercourse of war, they learned to see, and to despise, the 
splendid weakness both of Rome and of Persia. From Mc'fcca to the 
Euphrates, the Arabian tribes were confounded by the Greeks add 
Latins, under the general appellation of Saracens,* a name which 
every Christian mouth has been taught to pronounce with terror. 

The slaves of domestic tyranny may mainly exult in their national 
independence ; but the Arab is personally freec ; and he enjoys in some 
degree, c ‘tbe benefits of society, without forfeiting the prerogatives of 
nature. In every tribe, superstition, or gratitude, # or fortune, bus 
exalted a particular family above the heads of their equals. The 
dignities of sheich and emir invariably descend in this chosen race ; 
but the order of succession is loose arid precarious*; and the most 
worthy or aged of the noble kinsmen are preferred to the simple, 
though important, office of composing disputes by their advice, and 
guiding valour by their example. Even a female of sense and spirit 
has been permitted to command the countrymen of Zenotyja. The 
momentary junction of several tribfes produces an army ; their more 
lasting union constitutes a nation ; and the supreme chief, the emir of 
emirs, whore banner is displayed at their head, maj deserve, ip the 
eyes pf strangers* the honours of the kingly name. |f the Arabian 
payees, abuse their power, they are quickly punished by the desertion 
of their sheets, . who had been accustomed to* a l and parental 
jurisdiction. Their; spirit is free, their steps are uncorifincd, the -desert 
. Is oper and the fnt>es and fagiiiies^are held together by a mutual ahd 
voluntary compact The softer nati^q? of Yemen supported pomp 
and majesty p| a; monarch ; but if he could not leave hft pajaries Without 
‘ endangering hw life, the active powers of goyemruent must have been 
* devolved on hb. nobles and magistrates, 4 The drips of htepca and 

ig/flienamc which, nM by frtotemy and limy in a Wo confined, by Amroiarttis tmd IW 
a ten derived, 1 ridieuk>w?bv tbe wity of Atyiham, 

«weu«sly from the vilia^e f>£ (urta Hb/faWW**- The WfreAftttai cannot therefore 

ajindeto any sut/iwW oUdritttor and, since it was imposed by 'sWuiWrs, *t Ifttod be found. 
Wt hMii* Arabic, but in a for&gfi lahff«a£e. - \ ' - • " « ^ 
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Medina present, in the heart of Asia, the form, or rather the substance* 
Of if commonwealth. The grandfather of Mahomet, and his lineal 
ancestors, appear in foreign and domestic transactions as the princes of 
j>theif country ; tout they reigned, like Pericles at Athens, or the Medici 
atTlorencc, by the opinion of their wisdopi and integrity ; llicir in- 
fluence was^divlded with their patrimony 5 and the sceptre was trans- 
ferreeffrom the uncles of the prophet to a youifger branch of the tribe 
of Koreish. On solemn occasions they convened tlie assembly of the 
people ; and since mankind must be either compelled or persuaded to 
oba/, the use and reputation of oratory among the ancient Arabs is' 1 
the clearest evidence* of public freedom. But their simple frccdoni 
was of a very different cast 'from the nice and artificial machinery of 
the Greek and Roman republics, in which each member possessed an 
undivided share of the, civil and political rights of the community. In 
the more simple state of the Arabs, the nation is free, because each .of 
her sons disdains a 4 base submission to the will of a master. Ilis 
breast is "fortified with the austere virtues of qourage, patience, and 
sobriety ; the lotfe of independence prompts hi^r to exercise the habits 
of self-command ; and the fear of dishonour guards him from r the 
meaner apprehension of *pain, of danger, and of death". The gravity 
andi firmness of the mind is^conspicuous in his outward demeanour : 
his speech is slow, weighty, and concise, he is seldom provoked to 
laughter, his only gesture is that of stroking his beard, thcPvgnerable 
symbol of manhood ; and the sense of his own importance teaches 
him to accost his equals without levity, and his superiors without awe. 
The liberty of the Saracens survived their conquests : the first caliphs 
indulged the lA>ld and familiar language of their subjects : they* 
ascended the pulpit to persuade and edify the congregation : nor write it 
before the seat of empire was removed to the Tigris, that the Abbassidcs 
adopted the proud and pompous ceremonial of the Persian and By- 
zantine gourts. * 

In the study of nation.* and men, we «may observe the oaus<& that 
render them hostile or friendly lo each other, that tend to narrow or 
enlarge, to mollify or exasperate, the social character. Th« separation 
of the Arabs from the rest of mankind, has accusflbrr&d them to con- 
found the ideas of stjahgcr and enemy ; and the poverty of the laM 
has introducccV maxim of jurisprudence, which they believe and 
practise to the preset^ hour. They pretend, that in the division of 
the earth the rich and fertile clinmtefc were assigned to the other 
branches of the^hurimn family f sand that the posterity of the outlaw 
Ishfhaei might Recover, by fraud or force, the portion of inheritance of 
which he had been unjustly deprived. According td the remark of 
Plihy, the Arabian tribes ate equally addicted to theft 
disc : the caravans that traverse the desert are ransomed or pfllaged ; 
and their tieighboiirs* since the remote times of Job and S$sostHs, have 
beeh the victims of their rapacious spirit. **If a Bedouin discovers 
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^om afar a solitary traveller, be rides furiously ag tinst him, crying 
with a load voice, “ Uiglrcss tljysclf, thy aunt {my wife) is with^u a 
V garment.” A ready submission entitles him to nificy ; resistance 
vrijji provoke the aggressor, and ffis own blood must expiate the kloocl # 
which he presumes to shed in legitimate defence. A single robber. .or 
a few associates, arc branded with their genuine name ; but the exploits 
of a numerous band aniline the character of a lawful aiuf honourable 
war. The tempi/ of a pcopft, thus lanwed a gain H mankind was 
doubly inflamed by the domestic lictncc of rapine, muidcr, ai^l re- 
#vcn gC. In the constitution of Europe, the right of f^nce *ml w tr is 
p.ow confined to a small, and the actual exercise to a much s mallei, 
list of respectable potentates ; but each Aral), ftith impunity and re- 
nown, might point his javelin against the life of his countryman. The 
union of the nati(*n consisted only in a \aguc resemblance of language 
and manners; and in each community* the iui reliction of tlie nuigib* 
ti Ate was mute and impute A. Of the Time of ignorance which pre- 
ceded Mahomet, seventten hundred battles arc iccordcd by tradition : 
hostility was embittered with the rancour of civil fac^on ; and the r* s 
cilgl, in prose or verse,* of an obsolete ftud was sufficient to rekindle 
the same passion* among the descendants of the hostile tribes. In 
private life, every man, at least every family, % as the judge and avenger 
of its own cause. The nice stability of honour, which w/ngTil the 
insult rather than the injury, shed its deadly venom on the quail cU of 
the Arabs : the honour of their women, and of their hem (is, is most 
easily wounded ; an indecent action, a contemptuous tvord, can be ex- 
piated only by the blood of the offender; and suuh is their patient 
inveteracy, that they expect whole months and years # the oppoitimity 
of lcvengc. A fine or compensation for minder u familiar to the Bar- 
ba nans of efery age ; but in Arabia the kinsmen of the dead are at 
liberty to accept the atonement, or to exercise <\ilh their own hands 
the law of retaliation. The v lined malice of the Aiabs refuses even 
the h^nd of the murderer, substitutes an innocent to the guilt/ person, 
and tranffrs the penally to the best and most considerable of the race 
by whom tl^ey have been injui <*th If he kills by their hands, they arc 
exposed in the ig tup* to the danger of reprisals, the fnteiest and prin- 
cipal of the bloody debt are accumulated*; tju^ individuals of aithci 
family lead alife of malice and suspicion, ancKiftwy&rs may some- 
times before the account of vengeance l^e fimnly* settled. This 
sanguinary spirit, ignorant of pity or forgiveness, has been moderated, 
however, by the maxims of h<fhour,^hich require in every private en- 
counter ^ome decent equality of age and stiength, of numbers ml 
weapons. An annual festival of two, perhaps of four) months, was 
i observed by the Arabs before the time o? Mahomet, during which their 
swords were religiously sheathed, both in foreign and domestic hos* 
rimy ; and this partial truce is mom strondv expressive of *hc habits 
of anarchy and warfare^ 
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» But the spirit of rapine and revenge was attempered by the milder 
influe^iccof trade and literature. _ The solitary peninsula is cncom-* 
passed by the most civilized natioijs of the an? 5 cnt world : the mcr- * 
* 'chant f is the friedd of mankind : and ’the annual caravans imported 
fhe first seeds of knowledge and politeness into the cities, and even 
# the camps qf the desert Whatever may be the pedigree of the Arabs, • 
their language is derived from the same origina^ stock with the 11c- 
brew, #?e Syriac, ^4 .the Ch^lde^n tongaes ; the independence of the 
tribes was marked by their peculiar dialects ; blit each, after their 
own, allow#! a jy£t preference to the pure and perspicuous idiom of 
Mecch. In Arabia, as well as in Greece, the perfection of language ^ 
outstripped the refinement of planners ; ,and her speech could diversify * 
the 80 names of honey, the 200 of a serpent, the 500 of a lion, 1000 
of a sword, at a time when this copious dictionary was entrusted to 
the memory of an illiterate people. The monuments of the Homer- 
ites were* inscribed with an obsolete and ftiysterious character ; but 
the Cufie fetters, the ground-wortc of the present alphabet, wfr# in- 
veiled on the banjjs of the Euphrates ; and the recent invention was 
taught at Mecca by a stranger Who settled in that city after the birth 
of Mahoniet. The arts of grammar, of metre, and «of ^letoric, were 
unknown to the freeborn efoqucnce of the Arabians ; but their pene- 
tration t&s sharp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit sLrong and senten- 
tious, and* their more elaborate compositions were addressed with 
energy and effect to the minds of their hearers. The gefihte and 
merit of a rising pbet was celebrated by the applause of his own. and 
the kindred tribes., A solemn banquet was prepared, and a chorus 
of women, striking their tymbals, and displaying the pomp of their 
nuptials, sung in me presence of their sons and husbands the felicity 
of native tribe* ; that a champion had now appeared to vindicate 
their fights ; that a herald, had raised his voice to immortalise their 
re&owjv The distant or hostile tribes resorted to an annual fair, 
Which; was abolished by the fanaticism of the first Modems; a # na- 
fidnal assembly that must have contributed to refine and hctfhnonise 
the Baroailians* lenity days were employed in the exchange, not only 
bf corh and wine, but of eloquence and poetry. The prize was disputed 
by the generous emulation of the bakjs ; the victormus performance 
was deposited archives of princes and emirs ; and we may rCadr 

' til? p|ir^ r the seygn original poepis which were inscribed ^ 

: ;g$d,~and sulpendCd in the ' temples of, Mecca. ; J { 

: , the bistpriane and tfioralftts of the age;; ; 4fcdW ► 

( • th&y inspired, an$T ! 

' indissoluble uiuo»:b£^^ 

themiS '.‘dfvi^eir thfey J 

aiwst a .despicablejrace, ; tie^'a^irthed' in , 

Mot ,tlie . 



n TUB HOSPITALITY OF ARRAHAM?II0M2:$, AND THE MAD. . 

•celebrated by Homer, is still renewed in the camps of the Arabs. The 
ferocious Bedouins, tin terror of the desert, embrace, without crfquiry 
or hesitation, the stranger who plates to confide in their honour Ad to. 
enter their tent. Ills treatment is kind and respectful ; he shartis tlig 
wealth or the poverty of his host ; and, after a needful repose, he is 
4 dismissed on his way, with thanks, with blessings, and perhaps with* 
gifts. The heart an# hand a^e more largely expanded by the wants of 
a brother or a Mend ; but the heroic fiefcftnat coultfdcservc th? public < 
applause, must have surpassed the narrow measure of discretion and 
experience. A dispute had arisen, who, among the dftuen# of Mecca, 

• was entitled to the prize of generosity ; and n successive application 
was made to the three who wcie deemed most worthy of the trial. 
Abdallah, the son >f Abbas, liad undertaken a distant journey, and his 
foot was in the stirrup when he heard, the voice of a suppliant, ({ O son 
of the uncle of the aposijc of God, [ am r ti avelier and in distress * 
lie instantly dismounted to present the pilgrim with his camel, her 
rich*Caparisoti, and a purse of 4000 pieces of gold, except itfg only llic 
sword, either for il^intrinsic value, or^is the gift of* an honoured ldr\s- 
man. The servant of Kais informed the second suppliant that his 
master was Asleep ; but be immediately sgldcd, “ Here is a purse of 
7000 pieces of gold (it is all we ha ,\f in the house), and h(p*q is an 
order, that will entitle you to $ camel a*d a slaved the* master, as 
soon §s*he awoke, praisdd and enfranchised his faithful steward, with 
a gentle icproof, that by respecting his slumbers Jm liad stinted his 
bounty. The tliiid of these heroes, the blind Arabah, at the hour of 
prayer, was supporting his steps on the shoulders of two slaves. 
u Alas !” he replied, u my coffers are empty I but these you may sell ; 
if you refuse, I renounce them.” At these words, pushing away the 
youths, he groped along the wall with his staff. The character of 
Halcm is the perfect model of Aiabiun virtue; he was brave and 
liberal, an eloquent poet and a successful robber : forty camels were 
roasted* at fiis hospitable •feasts? and at the prayer of a suppliant 
enemy, he restored both the captives and the spoil. The freedom of 
bis Countrymen disdained the* laws of justice : thfy proudly bridged 
the sppntaneoussimpulsc of pity % 

* The religion of the Arabs, as well ns "of* the Indians, consisted in 
the worship of the sun, the moon, and the fixcS sttys^a primitive and 
specious mode of superstition, The bright luminaries of the sky dis- 
play the visible image of a pcity^ their number and distance convey 
t6 a philosophic, or even a vulga% eye, thp idea of* boundless space : 
the character of eternity is marked on these solid globes, that seem 
incapable of corruption or decay ; the regularity of their motions may 
be ascribed to a principle of reason or instinct ; and their real or 
imaginary "influence encourages the vain belief that the earth and its 
inhabitants ale the object of their peculiar ca re* The sdcnce of as- 
tronomy was cultivated at Babylon ; but the scjbuul of the Arabs was 
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a cleat firmament and a naked plain. In their nocturnal m.utbes rf 
they Peered by the guidance of the stars.: their .panics, and order, and 
daily 'station, were familiar to the curiosity and de\otion of the * 
Vedotfin ; and hq was taught by experience to divide m 28 parts, tl\c 
zodiac oi the moon, and* to bless the constellations who lcficshed, 
with salutary nains, the thirst of the desert. The reign of the heavenly » 
orbs co rid not be extended beyond the visible spfyere ; and some meta- 
> physical powers w&c necessary to sustain the transmigration of souls 
and tl e resurrection of bodies : a ’camel was left to perish* on the grave 
that he might sc/Ve his master in another life ; and the invocation of > 
departed spirits implies that they were still endowed with conscious-, 
ness and power. I am ignorant, and I am careless, of the blind mytho- 
logy of the Barbarians ; of the local deities, of the stars, the air, and 
the earth, r/ their sex or titles, their attributes or subordination. Each 
tribe, each family, each independent warrior, created and changed the 
rites and the object of This fantasttc worship ; but the nation, in every 
age, has bowed to the religion, as well as to the language, of ^tecca. 
'lift? genuine antiquity of the Caaba ascends beyond the Christian 
a?ra : in describing the coast of the Red Sea, thc’Gicek historian D;p- 
dorus has remarked, between the Thamuditcs and thb S»ibycans, a fa- 
mous, temple, whose superior sanctity was revered by all the Arabians : 
the hnen #r silken veil, wijich is annually renewed by the Turkish 
emperor, was first 'offered by a pious king of the Homcijtes, who 
reigned 700 years # before the time of Mahomet. A lent or a ‘'tavern 
might Suffice for ilie worship of the savages, but an edifice of stone 
and clay has been erected in its place ; and the art and power of the 
jnonaichs of the East have been confined to the simplicity of the 
original mode!. A spacious portico encloses the quadrangle of tjie 
Caaba j a square chapel, 24 cubits long, 23 broad, and 27 High : a door 
and a window admit the light ; the double roof is supported by three 
pillars of wood j a spout (now of gold) discharges the rain-water, and 
the well Zemzero is protected by *1 dome from accidental pollution. 
The tribe of Koreish, by fraud or force, had acquired the custody of 
the Gp&ba : the sacerdotal office devolved through four lineal descents 
to # thc grandfather of Mahomet; and the family o£thc ifashemites, 
from whence be sprung, was the molt respectable ana sacred In tfce 
eyes of their qjlntrtry.* ^hc precincts of Mecca enjoyed the rights of 
sanctuary j and, in the last month of each year, the city and the temple 
were crowded with a long train of pilgrims, who presented their vows 
and offerings in the house of Gpf. Thb same rites, which are now 
accomplished by the faithful Mussulman, were invented and practised 
by the superstition of the idolaters. At an awful distance they cast 
away their garments : seven. times, with hasty steps, they encircled the 4 
1 Caaba, and kissed the black stone : seven times they visited at$ 
adored the? adjacent mountains ; seven times they threw stones into 
the valley of Mina * and the pilgrimage was achieved, as at the present 
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'hour, by a sacrifice of sheep and camels, and the burial of thcfy hair 
and nails in the consented ground. Each tribe cither found or intro- 
duced in the Caaba their dOmCtf ic worship : the temple was adorned, 
of defiled, with 360 idols of men, eagles, lions, and antelopes ; ana most 
.conspicuous was the status of Ilcbal, of red agate, holding in his hand 
seven arrows, without heads or feathers, the instruments and symbols 
of profane divinatioif. But .this statue^was a mqpumcnt oU^yrian 
arts ; the dcvoti&n of tire xuder ag<y was content with a pillar or a 
tablet ; and the rocks of the desert were hewn into gpds 4 altais, in 
imitation of the black stone of Mecca, which is deeply tainted* with 
‘the reproach of an idolatrous origin. From Jaoan to*Veru, the use of 
sacrifice lias univcrxdly pi evaded ; and “the votaiy has expressed hn 
gratitude, or fear t by dcstioying or consuming, in honour of the gods, 
the dearest and most piccious of thcirypfb 'Hie life of a fnan is the 
most precious oblation to alcptecjte a public calamity ; t ho altars of 
Vhumisiti and Egypt, of Rome and Carthage, have bun polluted wPh 
human gore : the crud practice was long piesv rvi d union , tlie Ai il^ ; 
in the third centmy,?^ boy was annually saw diced l?y tlu tub* oi lire 
Dnmatuns ; andjx iojal captive was piously slaughtered by the puiu e 
Of the Saragohs, the ally and soldier of tlie euipoior Justinian. A 
parent who drags his son to the altar, Exhibits the most pamJu* and 
subhmq dfoit of fanaticism ; the ‘(Iced, or Ac intention, wa/sanctificd 
by the „ekj ni pie of saint/ and heroes; and the father of Mahomet 
himself was devoted by a rash vow, and baldly ransomed for the 
equivalent of an hundred camels. In the time of ignorance, the Arabs, 
like the Jews and Egyptians, abstained fiom the taste of swine’s flesh ; 
they tnemneised their children at the age of puberty the same cus- 
toms, without the censure 01 the precept of the Koran, have been 
silently transmitted to their postenty and prosol) tes. It has been 
sagaciously conjoctiucd, that the artful legislator indulged the stub- 
born prejudice^ of his countrymen. It is more simple to bebeve that 
ho aducrod to the habits and opinions of his youth, without fou >ceing 
that a practice congenial to the climate of Mecca, nn^ht become use- 
less or inccftwcnicut on the banks of the Danube or trhc Volga. * 
Arabia was fke*: the* adjacent \in*,clom> wcu shaken by the storm* 
of conquest and tyranny, and the pw /niud*» i is v llcd to the happy 
land where they might juofoss wh»t thej thought, add? prncdsc what 
they professed* The religions of the SabiaxA and Magmas, of the 
Jews and Christiahs, were dimounuted fiom the 1 'usi.m Gulf to the 
Red Sea* In a remote period of antiquity, Sflbhnism was diffiised over 
Asia by the science of the C&ddcans and the arms of the Assyrians. 
From thf observations of 2000 years, the priests and astronomers of 
Babylon deduped the eternal laws Of nature and providence* They 
afiored the seven gods or angels who directed the bourse of the seven 
planets, and shed tJfeir irresistible influence oh Vhc earth* The attri- 
butes of the sown pJa»<Ste,Wfth the twelve signs of the zodiac, the 
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twenty-four constellations ol the northern and southern hemisphere** 
were represented by images and talismans, tl^c seven di>s ot the 
week were dedicated to their lcspu trie duties , the Sibuns prayed 
'thiiety. tch day ; and the temple of the moon at Hu m was the tain 
of then pilgnmage, But the flexible genius of thur luth wis always 
re idy uthu to tc tch or to learn m the tradition of the < 1 cation, the 
delude, $ncl the patuaichs, they held a singular^agicement with then 
Jewish captives; ^cy appended to the sccict books » of Adum Seth, 
andlsuocli, and a slight infusion of the gospel has tiansfonncd the 
last lemnafit of f ,he Polytheists into the ClmsUins of St John, m the 
Urutoi) of Bissora Ihc alt us of Bibyloh. wcie overturned by the 
Mignns , but the lnjuncs of the Sibnns vwic ie\cn Td by the sword 
ol Alcxindu , Fasn noantd above 500 yen undo a foreign yoke , 
md tin pint r t disciples of Zmoi*lcr escipcd from the eonti^ion of 
idol itij, and bie ithed ltli then advci uies the tteedom of the desert. 
Sewn hundred >111 lx Ion the deith 0? Mahomet, the Jcw> weic 
cUhdm \i 1 1 1 md \ i u /it ilu multitude vv is expelled fiom the 
h >b 1 nd 1 t ic u ef litus md Iladmn ilu industrious < xilt s 

1 , u 1 to 1 bu > md pnm -tlux ucetcd syi agones 111 the city s 

and c isilcs in tin wild uu s, md then (entile converts vine con* 
fomided with tin el ll n< m f Ki 1 1, whom they it cmbled in the out- 
w ud wik cf cuciunci ion v Jlu^Chm* m ?m*oionuie* weie still 

more .active md mr<c >lur the Lit holies ti seited their ,juincisil 

icign, the su ts whom the) oppressed succe >sivcl) tetiucl beyond the 
limits of tin Ron m unpin , the Mil ionite* md the Mmichtans 
cli pci old th w pi antauH opinions md ipinyphil gospel,, the 
ehmehes of Yemen, and llu pimte, of Hna and Gi,vm ? war 
msUucttdm a puier acid by the 4 Jicobite and Nestonan bishops 
I he liberty of choice was presented to the tribes each Ai\b was fret 
to elect ot to compose his pin etc uli non ; and the lude supeistition 
of his house was minpUd with the sublime theoloey of e aints and 
philosophic A fundamental aiU?Jc of futli was incufe Heel by, the 
consent of the leunttl strangers , the existence of one supiefoc God, 
who is exiKd hove the powers of heaven and t uth, bgt who Ins 
often levelled lumstl! to mulmtl by tin ministry ,yf Jus angels md 
jnophets, and who e uue n jujIi C his mtnruptcd, by sc zombie 
miracles, the oide U cf nine I he most lationai of the Arabs ac- 
knowledged hi* powei, thou If, they neglected his worship , and it was 
habit lather than comution that still attached them to thg relics of 
idolatry Hi Jews and Chnsti u\J\vue J the people of the booh; the 
Bible was slur \y translated into the Aiabjc language, and the 
■volume of the Old Testament was accepted by the concord of these wv* 
placable enemies. In the sfory of the Hebrew p itu uclis, the Ai4bs 
weie pleased to discover the fathers of their nation 1 hey applauded 
the birth and piomises of Klim v 4 ; revered the faith and virtue of 
Abraham; traced Ins pedigtec and thur o\ u to the ueation of the 
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fust man, and imbibed with equal credulity, the prodigies* of the holy 
text, and the dreams and traditions of the Jewish rabbis. 

( The base and plebeian origin of Mahomet (a. D. 569-* 609) is> un* 
skilful calumny of the Christian, who exalt instead fcf degiadmg the 
merit of their «idveisai)\ Jlis descent fiom Ishmael was a national 
privilege or fable } but if the first steps of the pcdigiee aio <kik and 
doubtful, he could pioduce many generations of pure and genuine 
nobility : he sprung /Vom the tribe of Jvoicish and the family or JU- 
shem, the most ihustrious ot the Arabs, th*e piinces ot Mecca, and the 
hereditary guardians of the Caaba, The giandfather of M atom a uas 
^Abdol Mottalleb, the son of Ilashcni, a ucahhy and^ neiou* < iV/ea, 
who relieved the distress of famine with the ^upphu? ot commcire. 
Mecca, which had been fed by the liberally of the fit hr 1, was saved 
by the courage of, the son. The kingdom of Yemen wis subject to the 
Christian princes of Abyssinia : their wssa! Aia ihah was pi<*>\ oLed by 
an insult to avenge the honour of the c*oss ; and the holy city was in* 
vested by a tram of elephants and an ntm> of A fin ans. A tieaty was 
proposed; and in thc^ first audience, the grandfather of Mahomet de- 
manded the lesUtuUfm of Ins cattle. % “And why?’ said AbiahJh, 
u do you not rather impioic my clemency in favour of >om temple, 
winch I have* threatened to destroy ?* “^Because, replied the in- 
trepid chief, " the cattle is my own : th$ Caaba belongs to thfc gods, 
and they will defend their house from injury and sacnltge. rt The 
want offpffovisions, or the*valour of the Korcish, cbmpcllcd the Abys* 
smians to a disgi aceful rcticat ; their discomfit uie Las been adorned 
with a miraculous flight of birds, who showered down stones on the 
heads of the infidels ; and the deliverance was long commemorated by 
the xcra of the elephant. The glory of Abdol Motrik.b was crowned 
witn domes Vc happiness, lus life was piolongcd to the age of one hun* 
dred and ten years, and he became the father of six daughters and 
thirteen sons, IIis best beloved Abdallah was the most beautiful and 
modest of the ^Arabian youth. Mahomet, or more properly JMoham- 
nted,'fhe^only son of Abdallah and Amina, of the noble tare of the 
Zahrites, was born at Mecca, four years after the death of Justinian, 
and two months after the defeat of the Abyssmiajis, whose victory 
would have introduced into the C$aba the religion of the Christians, 
In his early infancy, he was deprived of his father, lus jnother, and his 
grandfather; his uncles weie strong and numefoue; and in the 
division of the inheritance, the orphan's shwe was lcduced to five 
camels and an Ethiopian maid-seiyaut At home and abroad, m peace 
and war, Abu Taieb, the most respectable ofjtns uncles was the guide 
and guardian of Ws youth ; in his twenty-fifth year %<s entered into 
the service of Qadijah, a non and noble widow of Mecca, who soon re- 
warded his fidelity with the gift of her hand and fortune. The marriage 
contract, in the Simple style of antiquity, recites the mutual love of 
Mahomet and Cadjjah y describes him as the most accomplished of the 
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tribe of Koreish ; and stipulates a dowry of twelve ounces of gold amf 
twenty camels, which was supplied by the liberality of his uncle. By this, 
alliatice, the sot* of Abdallah was restored to the station of his an^cs-* 
,tors • and the judicious matron was content with his domestic virtues 
till, in the fortieth year of his age, he assumed the title of a prophet* 
and proclaimed the religion of the Koran. 

According to the tradition of his companion, Mahomet was dis- 
tingifished by thc*beauty of *hi supers on, an outward feift which is $el- 
dom*clcsp»scd, except by those to whom it has been refused. Before, 
lie ^rt>K'*lhc of?ttor engaged on his side the affections of a public or 
puvato audicncf. Thjy applauded his commanding presence, his ma- 
jestic a -pod, his piercing eje, his gracious smile, his flowing beard, 
his countenance that painted every seusation of the soul, and his ges- 
tures that .enforced each expression of the tongue. In the familiar of- 
fices of life he scrupulously ^clhercd to She grave and ccicmonious 
politeness of his country i lus respectful attention to the Pich and 
powerful was dignified by his condescension and affability to the poor- 
est cit irons of Mrtcca : the frankness of his manner concealed the syri- 
fice of his views ; and the habits of courtesy were iipputed to per- 
sonal friendship or universal benevolence. His memory was capacious 
and jrgtcntivc, his wit easy and social, his imagination sublime, his 
judgment* clear, rapid, and decisive. He possessed the courage both 
of thought and action ; nftd, although his designs might gradually ex- 
pand with his success, the first idea which he entertained of his 
divine mission bears the stamp of an original and superior genius. 
The son of Abdallah was educated in the bosom of the noblest race, in 
the use of the purest dialect of Arabia ; and the fluency of his speech 
was collected and enhanced by the practice of discreet and sea- 
sonable silence. With these powers of eloquence, Mahomet Was an 
illiterate Barbarian : his youth had never been instructed in the arts of 
reading and writing; the common ignorance exempted him # from 
shame or reproach, but he was reduced tf» a narrow circle oflxistcnce, 
and depnved of those faithful mirrors, which reflect to our mind the 
of sages at»d heroes. Yet theiook of nature and rtf man was 
often to his view ; and some fancy fijts been* indul^bd 4n the politigd 
and philosophical olAcrwat'ions which are ascribed to the Arabian 
imvettw $te«cpit\parcs the nations and the religions of the earth $ 
discovers the weaknessaof tflfe Persian and* Koman monarchies $ be* 
holds, with pity and indignation, the degeneracy of the times $ and re- 
solves lo unite, yndci ope,Ood and one king, the invincible spirit and 
primitive virtues of the Arabs. Our more accurate inquiry will suggest, 
that instead of visiting the courts, the camps, the temples of the East, « 
the two journeys of Mahomet into Syria were confined to the fairtfof 
type* and Damascus ; that he was only thirteen years of age when Be 
acw mpmH tho dhtavsn of bis uncle, and that his duty compelled him 
to return as soon us he had disposed of the merchandise of Cbdijdh* 
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In these hasty and superficial excursions, the eye of genius might dis* 
corn some objects invisible to his grosser companions ; some seeds ol 
knowledge might be cast upon a fruitful soil j but his ignorance of the 
Syriac language must have checked his curiosity; an£ I cannot* per* 
<#ive Jn' the life or writings of Mahomet, that his prospect wasfai 
extended beyond the limits of the Arabian wbrld* From gvery region 
of that solitary world,ethe pilgrims of Ijjtecca weie annually a&&<gnblcd, 
by the calls of devotion and commerce i» the free fRmcourse ofamul- 
titudes, a simple citizen, in his native tongue, might study the poltfical 
Wte and character of the tribes, the theoiy and practice of* the Jews 
ahd Christians. Some useful strangers might be tempted, or foiccd, 
to implore the rights of hospitality ; and the enefnies ofMahomet have 
named the Tew, the Persian, and the Syrian monk, whom they accuse 
of lending their secret aid to the composition of the Koran. Conversa- 
tion enriches the understanding, but solitude is* the school of gemu? ; 
and the Uniformity of a work denotes the hand of a single artist. From 
bis earliest youth, Mahomet was addicted to religious contemplation ; 
each year* during the tyionth of Ramadan, he withdrew from the world, 
and from the arm? of Cadijah : in the pave of Hcrp, three miles from 
Mecca, he consulted the spirit of fraud pr enthusiasm, whose abode is 
not in the heavens, but in the mind of the pipphet. The faith which, 
under tig* name of Islam, he preached totfiis nation, is compounded of 
an eternal^ruth, and a necessary fiction* THAT THERE 1$ QNI.Y ONE 
God, and that Mahomet is the afosti-e Qf God. ^ 

I 1 is the boast of the Jewish apologists, that while .pa* 

tibna of antiquity were deluded by the fables of polytheis% $h£jr 
pie ancestors of Palestine preserved the knowledge aryl worship of thp 
truC God. The moral attributes of Jehovah may not easily be recon* 
ciled with the standard of human virtue : his metaphysical qualities 
are darkly expressed ; but each page of the Pentateuch and the Pr<*- 
phots is an evidence of his power : the unity of hts name is inscribed 
on the fimt tatJle of the law f and ffis sanctuary was never dhfiled by 
any visible image of the invisible essence. After the ruin of the temple, 
the faith oft the Hebrew exiles was purified, fixed, aqti. enlightened by* 
tile spiritual doaotibn of the synagogue ; and the authority of Mahomet 
wiu not justify his perpetual reproach, that* the Jews of Mocca or 
Medina adored JStra as the son of God. But th? children of Israel ft$4 
ceased to be a people ; and the religiont of $fae world were guihy* at 
least in the eyes bf the proplmt, of giving sons, or daughters, or com* 
panions, to the supreme God. In fte rudejdolatry of the Arabs* w* 
crime is manifest and audacious : the Sabxans are poorly wpyanl by 
,the preeminence of the first planet, or intelligence wk oeJeat&l 
hieramhy t And in the Magian system the copfiset of #0 (WjwripW 
toftaay* the imperfection of the conqberor 1f Jfcl 
Wrtmth centoy had Shsensibly relapsed into kkm^ I 

1M* Pnbfic and priva|#vows wet* addmsodtb m 
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that disgraced the temples of the East : the throne of the Almighty 
darkened by a cloud of martyrs, and saintspand angels, the objects 
• of popular veneration ; and the Collyridian heretics, who flourished in' 
4he fruitful soil sf Arabia, Invested the virgin Mary with the name And 
honours of a goddess, The mysteries of the Trinity and Incarnation 
appear to contradict the principle of the divine unity. In their obvious 
sense, they introduce three equal deities, and transform the man Jesus 
into fhe substandPof the^Scm eft God :> an orthodox-commcntary will 
satisfy only a believing mind * intemperate curiosity and zeal had torn 
the geil ofthe stflictuary ; and each of the Oriental sects was eager to 1 
confess that all* except themselves, deserved the reproach of idolatry 
and polytheism^ The creed Mahomet is free from suspicion or am- 
biguity ; and the Koran is a glorious testimony to the unity of God 
The prophet of Mecca rejected ,the worship of idols Snd men, of stars 
and placets, on the rational principle th^jt whatever rises must set, 
that whatever is bom must die, that whatever is corruptible must de- 
cay and perish. In the author of the universe, his rational enthusiasm 
confessed and adored an infinite and eternal Jfcfng, without form or 
place, without is?ue or similitude, present to our most secret thoughts, 
existing by the necessity of his own nature, and deriving from himself 
all apodal and intellectual perfection. These sublime truths thus an- 
nounced to the language of the prophet, are firmly held by lys disci- 
pies, and defined with metaphysical precision by the inteitwters of 
the Koran. A philosophic theist might subscribe the popular creed of 
the Mahometans ; a creed too sublime perhaps for our present facul- 
ties, What object remains for the fancy, or even the understanding, 
when we have abstracted from the unknown substance all ideas of time 


and space, of motion and matter, of sensation and reflection? The 
first principle of reason and revelation was confirmed by the voice of 
MabomCt : his proselytes, from India to Morocco, are distinguished by 
the name of Unitariansj and the danger of idolatry has been prevented 
by the interdiction of images. Be dottrine of eterndl deoreeS and 
absolute predestination is strictly embraced by the Mahometans ; and 
Stay jtmggle Wiethe common difficulties, how to reconcile the pie- 
s<Sence 6? God with the freedom and^rcsponsjbility «f man ; how to ex- 
plain the permission *ofi»e?il under the reign of infinite power afid 


totofite goodness* • 

The God of nature has written his existence on all his works and 
bhSU&w* to the^hgart of man. T<y restore the knowledge of the one 
toriUhe practice of thp qjher, h*% been the real or pretended aim of 
fWpl tots cretrawhgo : the liberality of Mahomet all pwed to hi? 
1 the rnm credit which he claimed for himself i and the. 
vfhmtf Inspiration was prolonged fr6m the m of Adam tp the pro* 
9* Warao, During that period* come ra$» : of poo- 
" to tHopoof theetoc^dl^^Med 

FmmtiWk mmm of virtue mi mmi &rn mmtm worn 
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sent with a special commission to recall their country from idolatJry^ftdi 
uco 5 ^04 volumes havtfbeen dictated by the holy spirit 5 and six legis- 
lators W transcendent brightnets have announced fb mankind the 
six successive revelations of Various rites, but of one ftnmutable toti* * 
gtOJV t The authority and Station of Adam, Noah, Abraham# Woses, 
Giri&t, and Mahomet, lise m just gradation abqve each* other \ but 
whosoever hates or rcjtcts any one of 4 jhe t jyophets^ numbercfr.with 
the frritdcls, ilic writings of the patriarchs wore extant only in 
the apocryphal copies of the Greeks and Syrians :^the c^ndudt of 
Adath had not entitled him to the gratitude or respect of his children j 
the seven precepts of Noah were observed by an inferior and im* 
perfect class of the pioselytcs of the synagogue ; and the memory Of 
Abraham was Obscurely rcvcied by the Sabians in his native land 
qf Chaldea : of the myriads of prophets, Moses, and Christ alone lived 
and reigned t and the remndht of the inspired wtftoofe® was comprised 
to the books of the Old and the New Testament The miraculous 
story of Moses is consecrated and embellished in the Koran ; and the 
captive Jews enjoy the 'secret levcnge of imposing tficir own belief <Sh 
the nations whose decent creeds they defide* For the author of Chris- 
tianity# the Mahometans are taught by the prophet to entertain an 
high and mysterious reverence. “ Verily, Christ Jesus, the so a of 
Mary, is' t^c apostle of Gpd, and #his wot d. which he cbhvByed unto 
Mar>, afid a Spirit proceeding from him : Tionourable in this world, 
and m the world to come ; and one of those who approach near to 
the jwosouce of God.” The wonders of the genuine and apocry- 
phal gospels are profusely heaped on his head ; and the Latin church 
has % not disdained to borrow from the Koran the immaculate concept 
non of his wirgin mother, Yet Jesus was a mem mortal 5 and, tot 
the day of judgment, his testimony will serve to condemn both the 
Jews, who 1 eject him us a prophet, and the Christians, who adore Mm 
a » thtfcSon of God. The malice of Jus enemies aspersed hi* reputa- 
tion, surd conspired against tus life J but their intention only was 
guilty, a phantom or criminal was substituted on the cross, aw$b* 
s^int waj translated fb the seventh heaven. J)W«& 
years the gospef was the* way ofetruth anjl salvation 5 but dto Clri#* 
tians insensibly forgot both the laws and the dapple cjf their faiMpr 
and Mahomet was instructed by the Gnostics to accpsn t!lbe ehdrm 
as well as the synagogue,* of corrupting the**intc^r% of the 
text. The piety of Moses and qfeChrist rejoice# to the AiwIMm ' m 
a future prophet, more illustrious § than themselves ; the dWMHV 
promise of the Parachte, or Holy Ghost, W PPit 

tand accomplished to the person, of Mattomgt tteddmipt mi 
lm \ of the apostles of God ' < 1 

The communication of ideas retjulru* 

Wlg^go * the discourse of a phttosopRetf^t^^ #W 

on the ear of a pmat# f yet bow tmm fP 
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derstandmgs, if it be compared with the contact of an infinite ntuVa 
fmtte mittd, with the Word of God expressed by the tongue or the pen 
of & mortal ? The inspiration of the Hebrew pi ophets, of the apostil 
and evangelist^ of Christ, might not*be incompatible with the cxtfrci.se 
of their reason and memory 5 and the .diversity of their genius is 
strongly narked in the style and composition of the boohs of the did 
and Sew Testament. But Mahomet was content with a character, 
moft humble, yt£ more stMm$, of a simple editor : .the substance of 
the* Koran, according to himself or his disciples* is uncreated and 
eternal ^subsisting in the essence of the Deity, and inscribed uitlA 
pen of light on the table of his everlasting decrees. A paper copy m 
a volume of silk and Jjcms, *vas brought down to the lowest heaven by 
the angel Gabriel, who, under the Jewish economy, had indeed been 
d}sp£dchjd oh the most important errands j and tiffs trusty messenger 
successively revealed 'the chapters and verses to the Arabian prophet 
Instead of a perpetual and >crffcct mcSswe of the divine* will, the 
fragments of the Kohtn were produced at the discretion of Mahomet ; 
each -revelation * suited to the emergencies 0/ his policy or passion $ 
and all contradiction is ranged by the saving tyaxim, that any text 
Of Scripture is abrogated or modified by any subsequent passage. The 
WMjt of God, and of the gpostle, was diligently reemded by his disciples 
Ott palm*!eave$ and the sh#uldcr-bones of mutton ; and ij}e pages, 
tyUhbut order or onimectfon, were? cast into a domestic •hgst in the * 
Custody of one of his wives. Two years after the death of Mahomet, 
the sacred volume was collected and published by Jus friend and sue- 
eessot Abubekcr ; the work was revised by the caliph Othman, in the 
thhtieth year qf the Hegira ; and the various editions of the Koran 
assert the $nme miraculous privilege of an uniform and incomqtoble 
text In the spirit of enthusiasm or vanity, the propflet rests the 
truth of hiS mission on the merit of his book, audaciously challenges 
both men and angels to imitate the beauties of a single page, and 
presumes to assert that God atone co*ild dictate this inqpmparable 
performance. This argument is most powerfully addressed to a 
devout Arabian** whose mind is attyned to faith and rapture, whose 
Carta delighted tJy the music of sounds, and whooe ignorance is mca- 
pahte of comparing the .productions* of human genius. The harmtmy 
Slid oopiousnqjfe of stfle will not reach, in a version, the European i»« 
he will peruse with impatience the endless incoherent rhapsody 
pffeble^nd precept, and declamation, which seldom excites a sentf* 
ment or an Idea* Which sometinjeg crawIS in the dust, and is sometimes 
lost fo Jji6 cbifds, Sivine attributes exalt the fancy of the Arabian 
t but W* loftiest strains must yield to the sublime simplicity 
composed in a remote ago, in the same country 
' “30 **jnc the composition of the Kbtan ekcjfed 

9 »m 0 m tf ^^tqVhat superior InteUigence should we Scribe 
Philippics Of Pvnmhenttf {ft all 
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gions, the life of the founder supplies the silence of his written revela- 
tion : the sayings of Mhhomct were so many lessons of truth ;,hls 
actlgnS so many examples of Virtue ; and the public and private me* 
ntonaH were preserved by his wives and Companions.* At fhe end of 
COO years, the Sonna or ©«d law was fixed and consecrated by the 
labours of A 1 Bochan, who discriminated 7275 genuine traditions, 
front a mass of 300,00# reports, of a more ^Oubtftd character. *§ach 
day thfc pious author prayed in the temple of Mepca, and performed 
bis ablutions with the water of Zcmzen : the pages were successively 
deposited ou the pulpit, and the sepulchre of the apostle * ondsthe 
work has been approved by the four orthodox sects of the Sonmtes. 

The mission of the ancient prophets, df Moses and of Jesus, had 
been confirmed by nany splendid prodigies ■ and Mahomet was re- 
peatedly Urged, by the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina, te produce 
a similar evidence of his divine legation $ to call down from heaven 
the angel ot the volume of his revelation, to create a garden In the 
desert, or to kindle a conflagration in the unbelieving city. 'As often 
as hp is pressed by the demands of the Koreish, he ’involves himself 
in the obscure boast of vision and prophecy, appeals to the internal 
proofs Of his doctrine, and shields himself behind the providence of 
God, who refuses those signs and wonders ftiat would depreciate the 
merit of fejth and aggravate the guilt of ihfidelity. But the ihodest or 
* angty tofic of his apologies betrays his weaWess had vexation { and 
these {passages of scOndal establish, beyond suspicior, the integrity of 
the Koran. The votaries of Mahomet are more assured than him* 


self of his miraculous gifts, and their confidence and credulity in* 
crease as .they are farther removed from the time and place of Ids 
spmtual exploits. They believe or affirm that trees went forth to meet 
him ; that be was saluted by stones ; that water gushed from his 
fingers ; that he fed the hungiy, cured the rick, and raised the dead ^ 
that a^eam groaned to him ; that a < pamel complained to hiny that a 
shoulder 8f mutton informed *him of its being poisoned; and fh# 
both animate and inanimate nature were equally subject to the apostle 
of God, Hft dream of a nocturnal journey is seriously described ay 
a rgal and cott^mm 'transaction. • A mysterious animal , the Botak, 
conveyed him from the temple of Mecca to of Jerusalem t with 
his companion Gabriel, he successively ascended the seven heaven?; 
and received and repaid the salutations of tBe patriarchs, the jMW-” 
phets^and the angels, in their respective mansions, B^ond tjhe 

the veil of unity, approached within two bawrtbctjf 
(frit a odd that pierced him to the heart; * “ ** 
by the hand of tied. After this femitii 
thA, he again descended to Jerusalem, 
m Mecca, and performed in the tenth Msi mm 

tWmsaiul * AtroWiW t* rnfamAA 


, jMU $k, birM siMAcjur £*rtxk"i ; * ' #3 

in ‘ malicious .challenge, of thrf 

Kofws^ iitts resistless word split asunder th% orb of the moon : t^e 
*topped‘fr<» h$r s&tfcfji in the sfcy,:accomplished t$e! 
aw^ : ^elt»tlofl|B:;tiCKifid the ■ Gdabai' ssdui^d 'Mahomet in 'the Ambtan , 

W$ "^mensifflM, altered 'at the 
thMjtw*; !th€ sleeye, ,©f his shirt. „• The vu$«r 
ane amftsed with these marvellous tales ; but the gravest of the Mus* 
sulinan ^mm t^tate;:thediod&ty, of: their, master tod indulge a l»ti- 
tu,de*bf;faith of inte^retatioirt.' They <thjght : speciously allege, that in 
pfcaebih^ thejfeligidhji. jt ,wai needless tb violate,, the. harmony, of 
nati»ef,.lhat; ,a.;creed,unckinairf'- With'. mystery' maybe excused from 
®i*4«$8S jSaad that the swdtd of Mahomet was not less potent than 

:f V "iv; ■ ',. 

by y»ir$fykr <* JW*** 
*4^- nf V.tr^tiap^ origin infce^oveii with the 

■' ? 
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«but he soon returned to a more natural partiality ; and five tune** every 
<hy the eyes of the napons of Astracan, at > cr, at Delhi, are devoutly 
f turned tp the holy temple of Mecca* Yet every spot for the service of # 
GoA is equally pure the Mahometans indifferently pray in.lliur * 
cb&fifeir or m the street. A$ a disimction*from the Jews and Chm* 
*&aa% the Friday m each week is set apart for the useful institution of 
giihlfc worship * the people is assembled in the mosque ana thegttuum, 
some respectable, elder ascends the pulpit, to be^n the piayoi and 
pronounce the sermon. But the Mahometan religion is destitute of 
•priesthood or sacrifice ; and the independent spmt oWfanatiswa looks 
doWfi with contempt on the niimsteis and the slaves of superstition* 
II* The voluntary pcnai^c of the asccfccs, tht tourihnt and glory of 
their lives, waS odious to a piophet who censured in his companions a 
rash vow of abstaining from flesh, and women, and sleep ; and firmly 
declared that hO would suffer no rfionU m his rehgiptf Yet lie 
ksptutQd, itt ijtoeh year, a fist Of thirty* days , and strenuously recdm* 
mended the observance, as a discipline which purifies the. soul and 
subdues the body, as a salutary excicise of obcdiqpce to the witl«of 
God and apo^le. f During the mon^a of Ramadan, fiom the iiMng 
to the setting of the sun, tlie Mussulman abstains fiom eating, and 
diioUflg# and women, and baths, and perfumes , from all nourishment 
that can lestore his strength, from al^ pleasure that can grarufy his 
senses. * In the revolution of thc r lunar ycjr, the Ramadan couitides 
toy turns with the winter cold and the summer heat , and the patient 
martyr, without astugging his thirst with a dtop of Water, must expect 
the close of a tedious and sifltry day. The. intei diction of wine, pccu* 
hat to some ordci s of priests or herj-ruts, is converted by Mahomet 
alone into a positive and gtncial law , and a consumable portion of 
the globe has abjuied at his command, the use of that salutary, 
though dangtious liquor. These painful rest! amts aie, doubtless, 
infringed by the libertine and eluded by the hypocrite , but the Jegis* 


latorfby^vhom they are ousted, Cannot surely be accused <* alluring 
his proselytes b> the indulgence of their sensual appetites, III* The 
chatty Of the Mihqmetans descends to the animal creation } add the 
Kpran repeatedly inculcates, not as a merit, but as *a strict and Indis- 
pensable duty, the relief* of the Indigent an^mifoituaat^ Mahomet, 
perhaps, is the only lawgiver who has defined •tbe^wVfcise measure m 
chanty the standard may* vai y w ith theglogr^e and nature of pot&fty, 
as it consists trtthec in money, m cam or cattle, m fipita or merofcaty* 
disc \ but the Mussulman dbes ftot accomplish, the law, unices hi 
bestow a tenth of his revenue; ana Sf his ^nseia^^aejenj^ Wpfi of 
fraud or extortion, the tenth, undei the idea of ViWNMv 
•to a Benevolence is the foundaho^ Of 
hgl to roj m those whom we are bound MJhMm ^ f««*l 
jqvoal thereto of heaven and of futunty f Vmm m0m 
r ^ ^peat the fcwa? of bur ow* 
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The two articles <k belief, and the fom practical duties of Islam, aio, 
guarded by rewards and punishments ; and the {aith of the Mussulm m 
h devoutly fixed £>n the event of the judgment and the last day. The * 
prophet has nqj; presumed to deterfnme the amount of that awful 
catastrophe, though he darkly announces the signs, both m he wen 
and cards, which anil precede the universal dissolution, when life sljdl 
be destroyed, and the order of creation shall be confounded in the 
pnmifcve chaos. <i\.t tbe»bbst.of the trumpet ncw A worlds will suit 
into ]pcmg ; angels, genii, and men, will ausc fiom the dead, and the 
human soul will^again be united to the body* The doctrine of the , 
iesuflrection was first entertained by the Egyptians, and tlicir mumnuw* 
were embalmed*, their 4 pyramids were conducted, to piescrvc the 
ancient mansion of the soul during a period, of 3000 years. But the 
attempt 19 partial and unavailing j and it is with arjnoie philosophic 
spirit that* Mahomet relies on the omnipotence of the preator, whose 
word can reanimate the breathless day, ihd collect the hmiyncialde 
alqtfis,that no longer retain their form or substance* The intermediate 
State of the soul 1^19 hand to decide ; and those who most fumly believe 
her immaterial nature are at a joss to understand how she can thud* or 
act without the agency of the organs of sense* 1 • 

The re-union of the goal and body will be followed by the final 
judgment. of mankind; and,Jn his copy of the Maguft picture, the 
prophet hap too faithfully represented the Jprms of pioccedftig, and 
even the 9l6w and successive operations of an earthly tribunal By 
his intolerant adversaries he is upbraided for extending, even to them- 
selves, the hope of salvation, for asserting the blackest horcs>, that 
evety man who believes in God, and accomplishes good works, may 
expect m the last'day a favourable sentence. Such rational mditfei epee 
is ill adapted to the character of a fanatic ; nor is it prothblc that a 
messenger from heaven should depreciate the value and necessity of 
tors owh revelation. In the idiom of the K01 in, the belief of God is m- 


separable from that of Mahomet aahe g$od woiks are those jrhi*h he 
has enjoined ; and the two qualifications imply the profession of Islam, 
to whfeh all nations and all sects are^equally invited. Their spuitual 
bHoxfhesn, though* excused by ignoiance and crowned with*virtue, will 
be actmiged with evedaspng tonne nfe , and the tears which Mahomet 
$Hed over the tdmb of 4ns mothei, foi whom he was forbidden to pray, 
display a striking contest of humanity aryl enthusiasm. The doom 
tyf vie infidels is common , the rncasme of then guilt and punishment 
is determined by the degm of cvificnc<f which they have rejected, by 
thd magnitude df tiW eM which they have entertained * the eternal 
tbatiiMs af ttte the Jews, the Sabtans, the Magians, and 

ten 1 am %mk bekny each other w the abyss ; and the lowest* 

Mt itf IMrigt fdr dmfefthless hypocrites who have assumed 

Mdrtht greater, part of mankind has been condothned 
fa, JMpr the W(ievt?r$ only t$lt be judged by their 
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actions. The good and evil of each Mussulman will be acctgatcly 
weighed in a teal or allegorical balance, and a singular mode of^ com* 
pensatkm will bo allowed for y>c payment of injuries : the aggressor* 
wHi refund an equivalent of lus own good actions for the benefit <rf 
# the person whom ho lias pronged ; and if he should be destitute of any 
**norai property, the weight of his sms will be loaded with an adequate 
share of the demerit? of the sufferer. « According as the shared of guilt 
or virtue shall preponderate, the senfbnct will be Renounced, and all, 
without distinction, will pass over the sharp and perilous bridge bf the 
abyss ; but the innocent, treading in the footsteps^of Malionust, will 
gloriously enter the gates of paradise, while thf guilty will fall into tho 
first and mildest of the Seven hells. The term of expiation will vary 
from 900 to 7000 years ; but the prophet has judiciously promised, 
that all his filsAplcs, whatever maybe their # sins, shall 1* saved, by 
their own faith and his igtcmcssUm, from eternal damnation. It is 
not surprising that superstition should act most powerfully on the 
fears of her votaries, since the human fancy can paint with ufore energy 
the misery than the tylis$ of a future life. With tfie two simple ele- 
ments pf darknc^ and fire, we create m sensation of pain which may 
bo aggravates to an infinite degree by the idea of endless duration. 
But the same idea operates with an oppositaseffect on the continuity of 
pie* usurp ; and too much of our gresonf enjoyments is obtained from 
the reljc^or the comparison of evil It ts natural enough that an 
Arabian prophet should dwell with rapture on the gjpves, the fountains, 
and the rivers of paradise ; but instead of inspiring the blessed in- 
habitants with a liberal taste for harmony and science, conversation 
and friendship, he idly celebrates the pearls and diamonds, the robes 
oftsillc, palaces of marble, dishes of gold, rich wines, artificial dainties, 
numerous attendants, and the whole train of sensual and costly luxury, 
which becomes insipid to the owner, Oven in the short period Of this 
mortal life. Seventy-two Hour is, or black- eyed girls, of resplendent 
beauty, blooming youth, viigfh purify, and exquisite sensibility, Will be 
created for the use of the meanest believer ; a moment of pleasure will 
be prolonged to a thousand yoars, and his faculties will be incacas^d 
dn hundred fold, tfc render him yorthy of his felicity. Notwithstand- 
ing a vulgar prejudice, the gates of heaven* w*llJ 5 e open to both se$e$ 1 
but Mahomet has not specified the male companions of the ffcmale 
elect, lest he should eitheralarm the jealSusy jsf their former husbahdi, 
or disturb their felicity, by $e suspicion of an everfastlng 
This image of a carnal paradise hasiprovokesd the indignation, Mtftwf 
the envy, of the monks ; they declaim against the imptM of 

Mahomet \ and his modest apologists are driven to thjd 
figures and allegories. But the sounder* and (WW tym 
adhere, without shame, to the literal 

less would be the resurrection of the ttodft it to 

the possession and excise of Its worthy w6lW»riW t 1 
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of sensual and intellectual enjoyment is requisite to complete the hap- 1 
pines$*o£ the double animal, the perfect man. *Yct the joys of the 
Mahometan paradise will not be confined to the indulgence of luxuijr 
and apjtetfce ; an& the prophet has expiessly declaied, that all meaner 
happiness will be forgotten and despised byrthc saints and maityis, * 
who shall be admitted to the beatitude of the divine vision. 

The fiiftt (A.D. 609) and most arduous conquest* of Mahomet were 
•those o I his wife, his* servant, his fcupil, and his friend^ since he pre- 
sentcddiimself as a prophet to those who were most conversant with 
his iqflrmitles as*a mam Vet Cadijah believed the words, and 
cherished the ghw, of licr husband j the obsequious and affectionate* 
Zcid was tempted by the prospfcct of freedom ; the illustrious Ali, the 
son of Abu Talcb, embraced the sentiments of his cousin with the 
spirit of a youthful hero ;and the, wealth, the moderation, the veracity 
o# Abubcker, confirmed the religion of the prophet whom he was 
destined to succeed. By his persuasion, ten of the mbs* respectable 
citizens of Mecca were introduced to the private lessons of Islam ; they 
yielded to the voife of reason and enthusiasm f they repeated the 
fundamental creed, u there is $>ut one God, and Magomet is tlfe 
apostle of God f and their faith, even in this life, was rewarded with 
nchea jttjd honours, with lb 3 command of armies and the government 
of kingdoms. Three years wove silently employed in the conversion 
Of fourteen proselytes', the first fruits of his mission ; but in tlfesfouith 
year he assumed the prophetic office, and resolving to impart to lus 
family the light of divine truth, he prepared a banquet, a lamb, as it is 
said, and a bowl of milk, for the entertainment of forty guests of the 
race of llashem.. “ Friends and kinsmen,” said Mahomet to the 
assembly, “ 1 offer you, and 1 alone can offer, the most jgerious fcf 
gifts* tjto treasures of this world and of the world to come. God has 
commanded me to call you to his service. Who among you will 
support my burthen ? Who amoqg you will be my companion ^ind 
Wy vizir?” No answer was returned, till *thc silence of astonilhment, 
and doubt, and contempt* was at length broken by the impatient 
courage of Ali, a yefyth in the fourteenth year of his age. w G» prophet, 
I*4>n thtt imati: whosoever rises against thoe, l Will«dash out hig 
tCCthvtear out hi| eycS*^bi«caTe his legs, rip up his belly. O prophet, 

I win be thy wzir*over them.” Mahomet accepted his offer with 
imhfpbrt, and Abu Taleb»yvas flonicaliy exhorted to respect the supe- 
rior dignity of his son. In a more* serious tone, the father of All 
M his nephew tejreHpquislulus impracticable design, “Spare 
* fm replied the intrepid fanatic to his uncle and 

hqtafiKtoty “if they should place the sun on my right hand and the 
ihoon oh my left* they should not divert me from my course” He 
p^$$tred && years in the exercise of his mission ; and the rdigiotf 
wWeh the East sand the West, advanced with a slow 

withih the iffslfo of Mecca.* Yet Mahomet en- 
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joyed the satisfaction. of beholding the increase of his* infant eongre* 
gatjon Of Unitarians, who reveled 'him as a 'prophet, and to whom he 
seasonably dispensed the spiritual nourishment of the Korarft The 
pumber of proselytes may be Estimated by the absence of 83^ men and* 
18 women, who retired to ^Ethiopia in the seventh year of hi* mission : 

’ and his paity was fortified by the timely conversion of his uncle Hamza, 
and of the fierce and inflexible Omar, who signalized m th$ cause of 
Islam the same zkal which he h.\ti e£$ried for*ts destruction!. No& 
was the Charity of Mahomet coniuicd to the tribe of Koicisty or the 
precincts of Mecca ; on solemn festivals. In the da> of pi’grmiagc, he 
4 frequented the Caaba, accosted the strangers of every tribe, ancf urged, 

* both in private converse and public discourse, the belief and worship 
of a sole Deity* Conscious of his reason and of his weakness, he as- 
serted the liberty of conscience, and disclaimed the use of religious 
violence : but he called the Arabs to repentance, and cohjured them 
to remember the ancient i'Jolatcr$.of Ad and Thamud, whom the divine 
juStici ha# swept away 1 from the face of the earth* 

The people of M^cca was (A.& 6x3—622) hardened in their ufthpltef 
\f superstition and envy* The elders of the city, the unde* of’tttc 
prophet^ aflqcteu to despise the presumption of an orphan, the reformer 
Of his country : the pious oiations of Mahomet in the Caaba were 
answered by the clamours of Aim Talcl * * Citizens and pilgrims, 
listen 4 to the temoter, her "ken not to his impious nbyeltiCs. 
Stand fast in the woiship of A 1 Lta and Al UtfAW Yet the son of 
Abdallah was ever dear to the aged chief ; and he protected the fame 
and person of his nephew against the assaults of the KorcishiteS, who, 
had long been jealous of the pre-eminence of the family of Ha- 
shorn. Their malice was coloured with the preterice of religion : in 
16c age of Job, the crime of impiety was pumshed by the Arabian 
magistrate ; and Mahomet was guilty of deserting and denying the 
national deities* But so loose was the policy of M ecca, that the leaders 
of \}\o Koreish, instead of f accuse *g a criminal, were compelled to 
employVho measures of persuasion or violence. They repeatedly ad* 
dressed Abu faleb in the style of icproach ajjd menace* ^Thy 
nephew feviles pur religion f he accuses our Vise forefethcra of 
ignorance and folly ; silence hifn quickly, lest # he kindle turnup and 
discord in the city, tf he persevere, we shall draw <** r swords against 
him and his adherents, and tht>u wilLbe responsflblS for the blood Of 
thy fellow-citizens** 7 ’he weight and moderation of Abu Taleb 
eluded tlu violence of religious fJfction ; the most helpless or tbnid pf 
the disciples 1 etired to ^Ethiopia, stntl the prophet withdraw himself to 
various places of strength in the town and country* A* ha was still 
i supported by his family, the rest of the tribe <rf >$ere$*h engaged them* 
selves to renounce all mtcrcoutse with the childtoh Krf Wfcshem* 
to buy nor sell, ncUher to marry nor to givfc to bto to Wtarsito 

them with bup%abi£ ^nn\ity, till dwtt tlto fMtoMftfs 
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Mahomet to the justice of the god$. The decree was suspended in 
the Ci*ftba before the eyes of the nation ; the messengers of the Koioisli 
• pursued the Mussulman exjles in the heart of Africa i they besieged 
the prpphdt and his most faithful followers, intercepted their water 
and inflamed their mutual animosity by the retaliation of injuries and 
insults. A doubtful truce restored the appearances of concord ; lift 
the d call f of Abu Tajeb abandoned Mahomet to the power of his ene- 
t niies, at the moment when he Was^deprfvcd of his dofhcStic comforts 
by thefloss of his^ faithful and generous Cadijah. Abu Sophian, the 
chief #f the* branch Of Ommiyah, succeeded to the principality of the 
republic of Mecca* A zealous volaiy of the idols, a mortal foe of the 
line of Hashcm, ho convened ah assembly of the Koreishites and their 
allies, to decide the fate of the apostle, His imprisonment might pro- 
voke the despair of his enthusiasm ; and the exile pf in eloquent and 
popular fanatic would diffuse the mischietohrougb thtf provinces of 
Arabia. His death was resolved ; and they agreed that a sword from 
each tribe Should be buried in his heart, to divide the guilt of his blood 
and baffle the vengeance of the Hashemites. angel or a spy re- 
*CU #4 their conspiracy ; and flight was the only resource of Mahomet* 
At the dead of night (a.d, 66 a), accompanied by his friend, Abubeker, 
bd silently escaped from hie house : the assassins watched at the door ; 
but they wdre deceived by the figure pf All, who reposed on tlwr bed, 
and was covered witlf the gfocn vestment of tKfc apostle. Th<f Iforei<>h 
respected the piety s>f the heroic youth ; but some verses of Ali, which 
ate still extant, exhibit an interesting picture of his anxiety, his tender- 
ness, and his religious confidence. Three days Mahomet and his 
companion were concealed in the cave of Thor, at the distance of a 
league from Mecca ; and in the close of each evening, ihoy receive?! 
from the son and daughter of Abubeker, a secret supply of intelligence 
and food* The diligence of the Koreish explored every haunt in tlic 
neighbourhood of the city, they ara^cd at the entrance of the cavmn ; 
but the providential deceit of a spiders $eb and a pigeon's ^est, is 
supposed to Convince them that the place was solitary and inviolate. 
**We Sum pnly two/, said the trembling Abubeker. “ There it a third,” 
replied the prophet ; u it is God himself.” Ho *60000? was the pursuit 
abated* than the tswQjfn ffifites? issued from the rock, and mounted their 
oam®te * oft the iS>ad*tO Medina* they were overtaken by the emissaries 

* of thC*Koreish 5 they red^meef themselves with piaycrs and promises 
from their hands* In this eventful moment, the lance of an Arab might 
have changed tk.histo*y ofahe wc*M. The flight of the prophet from 

# MeeCa to Medina has fixed the memorable sera of the Megirqf* which, 
at friend of twelve centuries, still discriminates the lunar years of the 
M ahometan nations* * 




PZTC^P OP MAHOMET PPOUt MMCCA TO MSPWA* , * 

' The religion of the Koran might have perished in its cradle, had 1 
not Medina (a.d. 612) embraced with faith and reverence the holy 
outcasts of Mecca. Medina, pr the dty y known under the n«(mo of 
Yatlircb, before it was sanctified by the throne of* the propbbt, 4 
« divided between the tribes of the Cbarcgitcs and the Awsites, whose 
hereditary feud was rekindled by the slightest provocations : two 
colonics of Jews, who boasted a sacerdotal race, weie Lhei* humble 
allies, and without converting tfle Afabs* they in Induced tlic fa to ot * 
science and religion, which distinguished Medina as Mi * nty«of the 
book. Some of her noblest citizens, in a pilgrim \ sfe gr-x *1 1 
4 werc converted by the preaching of Mahomet; on^thui nturn. th» y 
diffused the belief of God and his prophet, and the new MJiaucewas 
ratified by their dep ities in two secret and nocturn M iuu ews on a 
hill ih the suburbs of Mecca. In {he first, ten Charegiy** and two 
Aw$Ste$ united in faith an$ love, protested in the name of their wives, 
their children, and their absent brethren, that they would for ever pro- 
fess the creed, and observe the precepts, of the Koran. The second 
was a political association, the first vital spark oft the empire ofahe 
S&fcAC # Serenty-three men an* two women of Medina held a 
solemn conference with Mahomet, his kinsmen, and his disciples ; and 
pledged themselves to each other by a mutual oath of fidelity* * They 
ptomised in the name of the city ^ that K he should be banished, they 
wouldcrAeive him as a ton federate, obey him asm leader, and defend 
him to the last extremity, like their wives and children. " But if you 
arc recalled by your country^” they asked with a flattering anxiety, 
"will you not abandon your new allies ?' "All things," repljed Ma- 
homet with a smile , u are now common between U9 ; your blood is as 
idy blood,ytmr min as my ruin. We are bound to each other by 
the ties of honour and interest I am your friend, and the enemy of 
your foes " “ Bui if wc are killed in your service, what," exclaimed 
the deputies of Medina, "will be oir reward?” " Parapisk,* replied 
the*piof>het "Stretch forth thy ‘nand” He stretched it*foi|h, and 
they reiterated the oath of allegiance and fidelity- Their treaty w$as 
ratified by the people, who unanimously embraced the profession of 
Islam 5 they rejoiced in the cxijp of the apostle, but they frembled*fer 
hk safety, and impatiently expected his Arrival A%r a perilous and 
rapid journey along the sea-coast, he halted St Koba^two mile^febm 
the city, and made his public entry ini* Medina, sixteen days after hi* 
flight from Mecca. Five Jnwdced of the citizens advanced to m$t 
him : he was hailed with acclamations of^loyahy aijd devotion ; Ma- 
homet was mounted on a she-camel, an umbn$a shaded W *hd 
a turban was unfurled before him to supply the de^emty flf a stand- 
ard. His bravest disciples, who had been, xcat^f# $j|f the, 
Assembled round his person i and the cqu«& m 4 m% u>,tm of 
the Moslems Was distinguish^ by of 

the fugRtve# Of Mecca* and thfe WSmgk Tfjp 
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eradicate the seeds of jealousy, Mahomet judiciously coupled his pm- 
cipal rtjlowcrs with the rights and obligations ©^brethren, and when 
•All found himself Without a peer, the prophet tcndeily declared, that 
h<? would be the bomponion and brother of the noble youth, Tlifc 
expedient was crowded with success ; the holy, fraternity was respected 
in peace and wfar, and the two parties vied with each other in a geno 
jousf ^iiiTit'on of enrage and fidelity. Once only tlie concord was 
\lightU inffiul by an accidental quarrel ; a patriot of Medina arraigned 
iho iu f flU «><• e «>f thj strangers, but the hint of their expulsion was heard 
with aHuui jjid his own son most eagerly offered to lay at tlic 
jpoilk\ h iib head of, his father, • 

l ,, iom hi 1 iblislunent at Medina, Mahomet assumed (a/d* 622— 
632) the c\u x isc of the regal and sacerdotal office ; and it was impious 
to appeal lr<sm a judge whose decrees were inspired by the divine wis- 
dom. A small portion of ground, the patrimony of two orphans, was 
acquired by gift or purchase ; on that chosen spot, he built aiubousc 
anda mosque more venerable in their rude simplicity than the palaces 
atlcr temples of the Assyrian caliphs. His seal offgold, or silver, was 
inscribed with Che apostolic title f when he prayed and, preached in the 
weekly assembly, he leaned against a trunk of a palm-lrec ; and it 
was long before be indulged himself in the use of a chair or pulpit of 
rough timber. After a reign of*&it yejirs, 1500 Moslems, in arn^s and 
ih the field, renewed their oafch of allegiance ; And their chief t cheated 
the assurance of protection till the death of the Ust member, or the 
final dissolution of the party. It was in the same camp that the 
deputy of Mecca was astonished by the attention of the faithful to the 
words and looks of* the prophet, by the eagerness with which they col- 
lected his spittle, an hair that dropt on the ground, the refiisg water of 
his lustrations, as if they participated in some degree of the prophetic 
virtue* w I have seen,* said he, “ the Chosrocs of Persia and the 
Caesar of Rome, but never did I bsfcold a king among his subjects like 
among his companions” The ctevout fervour of enthusiasm 
acts with more energy and truth than the cold and formal servility of 
cpiyrtS/? " * * 

In the state of nature every man has a right, to ddfond, hy force of 
arms, hi* person and hfs,p6ss'essions ; to repel, or even to prevent, this 
violence of his enemies, and to extend his hostilities to a reasonable 
pleasure of satisf.iction find Retaliation. Iff the free society of the 
Arabs, the duties of subject and citizen jmposed a feeble restraint ; 
and Mahomet, in, the exercise of «t«peaceful and benevolent mission, 
bed been despoiled and banished by the injustice of his countrymen. 
The choice of an independent people Had exalted the fugitive of Mecca 
to the rank of a sovereign ; and he was invested with the just prerag** * 
tfre Of fanning alliances, and of waging offensive or defensive Wan 
t^;,injg>eriacffan of human rights was supplied and aimed, by the 
Wtowftfc & divine power t the prophet of Mediae assumed, hr his new 
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revelations, a fiercer and more sanguinary tone, which proves that his 
foimer moderation wfs the effect of weakness ; the means of jyj sua- 
sion h^d been tiled, the scaborwof forbeaiancc was elhpscd, and jte wa< 
now commanded to jnopngate his religion by the swchd, to destroy life 
* monuments of idolatry, and, without regarding the sanctity of <la> ^ or 
ttfontlte, to puisue the unbelieving nations of the taitft. The same 
bloody precepts, so" repeatedly incub- ated^ in the JCoran, atc^nibid 
by the atithox to the Pentateuch and 'the 'Gospel. But the mild Unor * 
of the evangelic style may explain an ambiguous text, that JeStis did 
not bring peace on the earth, but a swoid ; his patient and humble 
vutucs should not be confounded with the intolerant real of prmus 
and bishops, who have disgraced the name of his disciples. In the 
prosecution of jjchgious war, Mahomet might appeal with more pro- 
priety to the example of Moses, of the judges, and the kings of Israel 
The military laws of the Hebrews, are, still moie rigid than those of the 
Arabiafh legislator. The Lord of hosts matched in person befoie the 
Jews : if a city resisted their summons, the males, without distinction, 
wjire put to the sword s Une seven nations of Canada weir© devoteef to 
destruction neither repentance ribr conversion could shield them 
from the inevitable doom, that no creature within their precincts should 
be left alive. The fair option of friendship, or submission, or battle, 
was proposed to the enemies Q f Matiomct. If they pr&fc&scd the 
need ftT Islam, they were admitted to all *tlie temporal and spiritual 
benefits of his primitive disciples, and marched under the same Wa- 
ne* to extend the religion which they had embraced. The clemency 
of the prophet was decided by his interest, yet he seldom trampled on 


a piostiate enemy \ and he seems to promise, that, on the payment of 
a nibute, tire least guilty of his unbelieving subjects might be indulged 
m thur worship, or at least in their imperfect faith. In the first 
months of his reign, he practised the lessons of holy warfare, and dis- 
plac'd 1m white banner before tjfc' gates of Medina ; the mhrtial 
apostle Sought in person at ‘‘nine battles or sieges j* and fifty enter- 
prises of war were achieved in ten years by himself fir his lieutCn^ls. 
The Arab^ontinujd to unite the professions of a merchant and n rtfb- 
b$t } and his petty excursions foe the defence or the attack of a Cam* 
van insensibly prepared his troops for the Jogquest *at Arabia, ^The 
distribution of the spoil was regulated bj a divine law ? the whole was 
faithfully collected itt one bommon mass ; a fifth Of the gold and shier, 
the pmoneis and cattle, the #nov.^lcs and immovable*, was 
by the prophet for pious and charitable uses \ the# remainder w*a 
shaifd In adequate portions, by the soldiers who had obtained the "rib* 
tory or guarded the tamp : the rewards of the «]*£& dmlyed to <fte$r 
widows and orphans * and the increase of eav^r was by 



« * 

TVflfc AM FALL OF TME SARACEN RMElRt. ' 33 

ibe allotment of a double share to the hoise mjd to the man. Fiom 
all llrlcs the roving Arabs were nlluiod to the standatd of religion and * 
plunder : and tht- enjoyment of wealth and beauty was a feeble typr of 
*he joys of paradise prepared for the valiant martyrs of the j.uth* 
sword,” .-.aid Mahomet, 44 is the key* of heaven and of hell.; a 
drop of blootl shed in the cause of God, a night spent in arms, is of 
more^-iwul than twp monll^of pasting or piayef: \\lnj 3 oe\n. falls in 
b atle, his sins are forgiven : at fhc day of judgment his wounds shall 
be i&plendont .jp vermilion and odoriferous as musk; and the loss* 
of h#; limbs shall be supplied by the wings of angels and chciubiuk” 

M he intiepid souls of the Arabs were fired with enthusiasm : the pic-* 
tme ol the invisible world was strongly painted on their imagination ; 
and the death which they had always despised, bcoiune an object of 
hope and desire. The Koran inculcates, in the most absolute sense, 
the tenets of fate and ptedcstirwition, whicV would extinguish J>oth in- 
dustry and virtue, if the actions of man were governed by his specula- 
tive belief? Vet their influence in every age has oxalted the courage of 
tlJb Saracens and Turks. The first companions of Mahomet pdvanoctl 
to battle with 4 fearless confidence : tlu.no is no danger where there is 
UO chance ; they were ordained to pciibh in their beds ; or they wore 
safe muj invulnerable am#lst the darts of the enemy. * 

Terhap# the Koreisli wouj?l havg boon content with th% flight of * 
Mahomet had they dot bc&r provoked and alarmed by the veflgcunce 
of ait enemy, who £ otild intercept their Syrian trade as it passed and 
repa&sed through the territory of Medina. Abu Sophian himself, 
with only thirty or forty followers, conducted a wealthy caravan of 
iooo canids : the* fortune or dexterity of his march escaped the vjgi- 
UncC pf Mahomet ; but the chief of the Koteish was informed that 
the holy robbers were placed in ambush to await his return, lie 
dispatched a messenger to his brethren of Mecca, and they were 
rotted h% the fear of losing th^ merchandise and their pr^viwons, 
UldOfcS they hastened to his relief with ttie military force of the ntj. 
The sacred band of Mahomet was formed of 313 Moslems, of whom 

B wfyo fugitives, and the rest nimh.tties: they mounted fly turns a 
fin of 70 <&me)s (the camels of Yallircb vtete formidable in War} ; 
but such was the no\*gty of his first disciples, that only two could 
appear on horseback in the field* In the fertile and famous vale of 
Bed#*, three stations frofti Medina, he was informed by his scouts Of 
the Caravan that approached on ont side ; of the Koreish, too horse, 
'$$© foot, w^o adyancedam^the othet. After a short debate, he sacri- 
ficed the prospect of health to the pursuit of glory and revenge ; add 
a slight mtrenchment was formed to cover Ids troops, and a stream * 
water ifcat glided' tlirough the valley. u O God, w he ag* 
claims $!Ltba numbers of the Koreish (a.d* 633} descended Mi the 
MjMr * ft If these are destroyed, by whom wilt tfrou be worshipped 
j» tMt earth ^Courage, my children, close fmi ranks } discharge 

. * 
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Votir arrows, and the day is your own.” At these wouh, he placed 
himself, with Abubck<r, on a throne or pulpit, and instantly* do* 
v manded the succour of Gabriel and 3000 angels. Tl]s eye was fixed 
on the field of battle ; the Mussulmans fainted and w^re pressed: in 
tjiat decisive moment the ^prophet started from his throne, mounted 
his horse, and cast a handiul of sand into the air $ Let Jjieir faces be 
covered w ith confusion*" Both armies heard the thunder 0 of his 
voice i their fancy beheld the angelic yarvors : tins* Korcish trembled 
and find; 70 of the bravest were slain ; and 70 captives adorned the 
‘first victory of the faithful. The dead bodied of tfoc Ko*'ti?h ' were 
mid insulted : two 0/ the moot obnoxious pi honors *Nvc j e 
punished with death j and the ransom of the 0 others, 4006 drams of 
silver, compensated in some degree the escape of the caravan. But 
it was In vain thrft ihe camels of Abu Sophian explored a new rpad 
through the desen and Along the KujJhrates : 'they were ovlx taken ‘by 
the diligence of the Mussulmans f and wealthy must have been the 
prize, if 20/500 drams could 'lie set apart for the fifth of tl# apostle, 
The resentment of the public and private loss $trmu^Ued Abu Sophi4n 
to Collect a body iff 3000 men, 700 of vfyom wOro armed with cuirasses, 
and 200 were fhounied on horseback ; 3000 camels attended his march ; 
and his wife Henda, with fifteen matrons of Mecca, incessantly sounded 
their timbrels 'to animate the f/oops, and t<> magnify the g^atnfe*** of 
Hobabjht most popular, deity of 'the Caal^s. T^e standard of God 
and of Mahomet was upheld by 950 believers ; the dispropoiifen of 
numbers was not more alarming than in the field of 13edcr ; and their 
presumption of victory prevailed against the divine and human sense 
of the apostle. The second battle was fought (A,r>. 623) on mount 
Oh id, six miles to the north of Medina : the Korcish advanced in the 
foim of a descent : and the right wing of cavalry was led by CUlcd, the 
A01 ccst and most successful of the Arabian wanders. The troops of 
Mahomet were skilfully posted on thp declivity of the hill ; and their 
rear fras^guarded by a detachment m 50 archers. The weight of their 
charge impelled and broke the centre of the idolaters 5 but in the pur- 
suit they lyt the advantage of tfreir ground : the arohers deserted their 
station : the ^Luscultnojjs were tempted by the spdil, disobeyed*ih$in 
general, and disordered their ranis. Thcdnjrepid Gated, wheeling his 
cavalry on their flank and rear, exclaimed, with*a bud vokft that 
Mahomet was slain. He was indeed wouided jp the face with a javelin r 
two of his teeth were shattered with a stone ; yet, in the midst of 
and dismay, he repioached the mufl^fe with the murder of a prophet » 
and blessed the friendly hand that staunched his blood, andVotdr^yoa 
him to a place of safety. Seventy martyrs died forth* to <pfdtepoopleV 
‘’they fidl, said tire apostle, in pairs, Oaeb brother eibWdiftf WA 
opmpanion: their bodies were mangled by i (wJMNM# i 
Mecca 5 and the wife of Abu SophUn, tasted Iraioim 
( the uncle of Mahomet* They might applaud IMr 
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satiate tlicir fury ; but tile Mussulmans <50011 rallied in the held, and* 
the JCorcish wanted strength or courage to undertake the siege of 
,Mcuma. It was attacked the ensuing year by an at my of 10,000* 
^UCmtcs ; and dhis third expedition is variously named fiom the 
nations^ which (A.D. 635) marched under Ifyo banner of Abu Sopliui^ 
from the ditc& which was drawn before the city, and a camp ot 3*00 
Mussulmans. The prudence of. Mahotnet declined n geucial em».»v 
menu the valour OF Ali w<ft> *igi^ilized in single combat ; and the u h 
was protracted twenty days, till the final separation of the confeder- 
ates. A tempest* of wind, ram, and hail, overturned their tents ; the* 
private quarrels^ were fomented by an insidious adversary ; and tin. 
korcish, deserle& by thSir allies, no longer hoped to subvert the throne, 
Or to check the conquests, of their invincible exile. 

The chqice of Jerusalem for the first kebla of pnfycr discovers the 
early propensity of Mahbmet in favour of the Jews ; and happy wodld 
it have been for their tempoAl interest, Tiad they recogni/cd, in the 
Arabian prophet, the hope of Israel and the promised Messiah. 
Tfrcir obstinacy converted his friendship into infptaeable hatred, with 
which he pursued (a,d. 633 — 637) that unfortunate npople to the lftsl 
moment of his life : and in the double character of an^aposdc and a 
conqueror, his persecution was extended to both Worlds. The Kai- 
noka dvfcluat Medina under the protection of the city: he seized the 
occasion of an accidental # tumult, ahd summoned them to*qjnbiace 
his religion, or contend with him in battle. u Alas,” replied the 
trembling Jews , u are ignorant of the use of anns, but we persevere 
in the faith and worship of. our fathcis ; why wilt thou reduce us to 
the necessity of £ just defence?” The unequal conflict was ter 
minuted in fifteen days and it was with extreme reluctance that 
Mahomet yielded to the importunity of his allies, and cSnsented to 
spare the lives of the captives. But their riches were confiscated* 
their arms became more effectua^Jn the hands of the Mussulmans ; 
and a wrefehed colony of 700 cxiffcs was* driven with their w*vc? and 
children to implore a refuge on the confines of Syria. The Nadhirites 
were more guilty, •since they conspired in a friendly interview to 
assassinate the prdphet. He besieged their £a$tle#thr$e miles fiom 
Medina, hut their resofcttc; defence obtained an honourable capitula- 
tion i and the J|ar*isoif, sounding their trumpets and beating their 
drums, was permitted to *lcpa* with the honours of war. The Jews 
had excited and joined the war of the Korcish : no sooner had the 
mf&ns retired from the thay Jdahomcl, without laying aside hia 
atmour, matched*on the sadie day to extirpate the hostile race of the 
children of Komidha, After a resistance of twenty-five days, they 
surrendered At discretion* They trusted to the intercession of their * 
wfjMk Wediha t they could not be ignorant that fanaticism 
feetihgs of humanity. A venerable elder, <to whose 

th#^s£ppealed, pronounced the sentence* of their death ; 

* 
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700 Jews were drngge<} in chains to the market-place of the city :#they 
* descended alive mto the giave piepaied for their execution/ and 
burial ; and the apostle beheld tfith an inflexible eye the slaughter of < 
his helpless enemies. Their sheep and camels were # inherited by th8 
Mussulmans : 300 cuira$se%, 500 pikes, 1000 lances, composed the most 
useful portion of the spoil Six days' journey to the liortl^east of 
Medina, the ancj,ent^nd wealthy towrfof^ChaibargMs the scat ^>f the 
Jewish power in Arabia ; the territory, a fertile spot in the desert, was m 
' covered with plantations and cattle, and protectory ei^ht ci&tlcs, 
some of which were esteemed of impregnable strength. The forces . 
of Ma|ibltnet Consisted of fi6o horse and* 1400 foot : xti the succession 
df eight rtigOl&r and painful sieges they were exposed to danger, and 
fe%de, and hunger j an«3| the most undaunted chiefs despaired of the 
evebt The apostle revived their faith and courage by the laxample of 
All, on^whotn he bestowed^he surname of the Lion of <*od : perhaps 
we may believe that an Hebrew champion of gigantic stature was 
cloven to the chest b^ his irresistible scymetar ; byt we cannot; pmjse 
the mpdesty of romaude which represents him as tearing from its 
hinges the gate 8f a fortress, and wielding the ponderous buckler in 
his left hand. After the reduction of the castles, the town of Chaibar 
submitted to the yoke. The chief of f thc •tribe was tortured, In the 
presence cof Mahomet, force » confession of his hidden treasure 1 
the industry of the shepherds and husbandmen was rewarded with a 
precarious toleration t they were permitted, so )ong»as it should please 
the conqueror, to improve their patrimony in equal shares, for A/r 
emolument and their own. Under the reign of Omar, the Jews of 
Cbmbar were transplanted to Syria \ and the caliph Alleged the injunc- 
tion of Implying master, that one and the bue religion should be pro- 
fessed in his native land of Arabia. 

Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet were turned towards 
Mecea, and he was urged by tiic sacred and powerful motives 
to revisit, as a conquos or, the city and the temple from whence fee had 
been driven as an exile. The Caaba was present^ hl$ waking and 
sleeping fancy : acidic dream Was translated into vision aftd pw&faVYi 
be unfurled the holy banner 5 anfl a rash yroim^ of success too hastily 
dropped from the lips of the apostle. HfssnUMph^ftom Medina to 
Mecca displayed the peaceful and solqpm ppmp of t pilgrimage 1 70 
camels chosen and bedecked for sacrifice, preceded the Van $ the sapred 
territory was respected, and? the Captives were dismissed without {a* 
som to proclaim his clemency txna devotion Hut sooner did Ma- 

homet descend into the plain, within a days jou^ey or the than 
’ he exclaimed, “they have clothed themsefafee wWrtftk AM df tera f 
flic numbers and resolution of J the Koreish DpMM MMtaW S ftttd 
fhe roving AMS* of the desert might desert ^mmtk 
they had followed fot; the hope of spoil The WHtpd frhWs 
Wo a coo} and cfcuffetis politician : he waved to the 
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apostle of God, concluded with the Korcish and their allies a tmcc of/ 

ton ^cars, engaged to restore the fugitives of ^lecca who should cm* 
bract his religioij, and stipulated only, for the ensuing ycai, the hum- » 
blc privilege of t entering the city as t friend, and of remaining tlyoe 
Says to accomplish the rites of the pilgrimage. A cloud of shame 
and sorrow Jiung on the retreat of the Mussulmans, and their clis* 
appointment might justly accuse the failure of a prophet who fiad 
so often appealed to the evidence of success* The faith and hope of 
the pilgrims were rekindled by the prospect of Mecca r their $ woids 
were sheathed ; aeven times in the footsteps of the apostle they encom- # 
passCd the Caaba : the Koreish had retired to the hills, and Mahomet, 
after the custorftary sacrifice, evacuated the city on the fourth day. 
The people was edified by his devotion ; the hostile chiefs were awed, 
Or divided. Or seduced ; and both Caled and Amrqp, the future con- 
querors of Syria and Egyp k t, most seasonably deserted the sinking 
Cause of idolatry* The power of Mahom<* was increased by the sub- 
mission of the Arabian tribes : io,ooo soldiers were assembled for (he 
conquest of Mecja* and the idolaters, the wcajcer party, were pasily 
convicted of violating the truce. Enthusiasm and discipline impelled 
the march and preserved the secret, till the blare of* ten* thou sand fires 
proclaimed to the astonished Korcish, the design, the approach, and 
the irresistible force of flic gnemy. The haughty Abu Sophian pre- 
sented 629) the keys of the city, admired the variety ojatms and ^ 
ensjgns that passed betofo him in review ; observed that the son of * 
Abdallah had acquired a mighty kingdom, and confessed under the 
scymctar of Omar, tliat he was the apostle of the tine God v The re- 
turn of Marius and Sylla were stained with the blood of the Romans : 
the revengh of Mahomet was stimulated by religious zeal, and his 
injured followers were eager to execute Or to prevent the order of a 
massacre. Instead of indulging their passions and his own, the victo- 
rious exile forgave the guilt, and united the factions of Mecca. II is 
troops i« three divisions marcHN inlojthc city; eight and^twgntyof 
(he inhabitants were slain by the sword of Caled ; eleven men and mk 
women were proscribed by the sentence of Mahomet ; but he blamed 
theOru&ty of his* lieutenant ; and several of the yiost obnoxious vic- 
tims were Indebted fqr they: lives to* his clefncncy or tonteinph The 
chMTs of the Koi$i&h«were prostrate at his feet, “ What mercy can 
you expect frofca the nian wjjjom you have wiongcd ?’ “ We confide 
in the generosity of our kinsman.” u Ant! you shall not confide in 
v&kx ; begone t you are safe, you* are <rcc/ The people of Mecca 
deserved thelit *pardefv by the pJtfrcssion of Islam ; and after an exile 
of seven years, the fugitive missionary was enthroned as the prince and 
prophet m hU hadve country. But the 360 idols of the Caaba wort 
igiy^iniously broken : the* house of God was purified an<( adorned ; 
example td future times^the apostle again fulfilled the duties*of 
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a pilgrim ; and a perpetual law was enacted that no unbeliever should 

* dare to set his foot on (he tcrutoiy of the holy city. / 

The conquest of Mecca determined the f.iilh and bhedicnce qf the ' 
Arabian tabes 5 who, according to the vicissitudes *of fortune, had* 
obeyed or disregarded the eloquence or the arms of the prophet. In- 
dhierence for rites and opinions still marks the character of the 

* Bedouins $ and they might accept, as loosely as they hold, the Soctiino 
of the Kg tan. Vet an obstinate rctmianl still adhered to the religion 
,md liberty of their ancestors, and the war of llonain^derived a plopcr 
appellation from the idols % whom Mahomet had vowed to destroy^ and 
whom the confederates of Tayef had worn to defend. * Four thousand 
pagans advanced with secrecy and speed to surprise the conqueror ; 
they pitied and dfspLcd the supine negligence of tlie Kereisb, but they 
depended upon the wished, and perhaps the aid*of a people who had so 

* lately renounced their god*, and bowed beneath the yqke of their 
enemy, f The banners of Medina and Mecca wore displayed by the 
prophet ; a croVd of l^plouins increased the Strength or numbers of the 
cmqy, and jtswoo q Mussulmans entertained a rush odd sinful presump- 
tion of their ipvinublc strength. The/ descended without precaution 
mto the valley of Jftonain j the heights had been occupied by the arch* 
cr$«artd stingers of the confederates ; their numbers were oppressed, 
their discipline was confounded, their cduragq was appalled, and the 
Korcbh* smiled at their impending destruction. The prophet, on his 
white mule, was encompassed by the enemies ; he attempted to rush 
against thpir spears in search of a glorious death : ten of bis faithful 
companion', interposed their weapons and their breasts : three t>f these 
fell cloud at luo feet : “ O my brethren,” he repeatedly tried with sorrow 
and imhgnaron, u I am the son of Abdallah, I am the apostle of truth ! 

0 man, stand fast in the faith ! O God, Send down thy succour ! M >Ii$ 
uncle Abb is who, likenhc heroes of Homer, excelled in the loudness 
of hr%voicc* made the valley resotm^vvith the recital of thrifts and 
promises of God : the flying lvloslems returned from all sides to the 
holy standard ; and Mahomet observed with plea^ur^, that the furnace 
was again it-kmdleji ; his conduct and example tc&tovod the battlc^aqd ^ 
hc*animated his. victorious troopsito inflict a mearcileSs revenge on the 
uuhors of their shame. From the field of' Hbtydxy he.marcbed with- 
>ut delay to the siege of Tayef, 60 miles S.E. of Mecea, a fortress of 
strength, whose fertile lands produce the truits € of $yfia in the midst of 
the Arabian desert, A friendly trK>e, in&Mucted (I Jmow not hew.) ih 
the art of sieges, supplied him with 6. tram of batteTterot^ ag*d mtii* 
tary engines, with a body of 500 artificers. Sue it was i& 1M1 that be 
offered freedom to the slaves of Tayef ; that he vjolaWd W* Ofh laws 
by the extirpation of the fruit trees j that the bf 

tfife minors 9 that the broach was assaulted tfir 
siege of twenty days, the prophet sounded a retreat, he 
' with a song of devout Mmnph, and affected to pray for due tepoftfctep * 
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&nd%«afety of the unbelieving city. The spoil of this fortunate expe- 
dition amounted to 6000 captives, 24,000 c.unels* 40,000 slu < p, and 4000 • 
ounces of silver*, a lube who had l»#]ght at Jlorum, reda mul tlieir 
prisoners by th$ sacnfiee’of tlieir idols; but Muhonut compensated 
the loss, by resigning to the soldiers his fiftlpof the phmder, and wished 
for their feak*, that he possessed as many head of c itlle as there weie 
lrccsjm # thc provide of Tehanm. Instead of chastising the defec- 
tion of the Korcisn, he cnclc'avolred to cut out thou* tongues (his own 
expression), and to secure their attachment by a superior measute of # 
libe Jollity ;* Abu Sophian alone was presented with 300 camels and 20 
ounces of silver#; and JNTecca was sincerely convert ed to the profitable 
religion qf the Koran. The 'fug Hives and auxiliaries complained, that 
they who had borne the burthen were neglected to ^he season of vic- 
tory* " Alas/ replied their nrtfpl leadOi, “ suffer me to conciliate these 
recent enemies, these doubtful prpsclytospby the gift of some perish- 
able goods. To your guard 1 entiust my life and fortune* You ,ue 
the companions of my exile, of my kingdom, of my puradi 40.” lie was 
fallowed by the deputies of Tayef, who dreadfd t}>c repetition qf a 
siege. Grant us, O apostle Of God 1 n truce of tlitec ycais, v ith the 
toleration of our ancient worship.* “Not a month, not an hour,” 

* Excage us at least ti on* the obligation of prayer.” <k Without prayer 
religion iS of no avail.” Tlfey submitted in silence \ then* •temples 
were demolished, and the# same sentence ofMqstructioh was fxcculul 
pn all the idols of Arabia. His lieutenants on the shores of the Kul 
Seat, the Ocean, and the Gulf of Pcisia, were saluted by the acclama- 
tions of k faithful people ; and the ambassadors who knelt hefoic the 
throne of Medina, were as numerous (says the Aiabian piovub) as the 
dates that fall from the maturity of a palm-tree. The nation submitted 
(A.t). 63?) to the God and the sceptre of Mahomet; the oppiobuous 
name of tribute was abolished ; the spontaneous or lelucum oblations 
of alms fyad titlus were applied**^ the service of religion : and 144,000 
Moslems accompanied the last pilgrimage of the apostle# 

When Ileradms returned in triumph Irom the Persian war, he enter 
tain£d, at Emesa* one of the ambassadors of Mahomet, alio muted 
WO Pences and nations of the cartfc to the profession* of Islam. £>n 
th& foundation* the r?<jJ *>f*the Arabians has supposed the secret con- 
version Of timC&r&tian empeior : the vanity of the Creeks lias feigned 
a phonal visit to the jfrince # of Medina, vho accepted from the royal 
bounty a rich domain, and a tecu#e repeat, in the province of §yrU. 
But the friendship of. jH^adiujr ffnd Mahomet was of short cofttmu- 
auce : the new religion had inflamed rather than assuaged the rapa* 
OiOU$j«flrit of the Saracens j and the muider of an envoy afforded % 
frdWflt pretence for invading, with 3000 soldiers, the torriioiy of Pales* 
tint?, to tine eastward of the Jordan. The holy banftcr 

Vhu to tfoidj and such was the discipline or ewjhtiaiasm of 

im rimng sect, that the noblest chiefs served fityhuiit tehtcranco, under 
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v thc stive of the prophet On the event of W$ decease, J. infer ani 
Abdallah wore sutcessy/ely substituted to the command ; and tfcthe 
• thicc should perish m the war, the tioops -were at^liotucd to clea , 
their general. The three leatlei s wcie slam m the batiJe of Mttta*(A,a # 
6*9), the hist military action which tried the valpui of the Moslems 
against a foreign enemy/ Zetd fell, like a soldier, in jhe foremost 
ranks: the dcSith of Jaafar was heroic and memorable; hcjostlus 
right hand; he shifted the standgnl /o l is left; the left was scored 
from his body ; he embraced the standaul with lus bleeding stijmps, 
mil he was transfixed to the ground with fifty honourable* wounds. 
^Advance,* cried Abdallah, who stepped info the vacant place, * ad- 
vance with confidence ; etfkor victoiy onpaiadue is *our own/ 7 1 he 
fence 0f a HOnitm dmded the alternative ; but the falling standaul 
was rescued by sfeled, the prp»d>tc of Mecca, nine swoid > weie 
broken in his hand; and lus valour Withstand and repulsed the m\w> 
mr minjbern of the CtutbtiAs. ln f the nocturnal council of the tamp 
he *wa$ chosen to command : his skilful evolutions of the etvwng day 
secured either the victory m the Retreat of the Samcyms ; add Caktlas 
uwwnod amonfe lus brethren and lus comics by the glorious appelfe* 
lion of the Smnfqf God, In the pulpit, Mahomet described, with pi o* 
photic rapture, the c towns of the Mossed m.utyjb ; but m private he be* 
trayed t|iC feelings of human natine . he ^as^iupmcd as hc,wqU*over 
the datiuMer of Keid : 4< JVhnt do* I see f said ti\c astonished yot;u*> < 

“ Vou sic, 77 replied the apostle, “a fuend who n deploring tlte lo^fc of 
his most faithful friend,* After the conquest of Mttca the &oveieign 
of Arabia affected to prevent the hostile preparations of HerarUiWf 
and soh mnly (\jd, 630) proclaimed war against the Romans, without 
alUrinptinjr to disguise the hutdships and. dangois of the enterprise. 
The MobkifiS wic discouraged : they alleged the want of money, 
m hoiscs, 01 piovisions; the season of harvest, and the intolerable 
heat of the summer : u Holt is much hot tei , J> said the indignant prophet, 
He diuhuned to compel then ^ervicof hut on lus return he admonished 
the most guilty, bv an cwommunir ation Of fifty days, tha desertion 
enhanced the merit of Abubrki r )# Othmnn, and the faithful companion 
who devoted their* Jivqs and fpituncs ; and Maholftet displayed W*. 
bather at the hind of tojoco hofte and 10,000 f foot. 
was the dtstiess of the march : lassitude an& 4 hu^jt vfero ^ggravatod 
by the scotching and pestilential wmds«of tly desert; ten mo# rod# 
by turns on the same camel ; and they woe i educed to the shameful 
necessity of dunking the waWr frtfm ^the belly of tlpti useful an^tsd, 
In the midway, ten days* journey worn Medina they 

reposed mar the grove and fountain of Tabuc* Jfeyohd tfciA 
♦Mahomet declined the prosecution of tfcf 1 hi d#^ himtm 
s^wfied with the peaceful intentions* he was 
by the rnmfel wmty, of the emperor of the *$pt 
sfotrepid Caltd spread abound the tcuor # of hit ttta t Wd f&pm 
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recent the submission of the tribes and cities, fioin the Euphrates to 
Aihfy at the head of the Red Sea, To his Qiristian subjects, Ma- 
. hornet icadily g waited the security c>f their persons, the fieedom of 
Jhdr trade, tiic property Of their goods, and the toleration of tfrur 
worship. The weakness of their Arabian^ biethren had restrained 
them from opposing his ambition : the disciples of Jesus wcreendcnuccT 
to the enemy of the Jews ; and* it was the interest of a conqueror to 
prdp<fte a fair capitulation to*the»most powerful religion of the earth. 

Tili the age of sixty-three years, the strength of Mahomet was equal 
to the temporal ai#d spiritual fatigues of his mission. His epileptic fits, an 
nbsufd calumny # of the Greeks, would be an object of pity rather th.ui 
abhorrence ; but he seftonsly* believe^ that he was poisoned at Chni* 
bar by the retenge of a Jcwisli female. During four years, the health 
of the prophet declined ; his infirmities increased ; bfct his mortal dis- 
ease Whs a fever of fourteen days, which deprived him by intervals of 
the use of reason* As soon as he Was conscious of his danger, he edi- 
fied his brethren by the humility of his virtue or penitence, " If there 
be any man," sakh the apostle from the pulpitp a whom I have tin- 
justly scourged, I submit own back to the lash of retaliation. 
Hitve I aspersed the reputation of a Mussulman? let him proclaim 
toy faults in the face of the congregation, Has any one been de- 
spoiled *of* his goods ? the ligle that I possess shall compensate the 
principal and the interest. of the dfcbL" w ¥e$," replied a *ou;c fiom 
the croud, “ I am entitled to three drams of silver." Mahomet 
heard the Complaint, satisfied die demand, and thanked his creditor 
for accusing 'hint in this world rather than nt the day of judgment. 
He beheld With ^emporate firmness the approach of death ; enfran- 
chised his slaves (seventeen men, as they are named, and cloven 
women); minutely directed the order of his funeral, an<f moderated 
the lamentations of his weeping friends, on whom he bestowed the 
benediction of peace. Till the t%ird day before his death, he rcgul.uly 
performed the function erf public* prayer*; the choice of Abebefccr to 
Supply his place, appeared to marie that ancient and faithful fiiend as 
h& successor in tine sacerdotal and rqgal office ; but he prudently de- 
tlfruitl the risk and envy of a more explicit nomination. # At a moment 
whim feis faculties wcne v&ibly impaired# he called, for pen and ink, 
to write# of mo#5 psopefly to dictate, a divine book, the sum and ac- 
complishment of all his sevolations ; a dispute arose in the chamber, 
whether he should be allowed to supersede the authority of the Koran ; 
and the prophet was forced to repave lift indecent vehemence of his 
difccipkis. If tb& slightest* credit may be afforded to the traditions of 
his wives and companions^ he maintained in the bosom of his family, 
Wtt to the last moments of fci$ life* the dignity of an apostle and the* 
} described the visits of Gabriel, who bade a# 
to the earth, and expressed bis lively eoABdcpee, 
Wt the ipercy# but of the favour# of the*Sup*eme B#j£. In 
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f imihar discourse he had mentioned lus special prerogative, that the 
angel $>f death was not allowed to take hi? soul till he had respectfully 
as^ed the peimission ol the prof/hf t. 'i he xequest itas gi anted,; and* 
Mohametumnedutdy fell mto tire agony of Jus dissolution : his head w a* 
cechned cm the Up of Ayesha, the best beloved pf all his wives ; he 
fainted with the violence of pain; rooming his Spirits* he jaised Ins 
eyes towards the ioaf of the house, aitd, with a steady look, Though a 
faltering voice, ultcred the last broken, though articulate, voids . K 0 
God 1 . . , * . pardon my sins * . . • , Yes, . * * . k I come, . \ . 

among my fellow -uttrens on high ” and thus peaceably c\puccb(A*u 
033. J line 7) on a parpet spread upon the fltjor. An expedition lor the ro n- 
<juest of Syria was stopp^l by thi^mouinfuloycnt* themmy halted at the 
gates of Medina*? tie chiefs were assembled icmnd their dying master. 
The city, more especially the house,- of the piophet was % stone of 
clamorous soriow or s^lenf despa u : ftaauchw alone could suggest a 
nay of ilope and consolation. u How can he be dead, our witness our 
intercessor, ogr mediator, with God? By Cod, hc # is not dead; 13 to 
Mpsoa and Jesus he is wrapt in a holy tianre, and 9pt pdily will he 
ltfturn to hiSi faithful people.* The c evidence of sense was disre- 
garded j and Omar, unsheathing lus stjmctar, threatened to stnkc off 
the heads of the infidels who should dare f > affirm that thebpfophet 
was no*mprc. The tumult was appeased by the weight and mod ela- 
tion of slbubekcr. u Js> it Mahomet/' sand he to Dinar and the multi- 
tude, v or the God of Mahomet, whom you worship * The Gpd of Ma- 
homet hvoth for ever, but the apostle was a moital like ourseh ts, 
and ic< 01 ding to Ins own prediction, he has experienced the common 
late of moiulity.” He was piously inferred by the hands of lus 
ncaiv-st hmtnun, on the same spot on whi< h he expired ; Medina has 
been sanctified by the and burial of Mahomet j and the mmipvjt- 
able pilgiuas of Mecca .often turn aside fiom the way, to bow m 
voluguxy devotion, bt foie the simpl/tomh of the prophet* « 

At the conclusion oi the life of Mahomet, it may peihaps be otpet ted, 
ti\at I should balance his faults ami vntacs, thetf I should d*cMa 
whether the title f of enthusiast* or impostor more property bdna?^ 
tfy&t oxunoidmaty mam f Had I»becn m^tnatejv cppyerUM with the 
von of Abdallah, the task would still be diffiowt> f an* the succor H»- 
<y amp : at the distance of twelve ccotyiies, I darJdyVonWi^ his 
♦hade thiough a cloud of religious incense*; and eeuld I truly de* 
Ijncate the portrait of an hcmi^ the fleeting resemblance would not equally 
apply to the solitary mount of Heri, # to tho» pteaeher to 

die conqueror of Arabia. The author of a mighty revoWofo appoati 
to have been endowed with a pious and contcmp&tfrq 45 ^^$#^: #0 
>oou ns mqruage hud raised him above tfy© ® *hd 

ntfouled the path# of ambition and avarices •# Wfih 

heh\ed with and would btae died 4 mm TN 

itiwty oi GM i« an (idea most congenial t4 M&m 4 * 4 ytod * 
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slight conversation with the Jews* and Christians would teach him to 
despke and dettst the ldotahy of Me cca It v*Jk the duty of 1 man and 

*a cjtmra to impaft the doettme oi salvt lion, to itsc uc his country fiym 
the dominion of sm and < uoi. f he energy ot a mmd mcess intly h nt 
on the same object* ■would c on vert a genual obligation into a particul 1* 
call* ihgw&rtn sugge tious of the undci standing or the fine}, would 
he fclj as the inspirations 0/ hciVcn , the labour of thought would cv 
pire m laptme and vision, ante the inward sensaiibn, the invisible 
momtbi, would b<jde%ubed with the form and attabutes of ah angel ^ 
of Cud riom enthusiasm to imposture, the step is perilous and. 
slippery the dasnon of bocr ites chords a memorable instance, how 
a wi^c man may deceive himself, how a good man miy deceive othu , 
ho* the conscience may slumber m a mixed and middle ftUe between 
sclf*il]i*ap:ft and vplunt u.y finud • Charity m ly believe that the origin d 
mdriwa of Mahomet weie those of pure *nd genuine benevolence 5 
but a human missionary 1$ incapable oi thui&hing the obstmafe unbe- 
lmveis who ic ject his chums, despise hi* ai^umtmts, and persecute his 
liie; tye might fox/ive his personal adversaries,™? may lawfully lijjte 
the enemies of God , the stern | 5 a >szons of pride and vevgige wut kin- 
dled m the bosom of Mahomet, and he sighed, like the prophet of N me- 
veh, fftr thes destruction ofr the n hols whom he h id comb mntd. 1 lie 
in^ustite of Mecca, #nd the cftoice qf Mcdun, tiansfqnued cm en 
Uitoapnncts tlic hufablejataclier into the leadci of ainucs,#>ut hu 
sword was consecrated by the i> ample qf the stmts; and tin sum, 
God who afflict* a sinful world with pestilence xml earthqu ikes, mi lit 
inspire for their conversion or chastiscnu nt the valour ot his sci v ml * 
In the exorcise of political govemnunt, he was c entpcll< cl to ilnu of 
the stern rigom of fanaticism, to comply m some measure vwlh the p? 
judtees and passions of his follower*, and to employ even the uu } oi 
mankind as the instruments of then saltation 1 he use oi fnud mil 
poifidy, oi* cruelty and injustice, V ne oftui subservient to the pjopi 
Uptfion of the fkith , and Mahomet commanded 01 approved the assus 


unation, of the je^s and idolaters who had escaped fiom the field of 
t^Tfr By the repetition of such <&ts, the character of* Mahomet 
t#u$t have bepn gudu jUy sunned ; and the influence of tuc h puna 101^ 
li&bits would be* poprly^dmpc usated by the practice of the peisonal 
and «ocvad Wtnfis winch arc n^< essiiy to m nut an the uput ition of a 
piophet among his secures and friends Of lus last ytais, ambmon 
dm ruling pusstomi and a pohiiAm mil suspect, that he secictly 
Willed (thfc victorious importor 1 ) the enthusi ism of lus youth ami 
thqi w 4 ulity oi his proselytes, A philosopher will observe, that that 
jfimufty gad #wr success, would tend moic strongly to fortifv the assur- * 
ofjbd&divmO mis&ioh, thht his interest and religion were mscpaia- 
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s norencc, the sins of Mahomet may be allowed as an evidence of his ' 
* m< erity. In the support of truth, the arts of fraud and fiction mW be 
deemed less criminal ; and he would have started at {he foulness of the 
means, had he not been satisfied of the importance a*nd justice «of the 1 
^end. Even in a conqueror or a priest, I can surprise a word or action 
Of unaffected humanity ; and the decree of Mahomet, thgt, in the sale 
of captives, the mothers should never be separated from their^hildren, 
may suspend or.moaeratc the censure of *the historian, •> * 

The good sense of Mahomet despised the pomp of royally; the 

* apostle of God submitted to the menial offices a the family ; he 
Kindled the ire, Swept the floor, milked the ewes, and mendecP with 
Ids oWtt hands his shoes and his woollen g&ment* Disdaining tlu 
peirntmoimdiSherlt of ah hermit, he observed, without effort or vanity, 
the abstemioiis diet of an Arab and a soldier. On solemn occasions 
he fohsted his companions with ruAic and hospitable pleiS^^^ut in 
his domestic life, many weeks, would elapse without; a fire being 
kindled on the hearth of the prophet The interdiction o( wine was 
confirmed by his example ; his hunger wa$ appeased with a sparbg 
allowance of barley-bread ; he deli&Jited in the taste of milk trnu 
honey ; but His ordinary food consisted of dates and water. Perfumes 
and women were the two sensual enjoyments which his nature required 
and hi} religion did not forbid Their incontinence was regulated by 
the civil <tmd jteligious 3*iw» of the Koran : their, incestuous alliances 
were blamed, the boundless Ucence of polygamy was reduced to four 
legitimate wives or concubines ; their rights both ot bed and of dowty, 
u oi c equitably determined; the freedom of divorce wa$ discouraged, 
adultery was condemned as a capital offence, and fornication. In 
cipher sex, was punished with an hundred stripes? Such were the 
calm and Ational precepts of the legislator : but in Ids private conduct, 
Mohamet indulged the appetites of a man, and abused the claims of a 
prophet The youth, the beauty, t£e spirit of Ayesha* gave her a 
uipdHor ascendant : she was* bdovcCand trusted by the prophet * and, 
after his death, the daughter of Abubeker was long revered Sd the 
mother of^the faithful During^the twenty-four years 'of the madri^ge 
of Mahomet ijfithNCadijph, her vouthful husband kbstUined 
ffght Of polygamy, and the pride or tenderness §f #ie vnhftmWe mfsm 
was never insulted by the society of a rim. Aftftf her death, he 
placed her in the rank o£ the four pcnfcct w »th flta Of 

Moses, the mother of Jesus, aijd Fatima, the best Proved iritis 
daughters. u Was she not bid V %iid Aycslta, with the insedautfe of a 
bkvnmng beauty; w has not God given ypu a better 
“ No, by C»od, w said Mahomet, with ah effusion of 
w there never tm be a better ! she behevpd in ipe, irhfa 
me x she relieved my wants, when 1 was poor / 

In the largest indulgence of polygamy, the fiautto# qjf W*d 

empire might aspire to multiply %h m * sf , 
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ana ijuncal succession. The hopes of Mahomet weie laullydnap- 
pointld. She four sons of Cadijah died in thefc infancy. Maiy, his 
Egyptian concubthe, was endeared t<4 him by the birth of Ibi ihmi. 
At the end of fifteen months the prophet wept over his grave ; but fie 
sustained with firmness the railleiyof his enemies, and checked the, 
adulation or eft edulity of the Moslems, by the assurance than an et h t >* e 
of tho^uR was not occasioned by* the death of the infant. Cadijah had 
likewise given him four diufghtSrs, who were married to the mna 
fatthftrl of his disciples ; the three eldest died before their father ; but 
Fatima, wKb possessed his confidence and love, became the wife of 1 
her cousin Ali, aad the jnother of an illustrious progeny. Ilic moi it 
and misfortunes of AH and hif descendants will lead me to anticipate, 
In this place, the senes of the Saracen caliphs, a title which describes 
the cojrim&ndcr$ of the faithful* as the vicars and Successors of the 
apostle of God. * • . • 

The birth, the alliance, the character of Ali, which edited him 
above the Vest of his countrymen, might justify his claim to the Vacant 
tfirone of Arabia. •The son of Abu Taleb was,lh his own right, the 
chief of the family of Bashem,*nd the hereditary ppnee or guardlhn 
of the City and temple of Mecca. The light of prophcc/was extinct ; 
but the Jmsband of Fating might expect the inheritance and blcssin 0 
of her father ; the Aiabs had Sometimes been patient of a female reign ; 
and the two grandsons of *he proplfet had often been fondled m his 
lop, and shown in Jus pulpit, a$ the hope of his age, and the chief of 
the yotflth of paradise. The first of the true believers might aspire to 
march before them in this world and in the next ; and if some were of 
0 graver and more rigid cast, the real and virtue of Ali were nc\cr 
outstripped by any recent proselyte. He united the qualifications o# a 
poet, a soldier, and a saint his wisdom still breathes in # a collection 
of moral and religious sayings j and every antajjontet, the combats 
Df the tPflguO or of the sword^.was subdued by his eloquence and 
phjiur. From the first hour of his mission to the last rites rtf his 
fbnemh the apostle was never forsaken by a generous friend, whom 
he ^Hghted tc > tame his brother, 4iis vicegerent, and the faithful 
Aaron of a Second Moses. The son pf Abu Tatcb %as # aftcrwards re- 
pmachod wlwglectitfe to secure his interest by a solemn declaration 
Ofnjte right, which VouTd have silenced all competition, and sealed his 
SUCCCS&ion by the decree* of Heaven. But the unsuspecting heto cqfl* 
fgjtoi in hiibseif % m* jealousy of rfstrtpifc, and perhaps the feat of 
apposition, might Suspend the resolutions of Mahomet ; and the bed 
ff fiefoess Wasubstegcd by the artful Aycsha, the daughter of Abubeker, 
the enemy of Ali* * 

y fH Silence death of the prophet restored the liberty of the* 
i m 1 companions convened an assembly to deliberate on 4c 

mm m nls n^scessor. The hereditary claim and lofty spirit of AH, 
offensive toad aristocracy of elders, desirous* of bestowing and 
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icsuming the sceptre by a fice and frequent election : the Kercish 
could never be rc< orAnlcd to the pioud pre-eminence of the mt of 
ITashcm ; the ancient discord qf the tubes was rcWndledj the /z^r-* 
Met of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina asserted their respect hi 
•merits, and the rash proposal Of choosing tuo independent cahpiu 
vuuld have crushed iu their infancy the religion and empire of the 
Stuarens* The tumult was appeased by the disinterested ^solution 
of Omar, 'who 633. June y) siMdcWy renouncing his own pt ex- 
tensions, stretched forth his hand, and declared himself the firsc sub- 
1 jecl o( the mild and venerable Abubcker. Tire uigcAcy of the moment 
and the acquiescence of the people, might exotic this* illegal and pre- 
cipitate measure 5 but Omar himself confessed frpfcn the pulpit, tliat if 
any Mussulman shou’d hereafter presume to anticipate the *ifli Ago of 
his brethren, both the elector and the fleeted would be worthy of th nth. 
After the simple inmiguiaripn of Abubcker, lie was obeyed m Medina, 
Mecca, op d the provinces of Arabia ; tho Hashemite* alone declined 
the oath of fidelity j and their chief, in his own hous^, maintained, 
above six months, a ^ItUen and independent reserved without listening 
to the threats of Qmar, who attempted consume with fire the habita- 
tion pf the daughter of the apostle. *The death of Fatima, and the 
decline of Ins party, subdued the indignant* spirit of Ali ; hq coftdc- 
sc ended to salute the commander of the* 'faithful, accepted Ris excuse 
of the qeCbsSity of preventing their comtnan enemies, and wisely re- 
jected las courteous offer of abdicating the government of the Arabian! 
After a reign of two years, the aged caliph was summoned by the angel 
of death In his testament, with the tacit approbation of the com 
pinions, he (a.d. 634. July 24) bequeathed the sceptrs to the firm and 


liittcpid viituc of Omar. H 1 have n6 occasion, J n said the modest candi- 
date, u foi the place.” “ But the place has occasion for you* replied 
Abubcker ; who expired with a feivent prayer, that the God of MaSho- 
met would ratify his choice, and dnccrfflhe Mussulmans 5 n way of 
tonedrd and obed'cncc. The piayer was not ineffectual, since AU 
himself, in a life of privacy and prayer, professed to nevpre the supurlpir 
worth and/hgnity of his rival ; who comforted him $>r the loss o^SSS 1 *, 
pine, by the mqst fluttering nurkf of confidence and esteem. In W? 
tvtelfth year of his reign, Omar received a fnortaPwoun^ from the JkiiicJ 
of an assassin : he rejected wi<h equal impartiality tho names of W$ 
son and of Ali, refused to bad his conscience V^th the fins of his mm 
cessor, and devolved on six pf tfcur most respectable campMoftStf*#® 
arduous task of electing a commanded of t 3 \o faithful * Ott'tSui 
siom Ah was again blampd by his friends for submitflug to 

the judgment of men, for recognising their jurisdiction w £ 

place among the six electors, Ho might have obtate$ MW 
had he deigned to promise a strict im servile to 

the Koran and tradition, but likewise to the dftttiittteip Of too 
v With these limitations, Otfatoafy tV seetwtftfof Ifahc#^ 
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• (a,ja 644. Nov. 6) the government j nor wab u till after the 
thirufirnliph, tweuty-foui years after the death of gtlie piopht t, that Ah 
ptts invested, by jrtie popular choice, with the rcg.il and sacci dotal 

• oftico. * The manqei<? of the Aiabians 1 Gained then purmiive simplu ity , 
and the son of Abu Taleb despised the pomp and vanity of UI115 world. 
At the hour o£ prayer, he icpiited to the mosque of Medina, dotlicd* 
in a thin cotton gown, a coarse tuibart on his head, his slippers m one 

» hand, und his bow i * the othe*, instead of a walking %ta£f. The com 

• p mioiy of the prophet and the chiefs of Lhe tribes saluted their new 
soveieign, and g.w him their right hands as a sign of fealty. 

Th£ mischiefs that flow from the contests of ambition arc usually 
confined to the tfacs arM couatucs in which they have been agitated 
Hut the religious discoid of the fnends and enemies of Ah lia$ be6n 
lenewed in^every age of the Hegira, and h still maintained in the «n- 
moit,ri**halrcd of the Persians ’and Turks. The former, who me 
branded with the appellation of hides or s?ctaries. have enriched the 
Mahometan creed with a new article of faith j and if Mahomet be the 
ai^sUe, his compaiyon Ah is the vuar, of Cod. their pihatc con- 
vene, in their public worship, tl^ey bitterly ^xccrdte the three usurpoi «► 
who intercepted his indefeasible light to the dignit^ of* lmauru and 
Caliph; aftd the name of Omar expt esses in their tongue the peifod 
accomplftlunent of wickednesg ana impiety. The Sonnite^ who .no 
supported by the general consent aneborthod 034 tradition of thrift usvjI 
mans, entertain a more impartial, or at least a more decent, opinion. 
They respect the fhemory of Abubeker,Omar, Othman, and All, the 
holy and legitimate successors of the prophet. But they assign the 
last and most humble place to the huduud of Fatima, in the pt 1 - 
suasion that the order of succession was determined by the dc giccs^f 
sanctity. An historian who balances the lour caliphs wflh <1 hand 
Unshaken by superstition, will calmly pronounce that their mannois 


were alike puieand exemplary ^Lhat their zeal was icr\ cut, and pio- 
bably sincere 5 and that, in the midst of Riches and power, then 4 i\< s 
wetC devoted to the practice of moral and religious duties. But the 
public virtues of Abubcker and Omaj;, the piudcnce of the fust, the 
of the seebnd, maintained the peace and $>rospotjfy of tliur 
reigns. The feeble tem^er^aivl deolimifg age of Othmnn wuc incapable 
*of 6u$tai»iU& thb weighs of conquest and emphe. IJe chose, and he 
Was deceived $ m trusted ancW he was beintycd : the most deserving 
of the faithfdl became useless or hostile to his government* and h\% 
lavish W*nty Whs productive only^qf' ingrJfli tude and discontent, The 
* Spirit pf discord Vent fotth*in the provinces, their deputies assembled 
Ot Median, and the Charegites, die despera c fanatics who disclaimed 
the yoke ^subordination apd zeason, wci * confounded among the 
AtpH who landed the redress of their wrongs and tbg 
1 4 m thoiy opliressorj. From Cuts, from Bassora, from 

ffftf from tribes of urn desert, they rose in. arms, Encamped 
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about a league from Medina, and dispatched an haughty mund*rte to 
their sovereign, requifing him to execute justice, or to dcsccndAiom 
thp throne. Hts repentance began to disarm ancf dispose tjhc in- 
surgents j but their fury was rekindled by the arts of his enemies : and 
Che forgery of a perfidious secretary was contrived to blast his icpitta- 
tidn ahd precipitate his fall. The caliph had lost tho*tmly guaid of 
his predecessors, the esteem and confidence of the Moslems ; \luj mg a 
siege of six weeks his watet and proidri&ns were intercepted, ami the 
feeble gates of the palace were protected only by \he semphs of tlw 
more timorous rebels. Forsaken by those who had abused hi* sim- 
plicity, the helpless and venerable caliph expected <the appiomh of 
death ft the brother of 4yesha mardicd at the head of the assassins ; 
and Ofhman, with th » Koran in his lap, was (a.D. 655, June tS) pierced 
Wb & multitude of wounds, A tumultuous anarchy of five dp vs was 
appealed by the inauguration of A^li \ Jiis refusal would have provoked 
a general massacre. In this pahaful situation he supported the be- 
coming pride of the chief of the Hhshemittes ; declared that he had 
rather serve than rei$h $ rebuked the presumption b\ due strangers and 
required theibmal, if not the voluntary, assent of the chiefs pf the 
nation. Me nas never been accused of prompting the assassin of 
Omar; though Persia indiscrcetly*celcbrata^ the festival of tju* holy 
martyr* The quarrel Jbetwcen Oilman 'and his Subject wd$ assuaged 
by the refriy mediation t»f Ali ; and Hassan, the eldest of his Sons, 
was insulted and wounded ip the defence of the ,cuhph, Vet it is 
doubtful whether the father of Ha$s&o' was streiiuous qnd sincere In 
his opposition to the rebels ; and it is certain that he enjoyed 11 ms 
benefit of their crime. The temptation was indeed tf such magnitude 
a«£ might ^ agger and corrupt the most obdurate virtue* The ambi- 
tious candidate no longer aspired to the barren sceptre of Arabia : the 
Saracens had been victorious in the East and West ; and the wealthy 

a oms of Persia, Syria, and Egyp$ were the patrimony of the com- 
er of the faithful* * * 

A life of prayer and crnucmplation had not chilled the, martial 
activity ofi'AH ; but in a mature age, after a long experience* Of 
kjpd, he Will hriraVed i» his conduct the rashness and indmefetioff x>t 
youth. In the first days of his reign (a*U 
secure, either by gifts or fetters, the doubtful alle$k$i$e of Telha ahd 
Zobeir, two of the most powerful of the Arabian chiefs* They eaea#d 
fiom Medina to Mecca, aqd frto thence to BUsStnfaj; eroded Tty 
standard of revolt; and usurped government <tf of 
which they Bad vainly solicited as the reward 0? jhtit jmt ' Tty* 
mask of patriotism is allowed to cover the m#f; v |Mhg insist- 
encies $ the enemies, pethaps the assassin^ *## && 

landed vengeance for his blood* They trlM* 

jww of net xue, an implacable batted against ww yosowiis smo ui| 
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^setjrlty of Fatima, Tlfe mast reasonable Moslems were scandalise#/ 
tl^C.ihe wiflfer'df the taitti&l/sboultf ij^se an a camp her person 
ahd^dbtoicj^r ; jiut tie superstitious crowd was confident that her 
presence would tsanctify the justice* and assure the success, of their 
cause, Af the head of 20,000 of has loyaj Arabs ? and 9060 valianj 
auxiliaries o£ Gufa, the caliph encountered and defeated the superior 
fiuihber% of the rebels under tjie walls of Bassora, Theijr leaders, 
Tclhw and ^obeir, Were siaufcm che/fiirsf^^fe'^nt; stained Whh civil 
Waoc^ ,th£ imw ; of < the ;Mosl^S^ <Jfe‘ to 

the tfbld* In tlie'heatof /the action, sev^^:«^n^:who J^l^mbddlc 
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coqra|#l j i$e 'distant provinces, of .Xetpen,, bbd„!lJf 

' were *abdti&i or seduced by his' ,cts iftjr rival : am} 
ires .aimed .against 

, £a,tall .qjniy to the ow^iij.’of '.^ahoiinlet,':, 'JiMie t^mpl^df^M^ica 

$1! distvdm'.b^^ie^eiil^h 

y 4*»d state j i^ey |boa.'.i^ee#ittHt'’' ! tiiie 'dw&r,o£' Alv 
1 : stt»d. of bis firijimd^qvt^t, due yfcerby pf„:Egypt r . wouldrestb^die 
peace add v-w*!' ;.assa*^nb phose bis-yietiftw 

cpoisoii^d ’life," $$KfainA% repaired 1 tt> : j&e 

". i .a«eoeM;jiije^|a.- %e»ii«wltiticm'was eeaiIy,ide$pertitft':,but'fi» 0 ')Sre):. 
, a»ste^|4iSj(fc' , ^rsp)((. -wM and •*&*$$)$$ fafrto «b» pcfciipted 
• d|ijM6j»aa#«i*. tmkv^9NS»^^r ..wft 


^ U re ifif <m< * lBl* 1 * • hp< . : 


**~,v 

imm 


mm 


kI«tNI 


WMsm 










% I 


*3ft£ JZ/SE A m r AT tor Tlir SARACLN FMPUtr. 


1 

5 T 


aAto\the death of All, he negotiated the abdication of lus son Hassan, 
Whoip mind was either above or below the government of the w 01 Id, 
nhd who rctited without a sigh from |ho pxlace of Cufa to in humble 
cell rifear the tomb of hi$ grandfather* Ihe aspiring wishes of die 
caliph weie finally a owned by the important change ol an elective to 
an hcrcditai^ kingdom* Some murmurs of freedom or iinaticism at* 
tested the reluctant e of the Araiks, and four citi/ons of Medina iefus< d 
the o&Ii of fidelity ,%ut the*<k signs of Moawiyah werp conducted with 
vigour and address ; and his Son* Yezid, a feeble and dissolute > outh, 
was piodanned a* the commander of the faithful and the $ucccssoi of < 
the aftosile of God 

A famdur story is ldJted of*the benevolence of one of the sons of Ale 
In serving at table, a slave had inadvertently dropt a dish of scalding 
broth on hjS master * the heedless wretch fell prostrate, to deprecate 
his pflultshment, and repeated a \cise of the # Koran s "Paiadiso is foi 
those who command then angjer I am not angry * — and for 
those who. pardon offences *— *1 paidon^your offence * — "and foi 
those who lOtum ^ood for evil ” — “ I give you pour liberty, and fom 
hundred pieces of silver*^ With an equal mcasuic of piety, Hoscm, 
Jhe younger brother of HasSaa, jnhented a icmnarit of his fathers 
spirit, f and semd with honour against the Christians in the siege of 
Constantinople. The pnfhogtnitoro of the line of Hashcm, ^pd the 
holy ^hfirjacter of grandson of the apostle, lfa*l centered in hie neison, 
and he was at hbcrty*to piosecute his claim agamst Yezid, the tyiant 
of pama^tus# wlioSc vices he despised, and whose title he hid neiu 
deigned to acknowledge. A list Was stcietly tiansmitled from Cufi 
tb Medina, of 140,000 Moslems, who professed their at! lthmcnt to his 
cause, and who were eager to draw their swords as soon as he should 
appear on the banks of the Euphrates. Against the advice of Ins 
wisest friends, he lesolved to trust his person and family in the hands 
of $ perfidious people* He Unversed the dcseit of Arabu with 1 
timorous Kfcmue of women and children ; but as he approached the 
confines of Irak, he was alrnmcd by the solitary or hostile free of the 
country, and suspected either the defection or turn of his paity His 
jdst i Qtdjdajlah, the governor of Cufa^ had evtingmshed 
the first sparks of an msuyeation ; and Hosdn, m the plain of Kcr- 
bd% was epcom|>assed liy a body of 5000 horse, who rotate pted his 
coxnmunica^on with the aity awd the m er. IJo might still h ivc escaped 
to a &jrtre$i In the desert, that had # defied the powci of G&sar and 
Chostoes, and confided rn the fid$i#y of die tube of Tai, which would 
have armed I0,dbo whmW In his defence. In a conference with the 
fdf tint enemy, he proposed the option of three honourable con* 
he should be allowed to return to Medina, or be sta- f 
a Matter gatuson against the Turks, or safely conducted 
dSefie* of Vend put; the commands of the caliph, 0* fan 
^ Absolute $ and Hosgin was informed that 
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he mast either submit as a captive and a criminal to the commander 

of the faithful, or expect the consequences of his rebellion. “ Dfyjrou 
think,* replied he, "to terrify me with death?* And, during the 
short respite of a night, he prdjiarcd with calm anq solemn ratugna- 
tion to encounter his fate. He checked the lamentations of bis sisleV 
Vatican, who deplored the‘ impending ruin of his house. “ Our trust," 
said Ifoscin, "is in God atone, All things, both m heaven and 
earth, must perish and return to their Cicaton My broths, my 


father, my mother, were better than me j and every Mussulman has 
' an exnipple in the prophet" lie pressed his fi tends to consult 
♦heir safety by a timely flight 5 they unanimously refused to desut oj 
survive their beloved master j and their courage w*us foittficd by a 
fervent prayer and the assurance of paradise. On the morning of 
•the fatal day, h» mounted on horseback, with his sword in one hand 
and tfce Koran ia the Other : his generous band of martyrS consisted 
only »f thirty-two horse ‘and forty foot j but their flunks and mar 
were secured by the tent-ropes, and by a deep trench which they nod 
filled with lighted faggots,' according to the practice of the ^rnps. 
The enemy advanced with rductancp ; and one of their chiefs de- 
serted, with ‘thirty followers, to claim the partnership of inevitable 
death. In every close onset, or single combat, the despair of the 
Fatunites was invincible j but the surrojindjftg multitudes gaUed them 
from a* distance with a qloud of aurows, and the horses ana men were 
successively Shun j a truce was allowed od both sides for tbe'hour of 
prayer? and this battle at length expired by the dearth of the last of the 
companions of Hosein. Alone, Weary, and wounded, he Seated hhp» 
self at the door of his tent As lie tasted a drop of water, he was 
pierced in the mouth with a dart ; and his son* and nephew, two 
beautiful youths, were killed in his arms. He lifted his hands to 
heaven, they were full of blood, and he uttered a fiitieral prayer for 
the living and the dead. In a transport Of despair hfo Sister iSstfod 
from the lent, and adjuicd the general of the Cufians, that be fottld 
not suffer Hosein to be murdered before his eyes i a tear trickled down 
hip venerable beard ; and the boldest of his aolflieip fell ba Ok on evpty 
side os trie dyin&Jiero threw hW,clf among ,them. The mn<na&nts 
Sbamer, a oafno dettstdd by fW faithful^ reproached theft: ppwarfoep j 
and the grandson of Mahomet was ( a . d . dSfeaOa te$ ekfoud&jMeo 
and thirty strokes of lances and swoids. After they £ad MMW Oh 
his body, they carried his head to the castle of Cpfa, an ‘ ‘ 

Obcidpilah struck him on din mduth with a oatfo i A 
an aged Mussulman, “ on these bpa’have l seen dfo $ 
of God 1" In a distant age and climate the 
death of Jfoseia wiU awafcen the sympathy of ICMk 

/he annual festival of his martyrdom, in thg 
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When the sisters and children of Ali were brought in chains to the 
. throne of Damascus, the caliph was advised to extirpate the enmity of 
a popular and hostile race; whom he nad injured beyond the hope of 
reconciliation. But Yezid preferred the counsels of mctcy ; and the 
mourning fapiily was honoumbly dismissed to mingle their teais >wtfi 
their kindred at Medina, The glory of martyrdom superseded the 
right* of primogeniture ; and the twelve imaDms, qr pontifis, of the 
Peisinn creed are Ali, Hassan, ftoscin, and the lineal descendants of 
Ho*un to* the i*nth generation. Without arms, or treasures, or sub-* 
jet xf f they successively enjoyed the veneration of the people, and pro- 
voked the jealoUtsy of flie reining caliphs : their tombs at Mecca or 
Medina, on the banks of the Euphrates, or in the province of Chora- 
san, are still visited by the devotion of their sect. 'Bheir names were 
often «®he pretence of sedition anti civil War ; but these royal saints de- 
spised the pomp of the world, Submitted to the will of God and the in- 
justice o £ man, and devoted their innocent lives to the study and 
practice of religion The twelfth and last of thylmaums, conspicuous 
by the tide of Mokadiy or tjje Guide, surpassed the solitude and 
saictity of hisjpredecessors. He concealed himself >in a caravan near 
Bagdad : the time and place of his death are unknown ; and his 
Votaney pretend that he ftill Jives, and will appear before the day of 
judgment to overthrow the tyranny of DejuJ, or the Antbfanst In 
the lapse of two or three Centuries the posterity of Abbas, tbeuncle of 
Mahomet, had multiplied to the number of 33,000 : the race of Ah 
might be equally prolific ; the meanest individual was above the first 
and greatest of princes ; and the most eminent were supposed to excel 
(he perfection of Sngels. But thoir adverse fortune, and the widecx- 
tent of the Mussulman empire, allowed an ample scope fiflr every bold 
and artful impostor, who claimed affinity with the holy seed : the s< ep- 
tn* of the Almohades inflpain mid Afric, of the Fatimites in Egypt and 
Syria, oPthe Sultans of Yemen, and *>f the Sopht$ of Persia, his 
fiftth consecrated by this vague and ambiguous title. Under their 


descendants of Mahqqjct and All is honoured with the ap- 

B ks, or afoertfs, or emirs. In the Ottoman empire, they 
>d by a gmen turban, receive a stipend^ Trom the 
Igcd only by their chief, and, Ijowever debased by for-* 
Sr, still assert the proud preeminence of their blrjjn 
£ hundred perspns, die pure and orthodox Wmnch of 
^ i$ preserved without taint «r suspicion in the holy 
anti Medina, and still retains, after the revolutions 
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of twelve centuries, the custody of the temple and the soveroignupsf 
their native land. Tht- fame and merit of Mahomet would ennoble a 
plebeian race, and the ancient Mood of the Korebh transcend^ the 
recent majesty of the kings of the earth. " 

, The talents of Mahomet are entitled to our applause, but bis rite- 
cess has perhaps too strongly attracted our admiration. • Are we sur- 
prised that a multitude of proselytes should embrace the doeftine and 
the passions of ait eloquent fanatic ? An the heresies of the church, the 
same seduction has been tried add repeated from the time of the 
apostles to that of the reformers. Does it seem incredible that g pri- 
vate ettfoen should grasp the sword and the sceptic, subdue his native 
country, and erect a monarchy by his victorious arms ? In the moving 
picture of the dynasties of the East, an hundred fortunate usurpers 
have (trisen from a baser origin, surmounted mOre formidable. obstacles, 
and Sited a larger scope of empire apd conquest. Mahomet was 
alike instructed to preach and to* fight, and the union of these oppo- 
site qualities, while it enhanced his merit, contributed to his' success jt 
the operation of forefi and persuasion, of enthusiasm and fear, cod- 
timially acted on each Other, till every harrier yielded to their irresist- 
ible power. Jlis Voice invited the Arabs to freedom and victory, to 
arms and rapine, to the indulgence of their ^darling passions o in tide 
world and the Other; the restraint^ which he imposed were requisite tb 
establish foe credit of the prophet, and to exercise the obedience of 
the people; and the only objection to his success was his rational 
ctccd of the unity and perfections of God. It is not the propagation 
but the permanency of his religion that deserves our wonder j the 
■same pure and perfect impression which he engraved at MecCa and 
M&bna, is preserved, after the revolutions of twelve centuries, by, the 
Indian, the African, and the Turkish prosdytes of the Koran. If the 
Christian apostles, St Peter or St Paul, could return to the Vatican, 
they might possibly inquire the ndme of the Deity who is worshipped 
with 'such mysterious rites ifi that magnificent temple a* Oxford 
or Geneva, they would experience less surprise } but it might stilt be 
incumbent on them to peruse the'cetechjsm of the chhrch, and to sfodv 
the Orthodox cnirufientators on their own writings and fop wardgoT 
their Master. But the Turkish dome of At. Sophia, wjth aft increase 
of splendour and sire, represents the humble .tabomhcle •erected at me* 
dirta by the hands of Mahomet The Mahometans have n^foWWiy 
withstood foe temptation of during the object of fofor foifohftd for 
vorion to a level with the afosek and imagination of mga, * 
in one Oqd, and Mahomet rife sfoosUe of God,* is foe' si 
^variable profession of Islam. The intellectual imagfc$f 1 
never beta degraded by any visible idol : tho henodfo 
We never transgressed the measure of human .♦rafcf J 
prUcepts have restteteed the gratitude of hit QwkMw 
pf reason and religion, ‘The votaries of Aiijndfo InfoW « 
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tlte ^nembry of their hero, hi§ wifei.and his children, and some of the 
J^'ah^dooi^'pre^ni^th^t 'tha'divine essence was incarnate in t&e 
'J^iias^uiaaa^ ; pa^ j ;Vtt^W!r;^3Uper&titloiL is universally con- 
deraileftt hy thb Sonnites 5 and dieir impiety has afforded a seasonable 
hgftjhsjt. tho worship of saints and njartyrs. The metaphysical 
%o^tS^ ; Olathe attithutes of God, and $te liberty of man, have bpen 
a^itat^ih the athodls of the M^homet^ns, as well as id those, of the 
:Chl^tiah$ ; ^arib^fhoi ffrrnip:' 3% ".the pas- 
of ihe' 'people or^ 'The 


jte^ lijAs, ..^us-s^w^j^s^f ,<if Jibe 


■ y iTJt .^y,»:.h'Jiil i i r * »7 1 


ajtfl la,*® 

isit^^^ilp ^#ijip^6»lB^^'^eif ‘'^bae ‘wil^V^'fSj^ .This 
practieal disadvantage } the 

;W }**» ‘owt^jase^lf* 8 *“l 

%T hit •t-vunttyj ’ aiui the ittstitfttions of «the , jVrh^an ..dfcsert may 
y^ipP 1 ^'' 1 **'* ^ e • w® 8 ^' atidCohstanti- 

fmfifT rir frirni Vf-^rf i.^rpynjirf^il'tir^nnr’ *»'*»» head the 


^ chmcter of ;Mahomeh The most bit- 

- i ‘stian! or Jewish foes^ will surely allow 
" if^a to inculcate, a snlhUry doctrine, 
[fpf p»usly supposed, a$ the tosis of 
r ; Of their prior revelations, the vh> 
^eh founderi *1116 idols of Arabia Tjcre broken 
6bd *• the blbod^f fcum<^ victhn$ # was expiated by 
_ r hjiid alms* tbefeudahle innocent arts of devotion?'; 
had’ punishments of a futiirejifo were ported by t^e 

ial«td at! ignorant nnd carnal genet^tid 1 *? -'M$f 

dabble of dl^fe *M»bral and <«*? 


Eer i^tye ^liard^.' 1 Hor sovc?M^^ ! ’fai:fcst jbf ^; : ea^cnt and ra« 

^o^y^rts^ati(3l! $ 1 $^ the^l^^swii ' 

to ihe ; :yaJl'py of BjamasOu^ and %he hanks of 
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apfj^rance of a military force revived and confirmed the loyalty of the 
fartlifftl The inconstant tubes accepted, with humble repentance, the 
3 uUcsi»of prayer, ftnd fasting, and alm^': and, after some examples of 
success and seventy, the most daring apostates fell prostiatc bcfoio 
the sword of the Lord and of Catcd. In tlte fertile province of Ye- 
manah, Ijjjtwcfen thd Red Sea and the, Gulf of Persia, in a city not 
inferior to Medina Itself, a pqv c^ful chief, his name was Mobcilama, 
had assumed tlie character of a prophet, and the tribe of Hanifa listened 
tohis*voic^. A fcmale prophetess w*$ attracted by his reputation: , 
the decencies of words and actions were spumed by these favouiitog 
of heaven. An obscure»eente^ce of his Koran, ofr book, is yet extant ; 
and, in the pride of his mission, Moscilama condescended to offer a 
partition of the earth. The proposal was answered bjfi Mahomet with 
cortt<®pt j*but the rapid .progress of the impostor awakened the fears 
of hi? successor t 40,000 Moslems were assftnbied under the standard 
of Caled 5 and the existence of their faith was resigned to th$ event of 
a jjtecisive battle. In the first action, they were rqpulsed with the loss 
of men $ but the skill and perseverance of their general prevailed : 
their defeat was avenged by the slaughter of 10,000 idfidds ; and Mo- 
seiiama himself was pierced by an Ethiopian slave with the same 
javdkfr which had mortaMy wounded the uncle of Mahomet The 
1 various rebels of Arabia, without a chief or a cause, were spewhly sup- 
by the powenmd discipline of the rising monarchy ; Jhd the 
whole pauon again ^rofcsffed, and more stedfastly held, the religion of 
the Koran. The ambition of the caliphs provided an immediate c\rr- 


£ * mjf the restless spirit of the Saracens : their valour was united in 
jmssecvitioh 0 f an My ivar 5 and their enthusiasm was equally 
Con&ined by opposition and victory. * 

mm the rapid conquests of the Saracens ^’presumption will natur- 
fBf Scrfse that the ftUSfc caliphs commanded in person tlic amies of the 
Wtbfjd* tod sought the erdwn of martyrdom in the foremost rente of 
M The courage of Abubcker, Omar, and Othman, had in- 
deed beep tried ki persecution and wars of the prophet: and the 
pgglgpdi aj&umce of paradise must haW taught thsnt to despise dm 
^msim Wd dangers $f the t present Voride *But thcy*ascended the 
throne * Vfnmblq dr sn&ture age, and esteemed the domestic cares 

M4 ^bstice the mos^importabt duties of a sovereign. Ex* 
ar at the siege Of Jerusalem, their loaf eat ex- 
pmtfoa# were thfc fregu«;at pilgrimagfe f«*n Medina tp Mecca; and 
tthfy received th& tidings oi* vTctt 


Wiy tStfe tidings of victory as they prayed or preached 

Wfoc* dMt-Mptdchni «f the prophet, the austere and frugal Measure 
*a* the clfeet of virtue of habit, and the pride of their 
the <«'» Magnificence of the kings <if the earth. 
eWpamed the office ofcatiph, he enjoined bis daughter 
%«ts» «?e a. strict account of his private patfimony, that it plight 

HkthtJim A* Ktt ttwKa rtr irtmrtvM'aWI Tw *tsah v 
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of the state. He thought himself entitled to a stipend of three piofes 
of gold, with the sufficient maintenance of a single camel and a ,mvk 
slave $ but on the Friday of epch week, he distributed the residue of 
his. own and the public money, first to the most worthy, and then'to the 
/nost indigent, of die Modems, The remains of his wealth, a coarse 
garment and five pieces of gold, were delivered^ to. his successor, who 
lamented with a modest sigh his own inability to equal such OH admir- 
able model Yet the abstinence and,fim«uhty of t?mar were nor infe- 
rior to the virtues of Abubokor j his food consisted of barlcy-biwid or 
dates j his drink was water ; he preached in a gown*tlut was torn or 
tatterpd in twelve places ; and a Persian satrap who paid his homage 
to the conqueror, found him asleep among the beggars on the steps of 
the mosques of Medina. Economy is the source of liberality, and die 

reward for the past and present services of the faithful. Cai©!ss of 
his own emolument, he assigned to /Sabas, the uncle of the prophet, 
the first and most amide allowance of 25,000 drams or pieces of suvef. 
5000 were allotted to%ach of the aged Warriors, the»rebcs of the field 
of Beder, and the last and meanest of dm companions of Mahomet 
was distinguished by the annual reward of 300O pieces. One thousand 
was the stipend of the veterans who had /ought in the first battles 
against the Greeks and Persians, and the decreasing pay, as Mw as 50 
pieces pfhilver, was adapted to die respective merit and seniority of 
the soldiers of Omqr. Under his reign, and that # of Ms predecessor, 
the conquerors of the East were the trusty servants of God and the 
people : the mass of the public treasure was consecrated to the expenses 
of peace and war ; a prudent mixture of justice and bounty, maintained 
tlfc discipline of the Saracens, and they united, by a rare felicity, the 
dispatch and execution of despotism, With the equal and frugal maxims 
of a republican government The heroic courage of Ali, the con- 
summate prudence of Moawiyab, exeffed the emulation of their' sub- 
jects*; and the talents which <iad been ekercised in the school of Civil 
discord, were more usefully applied to propagate the faith* and 
dominion «of the prophet In the sloth and vorujy of the palace of 
Damascus, the suA-eediag princes of the house of Ommiyah wersrajBJfe 
destitute of the qualifications of statesmen awl of joints, > Yet the 
spoils of unknown nations Wore continually faidtat the feet #£\$me 
throne, and the uniform ascent of till; Arabian greatness mu st be 
asenbed to the spirit of the nation sntber than the abiikiespf ti»ri r 
A large deduction mast be allowed for tire weaJares»,of CM* 

The hbth of Mahomet was fortunately placed in the 4 tM driffeaerate 
and disorderly period of the Frisians, the Jhwnaae,w»<M|e ImMgtriaa* 
of Europe s the empires of Trojan, or even of 
snagtvc, would have repelled the assriilt of tjbp 
torrent of fanaticism might hare been tost# the mmmJ 
In thft victorious days ot the it H"' 
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senate to confine their counsels and legions to a single war, and 
Completely to suppress a first enemy before the? provoked tlic liostili- 
t ties of a second. # These timid maxima of policy were disdained by the 
magnanimity or enthusiasm of the Arabian caliphs. With the same 
vigour and success they invaded the successors of Augustus, and those, 
ofArtaxerxes* andHhc rival monarchies at the s<unc instant became 
the prey # of an enemy whom they had been so long accustomed to 
1 despise. In the tqn^ycars of fhe Sdminiatration of Ontar; the Saracens 
reducwl to his obedience 5 36,000 cities or castles, destroyed 4,000 
chur<Jics oi f temples of the unbelievers, and erected 1,400 Basque* for 1 
the exercise qf the rcligjpn of Mahomet. One hundred years after hift 
flight from Mecca, the arms aftd the reign of his Successors extended 
from India to the Atlantic Ocean, over the various and distant pro- 
vince&which may be comprised under the names of, t Persia ; II. 
SvriiTjiII* Egypt 1 IV/ Africa: and, V. Spain. Under this general 
division, f shall proceed to unfold these memorable transactions > dis- 
patching With brevity the remote and less interesting conquests of the 
Ehfift, and reserving a fuller narrative for thos£ domestic countries, 
Which had been included within* the pale of the Roman empire. Yet 
I must excuse my own defects by a just complaint qf the blindness 
and insufficiency of my guides, The Greeks, so loquacious in con- 
troversy/ lAve not been anxious to^ celebrate the triumphs^ of tlicir 
encodes* After a century pf ignorance, the fiftt annals of the Mussul- 


man# were collected in a great measure from the voice of tradition. 
Among the numerous productions of Arabic and Persian literature, 
<Wr interpreters have selected the imperfect sketches of a more recent 
age* The art and*genius of history have ever been unknown to the 
Asiatic# ; they are ignorant of the laws of criticism ; and qpr monkish 
chronicles Of the same period may be compared to their most popular 
works, which are never vivified by the spirit of philosophy and free- 
dom* Thp Oriental Ubraiy of a' Frenchman would instruct the juost 
leartod mufti of the East \ and perhaps The Arabs might not find in a 
single historian, $0 clear and comprehensive a nan alive of their own 
as that w&ch will be deduced in the ensuing sheets# 

“nth the first year (a*d. 63a) of thedirst caliph, his lieutenant Cnied, 
the swbrd Of Gpd, aml # tbe*scQuigo of the infidels, advanced to the 
banka Of the Edphifitcs, and reduced the cities of Anbar and Hira. 
Westward of the ruins V Babylon, a tpbd &f sedentary Arabs had 
pod tbmsetVes on the verge pf thc#desOjt ; and Hira \yz$ the seat of 
ofkn*$f ^ho IjW Wfa&cod Ihd Christian religion, and reignpd 
kdboMht 60O years tinder the shadow of the throne ( pf Persia, ff he last 
iffhe Bondars Was defeated and slain by Gated \ his son was sent a < 
; flff v* to hfpdtoa \ bis nobles bowed before the successor of the 
piiji&et f the people wee temped by the example and success of theft 
Oountry>neiv food the cdtiph accepted as the first fruits of tofuign con* 
an flmmal tribute of yo,ooo pieces of gold, ' The conquerors, 
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and even their histories, were astonished by the dawn of their fwrt 
greatness : n In the same year, 1 ’ says Elniacin, “ Caled fought many sigitfvl 
basics; an immense multitude Of the infidels was Slaughtered « and 
spoils, infinite and innumerable, wcie acquired by the victorious 
Moslems.” 1 But the invincible Caled was soon transferred to the 
Syhan war i the invasion of the Persian frontier was ^omjjietcd by 
less active or less prudent commandos : ( the Saiqpons were revised 
with loss in the passage of the Euphrates j and, though they cliastised 
the insolent pursuit of the Magians, thrSr remaining forced still 
hovered fyjthe desert of Babylon. • 

The indignation and fears of the Persians suspended for a mqpient 
their jntestine divisions. By the unanimous sentence of the priests 
and nobles, tjiciqquecn Anema was deposed ( the Sixth of the transient 
usurpers, who had arisen and vanished in three or four'yean^-mci 
the death of Chpsroes and the retreat of Hentthus. Her tiara wai 
placed on the head of Yetdegerd, the grandson bf Cbosroos ; and th< 
same aim, which coiqpideS 'with an astronomical period, has recorded 
the (hll of the Sassanian dynasty and the religion of Zoroaster. Thi 
youth and in©tpetience of the prince, tie was Only fifteen years of age 
declined a perilous encounter 5 the royal standard was delivered inn; 
the hands of bis general Rustam j and a remnant of 30,000 rtgulai 
troops trap swelled in truth, or in opinion', to 120,000 subjects, or allies 
of the 'great ting. The Moslems, whose numbers were reinftreet 
from \2 poo to 30,000, had pitched their camp in the plains of Cadesia 
and their lmc, though it consisted of fewer men, could produce tpori 
soldiers than the unwieldy host of the infidels. I Shall hem obscrvi 
wj^at I must often repeat, that the chaige of the Arabs was not bite 
that of th&.Giceks and Romans, the effort of « firm and compact 
infantry! their military force was chiefly formed of cavalry and 
aicheis 5 and the engagement, which /was often interrupted and often 
icnered by single combats a jid flying Skirmishes, might be protracted 
without any decisive event to the continuance of several days. ’The 
periods of the battle (a,d, 636) of Cadesia were disjingui&bed by /(heir 
peculiar appellations. The firs£ frtro the Well-timed appnaWnSftijf 
6,000 of the Syrian hrethten, waYdonorainated tl$ day of ,<Tbn 

day s&mmtiw might express the disorder of film a$ of 

both, of fits conteadmg nanies. The third, a nnptumaJ inmmfr 
received the whimsical name of the night of tyrpfct ft front tJ$*'dS*> 
cordant clamours, which wem eofcpared to the inarticulate mpdi nff 
the fiercest animals. The morning it the fiuccttstfittg> 4 ay 
the fine W Persia s and a seasonable whirlwind drove »'«#*»« ws mtw 
against the faces of the unbelievers* Tlmddogd|fr tlfi 
echoed to the tent of Rustam, who, hr 
muno, was gently tbdmlng la a cool and ... 

baggage of hi* damp, Mid the train of imdw ** •'W'M* 

8 *il silver. On the sound of danger W Started from Wsf'*""* 
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hk^ight was overtaken by a valiant Arab, who caught huh by the 
toot* struck off his head, hoisted it on a lance, ml mstinily returning 
t bthfc field of battle, carried slaughter and dismay among the thickest 
‘iftnk&of the Peruana. The Saracens*confess a loss of 7500 men ; and 
tile battle of Cadesia is justly described by the epithets of obstinate 
and atrocious. The standard of the monarchy was oVcrthiown ami 
capturedjn tfie ficlfl-^a leathern apron of a blacksmith, who, in ancient 
time* had arisen Vic deliverer *of Persia; but this badge of luion 
poverty was disguised, add almost concealed, by a profusion of prccicn s 
gems* Aftpr this, victory, the wealthy province of Irak or Assyria sub- , 
mitto i to the caliph, and his conquests were firmly established by % 
speedy foundation of Bassorjth, a place which ever commands the 
trade and navigation of the Persians* At the distance of 80 miles from 
the Gulf, the Euphrates and Tigris unite in a broad a$d direct current, 
wbi<& in aptly styled the river of the Arabs. In the mid-way, between 
the junction and the mouth of these famOus streams, thq new settle- 
ment was planted on the western bank ; the first colony was composed 
o£ 800 Moslems ; the influence of the situation soon reared a 
flourishing and populous capital The air, though decisively hot, ts 
pure and healthy ; the meadows are filled with pa^ trees and cattle ; 
fend one of (he adjacent valleys has been celebrated among tWfour 
pmd&efe or gardens of Asia. Under the first caliphs, the jurisdiction 
of this Arabian colony extended oven the southern provinces of Persia : 
the city has been sanctified by the tombs of the companies and 
martyrs j fend the vessels of Europe still frequent the port of Bassomh, 
US a convenient station and passage of the Indian trade. 

After the defeat of Cadesia, a country intersected by rivers and 
canals might have opposed an insuperable barrier to the victorious 
cavalry; and the Vails of Ctesiphob or Madayn, which had resisted 
the battering-rams of the Romans, Would not have yielded to the darts 
of the fiartteefcfe But the flyingePersians (a.jx 63?. March) were over* 
come by the belief, that the la$t day of^heir religion and empire was 
at Band * the strongest posts were abandoned by treachery or cowardice ; 
fend the king, With^. part of his family and treasures, escaped to Hol- 
Wkd the foot of the Median hills. In the thi*d monfh after the 
battle, $aid, rite lieutenant of Omar, passed tfie Tigris Without opposi- 
tion % the capital Wfeg takch by assault ; and the disorderly resistance of 
WP# jfipfevrit a keener edgp to the sabres of the Moslems, who 
shfettted fefMt taltefoii* transport, “Thl| is the white palaceof Chosroes, 
rid? is trite >wi»w» ef the apostle <Sf God l* The naked robbers of 
<pwkt{ifdy *nriche&%eyond the measure of their hope 
eg Each chamber revealed a new treasure secreted with 

0* om^tfetlouriy dl^teyed ; the gold fend silver, the various wfetri* * 
tvmftttjffy surpassed (says Abulfeda) the estimate 
if iifd f ( and feoothet historian defines the untold anh 

iUw Manta thaie*. W the fkhfilotis com nutation of three thousands 
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of thousands of thousands of pieces of gold. Sdme minute tlf/Igh 
curious facts represent the contrast of riches and ignorance. •From 
tb,e remote islands of the Indian Ocean, a large provision of cairphird 
hail been imported, which is employed with a mixtur# of wax to illumi- 
nate the palaces of the East. Strangers to the name and properties 
of that odoriferous gum, the Satacens, mistaking *it for* salt, mingled 
the catnphhc in their bread, and were astonished # at the b!tmn\f«s of 
the taste, One 6f the apartments of* the* palace was decorated with a 
Carpet of silk, sixty cubits in length, and as many in breadth : a»*para- 
* disc ot garden was depictured on the ground ; the flowers*, fruits and 
shrubs were imitated by the figures of the gold embroidery, and the 
colours of the precious stones ; and the ample square was encircled by 
a variegated and ymdant border. The Arabian general persuaded his 
soldiers to relinquish their claim, in the reasonable hope that eyes 
of the caliph would be delighted, witp the splendid workmanship of 
nature and Industry. Regardless of the merit of art and the pomp of 
royalty, the rigid Omar .divided the prise among his brethren Of 
Medina : the picture was destroyed, hut such was hhe intrinsic value 
of the materials, that the share of All Mono was sold for 80,000 drains. 
A mule that earned away the tiara and cuirass, the belt and bracelets 
of Chosrocs, was overtaken by the pursuers a the gorgeous trcjphy was 
presented to the commander of„the fstthfUl, and the gratast of the 
companions condescended to smile when they beheld the white beard, 
hairy arms, and uncouth figure of the veteran, who .was Invested with 
the spoils of the great king. The sack of Ctesiphon was followed by 
its desertion and gradual decay. The Saracens disliked the air and 
situation of the place, and Omar was advised by liis.gencral to remove 
tnc seat of government to the western side of the Euphrates. Incvery 
age the foundation and rain of the Assyrian cities has been easy and 
rapid ; the country is destitute of stoop add timber, and the Knott solid 
structures are composed of bricks baked in the Cun, and joined by a 
cement of the native bitumen? The name of Cu/tu describes an Mm* 
tation of reeds and earth ; but the importance of the pew capital pros 
supported by the numbers, wealth, and spirit of a colony of veteqjmy 
and their liccatfoulness was indulged by the wisest caliphs, who Were 
apprehensive of provoking the revolt or xecyebo s wards 1 "Ye tom 
of Cufa,* said AH, who Solicited, their aid, “you babe beeh noways 
conspicuous by your vattur. conquer&l the Persian long, and 
scattered his forces, till you bad token possession of Ms in&^tanto.* 
This mighty conquest was achieved by the^battle* c&JMh and #fe-, 
ha vend, i After the loss of the former, Ydsdkftoi fie# fcwh 
« and concealed hH shame and despair in the ibdtmWto Of RMHMMW 
fromwhetwft cyeua had descended wWrfak tottel pnd 
jftinion*. The eoumge of the nation snrtfvtto Hat or,itoUre«toMi't 
among the lull* to the south of Ecbatana mjHwMm* ,fto 
siatts inadc a third httdt final stand far th&r tyaftfteft aiVrl 
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thS^ccisive battle of Nchavend was styled by the Arabs the victory of 
victories. If it be true that the flymg general of the Pcibians was 
p atapt jind overtaken in a crowd of mules and camels laden with honey, 
* the incident, however slight or singular, will denote the luxuuous im- 
pediments of an Oriental army. « 

The geography of Persia is darkly delineated by the Creeks and 
Latins ; but the most illustrious of her cities appear to be moie 
> ancieSt than the invision of -the Arabs, By the reduction (a.d, 637 — 
651) of Hamadan and Ispahan, of Caswin, Tauris, and Rei, they 
gradqplly approacAcd the shores of the Caspian Sea ; and the or.ifois 
of Mecca might jpplaut} the success and spirit of the faithful, who had 
already lost sight of the northern bear, and had almost transcended 
the bounds of the habitable world. Again turning towards the West 
and the Roman empire, they rejjassed the Tigris ovdr the bridge of 
Sad, m the captive provinces of Armenia and Mesopotamia, 
embraced their victorious btthVen'of the Syrian army* From the 
palace of M^dayn their Eastern progress .was not less rapid or ex- 
tensive* They advanced along the Tigris and flie Gulf ; penetrated 
through the passes of the mountains into the valley of Estachar or 
Bersepolis j and profaned the last sanctuary of the Magian empue. 
The grandson of Chosrqcs was nearly surprised among the falling 
Columns brad mutilated figures* a sad emblem of the past and present 
fortune of Persia ; he fled # with accelerated haste over the bepert of 
Kirman, implored the aid of the warlike Segastans, and sought an 
hilmble refuge on tfie verge of the Turkish and Chinese power. But 
a victorious army is insensible of fatigue : the Aubs divided their 
forces in the pursuit .of a timorous enemy 5 and the caliph Othman 
promised the government of Chorasan to the first general who shoultt 
crater that large and populous country, the kingdom of Sic ancient 
Bactrians. The condition was accepted ; the prize was deserved ; the 
standard Of Mahomet was planted on the walls of Herat, Mcrou, and 
fiWqh $ m the successful leader neithev halted nor reposed til? his 
foaming cavalry had tasted the waters of the Oxu$. In the public an- 
archy, the independent governors of »the cities and castle* obtained 
tflWbeparate capitulations ; the termsfwcte granted^ imposed by the 
esteem# the prudence* or the compassion, of the victors ; and a simple 
profession Of faah estabfished the distinction between a brother and 
a slave* Alter a noble defench, Hatraosan,* the prince or satrap of 
AhWtfut mi Stoefy was compelled to surrender Jus person and Ms state 
to the dJscnetlon pf thO paliph; mxjetheir interview exhibits a portrait 
ofjlm ttftoiwt. lift the presence, and by the command* of 

0pm the gay Barbarian was despoiled of his silken robes embroidered 
of his tiara bedecked with rubies and emeralds : 4i Are 
fm (ateidt the conqueror to his naked captive ; ypw 
of the judgment of God, and of the different ttymt 
«ff |pdp^r w and obedience P u Alas f replied Harmowm, feel 
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them too deeply* In the days of our common ignorance, we frfyjht 

with the weapons of the flesh, and my nation was superior. f *feod 
was then neuter : since lie has espoused your quarrel, you have stfl> 
vorted our kingdom and religion.* Oppressed with this pamfal dia- 
logue, the Persian complained of intolerable thirst, but discovered 
•Some apprehensions lest he should be killed whilst he was drinking a 
ctip of water. w Be of good courage,” said the Caliph' u ypur life is 
safe till you have drank this water;/' tfyc crafty r satiap accepted the 
assurance, and instantly dashed the 11 vase against the ground. Omar 
, would have avenged the deceit} but his companions represented the 
^anctity of an oath : and the speedy conversion of llarmozan e* titled 
him not only to a free patdap, hut even jo a stipend v>i 2000 pieces of 
gold ^The adrainisti ation of Persia was regulated by an actual survey 
of the people, the cattle, and the fruits of the earth ; and this monu- 
ment* Which attests the vigilance of the caliphs, might havd instructed 
the philosophers of every &ge. 

The flight of Yezdcgercd had carried him (A.B. 651) beyond the 
Oxus, and as far as, the Juxartcs, two rivers of ancient and modern 
renown, which descend from the mountains of India towards the Cas- 
pian Sea. lie ‘Was hospitably entertained by Tarkhan, prince of 
Fargani, a fertile province on the Jaxartes ; the king of Samarcartd, 
with the Turkish tribes of Sogdiana and Saythia, were moved by the 
lamentation and promises of -the fallen monarch 3 and he solicited by 
if supplant embassy, the more solid and c powerful friendship of the 
emperor of China. The virtuous Taitsong, the first of the dynasty 
of the Tang, may be justly compared with the Antonines of Rome ; 
his people enjoyed the blessings of prosperity and peace ; and his do- 
minion wag* acknowledged by forty-four hordes of 4 ihe Barbarians of 
Tanary. His last garrisons of Cashgar and Khoten maintained a 
frequent intercourse with their neighbours of the Jaxartes and Oxus ; 
a recent colony of Persians had introduced into China the astronomy 
of the Magi ; and Taitsong flight be alarmed by the rapid progress 
and dangetbuS vicinity of the Arabs. The influence, and perhaps the 
supplies, of China, revived the hopes of Yezdegard.and the seal of the 
worshipped of flr$ ; and he returned with an army of Turk* 
qqer the inheritance of his fathers. The fortunate Moslems, without 
imshca*hb}g their swords, weire the spectator* of ^ismiin and death* 
the godson of Chosrae? was betray by his servant, insulted by 
the seditious of Merou, and oppressed, defeated, and put* 

sued, by Ws Barbarian a$t$esi Hb reached the banks of a river, < and 
offered his rings and bracelets for m instant ypuMttjht a tplller’a boat 
Ignorant or insensible' of royal distress* the smfctfe tfcjri&d* that four 
4 drain? of save* were the daily profit of be 

suspend his work unless the I m Wo^'«#ridr g* $W? thoptyltt $ 
Station and delay, the last of the Bmmm kJhgs wmp 
.Ml sfamghwMV^ Turidsh cavahft in m 
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r unhappy reign. His son Firuz, an humble client of the Chinese em- 
peror, accepted the station of captain of his guSrds ; and the Maginn 
• wor^iip was lojjg preserved by a colony of loyal exiles in the pro- 
vince of Bucharta., His grandson inherited the regal name ; but after 
a faint and fruitless enterprise, he returned to China, and ended his 
days in the palace <of Sigan. The male line of the Sassanidcs was ex- 
tinct ; lAt the female captives, the daughters of Persia,, were given to 
the^onquerors in servitude*, 6r Carriage ; and the race* of the caliphs 
and knaums was ennobled by the blood of their royal mothers. 

After the fall 8f the Persian kingdom, the river Oxus divided tli<? 
territories of th$ Saracens and of the Turks. This narrow boundary 
was soon (a.d, 710) overleaped by the spirit of the Arabs ; the gover- 
nors of Chorasan extended their successive inroads, and one of their 
triumphs ^vas adorned with the buskin of a*' Turkish t^ueon, which she 
drd|it ?n her precipitate* flight beyond thc*hills of Bochara. But the 
final conquest of Transoxiana ,*as Well as of Spain, was reserved for 
the glorious reign of the inactive Walid ^ and the name of Catibah, 
the camel-driver, declares the origin and merit V his successful lieu- 
tenant While one of fos colieagues displayed th$ first Mahometan 
banner oh the banks of the Indus, die spacious regions between the 
Oxus* the Jaxartes, and the Caspian Sea, were reduced by the arms of 
Catibalf to the obedience of tile prophet and of the caliph,. A tribute 
of two millions of pieces # of gold #as imposed on the InfiS^s : their ' 
idols were burnt or broken ; the Mussulman chief pronounced a ser- 
mon in the new mosque of Carizme ; after several battles the Turkish 
hordes were driven back to the desert ; and the emperors of China 
solicited the friendship of the victorious Arabs, To their industry, 
the prosperity of the province, the Sogdiana of the Ancients, may ill a 
great measure be ascribed ; but the advantages of the soTl and clim- 
ate had been understood and cultivated since the reign of the Mace- 
donian kings, Before the invasion of the Saracens, Carizme, Bochara, 
and Samarcand, were rkh and popular under the yoke of the*$hep- 
herds of the north. These cities were surrounded with a double wall : 


and tfie exterior fortification, of a larger circumference, inclosed the 
f&kte'and gardens of the adjacent district Tjjlte njutual wants of 
'’India and Europe Were* supplied by , the diligent of the fjqgdian 
merchants %. and' the inestimable art of transforming; linen intp pi|ier> 

, has been diffused from Samarkand over "the western wprld, - . ^ ; St • f 

, ^ 4i ih .Nb/sopner had Abubeker restored (a.d. 63?). the upify offaith 
• "'ahd’ Hht^ 'hp dtspatabed a circular letter ' tty’ the Arabian 

*no*$ merciful Gqdt tty thief, rO$t of tb^tnue , 
happtnies's,.and the mc*riy arid blessing 
'the, ‘most high God, and I, pray iofr'hta 1 
‘pr^et ] Mahomet. This is to acquaint you, that 1 interid 

into §fm tv it owt ; of ¥*■' ” 

fpotild >havc you know, that -the*%hrii^^\ife^iOtt \ 
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an act of obedience to God.” His messengers returned witii^he' 
tidings of pious and Partial ardour which they had kindled in <av)#y 
prqviriOe ; and the camp of Medina was successively filled with the* 
intrepid bands of the Saracens who panted for actidh, complained of 
the heat Of the season and the scarcity of provisions, and accused 
wrth impatient murmurs the delays of the caliph.* As^oon as their 
numbers were complete, Abubeker ascended the hill, revftwqjj, the 
men, the horses,® and the arms, and folded forth a fervent prayer for 
the success of their undertaking. In person and on foot, he accom- 
panied the first day's march ; and when the blushing* leaders attempted 
to discount, the caliph removed their bCtuplq? by a^dudaration, that 
those Who rode and those who walked, fn the ,o*vicc of rei.gion, were 
equally meritorious. His instructions to tlvj chiefs of the Svrian army, 
were inspired by the warlike fanaticism which advances to sejze, and 
affects to despise, the ol^jects of earthly ambition. “ Remember,” 
said the successor of the prophet, “ that you are always in the pre- 
sence of God, on gie verge of death, in the assurance of judg- 
ment, arid the hope of paradise. Avoid injustice and oppression ; 
consult with your brethren, and study' to preserve the love and con- 
fidence of your troops* When you fight the battles of the Lord, 
acquit yourselves like men, without tumiftg^your backs ; but let not 
yorir victory be stained with the blood of women or childrerfi ^Destroy 
no pahr-?rees, not burn* any fields of cotn. 4 Cut' down no fruit-trees, 
nor do any mischief to, cattle, only such as you jpll to eat When 
you make any covenant or article, Maud to it, and be as good as yoUr 
word. As you go on, you will find some religious persons who live 
retired in monasteries, and propose to themselves Jo serve God that 
wity : let them alone, and neither kill them nor destroy their monas- 
teries : And you will find another sort of people that belong to the 
synagogue of Satan, who have sliav^ri crowns ; be sure you Ole&ye 
their ^kulls, and give them no quarter till they either turn ^lahomet- 
ans or pay tribute.” All profane or frivolous conversation, all dan-' 

,, gerous recollection of ancient quarrels, was severely prohibited among • 
the Arabs*; in the tumult of a* camp, the exercises of rebgion were v 
assiduously pr^ctu^d ; and th- interval., of action were employee!; IS? 
praye§ : m^ditatioa, and the study of the *K<wr|nf Thfc abuse, or eyeti 
■ ' wine • Was -chastised by fourscore strokes On the soles of 

the' -feet, aud'in^e fervour ,of their priifitiye«teal triririy'aeciet.sinneri;' 
;reVehfed t&eir •&<!&, land* sdlif ited^heir' jwrslrihent . ’ ^ After ! ; s^tfie. hesit :'j 
^e ; cbmriaand\ of the - Syffaa^ajtcy' wak 

ariddevbtimi 'wore ■ ;aS$uagedf i . 

:aihguW'ihlldiJ®ss and .bohevoletfise/rf j 
; 0Sf '^ary the soldiers 'demanded’' m jj^ft 

pealed | might be 'the r 

both'Mfaht 
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'He* obeyed without reluctance ; he was consulted without jealousy ; 
iaSvi -Such was the spirit of the man, or rather of the times, that Caled 
» ‘professed his realdiness to* serve untlar the banner of the faith, though 
it were in the hands of a child or an enemy. Glory, and riches, and 
dominion, were indeed promised to the victorious Mussulman ; but he 
was careful]? instructed, that if the goods of this life were his only 
mefcment, they likewise would be his only reward. 

One of the fifteen provmtes ?)f Syria, the cultivated lands to the 
(';».r»trtard of the Jordan, had been decorated by Roman vanity with 
ihe«nanic of Arabia y and the first arms of the Saracens were; justi* 
fied by the semblance of a national right. The country was En- 
riched by the oeneftts of trade; by the vigilance of the em- 

perors iL v, j.j covered wiih a line of forts : and the populous cities of 
Gqpsa, Philadelphia, and Bosja, were secure, at least from a sur- 
prise, by l hr solid structure oj their wall*. The last of these -cities 
uas the eighteenth station from hfedina : the road was familiar to the 
caravans* of Hejaz and Irak, who annually jd sited this plenteous 
market of the province and the desert : the perpetual jealousy of the 
Arabs had trained the inhabitants to arms ; and <2,000 horse could 
sally from the gates of Bosra, an appellation which signifies, in the 
Syriac Jan gif age, a strqpg tower of defence. Encouraged by their 
first success against the <meft towns and flying parties of thot borders, 
a detachment of 4060 Moslems presumed ttf summon and*a<tack the 
fortress of Bosra, They vv -v oppressed by the numbers of the 
Syrians ; they v^ero saved by the presence of Caled, with i$oo horse ; 
He blamed the enterprise, restored the battle, and rescued his friend, 

. the venerable Scsjabi 1 , who had vainly invoked the unity of God and 
the promises of the apostle. After a short pause, the Moslems per- 
formed their ablutions with sand instead of water ; and the morning 
pmyer was recited by Calc <4 before they, mounted on horseback. 
Confident in their strength, the people of Bosra threw open their 
gates', drew their forces into the plain, and swore to die in the defence 
!of their religion. But a religion of peace was incapable of with- 
standing Tic fanatic cry of “ Fight,* fight ! Paradise* paradise I” that 
re-echoed in the ranks of t fit- Saracens ; and the*upr®ar of the town, 
the ringing of ^bclls, # a^(> tlTc exclai nations of the priests and monks* 
increased the*diiifiay and disorder of the Christians. With th# loss 
. Of two hundred and tflirty men, the Arabs remained master^ Of tWf 
iield j and the ramparts of Bosra, dn expectation of humah^^yinV 
with crdsSes ana consecrated 
lad recommended an early submts]&io<i, ( ;'^$pi's^' 
|teQ^e, mid degraded from his office, he i^taii^ed 
'of' ' 'to'* nocturia! ■ /le ' 

it: subterraneous passage from' 1 ' lis r’fitotatb'e’' 
tfe'.sdn'of the <»Uph, with" 
die" faith of this new ally, ahd tlfWr 
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THE SIEGE OF DAMASCUS, DEE AS, ABV OBEIDAH. 


gave an easy entrance to their companions. After Caled had imp 
the terms of servitudeSmd tribute, the apostate or convert avowed/u 
the assembly of the people his meritorious treason* % I renounc^your* 
$oCic$y$ said Romanus, “ both in this world, and thfe world to come. 
And 1 deny him- that was crucified, and whosoever worships him. And 
I abuse God for my Lord, Islam for my faith, Mecca far my temple, 
the Moslems for my brethren, and Mahomet for mv prophet ; whc^was 
sent to lead usin the right way, and f «to 6x&lt the true religion in spite 
of those who join partners with God.” « 

* The conquest of Bosra, . four days' journey from Damascus en* 
cduraged theArabs tobesiege (a.i>. 653) the ancient .capital of Syria. 
At some ,<hstencevJfrpm the walls, they 'encamped among the groves 
and fountains of that delicious territory, and the usual option of 
th^ df tribute, or of war, was { proposed to the 

nepo%!te ditkepSf who had* been lately strengthened by a remfiStpr 
meatVbt In the dfcclmh as in the infancy of military 
art, an hostile defiance wa # s frequently offered and accepted by the 
generals themselves many a lance was shivered in the plain df 
Damascus, and the personal prowess .of Caled was signalized in the 
first sally of the besieged. After an obstinate combat, he had over- 
thrown add made prisoner one of the Christian leader^ a stOuf and 
worthy antagonist. He instantly mounted a fresh horse, the'gfft of the 
governor df Palmyra, and pushed forwards to the front of the battle. 
w Repose yourself for a moment,® said his friend Derar, w ahd hermit 
me to supply your place : you are fatigued with 'fightfhg with 
dog.” « 0 Berar V 9 replied die indefatigable Saracen, “ we shaE r^st 
in the world to come. He that labours to-day, shal^ rest fo-morroW.* 5 
Wfth the same unabated ardour, Caled answered, encountered* abd 
vanquished % second champion ; and the heads of his two captives 
who refused to abandon their religion were indignantly hurled Intp; 
the, midst of the city. ' The event ofsqfne geneml and ' 
red^fdd the Damascene td a closer defence ;bnt *. messenger yrwm' 
they dropt from the walls, 'returned with fhe ‘promise' bf^speedy nM/i' 
powerful sucqon^;hnd their tumultuous joy convey^ : 

to the camu of .the Arabs.. After .some debate it Whs' resolved bv tSe^ 


to fbe^amp^'Of Ai After '^some debate it Was' ; 

to Suspend the 

of the emperor.* In Ti _. 
wou&l^ ^muam ,r 

: y*el#ed{ hW&q . Qteidak 

bf'W'^hy and *0,000 .V 

tiW'iCMtd relate' ! at, : lb'ainascua;^:.:^lrc 
the 'fenp^iice ,of r '#& cqhtest i^uiw the ) 

a >wem';di£pa*sed m : the ftonti^s ofSytL ; ^ ~ ^ 
circular njaqdates wJdeh 'WitA 
the future conquerw of Egypt,; r $' J ' ' ' ' “ " J 
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.mer&iful God : from Caled to Amrdu, health and happiness. Know 
that jhy brethren the Moslems design to mar!h to Aiznadin, where 
.th^r^is an army^f 70,000 Greeks, who purpose to come against ^us, 
that they may extinguish? the light of Cod with their mouths ; 'but 
God preserveth his light in spite of the infidels , As soon therefor® 
as this letten of mine shall be delivered to thy hands, come with 
those thft are with thee to Aiznadin, where thou shalt find tis if it 
pleSfe the most high God?”* TJte summons was cheerfully obeyed, 
and yie 45,000 Moslems who met on the same day,, on the same spot, 
ascribed to the blfessing of providence the effects of their zeal ® 

Afiout four ye$rs after the triumphs of the Persian war, the repose bf 
Heraclius and the empire was again disturbed by a new enemy, the 
power of whose religion was more strongly felt than it was clearly un- 
derstood Ijy the Christians of the East. In his palace of Constanti- 
nople <fr Antioch, he wasT awakened by the invasion of Syria* the loss of 
, Bosra, and the danger of Dam<&cu& An army of 70,000 veterans, or 
new levies was assembled at Hems or Eniesa, under the command of 
Hs general Werdan % and these troops, consistfng chiefly of cavalry, 
might be indifferently styled either Syrians, or Greeks, or Romans : 
Syrians, from the place of their birth ot warfare ; Greeks , from the religion 
and language of their sovereign ; and Romans, kom the proud appellation 
which was«stlll profaned by the successors of Constantine. JDn the 
plain of Aiznadin, as. Werdan rode *on a white mule decoA^d with 
.gold chains, and surrounded with ensigns and standards, he was sur- 
prised by the near Approach of a fierce and naked warrior, who had 
undertaken to view the state of the enemy. The adventurous valour 
of Derar was inspired, and has perhaps been adorned, by the enthusiasm 
of his. age and country, The hatred of the Christians, the love f>f 
spoil, and the contempt of danger were the ruling passion? of the au- 
dacious Saracen j and the prospect of instant # death could never shake 
JaJ ss jreligiou S confidence, or ruffle the calmness of his resolution, or 
> the firink and martial pleasantry of his humour. li the 

'hopeless enterprises, he was bold, and prudent, and fortunate : 

. HeLstia^d:^ afjter bemg^thrice a prisoner in Jhe hands 

of ‘|he?mf(d^. he /Still survived to relate th$ acMevejpents, and to . 
'*dwfirds> pf»the # Sxrian conquest On this occasion, his 
&$i*U^ne<f a flying fight, against thirty Romans, who 
were detached by Werdan ; and 'after 1 killing, or unhorsing -seventeen 
'returned' in sq£ety io his applauding brethren* 
mildlr .enured by; the gene^,^;;es«cuse'A'' 

J a ' addter. ' u hf«y f * said'* Omft '** : I did, 

‘ ' rime out to 1 take me, .and'; I was ■ afraid that: .j 

aid see birn jmy bfck : and indeed I fougbti in good earn* 
v |^®jout doubt*' Odd'’ assisted’ me against them 
’^reliiEsive,' of- disobeying yoni ; orders,! should 
i^%|did j and l.pdrceive already tint they wilt fall Itito 
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our hands.” In the presence of both armies, a venerable Greek /ad' ( 
vanccd fronvthe ranks* with a liberal offer oi peace ; and the depart urf 
of the Saracens would have becx^purchased by a gift to each sofdifr, r 
of a turban, a robe, and a piece of gold ; ten robes ^nd an huiffircd 
pieces td their leader ; one .hundred robes and a thousand pieces to 
the caliph. A smile of indignation expressed th$ refusal of Calcd. 
u Ye Christian dogs, you know your option j the Koran, the tribute, or 
the sword, We are a people whose jleligfct is ir* war, rather thffu in 
peace ; and we despise your pitiful alms, since wc shall be speedily 
'masters of your wealth, your families, and your persons.” Mofwttli- 
standing this apparent disdain, he was deeply conscious of the public 
danger j those who had been in Persia, and had "scon the armies 
of Chosroes, contest l that they never beheld a more formidable 
array* From thb superiority of the cnem> , the artful Saracen delived 
a fteb incentive of courage : M Yoif see before you,” said hfc, *4 the 
united force of the Romans, you cannot hope to escape, but you may 
conquer Syria in a single day. The event depends on your, discipline 
and patience. Reserve yourselves (a.d. 633, July y) till the evening. 
It was in the evening that the prophet # wus accuhtomcd to vanquish/' 
During twp successive engagements, his temperate firmness sustained 
the darts of the enemy and the murmurs of his troops. At length, 
when the spirits and quivers of the adverse litie were almost <( e*hausted, 
Calcd the signal qf onset and victory. The remains of the Im- 
perial army fled to Antioch, or Caesarea, or 'Damascus ; and the death 
of 470 Moslems was compensated by the opinion that they had sent to 
hell above 50,000 of the infidels. The spoil was inestimable ; many 
banners and crosses of gold and silver, precious stones, silver and 
gfcld chains, and innumerable suits of the richest arinour and apparel. 
The general distribution was postponed till Damascus should be 
taken ; but the seasonable supply of arms became the instrument oi 
new victories The glorious intelligence was transmitted to the throne 
of life caliph, and the Arabia* tribes, the coldest or most hostile tp the 
prophet’s mission, were eager to share the harvest of Syria. 

The sat} tidings were carried tp Damascus by thev speed of grief and 
terror ; and the inhabitants beheld from their walls the return of tbf 
heroes of Aisnadm. Amrou led the van the fipad of 9000 horse ; the 
bands of the Saracens succeeded each other *wfortpiddj>Ifi review; and 
the rear was dosed by Cqled in perscm^wiihjhe standard of the black 
eagle. To the activity of Derar he entrusted the commisaionof patrol* 
ling round the city with 3008 horsq, $>f scouring the plain, and of inter* 
citing all succour or intelligence* The Test of ,An*biab chiefs 
t were fixed in their respective stations before the seven gates of G&* 

* mascus ; and the siege was renewed with fresh vigour and oonfidepoe. 
The art, the labour, the military engines) of the Greeks and Romans 
Ore seldom td be found in the simple, though successful, opouatkms of 
the Saracens ; it was sufficient for them to invest the city With arms, 
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fathAr than with trenches ; to repel the sallies of the besieged ; to at- 
tempt a stratagem or an assault ; or to expect the progress of famine 
aoA discontent. Damascus would have acquiesced in the trial of Aiz- 
1 nadiif, as a final Jnd peremptory sentence between the emperor and 
the caliph : her courage was rekindled by the example and authority 
of Thomas, q, noWc Greek, illustrious in a* private condition by th<? 
alliance of Heraclius, The tumult and illumination of the night pro- 
claimed the design of the morning sally ; and the Christian hero, who 
affected to despise the enthusiast of the Arabs, employed the resource 
of a similar superstition. At the principal gate, in the sight of both, 
armits, a lofty crucifix was erected; the bishop, with his clergy, 
accompanied the* marclf, and laid the volume of the New Testament 
before the image of Jesus ; and the contending parties were scandalized 
or edified by a prayer, that the Son of God would defcncUiis servants and 
vindicate Sis truth. The battle raged with incessant fury and the dex- 
terity of Thomas, an incomparable archer, vRis fatal to the boldest Sara- 
cens, till tfipir death was revenged by a female heroine. The wife of Aban, 
who had followed fom to the holy war, cmtfraccdWier expiring husband. 

“ Happy,” said she, h ‘ happy art thou, my dear ; thou art gone to thy 
Lord who first joined us together, and then parted us asunder. I 
will revenge thy death, and endeavour to the utmost of my power to 
come place where •thojj art, because I love thee. Henceforth 
shall no man ever touch me mote, for I have ^dedicated myself to the , 
service of God.” Without* a groan, without a tear, she washed the 
corpse of her husbmid, and buried him with the usual rites. Then grasp- 
ing the manly weapons, which in her native land she was accustomed 
to wield, the intrepid widow of Aban sought the place where his mur- 
derer fought in th£ thickest of the battle. Her first arrow pierced <jic 
hand of his standard-bearer ; her second wounded Thoma* in the qyc; 
and the fainting Christians no longer beheld their ensign or their 
leader. Yet the generous chanson of Damascus refused to withdraw 
to Jiis palace : his Wound was dressed ®n the rampart ; the fight was 
continued to the evening ; and the Syrians rested on their arms. In 
the silenqe of the night, the signal wa 4 $ given by a stroke on the great 
bell; the gates were thrown open, and each gatg disc hailed an im- 
petuous column on thf sleeping camp f of tire Saracens. • Caled was the 
fiM in arms ; th$ be*d # of* 4 oo horse he flew to the post of danger 
and the tears trickled dqjvn his iron cheeks^ as he utteicd a fervent 
ejaculation * "0 God, who never sleepest, look upon thy servants* and 
do not deliver them into the han^*of their enemies.” The valour 
and victory of Thomas were arrested by the presence of the sword <j f 
Oodj With rite knowledge of the peril, the Moslems recovered their 
mksji and charged their assailants in the flank and rear. After the loss* 
of thousands*, the Christian general retreated with a sigh of despair, 
dm pursuit of the Saracens was checked by the military engines of 
the lampnit* 
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After ft siege of seventy days (a. u, 634), the patience, and peAiapft 
the provisions, of the^umasccnes wcic exhausted ; and the bravesUrf 
their chiefs submitted to the har^l dictates of necessity. In the oc<mr*v 
rerices of peace and wai, they had been taught to dread the fierceness 1 
pf Calcd, ami to revere thp mild virtues of Abu Obeidah. At the hour 
of, midnight, one hundred chosen deputies of thq rlcrgy and people 
were introduced to the tent of that venerable commanded II* received 
and dismissed* than with courtesy^ They retained with a utffttcn 
agreement, on the faith of a companion of Mahomet, that all hostilities 
4 should "cease ; that the voluntary emigrants might depart in safety 
with as much as they could cany away of their effects ; and tluft the 
tributary subjects of the caliph should •enjoy - their lands and houses, 
with the use and poMejsion of seven churches. On these terms, the 
most respectable hostages, and the gate nearest to his camp, were 
delivered into his hands \ Jiis soldier^ imitated the moderation V>f their 
chief 5 and lie enjoyed the submissive gratitude of a people whom he 
had rescued from destruction. Hut the success of the treaty had re- 
laxed their vigilance, %nd in the same moment the opposite quarter of 
the city was betrayed and taken l>> assault. A party of an hundred 
Arabs had opened the eastern gate to a more inexorable foe, M No 
quarter,” cried the rapacious and sanguinary Caled, “no quarter to 
the ciujtmes of the Lord his trumpets funded, and a torrent of 
1 ChristuyAlood was poured down«tlic streets of Damascus. When he 
leached the church of St. Mary, he was astonished and provoked by 
the peaceful aspect of his companions : their swords were in the scab* 
bard, and they were surrounded by a multitude of priests and monks, 
Abu Obeidah saluted the general ; “ God,” said he, 4f has delivered 
tile city into my hands by wiy of surrender, and ‘has saved the be- 
lievers the double of fighting” “And am / not,” replied the indig- 
nant Calcd, ** am / not the lieutenant of the commander of the faith- 
ful? Nave I not taken the city by 4 storm? The unbelievers shall 
perish by the sword. Fall am” The hungry and cruel A&bs would 
have obeyed the welcome command : and Damascus was lost, If the 
benevolence of Abu Obeidah had not been supportex^by a decent and 
dignified firmness. * Thrpwmg tymself between th{ trembling citfeem* 
and the most eager of the Barbarians, he a^jqredahem by the holy name 
of God, to reBpcct his promise, to suspend tlffcir &ry£and to waft the 
determination of their chiefs. The chiefs retired Into thp chtxrrih Of 
St Mary ; and after a vehemejf debate, Calcd submitted in some 
measuie tp the reason and fluthorifj; of his colleague 5 who urged the 
sanctity of a covenant, the advantage as u%ll as the honour which the 
# Moslems would daive from the punctual performance of their word, 
and the obstinate resistance which they fnuat encounter from the die* 
trust and despair of the rest of the Syrian cities. It was agreed that 
the sword should be sheathed, that tlje part of Damascwfwhiph had 
eutrendeicd to Abu Obeidah, should be immediately endued to the 
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,$eoeftt of bis capitulation, and that the final decision should be referred 
to % the justice and wisdom of the caliph.* A largeanajority of the people 
accepted the terms of toleration and^ tribute ; and Damascus is still 

• peopled by 2o,Ocxf Christian^. But the valiant Thomas, and the frec- 

* born patriots who had fought under his banner, embraced the alterna- 
tive of poverty and exile. In the adjacent meadow, a numerous* 
encampment was formed of priests and laymen, of soldiers and citizens, 
of wtomen and childrtn : they* collected, with haste andi terror, their 
most precious movables ; and abandoned, with loud lamentations or 
silent anguish, their native homes, and the pleasant banks of the Phar- * 
phar* The inflexible soul of Caied was not touched by the spectacle 
of their distress :*he disputed -with the Damascenes the property of a 
magazine of corn ; endeavoured to exclude the garrison from the benefit 
of the treaty j consented, with reluctance, that eadvaof the fugitives 
should font himself with «a sword, or a lance, or a bow ; and sternly 
declared* that, after a respite of three days, they might be pursued and 
treated ^s the enemies of the Moslems. 

•The passion of Syrian youth completed the ruin of the exiles of 
D&maScus. A nobleman of th^ city, of the name of Jonas, was be- 
trothed to a wealthy maiden ; but her parents delayed the nuptials, 
and their daughter was persuaded to escape with the man whom she 
bad cnoseii They corrupted^ the nightly watchmen of the g^te Kei- 
san : the lover, who led the way, vaas encompassed by a squadron of 
Arabs: but his exclamatidh in the Creek tongue, " the bird is*takcn,” 
Udmhipshed his mistress to hasten her return. In the presence of 
Caied, and of death, the unfortunate Jonas professed his belief in one 
Cod^ahdhis fpostle Mahomet ; and continued, till the season of his 
martyrdom, to discharge the duties of a brave and ‘sincere Mussulman. 
When the city was taken, he flew to the monastery whete JEudocia 
had taken refit ge ; but the lover was forgotten ; the apostate was 
sd^ed *, she preferred her religion to her country : and the justice of 
deaf to mercy, refused to detain by force a male or ftanale 
' of Damascus. Four days was the general confined to the 

4 ity by the obligation of the treaty, pnd the urgent cares of his new 
, ■ Mii appetite for blood ai^t raping would have Seen extin- 

^dshed ^[^'hvpekss ^computation of time and distance: but he 
es of Jonas, who assured him that the weary , 
At the head of 4000 horse, Sfithe, 
Arabs, Caied undertook the pursuit They baited • , 
' ^ theii* guide had' -v 

the footsteps ; <rflhe'D^asce^ J ' • 

.■unywwt vanished on a iuddon^bjuf tbo,Sa~, 

comforted by th$ .assurance that the caravan had turned * 

* ' ,v - ’ ‘ — 
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aside into the mountains, and 'must speedily fail into their hands* Jjt 
traversing the ridges ,^f the Libanus, they endured intolerable hardship 
and the sinking spirits of the veteran fanatics were supported jjt&d 
cheered by the unconquerable Adour of alover. Froma peaadht of • 
the country, they were infpimed that the emperor had, sent orders to 
the CoWy of exiles, to pufsue without delay the road of the sea*coast, 
ahd of: Constantinople ; apprehensive, perhaps, thht th8 sobers and 
people, of Antipch might be discour^ed # hy the %ight and the stapy of 
their sufferings. ' The Saracens were* convicted through the territories 
, of GaBala and Raodicea, at a cautious distance frqpi the walls tho 
cjties j the rain .was incessant, the night was dark, a single mountain 
separated them fr^tn flj*e Roman army ; andr ever anxious for 
the safety of hiS brethren, whispered an ominous dream in the ear of 
hjs companion,*; With the dawn of day, the prospect again cleared, 

-—it. aTL^.' Tt^TirL'JL JL.— L. ilk. j— — — ^ ’ J 


into four squadrons, committing the first to his faithful Demi: r[ and 
reserving the la^,fq| himself, 'They, successively^ rii$hed;on : tSibj.R r ^ 
misqupus multitude,? insufficiently provided with arms, and ah$adiy 
vanquished ;by scferpw and fatigue. E&epta captive who was pardpifed 
and dismissed, the Arabs enjoyed the satisfaction .of-h^ievl^ that 
not a Christian of either sex escaped the edge of their scymetari? * Viljie 
■gold add^ilybr of Damascus was jeattedbd over the camp, and a rOyal 
wardroie of 300 load ortilfc might clothe an* arm;? of naked Barijarians, 
In the tumult of the batde, Jonas sought and . found ifoO;#,jeefc 
pursuit-; feut her resentment was inffamed f>y r 'tfete latst ^ct 
and a^Eudocia struggled M his hateful embraces, she stfuqka.ldagger 
tqhef heart Another female, the widow of Thomas* and 
supposed daughter of Heraclius, was spared hnd 'released 
ransom ; but the generosity of Caled was the effect of his contf ^ ' 

; and the 1 haughty Saracenrinsulted, by,# message of dehanc^'.the t 
' of. t^e Caesars, Caled ■ had^ penetrated ' above 
heart of the Roman province' : 'he rehimed w D^ihascua/With'tf " 
scbreoy'hdd speed, ' 1 Onthe 'accession : of - Dmatv the; #wmd' Mii 

hpcmp&'^f '' 

^ he, vigour and conduejt , _ 

& : :df:thenbnquerors df 


' 

play^th 

worid^:' ^ ^ ^ ,, # i(i _ v f . 

' of' 

•superstition would be ennobled ’ by; 
eov«iWr of Tripoli, 

v commission 6f dean0ilit\<ar the - inhdilk* i'Aj&rifeft laijpi 
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Abyla,vhe was astonished by the report "of the mighty concourse of 
j£mand Christians, Greeks and Armenians, of natives of Syria and 
of stmtfgers of Egypt, to the number of 10,000, besides a guard of 5000 
horsemat attended the person of the bride. The Saracens paused^: 
u For my own part? said Abdallah, I dare not go back : our foes arc 
many, our danger is great, but our reward *is splendid and secure, * 
either in tfcis lFfe or* in the life to come, Let every jmn, according 
*to hi* inclination, advance or retire." Not a Mussulman deserted 
his standard “ Lead the way^ said Abdallah to his Christian guide, 

“ and >bu shall see jvhat the companions of the prophet can perform." 
They charged in five squadrons ; but after the . first advantage of the * 
surprise they were*encompassed and almost overwhelmed by the mul- 
titude of their enemies ; and their valiant band is fancifully compared 
to si vvhite spot in the skin of a , black Camel, About the hourofsun- 
set,. when tlteir yv capons dropped from their hands, when' they panted 
, on tlie verge of eternity, they discovered ah approaching cloud of dust, 
they heard the Welcome sound of the* tt&irj* and they soon perceived 
the standard of Caled, who flew to their relief with the' utmost speed 
. of his , cavalry. T?te Christians were broken by his attack, and 
slaughtered in their flight as far *s the r|ver of Tripoli, they left be- 
hind them the various, riches of the fair: the merchandises that were 
c^posed fpr # sale, the* mo%ey that was brought for purchase, the gay 
decorations of the nuptials, anfl the governor’s daughter, with forty of 
'her female attendants .The fruits, provisions, , and the 

plate, and javels, were diligently laden on the backs of horses, 
asses,, anid thules \ and the holy robbers returned in triumph to Da- 
The hermit, after a short and angry controversy with Caled, 
declined the fcrownof martyrdom, and was left alive in the Solitary 
scene of blood and devastation. , 

'■;<Syri]a,;.one of the countries that have been improved by the most 
^ly ^nHivdtion, is not unworthy of the preference. The heat of the 
climate is tempered by the vicinity of the , sea and mountains, by the 
plenty fif wood and water ; and the produce of a fertile soil affords 
Vi the subsistence, ah$ encourages the propagation^ of men and animals, 
^fpm' &eagd^of IJaivid to that of Henfdius, the country was overspread 
flourishing e|tics : jth(f inhabitants ♦erejtumerous and 
. wet fAo$ ravage ot despotism and superstition, 

Persian war, Syria could still attract 
cious # tribes of the desert. A plain, of teh^yf' _ 
ptSfi tn Aleppo %nd ^Intioch, M ' 

r " 15 ^ng,Jh<liifse of the Oront^^ jh<|, hitfs'Crif". . 
: V -‘are , planted from north, tqf. Jbetween ' ■ 

^ ^ ^ ...^...Jhifaneau^and the epithet of (€<>$&* 
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the same direction by the two ridges of snowy .mountains. Among 
the cities, which are enumerated by Greek and Oriental names in /he 
geography and conquest of Syria, we may distinguish Eoifesa 
blellc^olis or Baalbec, the foriner as the metropolis of the plmn, the* 

. latter as the capital of the valley. 'Under the last of the Caesars, they 
“ were ftrong and populous : the turrets glittered from : an ample 
space* was covered with public and private buildings ; and die citizens 
were jhustrioijte by their spirit, or «at least by their pride ; by^heir 4 
richer Or it least by their luxury! In the days of paganism, both 
Emesa and, Heliopolis were addicted to the Worship of Baal, or the 
suh; hat the decline of, their superstition and splendour ha^been 
marked by a singular variety of fortune* Nof a vesfige remains of the 
templb dfEinqsk^ whi$b was equalled in poetic style to, the summits 
of indMht tibaWs,;whiife the ruins of Baalbec, invisible ‘to, /he writes 
of atitiqulty,' excite the curiosity and*wonder of the, European traveller. 
Hte Impure of the tempfe is 200 feet in length, and ■Ipp, in’ breadth': 
the frpfat is adorned with a double portico of eight opihmi^ fourteen 
may, he counted on dither Vide ; and each column, 4$ feet in bright* is 
composed of three massy blocks of stqne or marble. Hie proportions 
and ornaments < 3 " the Corinthian order express the architecture iof the 
Greeks ; hut as Baalbec has never been the seat of a monarch, we are 
at a lo^s to Conceive how the expenec 9/ tlfbse magnificent structures 
could be«sapplied by private, or municipal libetpUty. From the con- 
quest ST Damascus, the Saracens proceeded' fap. : 
and'Emesa-: but f shall decline; the repetition of the sallies and' 
hats which have been already shown on a 'larger '' scale.' ;Iti thh;pfrbse"' 
cufion pf the war, their policy was not less effectual than tjhdir 
&y; short and separate truces they dissolved the umon of the 
accustomed the Syrians to compar%their friendship with theii 1 entity ;’, 
f^tniUsurircd the idea of their language, religion, and manners. : i,ahd' 
exhausted, by clandestine purchase, an4!a) 

which :*hey mimed Tf^ey, aggravated 

mdrO'^dbstinaito,;' and 

’Of '$ti^ r p$p Ounces of ac^rObr 1 *' ‘ 
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should she appear in this world, all mankind would die for love of 
■ lii&i. ! And I see jn the hand of one of them, an Bandkerchief of green 
ailk^id a cap of^recious stones, and $he beckons me, and calls out, 

* come hither quicl&y, for I love thee.” With these words, charging the 
Christians, he made havoc wherever he went* till, observed at length by, 
the governor* of Hems, he was struck through with a javelin. 

I^was Hicumbent on the Saracens to exert the full powers of their 
k valour and enthusiasm agairfst"<he forces Of the enapfcror, who was 
taught by repeated losses, that the rovers of the desert had under- 
take^ and would speedily achieve, a tegular and permanent conquest 1 
From the provides of ^Europe aiid Asia, 8o,ooo soldiers were trans- 
ported by sea and land to Antidch and Caesarea : the light troops of the 
army consisted of 66,006 Christian Arabs of the tribe of Gassan. 
lender the^ahner of Jabalah, the last of their priricef, they marched 
in tlfe van ; ahd it was a faaxim ot the Greeks, that, for the purpose of 
cutting diamond, a diamond was* the* most effectual. fferacliiis with- 
held his person from the dangers of the field ; but his presumption, 
01* perhaps his despondency, suggested a peremptory .order, that the 
fate of the province and the war«should be decided by a single battle. 
The Syrians were attached tonhe standard qf Rome and of the cross ; 
but th$ noble, the citizen, the peasant, were exasperated by the in- 
justice arid etqelty of a licentious host, who oppressed them ays sub- 
jects, and despised them as strangeft and aliens, A report* uf these 
mighty preparations^ was conveyed to the Saracens in their camp of 
Emesa }'• and die chiefs, though resolved to fight, assembled a council : 
the faith Of Abu Obeidah would have expected on the same spot the 
glory; of martyrdOtp ; the wisdom # Caled advised an honourable 
retreat' to'the skirts of Palestine and Arabia, where they might aWaft 
the jmebours of their friends, and the attack of the unbelievers. A 
!; spebdy'messbhger soon returned Jrom the thrjne of Medina, with the 
Qmatand Ali, tpie prayers of the wiSows of the prophet, 

' of .8000 ' Moslems. , #n their way they overtufned 

' of Greeks, and when they joined at Yermuk the camp 

. - -of ;h^thren3^y found the pleasing intelligence, that Qaled pad 

, and scattered the CJhristian # AraBs o£ the tribe of 

: ' of Bosra, the springs of motint Herman . 

legend {&<*> torrent *0 tlfe plain of Biecapolis, or tepi cities ; and the 
‘ HietomaJ^ in has Wen corrupted to Bermuk, is 16 st ;a^ f h:. . 

: The batik* pf bscur^ 

bibody 

r> voiced and the, 0bei*’ } > 

ccanmand to : ^ 

^ statida inr^eTront/hiseoUen^v 
'tbSr, mhfe'the , disorder'' of' the' fugitives fcdgte'b# * 
<W*erable aspect md thought of the.y^o^fbic^ , 
t imd ^splayed hef^ df Chaibafe, ; They'la^t 
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line was occupied by the sister of Derar, with the- Arabian womCn who 
had efclistedih this holy war, Who were accustomed to wield th^fioW 
stod .Ae lance, and who in a foment of captivity had defended' thd?i$ 
chast^y add religion, * The- exhortation of the generals was brief and 
r forcible : “ Paradise is before you, the devil and hell-fire in yOur rear:” 
Yet such was the weight of ;the Roman cavalry, that th% lijjht wing of 
the Arabsw^s broken and separate^ from therein body. Thris# did # 
they 'retreat ip disorder, and thrice were fhey driven back to the charge 
, by t% reproaches and blows of the women. In jthe intervals of ac- 
tion, Abu ObOidah visited the tents of his brethren, prolonged their 
repose, by repeating at once the prayers of two different hours ; bound 
up thiir wounds w ! th his own hands, and administered the comfort- 
able reflection that the infidels partook of ‘their Sufferings without 
■parthkihg of their reward/ /Four thousand $hid 'thirty of tSie^M'^lbrns* , 
' were buried ih the field of battle,: and the skill df 'the ! 4irihl^ian 
archers enabled 700 to boast that they had lost an. ^ye in! that 
orious service. The veterans of the Syrian war admoWliedged that 
it was the bfirfibst and most doubtful of the iays Which they had 
seen. &«f it was likewise the most decisive : many thousands ofcthe 
Greeks and Syrians fell by the swords of the Arabs ;many were 
slaughtered, after the defeat, in the wood% and mountains ± ihany, by 
mistaking the ford, were drownedin the waters Of the. Yerrnuk ; and 
howet^r the loss may'be magnified; the Chrisfian writers confess and 
bewail the bloody punishment of their stns. jMaimel/ the I^Omkn 
general, was either killed at Damascus, or took refuge ih the 
tery Of mount Shiah An exifein the Byzantine court, Jabaidh la- 
mented the manners of Arabia, Ihd his unlucky preference of the Ch*fc^ 
tian pausf/ He ha'd once inclined to the profession of Islam 5 but in 
the pilgrimage of Mecca, Jabalah was provoked to str&e'^e/'^/his 
brethren, and fied With«amnzemeht fi&ni the steihaWndv'equ^/jusf^'iOf 
ll ibefcalrph. Theyi ciorbuS^Saracms epjdyed jfc ' lisidhiaSK . 

of pleasure a^,repq^''( 'theppufL prided |^^d'' ObeMa| 

, '//equhl share anl’' to! 'his 

' wa^'tie^eiyied 

Aftel^f \Uhtejot 
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^;«fl^toary.fiar»mon3 to the chief commanders ^nd people of jKUa. 
f fi^atth and happiness to every one that follows the right way ! We 
/fcqmhe of you to testify that there is Uht one God, and that Mahomet 
is his apostle, ft ypu refuse this, consent to pay tribute, and be 
under us forthwith. Otherwise I shall bririg men against you who* 
Jove deat^ better than you do the drinking of wine or eating hog^ 

% fleshy Nor win I e^er stir frorft you, if it please Goji, till I have 
destroyed those that fight Tor . you, and made slaves of your chil- 
dren.”* But the city was defended on every side by deep valleys and # 
steep^scents ; since the invasion of Syria* the walls and towers ha<J 
been anxiously rentoired the bfavest of the. fugitives of Yermuk had 
stopped in the nearest place of refuge ; and in the defence of the 
se^klue of Clnfet* the natives and strangers might feel some sparks 
> of eighasiasm which sp fiercely glowed ih the bosoms of the Sara- 
Wto** The siege of Jerusalem ]asted fduramonths ; not a day was 
lost Without some action of sally or assault ; the military engines in- 


demanded a conference, ^fter a vain attempt to dissuade the lieuten- 
ant of the •caliph from his iftipiou^ enterprise, he proposed, Tn the 
name of the people, a fair capitulation^ with this extraordinary^tlause, 
.tfc*fc t ;t^h^de8 04 security should be ratified by the authority and 
presence of Omar himself. The question was debated in the council 
of^Medida ; the sanctity of the place, and the advice of AH, per- 
salaried thie caliph to gratify the wishes of tus soldiers and enemies 
inds the simplicity of his journey is more illustrious thaxfc die royal 
- o^pre$sion» " The conqueror of Persia and 

nioufited oh a red canid, which -carried, besides his person, 
;< h-l^g -Of a Mg bf dates, a wooden (Hsh, and a leathern bottte of 
Wherever he halted, the company, , without distinction, was 
;phr(ak$ hf his homely fare, and the repast was Consecrated 
l ■ ***** exhortation of the command^ of th<* faithful. 


tSs expedition or pilgrimage, Ifis f powet was exercised in the 
jhttph hf ' Justice i he teformed the licentious polygamy of the 
|he ^ibutaries from extortion and cruelty* and chhs- . 
Saracens,, by 'despoiling them ; of . 

&c& in,the dirt' !prin ' ! bfe jcp^:/ 

a W- 

;|fP:.'i^ia/'j^«ris;'aiB( : :lasy c6nquest'; w -,"«»4-.’|>WSng'liijs. 

fcimsdf <m ' fetf' • 

fear ot' 

““"■ifer discoursed •Wife 'fetf;.5fedaich c6ncermug; its v 
SophroniuS lrowed T^O(t« his .wW'ioas^apd ■ 
^ m fee. Words of Daniel> “ T’he.abenunatfeii of deso- 
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Jation is in the holy place*” At the hour of prayer, they stood 
together in the chuivrh of the Resurrection ; but the caliph refused to 
petform hU devotions, and contented himself \$th ptaying/on the 
s'teps of the church of Constantine. To the patriarch he disclosed 
, his prudent and honourable motive. “Had I yielded” said Omar, 
f* to your request, the Moslems of a future age would have infringed 
the treaty under colour of imitating my example.” By his conjmand, 
the ground Of /he temple of Solomon was prepaied for the foundation 
of a iposque ; and, during a residence of ten days, he regulated the 
present and future State of his Syrian conquests," Medina mjght be 
jealous, lest the caliph should be detained by, the sanctity of Jerusalem 
or the beauty of Damascus ; her apprehensions were dispelled by his 
prompt and voluntary return to the tomb of the apostle. 

To Achieve' what yet remained of the Syrian war, the caliph had 
(a,D* 63$) formed two ^parate armies ; a chosen detachment, under 
Amrou and Yerid, was left in the camp of Palestine : while the larger 
division, under the standard of Abu Obcidah and Caled, marched 
away to the north against Antioch and Aleppo. * The latter of these, 
the Beraea of t{*e Greeks, was not yet illustrious as the capital Of a 
province or a kingdom ; and the inhabitants, by anticipating their 
submission and pleading their poverty, obtained a moderate composi- 
tion for their lives and religion* Bui the castle of Altppo, distinct 
from tjtfi city, stood erect on a lofty artificial mound ; the sides were 
sharpened to a precipice, and faced with "freestone ; and the breadth 
of the ditch might be filled with water from the neighbouring springs. 
After the loss of 3000 men, the garrison was still equal to the defence ; 
and Youkinna, their valiant and hereditary chief, had murdered his 
'brother, an holy monk, for daring to pronounce the name of peace. In 
a siege df four or five months, the hardest of the Syrian war, great 
numbers of the Saracens were killed* and wounded i their removal to 
the distance of a mile could not seduce the vigilance of Youkinnaynor 
codld the Christians be tSrrified by the execution of 300 captives, 
whom they beheaded before the castle wall The silence, and at 
length tljo complaints, of Abu Gbeidah informed fhe caliph that their 
hope and patients were consumed at the foot of this impregnable 
fortress* “I am variously affected, w replied* Omaj, **by the diffe- 
rence of Vpui* success j but I charge you fly no mpans to raise the 
siege Of the castte* Your retreat wotrtd diminish the reputation of our 
arms, and encourage the infidek to fall upon you on all sides,. Re- 
main before Aleppo till feod $k*U determine the forage 
with jjptir horse round the adjacent country* The exhortation of 
the commander of the faithful was fortified by a wMf of Vfihfefeer# 
from all the tribes of Arabia, who arrived in the twkp Oft Women nr 
M&mels* Among these was Dames, of a servile birth, m of gijgaftie 
siae and intrepid resolution. The forty-seventh day of HtfSt iefffeO 
bo proposed, with only thirty men, to make an attempt on the 
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<The experience and testimony of Caled recommended his offer, and 
Max Obeidah admonished his brethren not to despise the baser origin 
of S&mes, since Jio himself could he selinqmsh the public care, would 
cheerfully serve* under the banner of the slave. His design was 
covered by the appearance of a retreat, andrthe camp of the Saracens 
was pitched about a league from Aleppo* The thirty adventurers lay 
in junbusft at the foot of the toU f and Dames at length succeeded m 
his inquiries, thougnhe w&ar prmfoked by the ignorance of his Greek 
captives* “ God curse these dogs,” said the illiterate Arabs, “what 
a strange barb&rcnts language they speak 1* At the darkest hour of* 
the night, he soiled the most accessible height which he had diligently 
surveyed, a place where the stones were less entire, or the slope less 
perpendicular, or the guard less vigilant Seven of the stoutest 
Saracens Counted on each other’s shoulders, and tlTe weight of the 
colrftnn was sustained by the broad and sinewy back of the gigantic 
«iav& The foremost in this paiftfui ascent could grasp ahd climb the 
lowest part of the battlements ; the** silently subbed and cast down 
the sentinels y and the thirty brethren, repeating a pious ejaculation, 

** <j> apostle of God, help and deliver us l w weie successively drawn up 
by the long folds of their turbans. With bold and cautious footsteps, 
Dame® explored the palace of the governor, who celebrated, in riotous 
merriment,* the festival o? his deliverance. From thence, Returning 
to hi® companions, he assaulted oft the inside the entrance# of the 
castle* They overpowered the guard, unboiled the gate, let down the 
drawbridge, and defended the narrow pass, till the arrival of Caled, 
with the dawn of day, relieved their danger and assured their con- 


quest* Yowkmna, # a formidable foe, became an active and usefqj 
prostyle ; and the general of the Saracens expressed his regard for 
the most humble merit, by detaining the army at Aleppo till Dames 
was owd of bis honourable wounds* The capital of Syria was stlU 
twtatted by the castle of £asaz and the iron bridge of the 4 Oroptcs* 
Aftotk® loss of those important posts, dhd the defeat of the last of 
dte Homan armies, die luxury of Antioch trembled and obeyed* Her 
safety was pxtmfac& with 300,000 pieces of gold: but the throne of 
the successors of Alexander, the seat of the Roman^ovgmment in the 
&***» %feteb ha^baeft decegated by Cassar with the titles of free, and 
hbte dpd kmoiite, was degraded under the yoke of the caliphs to the 
secondary tank of a provincial fbwn. * 

In Semiclfus, the glories of the Persian war are tlmifttod 

hy the disgrace amhweaknefs of his mm ernjy hi$ 
l&tor da$& When the successors of Mahomet unshp*tb«4 \M sword 
oft why and religion* be w astonished at the bwmdlea* prospect of 
hi* nature was indolent, nor would the infiim and 
m NW ¥ ^ emperor be kindled to a second effort The sense oP 
importunities of fixe Syrians, prevented his hafrfcy de- 
li, the sc^ne of action 5 but the hero was no mere, and the 
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loss of Damascus and Jerusalem, the bloody fields of Aimadrn and 
Yermuk, may be imputed m some degree to the absence or misconduct 
of the sovereign. Instead of defending the sepulchip of Christ, a* 
voiced the church and state in a metaphysical conn cfverey for the unity 4 
of his will ; and while Heraclms crowned the offspring of his second 
httptials, he was tamely stripped of the most valuable past of their in- 
heritance. In the cathedral of Antioch, m the presence of ttife bishjjps, 
at the foot of the crucifix, he besfoifori the sins of the prince and ' 
t people) but his confession instructed the world, that it was vmrt, 

' and perhaps impious, to lesist the judgment of Odd. The Smgccns 
alone invincible m fact, since they were invincible ut opinion ; and the 
desertion Of Ycukuira, his false repentance and repeated perfidy, 
might justify the suspicion of the emperor, that he mu encompassed 
by tnutdrs and apostates, Who conspned Co betray his person and then 
country to the ehetwes of iCftnst In the hour Of adversity, his super- 
stition was agitated by the omens "and dteams of a Ming crown 1 had 
after bidding an eternal farewell to Syria, be (A D. 638) .Secretly em- 
barked With a few attendant*) and absolved the faith pf his subjects, 
Constantine, Ws. eldest son, had. bees, stationed with 46,909 men at 
Caesarea, the cml metropolis of the three provinces of Palestine. But 
hi* private inters# recalled him to the Byaantifte court ; and after the 
flight «f his fate#, he felt hhrisdf an un* qual champion Writhe united 
force oft the caliph. Hitt vangdarfi was liddfy attacked by 306 A*»W 
and rood black slave*, who, in the depth of winter, had tluohftd the 
snowy mountains of Ubanus, and who were speedily followed by the 
victorious squadrons of Cried himself. From the noith and south the 
troops of Antioch and Jerusalem advanced along the sea-shore, till 
then banners were joined under the walls of the Phowucwa dries. 
Tripoli and Tyre were betrayed i and a fleet of fifty transport*, wb»h 
entered Without distrust the captive ^fcarbotifs, brought a scaaonabla 
suppjy of arms and provisions to ted tamp of the Saracen* Their 
labours were terminated by rife unexpected sutiendcr of tjpsarea *, tee 
ftomroptewoW in tee night j and the dafepcelesa <*&♦ 

set# soli&ised titew partem With an offering of as»£ew piece* dfgwd* 
Tim rcmaitefer of An proving .Ramkh) MoMfe# or Am*, tethem te 
Neapafib Asteteb Berytett, 6 >d»n, 0 *b 4 ><, k* 0 m» rtlnw t w 
HlempdHl, ddteteger presumed to dispute tee Wig pf<to«otepi»^» 


juw aw* mxuxs* w w* i 

stood many thousands of the Modems. Theyf 
iqn and the cheerfulness of imtrtjyiij hpdtetei' 
maybe^TkroMSnthcirordsofahAMnriiMtyii 
ter tee last timet Iris sister and mother: *ft hs 
delicacies of Sym, or foe fading delights of this 
prompted me to devote my life hi the cause of religion, IN* I *e#k 
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the favour of God and his apostle ; and 1 have heard, from one of the 
companions of the prophet, that the spirits of* the martyrs will be 
lodgW in the cropj of green birds, whotshall taste the fruits, and drink 
of the rivers, of paiadise. farewell, we shall meet again among the 
groves and fountains which God has provided for his elect*" Tlu\ 
faithful cantive* might exercise a passive and more arduous resolution.; 
and^n cousin of Mahomet is celebrated for refusing* after an abstinence 
of tluee days, the wine and pofk, the only nomishmeuttfut was allowed 
by the* malice of the infidels* The frailty of somd weaker brcthicu 
exasperated the itfiptecable Spirit of, fanaticism 5 and the father oJ ■ 
Armer deplored, irt patheftic strains, the apostasy and damnation of a 
son, who had renounced the primuses of God, and the intercession of 
the prophet, to occupy, with the priests and deacons, the lowest man- 
alonsof JiftSk The more fortunate Arabs, who survival the war and 
pers?vercd in the faith, 'were restrained by their* abstemious leader 
from the abuse of prosperity* After a refreshment of three days, Abu 
Obeiefah withdrew his troops' from the pernicious contagion of the 
luxury pf AntiOch* and assured the caliph that thefl: religion and virtue 
could only be preserved by the hard discipline of poverty and laboui . 
But the virtue of Omar, however rigorous to Kimself, was kind and 
liberals hfa brethren. After a just tribute of praise and thanksgiving, 
he dropt t tear of eompa&fton** and sitting down on the ground# wrote 
an a&8WW> in which ho mildly censured the severity of his li&genapt . 
u God/* said the successor of the prophet, “has hot forbidden the use 
of th h good things* of this world to faithful men, and such as have 
performed good works. Therefore you ought to have given them leave 
to rest themselves, and partake freely of those good dungs which the 
counify afforded*. If any of the Saracens has no family in Arabi?J 
they may marry in Syria ; and whosoever of them wants fany female 
slaves* ho nfay purchase as Wfi ny he l^th occasion for." Tine 
CeiKjteRrotm prepared to use, or to abuse, this gracious permission * but 
the year of th# triumph was marked by % mortality of men and dfctle ; 
and s&Jy&OO Saracens were snatched away from the possession of Syria. 
The death of Abu Obeidah might be lamented by the Christian* ; but hi* 
Srethren mCollecteif that he was one 0$ the ten»ctec* whom the prophet 
had waited as |be Mrs ©f paradise. Caied survived his brethren 
about three years t #d fhe tomb of the sword of God h shown in the 
neighbourhood Of Kfaesa H8» valour, which founded in Arabia and 
gyifa the jJte caliphs, Was fartihed by the opinion of 4 Sfpcfa| 

md as ions as he were a cap? which had been btefaed by 
, he ^nod hhnSelf invulneiable amidst the «rf the 

the first comjpierors was supplied }$ a new generation* 
and countrymen ; Syria became (a.d. 639^55) the 
fe of the house; of Ommtyah i and the revenue* the 
ips of that powerful kingdom, were consecrated tfi en» 
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t ‘ reigning faction to pursue the i dig ions e\iles v,lio had taken reftiec 
th? court of the .Ethiopian king. Yet he rtstunu-d from this em- 
bassy, a secret proselyte ; his reason <g his interest determined him to 
' renounce the worship of idols ; he escaped from Mecca with his fnend 
Caled, and the prophet of Medina enjoy ed f at the same moment thy 
satisfaction of«embipcing the two firmest champions of his cause, 'IJie 
hngatiendb of Amrou to lead tbq armies of the faithful, was checked 
by the reproof of timar, who advised him not to .seek power and 
dominion, since he who, is a subject to-day, may he a prince to-morrow. 
Yet his merit was not Overlooked by the two first successors of* 
Mahomet ; they jvere Indebted to Ms arms for the conquest of Pales- 
tine, and in all the battles andssiegcS of Syria, he united with the temper 
Of a chief, the valour of an adventurous soldier. In a visit to Medina, 
the caliph, expressed a Wish to survey the sword which had cut down 
So Many Christian warriors i the*son of A^i unsheathed a short and 
ordinary ppytpMar t and as he perceived the surprise of Omar, “Alas,” 
qaid tnodest Saracen, “ the sword itself, without the arta of its 
master, is neither sharper nor more weighty thA the swoid of Phar- 
ezdak the poet," After the conquest of Egypt he was recalled by the 
jealousy of the caliph Othman ; but in the subsequent troubles, the 
ambition of a soldier, a statesman, and an oiator, emerged from .1 
private station. Mi* pOwtifqJ support, both in council and in t|ie field, 
established rite thrdpe of the OnsmiadOs ; ytho administration and 
revenue of Egypt were r<Jbto«d by the gratitude of Moawiyali to a 
faithftdfriepdwho bad raised himself above the rank of a subject ; 
and Amrou ended his days in the palace and city which he had founded 
Oh rite banks of the Nile. His dying speech to his children is cele- 
brated by the Arabians as a model of eloquence and wisdom : % 
depleted the errors of his ' youth ; hut if the penitent was Still infected 
by dm vanity Of a poet, he might exaggerate the venom and mischief 
of Ms impious compositions. * . 

from ala camp in Palestine, Amrowhad surprised or anticipated 
rite cwph’S leave for the invasion of Egypt. The magnanimous 
Oriuurjppateri b**h» God and his sw6fd, which had shaken the thrones 
^hokrOCa and Casar ; but when Up compared she slender foiee of 
Moslems with th» gteatqcss of the enterprise, he Condemned his 
nMstMi$s,.and Usteited to his timid companions. The pride and 
rimjriferitari* qf Pharoal* werWfanfiliar to t^e readers of the Koran s 
and a berifcW, repetition of prodigto had beeq, scarcely wfitefent to 
' i “'“ y&toty, hut the $«ht, oP 600,000 of the Children of 

}, rim mfiMf mm bar* many and populous ! their awhiteemre 
amdsoM j flue Nile, With its numerous bPanoluis, tjfas alone 
ride barrier } and rim granary of the Imperial city would be* 
defended by the Roman powers. In this perplexity, ttys 
y Of rite faithful resigned himself to the decision of chanCe, 
jnjon, of providence. At the head of only 4000 Arabs, thp 
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intrepid Amrou had (A n. 638. June) marched Away fiom his station pf 
Gaza, when he was ovci token by the messenger of Omar. “ If you dre 
still in Syria," said the ambiguous mandate, “retreat without dday; 
but if, pt the leceipt of thu. epistle, you have already reached me 
(frontlet** of Egypt, advance with conhdence, and depend on the succour 
of God and of your brethren.” The experience, perhaps the secret In* 
telbgenre, of Amrou had taught him to suspect the mutability* of cejnjs , 
and hot ontm&ed his march tiil his lentts were Unquestionably pitched 
on Egyptian ground. He thete assembled his officers, broke toi* seal, 
perused the epistle, gravely inquired the name add situation qf the 
place, and, declared his reedy obedience to the commands of thcvubph. 
After a afege of thirt; days, he took possession of Fattiah or Pelusunm, 
and that key of Egypt, as it has been justly named, unlocked the 
entrance ofthekounuy, as far as the ruins of JfeHbpohs toubtoe neigh* 
boUrhOOd of the modeih Qdro. , * 

On the western side of the Nile, al a small distance to the tost of 
the Pyramids, at a sijin.il distance to the south of the Delta; Memphis, 
150 furlongs m circumference, displayed the magttifleence of antieln 
kings, kinder the reign Of the Ptolemies tthd Ctesoto, the seat of 
government was removed to the sea*coast ; the ancient capital was 
eclipsed by the arts and opulence Of Almndtia \ the palaOto, and at 
length the temples, were reduced to a desolate and ruinous condition : 
>ct in top age of Augustus, 60 , mletl to' that of Contoatoine, Memphis 
»a$ still numbered among fho gtodtost $ttu most populous of the uro- 
✓mcial pities, the banks of the Nde, in 'this place of tod hftoffihr of 
jooo feet, w«a® united by two bridges of sixty and df thirty bmdSibtab 
jpeted in the middle stream by ffie small island of r Ronda, which 'whs 
overed with gardens and habitations. Tpe eastern extremity of toe 
nidge was terminated by the toWb of Babylon and the camp of & 
(toman legion,* which jgotectid toe <|Mdsagl» of the river aad giro 
iccond eajpiial of Egypt This impdtotot %ttoto. Which ii^ght fi^iy 
to dswenbod a* a part Of Memphis to was towtstod hf toe 

irms pnW Ueutonapt of Opwi * mhafetcement of pmo 8a' 

«m hWtoW 4h W* <ato»p i add* the milttory c«g?$*a whfoii . 
hawnp rttoftbe Staptoid t* toe tot and laWnr of Ms ~ 
fet toe nfegu was ptitoaettd to seven months u hnd tod 1 
toad cawntmpaSS^d told t threatened by the inundatato, 
n«.if last assault wijWcAd and sucdbsfuk toe 
torch had been wkfa bn* sjtkps, applied 1 

entered toe fortress w)th too shouts sf “ Pqd is v# 
ha MtoMPt of the Greeks to their heats and «« 1 
, pot was afterwards recommenced' to tlnemut 
Kuokatiop wjto toe gulf and m peninssda mS 
Memphis Wet* deserted ; toe tents of toe Ah&{ 
permanent habitations . and the first mosque Was „ — __ ^ 

»tiCe Of fourscore' coKrfbanions of Mahomet* A new fciw 1 
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>ramp on the eastward bank of the Nile ; and the contiguous quaitcrs 
<K Babylon and Fostat are confounded m them present decay by the 
•aquation of bid Misrah gr Cairo, which town they form an exten- 
sive suburb. Bi 4 the name of Cairo, the town of victory, mote stnrtly 
belongs to the modem capital, which was founded in the tenth centuty 
by the F.uiropc caliphs, }t has gradually receded fiom the river, btft 
. (lag continuity of buildings may be traced by an attentive eye fiom die 
moftumeuts of Sescfttris to |hoseU>f Saladin, 

Yet the Arabs, after a glorious* and profitable entefprisc, must have 
retreated to the desert, had they not found a powerful alliance in the, 
tieafl of the country, The rapid conquest of Alexander was assisted 
by the superstition and revolt, of the natives s they abhorred their Per- 
sian oppressors, the disciples of the Magi, who had burnt the temples 
of Egypt* aqd feasted with sacrilegious appetite on th# flesh of the god 
Aida, TAfter a period of .ten centuries the saute revolution was renewed 
(a J bi 638) by a' similar cause; asdmthc safari of an incomprehensible 
creed, the Of the Coptic Christians was equally ardent The 
persecution of th% emperors, which converted »a sect Into a nation, 
alienated Egypt from their religion and government, The Saracens 
were received as the deliverers of the Jacobite church l and a secret 
end effectual treaty was opened during the siege of Memphis bctwc.cn 
a victorious army and a people of slaves. * A rich and noble Egyptian, 
of the name of Mohfwkas, had dissembled his Ihith to obt*iif the ad- 
ministration of his province i in the disorders of the Persia* war he 
'aspired to independence t the embassy qf Mahomet ranked him 
among princes ; but he declined, with rich gifts and ambiguous com- 
pliments, tiro proposal of a new religion, The abuse of hw trust ex- 
po w hint to the resentment of HeMclius i his submission was ddajwd 
by arrogance and fear ; add his conscience was prompted by interest 
to %ow himSelf on the &V»utof the ' nation and the support of the 
.gnfaqests, Ia hi* first conference with Antrou, he heard Without in- 
dSgttatimf .the usual Option of the Koran, the tribute, or the %word. 
“.The Greeks,* replied Motewkas, “are determined, to Abide the de- 
termination of .the sword; but; With tiro Creeps I desire no commu- 
►ruw, ritirer in $*» world or in tiro h&t, and 1 -abjure fcr ever the 
tiygapitiae tyrant, hi* Synod of Chalcedbq, hnd hi* Mdchite slaves. 

a£d ajy hrAhren, we pro resolved to hvc and die in the 
l<3f tbcgespcl^md unity of Christ. It is impossible for us 
M nftelations of your prophet ; but we are desirous of 
A dMtiMto8fe submit to flhy tribute and ebedfcftce hr hi* 

, the tribute was ascertained at two pieceir of 

the head of every Christian ; but old hum*#, women, 

, « both settee, under sixteen years ‘of age* were exempted 
nl assessntdat : the Copts above and below Memphis 

: to the caliph, and promised an hospitable entertain- 

days to every Mussulman whq should travel through 
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their country. 'Ey flu* charter of security, the ecclesiastical and clvfe 
tyranny of the Melcb.tes was destroyed . the anathemas of St.Cym 
were thundered from every pulpy; ; and the sacred edifices, wlfe/the 
patrimony of the church, were ic$tored to the national communion 
Of the jacofcitesf, who enjpyed without moderation the moment of 
triumph and revenge. At the pressing summons <jf An»rou, their pa. 
triarch Benjamin emerged from his desert j and after the fifst injgr- 
view, the courteous Arab affected to ^ectese, that tie had never con* 
versed noth a Christian priest of moie innocent manners and ajnore 
.venerable aspect In the march from Memphis <0 Alexandria the 
lieutenant Of Omar entrusted his safety to the seal and gratitude of 
the Egyptians : the roads and bridges were diligently repaired ; and 
m every step of Me piogress, he could depend on * constant supply of 
pnMrinwfe «4d «tfeUigco*e. The Greeks of Egypt) whose 
coyld suareely canal a tenth of the native*., were overwhelmed 'by 
the universal deletion $ they bad «• er been hated, they were no. 
longer feared ; the magistrate feed from his tribunal) fens Mrhop hem 
his ahart and the distant garrisons Were surprised or starved fef 
the sumnipding multitudes. Had not jfoe NUe afforded a safe and 
ready conveyance 'to fee sea, not an individual could have escaped, 
who by birth, dr language, or office, or religion, was connected .with 
their odious name * ' > • 

1 By the retreat of fee Cheeks fiom fee provinces Of Upper Egypt, a 
considerable force was collected in fed WSjid of Wfet i few natural 
and artificial channels of fee Hite afforded a succession Of strong (fed 
defensible poem j and fee road to Alexandria was laboriously retired 
by fee victory of fee Saracen* fe two and twenty day* of general Dr 
partial commit. In their annals of conquest, fee siege of Alexandria 
is perhaps the most arduous and ifepdrfent eaferpripa The £mt 
trading city rn fee world was abundantly hmMfeed wife fee dunum 
of subsistence and defence? Her numerans ufeabitaate fought foe 
dearest of human rights, religfom and property 5 and fee of w 

nafefes serened to e>^ 

tofemUm, The re* wife crefemufey open j and if h« 

awKfeto felpuMlc distress, faefftaroies of fcomanS arid 
mufet bSyC bceh poured into fee harbour tp spvw She ariredi 
fee empire, 1 A cimreiiferetwri pf sen miles wofed 
forces of fee Grefes, arid feretortd fee stratagems pffft pftfei 
bm fee few fetfes fere ftfemfe sootfe were covered 

UllCC ^farxfyri eH&S e*$T J J 

more than tori The effort* of fee Arabs 1.. 

w the feffiteufcy of fee attempt and fee fedwe dfe 
fesone of Medina, fee eyes of Oma^feree fired muff 
hkvmce msekref to arms fee Arabian tribes and fed ■> 
sfed fee merit of an holy war wa* recommended. I 
tfei fcrtduy of Egypt. Anxious for fee feint 
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of Romans. They njere twice expelled by the valour of Amiou, \vM" 
was recalled by the domestic peril from the distant wars of Tripoli and 
Nubia. Bnt the facility of the* attempt, the repetition of the irfsulf, , 
ahd the obstinacy of the resistance provoked him to swear, that if a 
Vldrd time he (hove the infidels into the sea, he would render Alexan- 
dria as accessible op all sides as the house of a prostitute faithful to 
bis promise, he dismantled several {dirts of tfie skills and toweivhu. , 
ihb people was spared m the chastisement 1 of the city, and the mosque 
t of Jkfeny was erected on the spot where the vict^uous general had 
stopped the Airy of his troops. • 

I should deceive the expectation of tl\e leader, if I* passed in silence 
the fitw of the Ale**> drian library, as it Is doserwwd hjr the learned 
AMphafagius., 'lhe spirit of Amtou was wore enweoa and liberal 
than that of his brethren, and in hv> km»e. bouts, the Arabian (hitif 
wap ri&sed with the conversation of John, the last disciple Of Am- 

g onitis, and who derived the surname of Hilepcnttt, from his 
honoris Studies «f spammer and philosophy* Emboldrafcd by this 
familiar intercourse, Philoponus presumed to solicit a gilt, incsttmawe 
in Aar opinion, •contemptible m tbaf p f the B.ertUnans j the rqyal 
library, which alone, among th| spoils of Afomubia, pad not been 
appropriated by tius visit «Wti of tip* conqueror, Amreu was 

mclinda pi gratify the ’Wlsh of the graaftofii wn, but his ri£id integrity 
refused*!© alienate thd minutest object wtiiodt the consent of the 
caliph ; and the well-known «*!***? of Oinar Wak inspired bp the 
ignorance Ora fabatw. “ If them writings gf the Greeks aWde stub 
the bock of God, they aye useless And need not be preserved j if they 
•disagree, they are pernicious and ought to be. destroyed,” The 
sentence qas executed whb hired obedience i the volume* of ; 
m parchment were distributed to the jMW hjWhs of the city ; and 
wap titmr itwttdlMe multitude, that m mttipa wem Mr #' * 
for th4 consumption if the ’Dp*.., 

Ahulpharagiu* have been given to tffe wiaid m a Latin Veyrio 
tale has been repeatedly tmMmfed i WVd every scholar yti* 
Indigpatimt has dfptored the ifwparabta sdnpwMck pf the 
the arts, and the geniuk? o f itt»fi4$. TormycWn pkit, I r‘ 

tempted to deny both qte £wt and the <x>«s« " 

JndMmaryeikxia; “ Itadfund woody !” says .... 
and the Solpary report <f a stranger Who wote at fho 1 
dredyeareo* tiWt>M5he*ef htA&Ljs odwbjttiwcWhJ 
two ariaatetfa of A Gbs 

Egypt, and the mom undent pr wti, the p 
* am{AytitiKtri|)o4 the contjuisst etf UmbSm? . 

« mn» is repugnant to the sound bad drihodot 1 
etan casuists : they expressly declare, that the ip 
Jews and Christians, Which are acquired by i»i 
Wn* be committed to the flames j and* that the" 
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science, ttibtorians or poets, physicians or philosopher, may be law- 
fwly applied to the use of ilia faithful. A morli destructive seal may 
perhaps he attributed to the first successors of Mahomet ; yet in this 
• instance, the conflagration would have speedily expired in the defici- 
ency of materials. I shall not recapitulate .the disasters of the Alex- 
andrian library, tiaes, involuntary flame that Whs kindled by Caesar in 
Jps own dttfencc, or the mischievous bigotry of the Christians, who 
studied to destroy five tnOwumewts of idolatry. But, if wc gradually 
descend from live age of tine AntOmnes to that of Theodosius, we shall 
leant from a chair, of Contemporary witnesses, that the royal palace 
and the temple of Serapis no longer contained the four, or the seven 
hundred thousand volume^, which bad been assembled by the curiosity 
and magnificence of the Ptolemies. Perhaps the church and sent of 
the pa tri yt yh s might be enriched witli a repository Of books t but if 
tbe^onSorous mass of Aria® aritt Monoptyrite controversy were in- 
deed consumed in the public baths, a philosopher may allow, with a 
smile, fhnt.lt was ultimately devoted to the benefit of mankind. I 
‘ smeerdy regret fhentore valuable libraries whiefi have been involved 
in the ruin of the Roman empire $ but when 1 seriously compute the 
jtapsu Cf agps, rive waste of ignorance, and the calamities of war, our 
frcasufeif, rasher torn our losses, afe the object of my surprise. Many 
curious and interesting f9ct%are buried in oblivion ? the .three great 
hlatoriahsof Rome hum been transmitted to ouf hands in ahjutilatcd 
state, find we are deprtvedV many pleasing compositions of the lyric, 
iambic, and dramado poetry of the , Greeks. Yet we should gratefully 
remember, that the mischances of time and accident have spared the 
classic works to Which the suffrage of antiquity had adjudged dig, 
first place of genius and glory i «w teachers of ancient knowledge, 
Who me still extant, had perused and compared the writings of their 
predecessors j dor can it.ftMy be presuiqpd that any important 
!tS®(, any useful discovery ih Art or nature, has heed snatohed away 
iftnft rite^riority of moderriages. * * 

In the administration of Egypt, Amrou balanced the demands of 
" ^ " iwdjwhoy i»th« interest of the people of the, law, wlg> were dc- 
1 by God ; add of the people ofahe alliance, kfcp yere protected 
In % re«S»t tnpiujt of CeneiteSi and deliverance, the tongue 
and sword of the Arabs were most adverse to the 
if the pwHnae. lb the former, Amrou declared, that few- 
am mdpd: would be doublyachastised, hr the punlshmertt of 
riv hsfrihmdd detest as hfs persop^l ana by 

f Opr iribocent brethren, whom dam? eqvy lj4ad 

„„ s.bu*4 supplant, He merited rile letter V the motives* 

**■*(* s^d 'hdhww ta'*irtsWn she dignity of their chase 
Jfemsbnrea by a modest and temperate induct to God #M rim 
in abate and protect a people who had trusted to the* faith, 
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of thou victory. In the management of the revenue he disapproval 
the simple but oppressive mode of a capitation, and pieferrpd With 
reason a proportion of tastes, deducted on every bunch from the dear 
profits of agriculture and commerce. A third patt*of the tribute was 
appropriated to the annual repairs of the dykes and canals, so essen- 
rial to the public welfare. Under his administration the fertility of 
Egypt supplied the dearth of Arabia ; and ft string of ca&cls, lade" 
with coin and provisions, covered almost withotit an interval the long ' 
road from Memphis to Medina. $ut the gettitis of Amrou spon re- 
newed the maritime communication which had been attempted or 
achieved by the Pharaohs, the Ptolemies, or the CtesarS ; and a Vannl, 
at least eighty miles in length, was opened from tire Nile to the Re«l 
Sen. This inland navigation, which would* have joined the Mediter- 
ranean and the Indian ocean, was soon discontinued as j'seleSs and 
dangerous - the throne was removed from Medina to iDamasEus f and 
through It the Grecian fleets might ha. e explored a passage to the holy 
cities of Arabia. 

Of his new conqu&t, tbl* caliph Omar had an .'ropCifect knowledge 
fiom the voice of fame and the legends of the Koran. He requested 
that ht$ lieutenant would place btffore his eyes the realm of Pharaoh 
and the Amaleldte? 5 and the Answer Of Amrou exhibits a lively a»d 
not uqfaithfal picture of that singular t t oifntry. “O commander of 
the faithAif, Egypt is a, Compound of black earth and open pjants, 
between a pulvcytwd mountain and a red“ Sand. The distance from 
Syefie to the sea is a month's journey for an.ho’rscrium, Along foe 
% alley descends a river, on which the blessing of the Most High re- 
poses both in the evening and morning, and which rises and falls 
ititli the involutions of the sun and muon. When the annual dis- 
pensation vof pi evidence unlocks the springs and fountains, that 
nourish the earth, the Nile rolls hit, Swelling and sounding Wftttrs 
through tpe malm of Egypt i the fields are overspread by the ««h- 
tpry« flood 5 and the vil]ages*.commtmicate with each other in fojfor 
painted barks. The ic treat Of the inundation deposits ft ferfifosfig 
mud for the reception of the various seeds : the crowd* M husband- 
men who%lacken»the land mpy be compared fb a swarm ff fat 
dustrious antS 1 ; and their native indolenc^ is cpiicjoehed by fod&sh 
of the task-master, and the promise of ihe* flower* and i 

plentiful increase. Theij hope is seldom deceived $ hot the fofoe* 
Which thpf extract from foo wjieat, the barley, and foe fopt 
legumes, the fruit-trees, and* the cgt^le, are unequally Shared hMpfoa 
those who labour and those who possess. Accof ring fo tap w*#' 
ttfdtt pf the seasons, the face of the country Is aria eyiMi'Wifo WPwr 
•wave, a verdant emerald, and the deep yellow of a p»mn hlppr 
\et this beneficial otder is sometimes interrupted} and fod.iomjrdtfoy 
and suddep swell of the river in the first year of 'foe conquest might 
afford some colour to an edifying fable, Jt is said, that foe annual 
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s^rifice of a virgin had been interdicted by the* piety of Omar ; and 
that thu Nile lay sullen and inactive in his shallow bed, till the man- 
date of the caliph was cast into the obedient stream, which rose in a 
single night to the height of sixteen cubits* The admiration oi the 
Arabs for their new conquest encouraged the license of their romantic* 
spirit Wp tftiy read, in the gravest authors, that Egypt was crowded 
20,000 cities or ullages : Ma? 4 Exclusive of the Greeks and Arab*, 
the Copts alone were found, *ou the assessment, six millions of tribu- 
tary subjects, or twenty million* of cither sex, and of every age : that # 
threes hundred millions of gold or silver were annually paid to the 
treasury of the caliph. Our rqason must be startled by these extra- 
vagant assertions j and they will become more palpable, if we assume 
the compass and measure the extent of habitable ground ; a valley 
ftwq th^ffoplc to Memphis, scldpm broader than 12 miles, and the 
triangle of the Delta, a flat surface of 2100 square leagues", compose a 
twelfth part of the magnitude of France* A more accurate research 
mwjll justify *a more* reasonable estimate* The th*ce hundred millions, 
created by the error* of a scribe, are reduced to the docent revenue of 
font millions three hundred thousand pieces of gold, of which nine 
hundred thousand were consumed by the pay of the soldiers. Two 
aufchetfljc # li$ts, of the preset and of the twelfth century, are circum- 
scribed within the respectable number of 2700 villages aiyi*towm. 
After aTong residence*at Cairo, a French consul has ventured so assign 
about four millions of Mahometans, Christians, and Jews, for the ample, 
though hot incredible, scope, of the population of Egypt* 

IV* The conquest of Africa, from the Nile to the Atlantic ocean, 
was first 647) attempted by the arms of the caliph Othmam * Tba* 
pious design was approved by the companions of Mahotqpt and the 
chiefs of the tribes 5 and 20,060 Arabs marched from Medina, with the 
gift&apd the blessmg of the commander ofdhe faithful. They were 
joined In the chmp of Memphis k by 2o,<xx> of their counttyihen ;*and 
thh induct of the war Was entrusted to Abdallah, the son of Said and 
the r-brothqy of the caliph, who had lately supplanted the con- 
quer^r agd lieutenant of Egypt Vet the favour of the prince, and the 
Xftjtaty of hls^fttvoUrlte, could hot Obliterate the guut ofrhis apbstacy. 
Vh# of AbdatUh, and his skilM pen, had recommend^ 

nim w ™ Stepcir^inf office of transcribing the sheets of the Koran ; he 
Wrqpfed the text, dcnded'the errors which he had 
IWivto Meqca to escape tie justice, and expose the ignore 
ofw Alter the co&jfrest of Mecca, he fell pnpttbate ht 

MM of MShbmet : Ms tears, and the entreaties of Othman, extorted 
A r^umnt^on; but the prophet declared that ho had so long* 
time for some zealous disciple to avenge Ms Injury 
m,i|e #»od Of tbd apostate. With apparent fidelity and ojfTectivd 
hi served the religion winch it was no longer his interest to 
be|Cr^i his bfrth and talent! gave him an honourable rank among the 
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Koreish ; and, in a nation of cavalry, Abdallah was renowned as tjjitf' 
boldest and most dexterous horseman of Arabia. At the head of qo,ooo 
Moslem*, be advanced from Egfoit into the unknown countries of thfi > 
West! The sands of Barca might be impervious to % Roman legion ; 
‘out the Arabs were attended by their faithful camels t and tbo natives 
of the ddseit beheld without terror the familiar aspect df the soil and 
climate. After a painful march, tWby pitched (hoar tents before*Mi. 
walls of Tripoli,' a maritime city, in ’which the turns, the wealth, and 
, the inhabitants, of the province had gradually centered, and which now 
maintains the third rank among the states of Barbary. A icinforcc* 
ment of Greeks was surprised and cut in pieces on the sea-shore ; but 
the fortifications of t ipoli resisted the first assaults ; and the Saracens, 
were tempted fry the approach of the prafetf Gregory to relinquish 
the labours of the siege fbr the perils, and the hopes of a deci* reaction. 
If his standard was followtd by 120,000 men, the regular bands of the 
empire must have been lost in 'the naked and disorderly crowd of 
Africans and Moois^iwho formed the strength, or rdther the numbers, 
of his host He rejected with indignation the optfon of the Koran br 
the tribute ; and«duriog several days, the two armies were fiercely en* 
gaged from the dawn of light to the hour of noon, when their fatigue 
and the excessive heat compelled them to sc'-k shelter and lefreshmcni 
m thei? lespcctive comps. The djmghtd Of Gregory, a mafdof incom- 
parabl<*beauty and spirit, is said to have &&.ght“by his side ; from her 
earliest youth she was trained to mount on horseback, to draw the law, 
and to wield the scymetar ; and the richness of her arms and apparel 
was conspicuous in the foremost ranks of the battle. Her hand, with 
«*oo,oc» pieces of gold, was offered for the heed of the Arabian 
general, and the youths of Africa were excited by the pi aspect of the 
glorious prize. At the pressing solicitation of bis brethren, Abdallah 
withdrew his person from the held ; but the Saracens were discouraged 
by the retreat of their leader, |wd the.repedtion of these equal Or un- 
successful conflicts. 

A noble Arabian, who afterwards became the adversary of AM And 
the frthcAof a calfoh, had signalized his valour ih. Egypt, abd Upbcjy 
wa* the first who plamdl a sCaBng-ladder against the wadis or Bafeyfe®. 
In the African war he was detached frdtnnfee standard si Abdallah. 
On the news of the battle, Zobeir, witlj twelve «oft[pM|S<!iif,dqt hip way 
through the camp of thexhweks, and pressea iorwafds, hpmont tatting 
either food or repose, to psgtak#ot the dangers of ms brethren* H® 
east his eyes round the field : <|, Wli«e ,2 said he. 4 * is aufraMOdP 
"In his teiit." “ Is the tent s station for the genera) of the pftaMf P 
• Abdalhih represented with a blush &« ImpOrqmde Own 1 mm d 

ihO temptation that was held forth by the Roman pwwpoh 
raid Zcbelr, "on the infidels their ungenerous attempt* fmfeMm 
through the ranks, that the head of Gregory shall be repaid With his 
Captive daughter, ana die equal sum of rtso,ooo pieces 
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courage and discretion of Zobcir the lieutenant of the caliph cn- 
trustecbthe execution of his own stratagem, whic'h inclined the long 
disputed balance in favour of the Saracens. Supplying by activity 
and artifice the deftciency of numbers, a part of tlieir forces lay con 
cealed in their tents, while the remainder prolonged an ii regular sku- # 
mish with the dhemys tall the sun was high in the heavens. On both 
» they retired with fainting :itep$ : their horses wore unbridled, 
their armour was laid aside/'and the hostile nations prepared, or 
seemed to prepare, for the refreshment of the evening, and the 
cncoiwjter of the enduing day. Qn a sudden, the charge was sounded ; * 
the Arabian camp poured forth a swarm of fresh and intrepid warriots*: 
and the long line of the Orecks'nnd Africans was surprised, assaulted, 
overturned, by new squadrons of the faithful, who, to the eye pf fanati- 
cism* migfTt appear as a band of angels descending* from the sky. 
The prefect hmiself was slain by tho hand *of Zobcir ; his daughter, 
who sought revenge and death, ^as surrounded and made prisoner ; 
*and the fugitives involved In their disaster^ the town of Sufetula, to 
which they escaped from the sabies and lances of the Arabs* Sufctul.i 
was built tjo miles to the soueh of Carthage : a gentle declivity is 
watered by a running stream, and shaded by a grove of Juniper trees ; 
and, iirthc ruins of a triumphal arch, a portico, and three temples of 
the Corinthian order, curiosity may yet admire the magnificences of the 
Homans. After the foU of Jhis opulAt city, the provincials flgd Bar- 
barians implored on*all sides the mercy of the conqueror. Hi* vanity 
or his real might be flattered by offers of tribute or professions of faith : 
but his losses, his fatigues, and the progress of an epidemical disease, 
prevented a solid establishment ; and the Saracens, after a campaign 
of fifteen mouths, retreated to the conftnes of Egypt* with the captives’* 
and the wealth of their African expedition. The caliph'? fifth was 
granted to a favourite, on the nominal payment of 500,000 pieces of 
gold ; but the state was doubly injured by this fallacious transaction, 
if each foot-soldier had shared 1000, and*each horseman 3000 pi&es, 
in the real div&iqn of the plunder. The author of the death of Gregory 
cx^edted to haue churned the most precious reward of % victory ; 
from* m silence it might be presumed that he had flllenpp the battle, 
till the team and mcchun^iions of the prefect's daughter at the sight of 
valour and modesty of that gallant solclicr. The 
hhformhd was offered, and almost rejected as a slavery her 
Who copUy decree* that his sword was consecrated 
toti^aeryicoofrj^tgioA; apd that Re laboured for a r^pmpense far 
4M charm/^mortal beauty* or the riches of thi wrilpry Bfe, 

A retard congenial to h}$ temper was the honourable commission of 4 , 
to^the calfph Othman the success of his mm Tbq 

S j 1 & chiefs, and the people, were assembled in the rnosque of 
, to hear the interesting narrative of jSobeir ; and, as the orator 
othing except the mbnt of his own counsels’ and actions, the 
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name of Abdallah was joined by the Aiabians with the heroic nanjurt 
of Calcd and AnuouJ* . 

The western conquests of the Saracens wcie suspended near twenty 
years, till then dissensions (a.ix 665—689) weie 'tomposed by the 
, establishment of the hou^c of Omm i yah : and the caliph Moawiyah 
iyas invited by the cues of the Africans themselves. 3 he ( successors 
of Heraclius had been mfmmed of the tribute ^ huh thcylndiwi 
compelled to stipulate with the Aial^s ; ‘out mstc id of be mg moved to 
pity and relieve their distress, they imposed, a , an equivalent or a 
< tine, a second tribute of a similar amount. 'IhccMrsof the Il>/{\ntjne 
ministers wer<!f shut against the cumplaints ot then poveitvand rum: 
their despair V as reduced to piefer the dominion of 1 single masta ; 
ahd the extortions of the patriarch of Caithago, who was invested with 
civil and imlUaty powei, pi evoked the seunnes, and c \ on the ^athnhes, 
of the Roman pi evince to^ abjure the* religion as u ell as the authority 
of their tyrants. The fust lieutenant of Moawiyah acquired a just 
renown, subdued unimportant city, <U feati d an aimy of ia,oo o (hccks^ 
swept away 80,000 captives, and em i< lied with thetr spoils the Ixrtd a‘d- 
ventmers of Syn^i and Fgypt. Hut tl^ title ol lonquermoi Atm a u 
more justly due to his succ cssoi Akbab. U< in nt lu d fi om Damascu ? 
at the head of 10,000 of the brxvest Anb «ind the gumme force of 
the M>slcm$ was enkuged by the ilovbtAil aid and coWeision ot 
- many Ijjdusand Rarbanuns. It Would be djfticLih, nor is it necessary, 
to trace the accurate Imc of the progi ess of Akbaty. The intenor re- 
gions have been peopled by the Orientals with fictitious armies and 
imaginary citadels. In the warlike piov ince of /ab 01 Numidia, 80,000 
of the natives might assemble m :u ms , but the munboi of 360 town 1 * 
^incompatible with the ignorance 01 decay ofhusb u»<li> , and a rheum* 
ference of thtee leagues will be justified by the mm* of I rbe or Lam* 
besa, the ancient metropolis of that hilknd country. As we approach 
the sea-ooast, the well-known cities qf Rugia and Tangier define 
the Atom certain limits of th$ Sanccn victom % A icmnant of tntde 
still adheres to the commodious am hour of Itagia, which n) a mOjre 
prosperous age, is said to have contained about 2o,<&o*hoa$e$ j and, thq, 
plenty of iron^whidh is dug froai the adjacent mountains might have 
supplied a braver people with the lnstrunamts^of^lefenq?* The rfcpWte 
position and venerable antiquity of Tnn^i, or ^Tangier, have been 
decorated by the Greek rfnd Aiabian fibles ,*but the figurative eaprps* 
siona of the latter, that the walls were <ou uucted of brass, and that 
the roofs were covered withhold asid sdvei, may be interpreted ft* the 
emfofctt? of strength and opulence. The province oft Mauritania Tto* 
^itana, which assumed the name of the capital* had been itrtperfeotly 
discovered and settled by the Romans j that five coh&nte* confined 
tw a narroir pale, and the more southern parts were SfcMojp opiated 
^teept by the agents of luxury, who searched the forests for ivoiy and 
the citron wood, and the shores of the ocean for the purple sbeibfiaK 



* the rise am> j a i . l of r&i: s uua hea truth ' 97 

• The feai less Akbah plunged into the heart of # the country, trav a ul 
ihe wilderness m which his successors erected the splendid capital', 01 

* Fez and Morocty, and at length penetrated to the verge of the Allan 

• tic and the grtfat desert. r \ he river Sus descends f 10m the \vc Um 
sides of Mount Atlas, fertilizes, like the Nile, the adjacent soil, «vfd 
falls into tho» sea a moderate distance from the Canaiy, or Fortu- 

«4l$tc, idifiids. Jts ^anks weio inhabited by the last of the Moot *>, a 
race of savage », without *aV$ 5>r discipline, or reWg’on : they wtie 
astonished b> the stiange and irresistible terrors of the Oriental arm, : 
and as they poeAscd neither gold nor silver, the tidiest spoil was the 
beauty of ihe female captives^ some of whom weic aftei wards soldYor 
1000 pines ot gold. The career, though not tlic zeal, of Akbah was 
checked by the piospcct of a boundless ocean, lie yntrrcd his hoi sc 
into the* aves, and raising his ejes to heaven, exclaimed with the lorn 
ofti fanatic : “ Cieat Go*d 1 if my course wore not stopped by this sea, 

I would still go on to the unknown kingdoms of the West, preach 

^ing the unity of thy hoi) n ime, and putting to tl^ sword the rebellious 
nations who worship any other Gods than thcc.” Vet this Mahometan 
Alexander, who sighed for nw w 01 Ids, was unabir to preserve his 
recent conquests. 15 y the univeisal defection of the Greeks and 
Africans, he was ice died fmm the shores of the Atlantic, and the sur 
rounding multitudes left iflnwonly the icsource of an honour^bTt death. # 
The last scene was dig tidied by aft example of national virtue. An 
ambitious chit t, wjio huf disputed the command and failed m the 
attempt, v.us led about as a prisoner in the camp of the Arabian 
general. Ihe insinge its had trusted to his discontent and iovcnqe ; 
he disdained their oftus and revealed their designs. In the hour <'lj> 
danger, the gratclul Akbah unlocked his ft Iters, and advised him to 
retire ; he chose to die under the banner of his rival. Embracing a > 
friends and martyrs, they unsheathed theijj scymetars, broke then 
scabbards, and maintained on obstinate combat, till they fell by # each* 
Others side on the Iasi of then* slauglftered countrymen. The thud 
gcneiaJ or governor ot Africa, Znheir, avenged and encountered tin 
Site of his predecessor* He vanquished the natives in mn«y battles ; 
The was overthrown by a pouciful army, w]ucU»Cpn?tantmople had sent 
to the relief of parting • • 

It had b&snhthe fireqm tl practice of ihe Moorish tribes to join the 
invaders, to share the plunder, to profess the faith, and to revolt to 
tjheir savage state of imh pomU ncc and idjlatrv, on the first retreat ot 
misfortune of th£ Mo'ilems^ Thc^udence of Akbah had proposed to 
found an Arabia^ colony in the heart of Africa ; a citadel that might 
curb the levity of tlic barbarians, a place of refuge to secure against* 
the accidents of war, the wealth and the families of the Saracens, 
With this^iew, and under tin* modest title of the station of a caravafl, 
he planted this colony in the fiftieth year (a.I>. 670 -698; of the Hegira, 
tn its present decay, Ouroan still holds tli$ second rank in the 
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kingdom of Tunis, from which it is distant about Jo miles to the ' 
south ; its inland situation, 12 miles westward of the sea, has prelected' 
the city from the Gieek and Silician fleets. When the wild beasts, 
and serpents were extirpated, when the forest, or rfther wilderness, 
was cleared, the vestiges of # a Roman town were discovered in a sand> 
plain ; the \ cgctable food of Caironn is brought from qfar ; and the 
scarcity of spiings constrains the inhabitants to collect in cisterns and 
reservoirs a precarious supply of raln-watpr, These obstacles w£fcT 
subdued by the industry of Akbah j he traced a circumference of 3600 
paces, which he encompassed with a brick wall j in the space ot five 
years, the governor’s palace was surrounded with a sufficient nmtfber 
of private habitations *, a spacious moaque was supported by 500 
columns of granite, porphyry, and Numidian marble ; and Cairoan 
became the seat of learning as well as of empire. But these jarcre the 
glories of a later age ; tbe^new colony was shaken by the stecss'vc 
defeats of Akbah and Zulieir, and, the western expeditions were ag^in 
interrupted by the civil discord of the Arabian monarchy* 0 The son 
of the valiant Zobeir maintained a war of twelve yeqrs, a siege of sever ** 
months, against the house of Qmmiyah. Abdallah was said to unite 
the fierceness of the lion with the subtlety of the fox ; but if he inherited 
the courage, he was devoid of the generosity of his father. 

The Return of domestic peace allowed the caliph Abdrdmatek to 
< resume tht conquest of Africa ; the. standard was delivered to Hassan, 
governor of Egypt, and the revenue of that kingdom, with an army oi 
40,000 men, was consecrated to the important seivice. In the vicis- 
situdes of war, the interior provinces had been alternately won a?nd 
lost by the Saracens. But the sea-coast still lemained in the hands oi 
fn'c Greeks ; the predecessors of Hassan had respected the name and 
fortification* of Carthage ; and the number of its defenders was 
recruited by the fugitives of Cabes and#Tripoll The arms of Hassan 
were bolder (a.d. 692—698) and more fortunate; he 1 educed and 
pillaged the metropolis of Africa ; and the mention of scaling-ladders 
may justify the suspicion that he anticipated, by a sudden assault, the 
mpre tedious operations of a regular siege* But the* joy of the con- 
querors wfs soon disturbed byjtne appearance of* the Christian sue-# 
cours. The jfroefect and patrician John, a general of experieWe and 
renown, embarked at Constantinople the fbrdci of the listen* empire 5 
they were joined by the jhips and soldiers gf Sicily, and a powerful 
reinforcement of Goths was obtained from the fears and religion of the 
Spanish monarch. The weight of tjie confederate navy brokp the (chain 
that guarded the entrance ol the haroour ; the Arabs iwtired to Caiman, 
ox 1 Tripoli ; the Christians landed ; the citizens hailed the ensign of 
*the cross, and the winter was idly wasted in the dream of vtehW or 
deliverance But Africa was irrecoverably lost ; the zeal and 
ment of the commander oi the faithful prepared in the ensuing spring St 
name numerous ayniarqent by sea and land ; and the patrician In his 
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•turn was compelled to evacuate the post and fortifications of Carthage. 

A second battle was fought in the neighbour hootf of Utica: the Greeks 
and (roths wcic again defeated; ani their timid embarkation saved 
•them from the svford of Hasson, who had invested the slight and in 
sufficient rampait of their camp. Whatever^** remained of Carthage* 
was dcliVered # to the flames, and the colony of Dido and Osar U\ 
4Jlgoktc at)o\ e two hundred yea u> f till a part, perhaps a twentieth, oi 
• the old circumferencJwas rep<*)pl{d by the first of the Fatircute caliphs. 

In the beginning of the sixteenth century, the second capital of the 
West was rcpicscxftcd by a mosque, a college without students, twenty- # 
five or thiity shops, and the huts of five hundred peasants, who, hi 
their abject poverty, displayed the arrogance of the Punic senators. 
Even that paltry village was swept away by the Spaniards whom Cliailcs 
tlie fifthWud stationed in the fortress of the Golethfi The mins of 
Carthagt ’have perished ; and thfc place might be Unknown if some 
hioken arches of an aqueduct did not guide the footsteps the in- 
quisitive traveller. 

The Greeks were •expelled, but the Arabians were not yet masters of 
the country. In the interior provinces the Moors 01 bers, so feeble 
under the first Calais, so formidable to the 15 y/antine princes, main- 
tained* a disorderly resistance to ihc icligion and power of the suc- 
cessors ©f •Mahomet. Ufcd^r the standard of their queen Cnhmo, 
the independent tribes acquit cd some degree #f union and tfiyipline ; 1 
and as the Moors lospecfcd in their females the character of a pro- 
phetess, they attacked the invaders, with an enthusiasm similar to their 
own. The veteran bands of Has sail were inadequate to the defcm e of 
Africa ; the conquests of an age were lost in a single day ; and the % 
Arabian chief, overwhelmed by the torrent, retired to the confines of 
Egypt, and expected, five years, the promised succours of*Llic caliph. 
After the retreat of the Saracens, the victorious prophetess assem- 
bled the Moorish chiefs, and recommended a measure of strange and 
savage policy. “ Our cities / 5 said she, <% and the gold and silver which 
they Contain, perpetually attract the arms of the Arabs. These vile 
metals are not tlte ©bjects of our ambition ; wc content on reives with 
the simple productions of the earth, hot us dastrof thesjp cities ; let us 
bury in their ruins those pernicious treasures ; and when flic avarice of 
out foes «e destitfite of temptation, perhaps they will cease to 
disturb the tranquillity oft a warlike peopled The proposal was ac- 
cepted with unanimous applause. From Tangier to Tripoli the build- 
ing*, or at least the fortifications, wtre demolished, the fruit-trees were 
‘ cut down, the m^fns of subsistence were extirpated, a fertile aqd popu- 
lous garden was changed into a deseit, and the historians of a more* 
recent period could discern the frequent traces of the prosperity and 
of their ancestors. Such is the talc of the modern Arabian* 

I strongly suspect that their ignorance of antiquity, the love of the 
marvellous* and the fashion of extolling the philosophy of barbarians. 
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has induced them tq describe as one voluntary act, the calamities of 
three hundred years since the first fury of the Donatists and Vqndals. 
In the progress of the revolt Cfahina had most prqjbably contributed 
her share of destruction ; and the alarm of universal *uin might terrify 
*and alienate the cities that had reluctantly yielded to her unworthy # 
yoke. They no longer hoped, pci haps they no longer wished, the return * 
of their Byzantine sovereigns : their ptesent servitude was nofallevi^ 1 
by the benefits of order and justice 8 ; ahd the most zealous Catholic 
M must piefer the imperfect truths of the Koran to the blind and ntdp idol- 
s> atry of the Moors. The general of the Saracens was again received as 
tfie saviour of the province : the friends of civil society conspired 
against the savages cf the land ; and the royal prophetess was slain in 
the first battle^ which overturned the baseless fabric of her super- 
stition and empire. The same spirit revived under the" successor 
of Hassaft ; it was finally quelled by the activity of Musa and hi$ w two 
sons; but the number of the rebels M may be presumed from that of 
300.000 captives, 60,000 of whom, the caliph's fifth, were sold for the 
profit of the public treasury, Thirty thousand of * the Barbarian youth 
were enlisted in ,*hc troops ; and the ‘pious labours of Musa to incul- 
cate the knowledge and practice of the Koran, accustomed the Africans 
to obey the apostle of God and the commander of the faithful In 
their diipate and government, their diet » mf! habitation, the Wandering 
Moors issembled the Bedouins of the desert With the religion, they 
were proud to adopt the language, name, 1 * and origin of Arabs : the 
blood of the strangers and natives was insensibly mingled s and from 
the Euphrates to the Atlantic the same nation might seem to be dif- 
* fused over the sandy plains of Asia and Africa, Yet I will not deny 
that 50,000 tents of pure Arabians might be transported over the Nile, 
and scattered through the Libyan desert ; and 1 am not ignorant that 
five of the Moorish tribes still retain ‘their barbarous idiom, with the 
apQjrflatibn and character of white Africans, 

V. In the progress of conquest from the north and soutlii the ©Mbs 
add the Saracens encountered each other on the confines of Europe 
and Afriaa. In the opinion of the latter, the difference of religion is 
a reasonable grouRd of cnmity*and warfare. As early as the time Af 
Ottoman their piratical squadrons had ravaged thecoa®tof Andalusia ;* 
nor had they forgotten the relief of Carthage by 4 he Gothic succours. 
In that age, as well as in the present, the skings of Spain were pos- 
sessed of the fortress of Ceuta ; *one of the columns Of Hercules, Which 
is divided by & narrow strait frott^tlie opposite pillar cjr point of Europe. 
A smaji portion of Mauritania was .still wanting tb, thrf African fon- 
quest i but Musa, in the pride of victory, was repulsed from t$*e walls 

1 \ ' 


VandaluKi*, cotratHr of the Vandals. But the liandaluda of Casm, Wflfch mmi m 
Arabic the region of eveniug, oft the Wc*t» M a word, the Hesperia of the Cmw, in aft* 
toaly appoaae. * • 
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* of Ceuta, by the vigilance and courage of Count Julian, the genet al of 
the Gpths* From his disappointment and pci picul ), Mu»«i uas re- 
lieved (A'D. 709) J>y an unexpected massage of the Chiiaiiun chief, who 

* offered his placfc, 'his person, and his sw ord, to the successor* of 
Mahomet, and solicited the disgraceful honour of introducing theur 
arms into the licqjt of Spain. If we inquire into the cause of his 

teacher £ the Spaniards will repeat the popular stoiy of his daughter 
Cava ; of a virgin who was*sfcdugcd, or ravished, by hei sovoieign ; of 
a father who sacrificed his religion and country to the thirst of revenge. 
Th^ passions of jJrinres have often been licentious and destiucthe ;• 
but this welhknown talc, romantic in itself, is indifferently suppoitsul 
by external evidence j and thd history of Spain will suggest some mo- 
tives of interest and policy more congenial to the breast of a veteran 
statesmans, After the decease or deposition of Witfea, his two sons 
weTe supplanted by the ainbitidn of Rodcric, a noble Goth, whose 
father, the duke or governor of ti province, nad fallen a victim to the 
preceding-tyranny. The monarchy was still elective; but the sons of 
‘SfVitiza, educated o» the steps of the throne, wo?e impatient of a pri- 
vate station. Their resentment was the more dangerous, as it was 
varnished with the dissimulation of courts : their followers wcie ex- 
cited J>y the remembrance of favours and the pi onuse of a revolution ; 
and their uncle Oppas, aifchl^ishop of Toledo and Seville, was the first 
person in the church, .and the second in the state. It is pnflj^iblc that 
Julian was involved in tlnfdisgrace of the unsuccessful faction, that he 
had little to hope and much to fear from the new reign ; and that the 
imprudent king could not forget or forgive the injuries which Rodeuc 
and his family had sustained. The merit and influence of the count 
rendered him a usSful or formidable subject : his estates were ample* 
his followers bold and numerous, and it was too family shcflvn that, by 
his Andalusian and Mauritanian commands, he held in his hands the 
keys of J;he Spanish monarchy. Too feefile, however, to meet his 
sovereign *n arms, he sought the aid of foreign power ; and hi^rash 
Invitation of the Moors and Arabs produced the calamities of eight 
hundred years. * In his epistles, or iiva personal interview', £e revealed 
•the Wealth and nakedness of his country ; Jhe Weakness of an un- 
popular ^prince,* the degejeryey of an effeminate people. The Goths 
wt re ho longer the victorious Barbarians, who had humbled the pride 
of ftoinfc, despoiled the*quecfl of nations,; and penetrated from the 
pantw to the Atlantic ocean. Seclyded from the world by the Pyrc- 
iwean mountains, the -successors of Alarfc had slumbered in a long 
k peace i the wallj'of the cities were mouldered into dust ; the youth 
had abandoned the exercise oi arms ; and the presumption of their 
ancient renown would expose them in a field of battle to the first as-? 
aaufciOf the invaders. The ambitious Saracen was fired by the ea$c 
m& importance of the attempt : but the execution was delayed till he 
ted consulted the commander oY the faithful ;*and his messenger re* 
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turned with the permission of Walid to annex the unknown kingdoms 
of the West to the religion and throne of the caliphs. In his residence 
of Tangier, Musa, with sccresy and caution, continued his corres-* 
pondeiicc and hastened his preparations. But the remorse of the 
conspirators was soothed *by the fallacious assurance giat he should 
content himself with the glory and spoil, without Aspiring to establish 
the Moslems beyond the sea that separates Africa" from Europe. 

Before Musa Would trust an army bf the faithful to the traitors and 
t infidels of a foicign Lend, he made a less dangciods trial of their 
' strength and vci duty. One hundied Arabs, and four bundled ’Afu- 
cans, passed over (a.d. 7 10. July), in four vessels, from Tangier or Ceuta ; 
the place of their des *ent on the opposite shore of the strait, is marked 
by the name of Tarif their chief ; and the date of this iprmorable 
event is fixed to the month of Ramadan, pf the ninety ‘first year of* the 
Hegira, to the month of July, 748, years from the Spanish oera of 
Cmsar, 710 after the birth of Christ. From their first station, they 
marched t8 miles through an hilly country to the, castle and town *€ 
Julian ; on which (it is still railed Al^ezire) they bestowed the name 
of the Cieen Island, from a verdant cape thajt advances into the sea. 
Their hospitable entertainment, the Christians who joined^ their 
standard, their imoad-into a fertile and unpa arded province, 4 he rich- 
ness of their spoil, and tfie safely of the f ir return, announced to their 
brethretf the most favourable Omens of victaiy* In the ensuing spiing 
(A.D. 71 1. Apnl), 5000 veterans and volunteers were embarked under 
the command of Tarik, a dauntless and skilful soldier, who surpassed 
the expectation of his chief ; and the necessary transports wqie pro- 
vided by the industry of their too faithful ally. The Saracens landed at 
the pillar <y point of Europe j the corrupt and fiwmhar appellation of 
Gibraltar (Gebel a I Tarik) describes ikj mountain of Tank ; and the 
intrenchments of his camp wem the first outline of those fortifications, 
whioh, in "the hands of our countrymen, ha\e resisted the art and power 
of the house of Bourbon, The adjacent governors informed the court 
of Toledo of the descent and progress of the Amb&; and the defeat of 
his lieutej&nt Edeqo, who bad Ijcen commanded to seize and bind the'* 
pre$umjUuous«stranger$ > ‘ admonished Rodeijc of*the magnitude df the 
danger. At die rojal summons, the dukeS uid # courts, the bishops 
and nobles of the Gothic monarchy, t sscn^lcd at the head of their 
followers j and the title of king of the Romany which is employed by 
an Arabic historian, may be cxcus^by the close affinity Of language, 
idigion, and manners, between the nations of Spaih. 1 Ills army con- 
sisted of 90,000 or 100,000 men ; a formidable power, if fidelity 
* and discipline had been adequate to their numbers* Thp of 
Tank had been augmented to t 2,000 Saracens; but the Christian 
malcontents wore attracted by the influence of Julian, arid a crowd 
of Africans most greedily tasted the temporal blessings of the Koran. 
In the neighbourhood of Cadi*, the town of Xeres has been xJJusU^d 
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* by the encounter (July 19—26; which determine^ the fate of the king- 
clom ; the stream of the Guadaletc, which falls into the hay, divided 
‘the two camps, jyid marked the advancing and retreating sknmishcs 
of three successive and bloody days. On the fourth day, the two 
armies joined a more serious and decisive issue; but Alaric would 
have blujhed*at thg sight of his unworthy successor, sustaining on Jus 

9 a diadem of pgarls, encumbered with a flowing lobe of gold and 

" silken embroidery, and reckrflngjm a litter, or car o£ ivory, drawn by 
two white mules. Notwithstanding the valour of the Saiamis, they 
failed under thl weight of multitudes, and the plain of Xeres wa* 
overspread with 16, Coo of their dead bodies. “My brethren,” stiid 
Tank to his surviving compa&ions, “ the enemy is before you, the sea 
is behind; Whither would ye fly? Follow your general: 1 am re- 
Solved Jhhcr to lose my life, or to trample* on the prostrate king of 
the Romans/ Besides* the resource of despair, he confided in the 
secret correspondence and nocturnal interviews of count Julian, with 
^the sons and the brother of Witiza. The two princes and the arch- 
^bishop of Toledo cfccupied the most important post : their well-timed 
defection broke the ranks of* the Christians ; qpch warrior was 
prompted by fear or suspicion to consult his personal safety ;* and the 
remains of the Gothic army were scattered or destroyed in the flight 
and purSuft of the three Allowing days. Amidst the general disorder, 
RoderiC started from his car, arftl mounted Orelia, the f^ctest 0 f 
his horses ; but lje esca*ped from a soldier’s death to perish moie 
ignobly in the waters of the Boetis or Guadalquivir. His diadem, Jiis 
robes, and his courser, were found on the bank ; but as the body of 
the Gothic prince was lost in the waves, the pride and ignorance of 
the caliph must have been gratified with some meaner head, which 
was exposed in triumph before the palace of Damascus. * And such,” 
continues a valiant historian of the Arabs, “js the fate of those kings 
who withdraw themselves from a field of battle/ * # 

Count Julian had plunged so deep fhto guilt and infamy, that his 
only hope was in the ruin of his country. After the battle of Xeres he 
^recommended ihe^nost effectual measures to the victorioi^ Saracen, 

* w The king of the Goths is slain ; the* princes are*fled peforc you, the 
Army is routed, thtf nation is astonished. Secure with sufficient 
detachments the cities of Bcctica ; but in person, and without delay, 
march to t he royal city of Toledo, and Sallow not the distracted 
Christians either time or tranquility for the election of a new 
monarch. Tarjk (a,U Jit) listened to Sis advice. .A Roman cap* 
tlve and proselyte, who had been enfranchised by the caljph him- 

assaulted Cordova with 700 horse : he swam the river, surprised^ 
the town, and drove the Christians into the great church, where they 
defended ^themselves above three months. Another dctaclmient it* 
duced the sea-coast of Bcetica, which in the last period of the Moorish 
poWtr has comprised in a narrow space th<? populous kingdom of 
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Gicnada. The maich of Taiih from the Boctis to the Tagus, was 
directed through thc*Sicna Moicua, that separates Andalusia and 
Castillo, till he appeared in argis under the walls of Toledo.' The 
most zealous of the Catholics had escaped with tF/c relics of their 
saints ; and if the gates wcie shut, it was only till the victor had sub- 
scribed a fair and reasonable capitulation. The voluntary exiles were 
alfowcd to depart with their effects ; seven churches were appropriated 
to the Christian worship ; the archbishop, and his lift gy wore at libcffy 
to exercise their functions, the mohks to practise or neglect their 
•penance ; and the Goths and Romans were left in ali civil and criminal 
(.ires to the suboidinalc jurisdiction of their own laws and magistrates. 
But if the justice of Tarik protected thc< Christians, liis gratitude and 
policy rewarded the Jews, to whose secret or open aid he was indabted 
for his most important acquisitions. Persecuted by the lgj?gs and 
synods of Spain, who liad often pressed the alternative of banishment 
or baptism, that outcast nation emjsrac.od the moment of revenge : the 
comparison of their past and present state was the pledge of their 
fu’Jity; and the alfeancc" between the disciple^, of Moses and o* 
Mahomet, was maintained till the final mra of their common expulsion. 
From the royal sdnt of Toledo, the Arabian leader spicadhis conquests 
to the north, over the modern realms of Caslille and Leon ; but it is 
needlesf to enumetate the cities that yieldct|/>n his approach » r>r 'again 
to disci i foe the table of emerald,, transported from the East by the 
Romans' acquired by the Goths among the spoil's of Rome, and pre- 
sented by the Arabs-lo the throne of Damascus, Beyond the Asturian 
mountains, the maiitime town of Gijon was the leim of the lieutenant 
of Musa, who had performed, with the speed of a traveller, his vic- 
torious march, of 700 miles, from the rock of Gibraltar to the bay of 
Ibsiay. The failuie of land compelled him to retreat; and he was 
u called to Toledo, to excuse his presumption of subduing a kingdom 
in tlio absence of his general. Spain, which, in a more savage ^nd 
cli&ortlorly state, had resisted* two bundled years, the ‘arms of the 
Romans, was otcmin in a few months by those of the Saracens 5 and 
such was the eagerness of submission and treaty, that the governor 6f 
Cordova ^recorded as the hnly chief who fell, without conditio##, a* 
prisoner into their hands. The cause of the G°ths had teen tore* 
voc ably judged in the field of Xercs ; and* in the nutioi&l dismay, each 
part of the monarchy declined a contcs* with, the antagonist who had 
\ mquished the united strength of the whole. That strength ted te^rt 
v a >ted by two successive siasons jpf famine and pestilence i and the 
governors, who were impatient to sun coder, might* exaggerate the 
difficulty of collecting the provisions of a siege* ' To disarm the 
Xluistians, supcistition likewise contributed her terrors 1 and the subtle 
ijub encouraged the report of dreams, omens, and prophecies, and OC 
tilt portraits of the destined conquerors of Spain, that were discovered 
on the breaking open ah apartment of* the foyal palace, Yet a 
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* of the vital flame was still alive : some invincibly fugitives preferred a 
life of poverty and freedom in the Asturian valleys ; the haidy moun- 
taineers repulscd^the slaves of the cal?ph ; and the swoid of Pcbgius 
4 has been transfofmed into the sceptre of the catholic kings. 

On the intelligence of this rapid success, the applause of Musa 
degenet ated into ^nvy ; and he began, not to complain, but to fvai 
Tank would leave him nothing to subdue. At the head of 10,000 
* Arabs and 8000 Africans, h£ (aJd. 712, 713) passed over in person 
from Mauritania to Spain : the first of his companions were the noblest 
of tjje Koieibh : lus eldest son was left in the command of Africa ; the' 
three younger brethren were of am age and spirit to second the bold- 
est enterprise of their father? At his landing in Algezirc, he was 
respectfully entertained by count Julian, who stifled his inward re- 
morse, Ht*d testified, both in words and actions, that tfic victory of the 
ArSbs Ttiadi not imparted his ‘attachment to their cause. Some 
enemies yet remained for the s&ord* of Musa. The taidy repentance 
^of the Goths had compared their own numbers <and those of the in- 
vaders ; the cities Atom which the march of Tank had declined, con- 
sidered themselves as impregnable ; and the bravest patriots defended 
the fortifications of Seville and Merida, They were successively be- 
sieged and reduced by the labour of Musa, who transported his camp 
from thC*Btetis to the An«h,-bom the Guadalquivir to the Jhfe (liana. 
When he beheld the* works of Rdlnan magnificence, the b*dgc, the 1 
aqueducts, the triumphal arches, and the theatre, of the ancient metro- 
polis of Lusitania, “ I should imagine,” said he to his four companions, 
u that the human race must have united their art and power in the 
foundation of this # city j happy is the man who shall become its* 
master!” He aspired to that happiness, but the Ementans sus- 
tained on this occasion the honour of their descent from the veteran 
legionaries of Augustus. Disdaining the confinement of their walls, 
they gave battle to the Arabs on the plain ; but an ambuscade l^ing 
from the Shelter of a quarry, or a ruin, effastised their indiscretion and 
intercepted their retlim. The wooden turrets of assault were rolled 
forwards to the *fo^t of the rampart*, but the defence of Merida was 
obstinate and long ; and the castle the martyh wa$ a perpetual 
testimony of the Josses of. the Moslems. The constancy of the be- 
sieged tras at ldhgth •subdued by famine and despair ; and the prudent 
victor disguised his impatience under the names of clemency and 
esteem* The alternative of exile or tribute^was allowed ; the churches 
were divided betjvgen the two religions ; and the wealth of those who 
had fallen In the .siege, or retired to Gallicij, was confiscated as the 
reward of the faithful In the midway between Merida and Toledo,* 
the lieutenant of Musa saluted the vicegerent of the caliph, and con- 
ducted hi® to the palace of the Gothic kings. The first interview 
Wjfcs cold and formal : a rigid account was exacted of the treasures of 
Spain : the character of Tank was exposed to sflspicibn and obloquy ; 
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and the lwiro was imprisoned, i eviled, and ignouiiniously scourged l>y 
the hand, or the command, of Musa. Yet so strict was the discipline! 
so pure the zeal, or so tame the spirit, of the primitive Moslems, that, • 
|tfter this public indignity^ Tank could serve and be trusted in the re- 
duction of the Tarragonese province* A mosque was erected at Sara- 
gossa, by the liberality of the Kor^ish : the port of Barcelona wag 
opened to the vessels of Syria ; and the Gqths weft) pursued beyond the f 
Pyrenean mountains into their Gallic* province of Seplimania or Lan- 
• guedoc. In the church of St Mary at Carcassonne?, Musa found, but 
it is improbable that he left, seven equestrian statues of massy sifter ; 
and from his term or column of Narfeonne, he returned on his foot- 
steps to the Gallician and Lusitanian shores of the ocean. During 
the absence of<the father, his son Abdelariz chastised the iauirgcnts 
of Seville, and reduced, from Malaga* to Valestia, the sea-coa^l o? fi ihe 
Mediterranean ; his original treaty* with the discreet and valiant 
Theodemir will represent the manners and policy of the times* u The 
conditions qf peace bgreed and sworn between j£bdelasis!) the son if*' 
Musa, the son of Nassir, and Theodemir, prince of the Goths \ tn 
the name of the fhost merciful God, Abdekziz makes peace on these 
conditions ; that Theodemir shall not be disturbed in his principality ; 
nor any injury be offered to the life or prqnurty, the wives aad*chSldrcn, 
i the rejisribn and tempos, of the, Christians ; that Theodemir shall 
freely deliver his seven cities, Orihucla, «Valentola, Alicant, Mola, 
Vacasora, Bigcrra (now Bejar), Ora (or Opta), dnd Lorca : that he 
shall not assist or entertain the enemies of the caliph, but shall faith* 
fully communicate his knowledge of their hostile designs ; that hlm- 
•self, and each of the Gothic nobles, shall annually pay one piece of 
gold, four Pleasures of wheat, as many of barley, with a certain pro- 
portion of honey, oil, and vinegar ; and that each of their vassals 
shall be, taxed at onc*moiety of the said Imposition* Given the 
fourth of Rogcb, in the year of the Hegira ninety-four,* and stab* 
scribed with the names of four Mussulman witnesses.” Theodemir 
and We subjects were treated with uncommon lenity ? but the rate of 
tribute appears to kavejluctuatfd from a tenth to & fifth, according to 
the submission or obstinacy of the Christian* In jtbis revolution, 
many partial calamities were inflicted by th*e •carpal or religious pas* 
slots of the enthusiasts*: spme churches \^re profaned by the hew 
worship : some relics or images yere confounded with idols i the rebels 
were put to the sword ; and one Uv*n (an obscure place between 'Cor* 
dova and Seville) was razed to its foundations. Yefif We compute the 
invariofi of Spain by the Goths, or its recovery by the Him pf Castile 
4 and Arragon, we must applaud tlie moderation and discipline of the 
Arabian conquerors. 

The exploits of Musa were performed in the evening of fife, though 
he affected to disguise W$ age by colouring with a red powder the 
Whiteness of bis beard. But in the love of action and glory#* h** 



THE RISE AUD FAIL OF TfIFSAR ICt'N EMPIRE. TO*/ 

breast was still fired with the ardour of youth ; altd the possession of 
Spain was considered only as the first step to the monarchy of Europe* 
.With a powerful armament By sea and land, he was preparing to repass 
the Pyrenees, to extinguish in Gaul and Italy the declining kingdoms 
of the Franks and Lombards, and to preach* the unity of God on the 
altar of th$ Vatican.* From thence subduing the Barbarians of Gcr- 
« Tftttuy, he proposed to follow ttye cqursc of the Danube from its soutco 
to the Euxine sea, to overthrew the Greek or Roman 0 empire of Con- 
stantinople, and returning from Europe to Asia, to unite his new a c , 
quisieions with Antioch and the provinces of Syria. But his va*t 
entu prise, perhaps of easy execution, must have seemed extravagant 
to vulgar minds ; and the visionary conqueror was soon reminded of 
his dependence and servitude. The friends of Tarikhad effectually 
stated his services and wrpngs : at the court of Damascus, the proceed- 
ings of Musa were blamed, his, intentions Vcre suspected, and his 
delay in complying with the first invitation was chastised by an 
v 4 j^rsher and more peremptory summons. -An intrepid messenger of 
the caliph (A.t>. 714) entered his camp at Lugo in GalUcia, and m the 
presence of the Saracens and Christians arrested ttie bridle of his 
liorse. His own loyalty, or that of his troops, inculcated the duty 
of obetliqpqp: and his dis g r a ce was alleviated by the recall 9 of his 
rival, and the permission oFlhvestijjg with hi| two governments his 
two sons, Abdallah and Abdelam. His long triumph froi# Ceuta 
to Damascus displayed the spoils of Afric and the treasures of Spain ; 
400 Golhic nobles, with gold coronets and girdles, were distinguished 
in his train : and the number of male and female captives, selected for 
their birth or beauty, was computed at 18,000, or even at 30,000 per-* 
cons. As soon as he reached Tiberias in Palestine, he w*> apprised 
of the sickness and danger of the caliph, by a private message from 
Soliman, his brother and presumptive heir ; Who wished to reserve for 
his own roign, the spectacle of victory* Had Walid recovered^ the 
delay of Musa would have been criminal : he pursued his march, and 
found an enemy <oi\ the throne. In his trial before a partial judge, 
against a popular antagonist, he was* w convictcd o& vanity 5 nd false- 
hood } and a fine 300,000 pieces of gold either Exhausted his 
poverty or preyed his crafjpa?iousnes$, The unworthy treatment of 
Tarik was revenged* by a similar indignity j and the veteran com- 
mander, after a public whipping, stood a whole day in the sup before 
the palate gate, till he .obtained a, Recent exile, under the pious name 
‘ of a pilgrimage ta Mecca. The resentment of the caliph might have 
been satiated with the ruin of Musa ; but his fears demanded 1 the ex- 
tirpation of a potent and injured family. A sentence of death was in- * 
timated with secrecy and speed to the trusty servants of the throng 
Both la Africa and Spain : ahd the forms r if not the substance, of 
justice were Superseded in Jhis bloody execute In the mosque or 
of Cordova, Abdelaziz was slain by the swords of the conspira- 
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tors ; they accused {heir governor of claiming the honours of royalty ; 
and bis scandalous marriage with Egilona, the widow of Roderic, 
offended the prejudices both 6t the Christians an$ Moslems. By a 
refinement of cruelty, the head of the son was presented to the father 
> with an insulting question, whether he acknowledged the features of 
the rebel? H 1 know his features,” he exclaimed wfoh indignation: 
u I assert his innocence ; and I imprecate th^ same, a juster, Jose, # 
against the authors of his death. 1 ! The age and despair of Musa 
raised him above the power of kings ; and he expired at Mecca of the 
k anguish of a broken heart. His rival was more favourably treated: 
his sfctvices were forgiven ; and Tarik was permitted to mingle with 
the crowd of slaves. I am ignorant whether count Julian was rewarded 
with the death which he deserved indeed, though not from the hands 
of the Saracehs ; but the tale of their ingratitude to tft^ sons of 
Witiza is disproved by tiie most unquestionable evidence. The two 
royal youths were reinstated in the private patrimony of their father ; 
but on the decease 4 of E^a the elder, his daughter was unjustly dg^ 
spoiled of her portion by the violence of her ‘uncle Sigcbut "Inc 
Gothic maid pleaded her cause befoi e the caliph Hasheim, and ob- 
tained the restitution of h£r inheritance ; but she was given in mar- 
riage to a noble Arabian, and their two sons, Isaac and Ibrahim, wore 
received in Spain with the considerationi M at was due to* tlicir origin 
and riefces. * • ‘ 9 * 

A province is assimilated to the victorious stalp by the introduction 
of strangers and the imitative spirit of the natives ; and Spain, which 
had been successively tinctured with Punic, and Roman, and Gothic 
% blood, imbibed, in a few generations, the name^and manners of the 
* Arabs. The first conquerors, and the twenty successful lieutenant;* of 
the caliph^, were attended by a numerous train of civil and military 
followers, who preferred a distant fortune to a narrow home : the 

^ and public interest was promoted by the establishment of 
colonies j and the cities of Spain were proud to commemorate 
the tribe or country of their Eastern progenitors^ The victorious 
though wtley bands of Tarik'and Musa assert, by the name qf 
Spaniard*, their dViginol claim of conquest ; yet they allowed their 
brethren of Egypt to share their establishments *of Murcia and Lisbon. 
The royal legion of Damascus was planted at Conlova* that of Etne$a 
at Seville j that of Kinmsrin or Chalcis at # Jacn ; that of Palestine at 
Algerite and Medina Sidogia. Che natives of Yemen and Persia were 
scattered round Toledo and the lifland country j jyid the fertile seats 
of Grenada were bestowed on 10,000 horsemen of Syria and Irak, the 
% children of the purest and most noble of the Arabian tribes. A Spirit 
of emulation, sometimes beneficial, mere frequently dangerous, was 
flourished by these hereditary factions. Ten years after the conquest, 
a map of the province was presented to the caliph : the seas, the rivers, 
ml the harbours, the Inhabitants and citibs, the climate, the 9o|^£ 



THE F/SE AND PALI OF THE FARACFN EMPIRE. I09 

Mic mineral productions of the earth. In the space of two centuries, 
the gifts of nature were improved by the agriculture, the manufactures, 
rtnd the commerce of an industrious people ; and the etfects of their 
'diligence have bcSn magnified by the idleness of their fancy. The lust 
of the Ommiades who reigned in Spain solicited the support of the 
Christians ^ awd, in his edict of peace and protection, he contents him- 
with a modest imposition of 10,000 ounces of gold, 10,000 pounds 
of silver, 10,000 horses, as many pules, 1000 cuirasses, with an equal 
number of helmets and lances. The most powerful of his successois 
Jeri^cd from the same kingdom the annual tribute of 12,045,000 dinais 
or pieces of goM, about £ 6 ,ooo>ooo ; a sum which, in the tenth 
century, most probably surpassed the united revenues of the Christian 
monarchs. His royal seat of Cordova contained 600 mosques, 900 
baths, ailij 200,000 houses : he gave laws to Ho cities of the first, to 
300° of tfie second and third order* ; and th$ fertile banks of the Gua- 
dalquivir were adorned with 12, too villages and hamlets. The Arabs 
might exaggerate the truth, but they created and they describe the 
TJlost piosperous saxu of the riches, the cultivation, and the populous- 
ness of Spain. . , 

The wars of the Moslems were sanctified by the prophet ; but, 
among the various precepts and examples of his life, the caliphs 
selected flhtf lessons of tok*w*ipn that might tend to disarm tho resist- 
ance of the unbelievers. Arabia wra> the temple and patrim%y of the 
God of Mahomet; J>ut he ‘beheld with less jealousy and affection ihe 
nations of the earth. The polytheists and idolateis who were ignorant 
of his name, might be lawfully extirpated b> his votaries ; bqt a wise 
policy supplied the obligation of justice : and after some acts of intoler- 
ant zeal, tho Mahometan conquerors of Hindustan have spared the 
pagodas of that* devout and populous country. The disciples of 
Abraham, of Moses, and of Jesus, were solemnly invited to accept the 
vcmt forfeit revelation of Mahomet ; but if they preferred tho payment 
of a moderate tribute, they were entitle# to the freedom of conscience 
and religious worship. In a field of battle, the forfeit lives of the 
prisoners were red^med by the profession of Islam y the feipalcs were 
bound tp embrace tlie religion of then* master*, anfl a ijice of sincere 
proselytes was*gradually jmjtiplied by the' education of the infant 
captives* But 4 the •milfions of African and Asiatic converts, who 
swelled the native band of the Taithful Arab^ must have been allured, 
rather than constrained, to declare their belief in one God and the 
apostle of GocL JBy the repetitiai# pf a lenience and the loss of a 
foreskin, the subject or the # slave, the captive or the criminal, arose in 
$ t momeht the free and equal companion of the victorious Moslems, * 
Ev#fy sin was expiated, every engagement was dissolved : the vow of 
delib^cy wga superseded ; the active spirits who slept in the cloistor 
Wqre awakened by the trumpet of the Saracens ; and in the convulsion 
of the world, every member of a new society ascended to the natural 
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level of his capacity and courage. The minds of the multitude were 
tempted by the invisfole as well as temporal blessings of the Arabian 
prophet ; and charity will hope ihat many of Isis proselytes entertained 
a serious conviction of the truth and sanctity of his s cvelatiou. In tfr*' 
eyes of an inquisitive polytheist, it must appear worthy of the human 
and the divine nature* More pure than the system of Zoroaster, moie 
liberal than the law of Moses, the religion of Mahomet nfrght scgjjt 
less inconsistent with reason, than the <vc#d of Superstition, which, in 
the seventh Century, disgraced the simplicity of the gdspeh 
* In the extensive provinces of Persia and Africa, the national religion 
has been eradicated by the Mahometan faith* The ambiguous the- 
ology of the Magi stood alone among the sects of the East : but the pio- 
fane writings of Zoroaster might, under the reverend name of Abra- 
■'ham, be dexterously connected with the chain of divine Relation, 
Their evil principle, the daemon Ahrhnan, might be represented as* the 
rival or as the creature of the God of light* The temples of Persia 
were devoid of images ; but the worship of the sun and of fire might 
be stigmatized as a jgross* and criminal idolatry.* The milder seurt^ 
ment was consecrated by the practice pi Mali met and the prudence of 
the caliphs ; the Magians or Chcbers were ranked with the Jews and 
Christians among the people of the written law ; and as late as the third 
century of the Hegira, the city of Herat afford a lively? contrast of 
private agfol and public toleration. * Under the payment of an annual tri- 
bute, the Mahometan law secured to die Gftcbers of Herat their civil 
and religious liberties : but the recent and humble mosque was over- 
shadowed by the antique splendour of the adjoining temple of fire. A 
fanatic Imaum deplored, in hi$ sermons, the scandalous neighbour* 
v hood, and accused the weakness or indifference oV the faithful. Ex- 
cited by his voice, the people assembled in tumult ; the two houses of 
prayer were consumed fry the flames, but the vacant ground was im- 
mediately* occupied by the foundations of a new mosque. The injured 
Magi appealed to the sovereign of Chorasan ; he promised justice and 
relief; when, behold I four thousand citizens of Herat, of a graVe 
character jhd a mature age, unanimously swore that the idolatrous fane 
had tmvr existed ;*thb inquisition was silenced, and their conscience 
was satisfied (says the historian Mir$iqnd)*with # thte holy and 
meritorious petjury. But the greatest part bf the temple!# of Persia 
were ruined by the insensible and gerferal desertion of their votaries. 
It was insensibly since it is not accompanied with any memorial of 
time or place, of persecution or resistance* It was atote the 

whole realm, from Shiraz to Samarcantl, imbibe3 t the faith of the 
^ Koran ; and the preservation of the native tongue reveals the descent of 
the Mahometans of Persia. In the mountains and deserts, an obstin- 
ate race of unbelievers adhered to the superstition of thjjr fathers ; 
and a faint tradition of the Magian Rheology is kept alive ifc the pro- 
vince of Kirman, along the banks of the dndus, among the exiles of 
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Surat, and in the colony, which, in the last century, was planted by 
Shaw Abbas at the gates of Ispahan, The chief pontiff has retired to 
mount tlbourz, eighteen leagues from |Jie city of Yezd : the perpetual 
fire (if it continue fo burn) is inaccessible to the profane ; but his resi- 
dence is the school, the oracle, and tlic pilgrimage, of the Chcbcis, 
whose hard am}, uniform features attest the unmingled purity of their 6 
blfjod, UAdor the jurisdiction of their elder, 80,000 families main’ 

• tainan innocent and ihdustriqus life ; their subsistence is derived from 

some curious manufactures and mechanic trades ; and’ they cultivate 
the eaitli with the fervour of a religious duty, Their ignorance with- , 
stoocAhe despotism of Shaw Abbas, who demanded with threats and 
tortures the prophetic books of Zoroaster ; and this obscure remnant 
of the Magians is spared by the moderation or contempt of their present 
sovereign . * ■# 

The northern coast of Africa is • the only land in which the light of 
the Gospel, after a long and perfe«t establishment, has been totally ex- 
tinguished, # The arts,, which had been taught by Carthage and Rome, 

*Wre involved in a clgud of ignorance ; the tloctrftie of Cyprian and 
Augustin was no longer studiec^ Five hundred episcopal churches 
were overturned by the hostile fury of the Donatists, the Vandals, and 
the Mgors. The zeal and numbers of the clergy declined ; and the 
people, without discipline, jjy^cnowledge, or hope, submissively sunk 
under the yoke of the ^.tabiaiTprophet Withjp fifty years, (A.D. 749) 
after the expulsion of the Greeks, a lieutenant of Africa infoi rBed the 
caliph that the tribute of the infidels was abolished by their conver- 
sion ; and, though he sought to disguise his fraud and rebellion, ids 
specious pretence was drawn from the rapid and extensive progress of 
the Mahometan faith. In the next age (A.t>. 837), an extraordinary* * 
mission of five bishops was detached from Alexandria tr Cairoan. 
They were ordained by the Jactobile patriarch to cherish and revive 
the dying embeis of Christianity : but the iifterposition of a foreign 
prelate, a Stranger to the Latins, an enemy to the Catholics, sup- 
pose* the decay and dissolution of the African hierarchy. It was no 
longer the time when the successor />f St. Cyprian, at the head of a 
Numerous synod, codld maintain an Cqi$al contest w*ih the ambition of 

* the Homan pontiff* 1 * the # eleventh century (A.r>, 1053— - 1 076), the un- 
fortunate prfeatiwho.waf seated on the ruins of Carthage, implored 
the arm* and the protect^ of the Vatican ; $nd he bitterly complains 
that Ws naked body had been scourge^ by the Saracens, and that hi* 
authority wag disputed by the four suffragan*, the tottering pillars of hi* 

‘ throne. Two cpisftcs of Cfegory the seventh are destined to soothe 
the distress of die Catholics and the pride of a Moorish princA The 
pop* Assures the sultan that }hey both worship the same God, and * 
nfy hope to meet in the bosom of Abraham ; but the complaint, thafc 
thm bishops could no longer be found to consecrate a brother, 
announce* the speedy and inevitable ruin of the episcopal order* The 
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Christians of Africa t and Spain had long since (A.D. 1149, &c,) sub- 
mitted to the practice, of circumcision and the legal abstinence from 
wine and pork ; and the name^of Mozarabes (adoptive Arabs) was ap- 
plied to their civil or religious conformity. About k> the middle of the 
L twelfth century the worship of Christ and the succession of pastors 
were abolished along the coast of ISarbai y, and in the l^ngdoms of 
Cordova and Seville, of Valencia and Grenada. The throne okh«: 
Almohades, or Unitarians, was founded on the blindest fanaticism, 
and their extraordinary rigour might be provoked or justified by the 
recent victories and intolerant zeal of the princes o{ Sicily and Ca*tille, 
of Arragon and Portugal. The faith of the Mozarabes was occasion- 
ally revived by the Papal missionaries ; and, on the landing (A.n. 1535) 
of Charles the fifth, some families of Latin Christians were encouraged 
to rear their heads at Tunis and Algiers. But the seed of ,thc gospel 
was quickly eradicated, ^nd the long province from Tripoli to the 
Atlantic has lost all memory of the language and religion of Home. 

After the revolution of eleven centuries, the Jews and Christians ^of 
the Turkish empire enjoy the liberty of conscience which was granted 
by the Arabian caliphs. During the first age of the conquest, they 
suspected the loyalty of the Catholics, whose name of Meldhitcs be* 
tmyed their secrc^ attachment to the Greek emperor while the Nes- 
tenant and Jacobites, his inveterate ^ca^nics, approved fiiem selves 
the sincere and voluntary friends of the Mahometan government. 
Yet this partial jealousy was healed by time aqd submission j the 
churches of Egypt wert> shared by the Catholics ; and all the Oriental 
sects were included in the common benefits of toleration. The rank, 
the immunities, the domestic jurisdiction, of , the patriarchs, the 
* bishops, and the clergy, were protected by the civil magistrate t the 
learning of individuals recommended jhem to the employments of se- 
cretaries and physicians ; they were enriched by the lucrative collection 
of the revenue ; and their merit was sometimes raised to thfi command 
of i kies and provinces. A chliph of the house of Abbas was heard to 
declare that the Christians were most worthy of trust jn the administra- 
tion of Persia. M The Moslems,” said he, M wili # %buse their prese^f 
fortune ; thc^Magfans regret Uteir fallen greatness j and the Je#8 are 
impatient for their approaching deliverance”, But 1 the daws of des* 
petism are exposed to the alternatives of favour aw? disgrace* The 
captive churches of tho East have' fcfeen afflicted in every age by the 
avarice or bigotry of their tylm ; and the ordinary and legal restraints 
must be offensive to the pride or iho zeal of ttye Ch&sriatts. About two 
hunted years after Mahomet, they were separated from thefr follow* 
v *sub$ec& by a turban or girdle of a less honourable colour ; instead of 
horses or mules, they were condemned to ride on asses, in the attitude 
(Of women. Their public and private buildings were measured toy a 
diminutive standard ; in the streets or the baths it is their duty to give 
way or bow down before the meanest ofnhe people ; and theirjgiti* 



THJt' MSR AND NALL f>A rttr.^ARACEN J MPIRT. * * 1 


'mony is rejected, if it may tend to the prejudge of a tiue believer* 
The pomp of processions, the sound of bells or of psalmody, is inter- 
dieted to their 'worship : a ^decent reference for the national laith is 
4 imposed on their^ermons and conversations j and the sacrilegious at- 
tempt to enter a mosque or to seduce a Mussulman, will not be suP 
fered to escape witfympunity. In a time however of tranquillity and 
•jrstice the Christian^ ¥ have never been compelled to, renounce the 
Gospel or to embrace* the Kerin ;Jbut the punishment of, death is in- 
flicted upon the apostates who have professed and deserted the law- of 
Mahomet The martyrs of Cordova provoked the sentence of the ’ 
cadi, by the public confession of their inconstancy, or their passionate 
invectives against the person and religion of the prophet 
At cjftd (A. 3 X 718) Of the first century of the Hegira, the caliphs 
were th^most potent and absolute monarchs of the globe. Their pre- 
rogative w&& nut circumscribed, either in right or in fact, by the power 
of the nobigs, the freedom of* the* commons, the privileges of the 
* church, the votes of a senate, or the mempry qf a free constitution, 
the authority of the companions of Mahomet expired with their 
live? i and the chiefs or emirs of* the Arabian tribes left behind, in the 
desert* the spirit of equality and independence. The regal and sacer- 
dotal characters were united in the successors of Mahomet ; and if the 


Koran whs*the rule of thew^ctions, they were the suprenje fudges 
and interpreters of that divine bodk. They deigned by the^right of 
conquest over the nations of the East, to whom the name of liberty 
was unknown, and who were accustomed to applaud in their tyrants 
the acts of violence and severity that were exercised at their own ex* - 
pence, tinder the last of the QmmiadeS, the Arabian empire ex- , 
tended two hundred days* journey from east to west, from the confines 
of Ttyrtary and India to the shoyes of thd Atlantic ocean. And if we 
tMMWk the sleeve of the robe, as it is styled by their writers, the long 
mi nanwv* province of Africa, the solid and Compact domirfion from 
fatpna to Adeh, from Tarsus to Surat, Vill spread on every side to 

S measure of four or five months of the march of a caravan. We 
ydi vainly Seek ffce indissoluble unfen and easy obedfencenhat per- 
ed the government of Augustus anti the Antonme$>but the pro* 
g mi #f the htahomftaj religion diffused over this ample space a 
gene *4 l^mbmnce*o!r manners and opinions. The language ahd 
Jsiws of the Koran were %tudicd with equal* devotion at Samarcand 
and ftjpUh ; the Moor and the India# embraced as countrymen and 
toother* h ft* pyggimige o£ Mecca* and the Arabian language wai 
adopted to'm popular idiom in all the provinces to the westward Of 


! Wfcihtfce Afabs first issued- from the desert, they must have bean 
dmkmi fit the ease and rapidity of tbefr own success. But wWf 
advanced in the career of victory to the banks of the Indus and 
* Hm bwmtit of the Pyrenees l when they had repeatedly tried Use edge 
***** I . * 
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of their scymetars and the energy of their faith, they might be equally 
astonished that any nation could resist their invincible arms, that any 
boundary should confine the dominion of the successor of the prophet 
The confidence of soldiers and fanatics may indeed be excused, since 
the calm histomn of the present hour, who strives to follow the rapid 
course of *the Saiacens, must study to explain by whht means the 
church and si ite were saved from this impend lg, and, as it shoes d 1 
seem, from this inevitable danger. *The deserts of Scythia and Sar- 
matia might be guarded by their extent, their climate, their poverty, 
and the comage of the northern shepherds ; China was remotcoind 
inaccessible ; but die greatest part of the temperate Soho Wag subject 
to the Mahometan conquerors, the Greeks were exhausted by the 
calamities of war and the loss of their fairest provinces, and tfi/* Bar* 
barions of Europe might justly tremble at the precipitate fall of, the 
Gothic monarchy. In tliis inquiry 1 shall unfold the Events that 
rescued wur ancestors of Britain, and our neighbours of Gaul, ftom 
the civil and religious yoke of the Koran i that protected the majesty 
of Home, and delayed the servitude of Constantinople ; that inVigo- 
rated the defence of the Christians, and scattered among their enemies 
the seeds of division and decay. 

Forty-Six years after the flight of Mahomet from Mecca, his disciples 
appeared (a.j>. 668~*-Gj i $) In arms undernne walls of Constantinople. 
1 hey wfae animated by a genuine or fictitious Saying of the jptephet, 
that, to the first army which besieged the city of the Caesars, their sips 
were forgiven. No sooner had the caliph Moawiyah suppressed his 
rivals and established his throne, ‘ban he aspired to expiate the guilt 
of civil blood, by the success and gfary of hie holy expedition t his 
preparations by sea and land yware adequate fa the Importance of the 
object i his standard was entrusted to dfophian, a vputtan warrior, hot 
the troops were cncotnUaedhy the example and presence of Vcdd, the 
sotnand presumptive heir of tjfa commander of the faithful* Without 
defay «r opposition, the t»v*d forces of the Saracens passed through 
the unguarded channel of the Hellespont, which epsq now, under &» 
feeble and disorderly government of the Tutto, is mafataflicd ** «q, 
natural bulwark of the* capital Tho Arabian fleet east ’toshay, efad 
the tfaopf Wide dfaembfoked hear the'pria** of 
miles km* the sttjr. Doting many dtps, from the daw* of light fa 
the evening, th* loses# aissdwt was extended from the ghfagg.jiifo fa 
the eastern promontory, and the* foremost warriofa Vfafa wfaMl bp 
the weight and effort of die succeeding eohmfan •Mt.tlfobesfagiM 
had formed an insufficient estimate of the strength; ifaaK NtokwM d 
Constantinople, The solid and lofty walls went guarded tywIWfs 
and disdphne : the spirit of the Roman* was reWndM Wfl d&fc- 
fcer of their religion and empire s the fttgiwves front defattfatttd 
provinces more Successfully renewed the defence of Damaaeu* a Ml 
-AJfawndria j and the Siracens were dismayed by the strange andjwdr 

L 
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digioiis effects of artificial fire. Thu firm and effectual resistance di- 
vert ed (heir arms to the moic easy attempts of plundering tlie Itmo- 
pfcan and Asiatic coasts of the Propontis ; and, after keeping the sea 
from the month of Apnl to that of September, on the approach of 
winter they retreated So miles from the capital, to the isle of Cyncus, ' 
in which thpy ltad established their magurine of spoil and provisions, 

, Sc patient was their perseverance, pr so languid wore them operations, 
that they repeated in the Six following summers the Same attack and 
retreat, with a gradual abatement of hope and vigour, till the mis- 
chances of shipwreck and disease, of the swonl and of fire, compelled 
them to relinquish the fruitless enterprise. They might bewail the loss 
or commemorate the martyrdom of 30,000 Moslems, who fell in the 
siege ©(^Constantinople ; and the solemn funeral of Abu, Ayub, or Job, 
excited tfye curiosity of the Chrispans themselves. That venerable 
Arab, one of the last of the companions of Mahomet, was numbered 
among the Ansars, or auxiliaries, of Medina, who sheltered the head of 
.the dying pWjphet. In his youth he fought, at Seder and Ohud, under- 
the holy standard 1 in' his mature ago he was the friend and Mower 
of Ali ; and the last remnant of Ms strength and life was consumed in 
,a distant and dangerous war against the enemies of the Koran. His 
memory Was revered j but the plate of his burial was neglected and 
unknown, fluting a period years, till the conquest of Constan- 
tinople by Mahomet the' second A'seasonablS vision (for such are 
the manufacture of every religion) revealed the holy spot at the foot 
of she walls and the bottom of the harbour ; and the mosque of Ayub 
baa been deservedly chosen for the staple and martial inauguration of 
the Turkish sultans. , ] 

.The event of the siege revival, both in the East and West, the 
reputation of the Roman arms, and cant a momentary shade ovdr the 
gtatal M <ta Saracens. The Greek ambassador was (a.x>. <57?) fa- 
vourably received at Damascus, lira genial council of the emirs -of 
KOfelsb ; w peace, or truce, of thirty years was ratified between the 
two taptas i and the stipulation of an annual tribute, fifty hoises of a 
nobip breed, fifty slaves, and 3000 pieced of gold, degyded thelnajesty 
of pie cpmmander of the faithful. After the kcvolt of Arabia and 
Pcr«% 4 J«e tausejpf Om’miyah was reduced to the kingdoms of Syria 
and Egypt i-tat as soon as the enjpire was again united by the arms 
and pokey Abdataalck; lib disclaimed a badge of servitude not less 
injurious I* his wmsdience than to his pfide : foe discontinued the pay. 
meat Of jtoMbm .Tili’the ccign dr Abdalmalck, the Saracens had 
been Statad. with the tab possession of the Persian and Roman *trea- 
ttuwWtitatWht pf Chosroes and C*$ar. By the command of that 
ca%% A«^»nal mint was established, both for stiver and gold, add 
thflwitapon of the Dinar, though it might be censured by some 
timiimus casuists, proclaimed tho- unity of the^God of Mahomet 
Data tlm reign of the caliph Waled, the Greek language and chaiap- 

* s*. p . 
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in- nm- tv hided from llie accounts of the public revenue If this 
t hinge «.<s productive of the invention or familiar use of our present 
manuals, the Ai ibu, or India n'eyphers, as they are, commonly styled. 

A regulation of office has piomoted tlie most important discoveries of 
arithmetic, algcfeia, and die toathematiral scionres. 

Whilst the caliph Waled sat idle on the throne of Damascus, while hts 
lieutenants achieved the conquest of Transomaifp and Spain, a third 
urmy of haiaouis overspread (A.Q 716**718) the jaovmees of Asia ‘ 
Minor, and appioar hod the boidtas of the Byzantine capital. But the 
ittempt and disrate of the second siege was resnved for his brother 
Solunwr, whose ambition, appeals to have been quickened by a more 
ictive and mtittal sp.nt lut most formidable Of the Saracens, Mus- 
ic, mah, die brofeei of the Caliph, advanced at the head Of iao,ooo Aiabs 
and Pei Mans, the gicatu part mounted on hofsps or cam«W and die 
sUcecssfol sieves of Pyanc, Amonum, and l'crgamus, wferh of sufficient 
duration to cxctcisc then skill add to elevate their hopes. At the well- 
known passage of Abjdc-s, on the Hellespont, the Mahometan arms 
were transported, for the first time, from Asia to Europe, From thente, 
wheclmg round fee 1 hiaewn cutes ofnhc Propontis, Moslenuh invested 
Constantinople 09 the land side, surrounded his camp with a ditch and 
umpart, piepaied and planted hii engines of assault, and declared, by 
iyad£ arad actions, a patient resolution.* \ xpeenng the return of seed- 
time and haivLst, shohld the obAmacy of, the besieged prove equal to 
his own. The Creeks would gladly have ransomed then* religion pad 
empire, by a fine or assessment of a piece of gold Oh the head Of tpeh 
inhabitant of the ftty , but the liberal offer wps rejected with disdain, 
rod the presumption of Moaleitofe «m waited by.the speedy abroach 
and invnjcible force Of the navies Of %ypt Had Syria. They pre said 
to have amounted to r8oo ship* j the number betrays their feino redder- 
ible sire , and of the twenty rttodread laprewu* cewreto, whore feeg- 
nltude impeded then 1 progress, httfedre* manned with np metre toast 
too heavy-armed soldiery This hugs nrmad<tprooeedod oh h <W>wb 
sea and with a gentle g-de towards the mouth of 1% Bospfcswtis j? toe 
surface fef the stmit was overshadowed, in the litoguago of fed tore, 
with a movWffi forest,’ and fe& same fatal night had toMHf the 
Saracen chief for 4 general assault by seamaid fend. Tp fppre toe 
confident* offe# toww, the empuqj had thrown ga&t toaObdtojtoa* 
utwy ‘gu^fCW to** toitrttwse of toe haiboflt $ to# #1 C 
whether toeyfeotifd veto}, fee Ymporttaity or agpt^hd ' 

tohuiler* of destruction ware at 'hand,. The 

were launched against toetn, fee Arabs, their prewired 1 
involved m the same flames, top disordesly mattom i 
against each other or overwhelmed in fee waves 1 bhd f hi 
a vestige of fee fleet, feat had threatened to extirpate feefl 
A still mote total and irreparable loss was that of fee caliph SOUp!**, 
who feed of dn indigestion to hto camp' near Kinntorto or Qwm ( in 
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■Syria* as he was preparing to lead against Constuitinople tbo remain- 
ing forces of the East The brother of Moslcmah was <uc ueded by 
a* kinsman and an t encmy ; and the thiene of an active and al>W‘ pane k 
Vas degraded by the useless and pernkiotts virtues of a bigol While 
he stalled and satisfied the scruples of a blind conscienc e, the 1 
was continued* through the winter by the neglect rathir than by th. 
resolution of the cqjjiph Omar. * The winter proved uncommonly 
rigorous : above fin hundred. <Jay$J the gaound was coyual vuth cht.i. 
snow, and the natives pf the sultry dimes of Egypt and A labia 1 1 
to W i and almost lifeless in their frozen camp. 1 hey revived on the • 
return of spiing; # a second effort had been made m their favour; and 
their distress was relieved by ftie arrival of two nmneiout ricots, laden 
with qgm, and arms, and soldiers ; the first from Alexandria, of 400 
transporg^and galleys ; the second of ^60 vessels ft An the ports ol 
Afrfca, Tint the Greek fiitjs were hgain kmdjcd, and If the dc *tiuctiun 
was le&s complete, it was owing* to the experience which had taught, 
the Moslems to remain at it safe distance^ or £0 the pcifidy of tk* 
Egyptian mariners, %ho descitcd with their ships to the emperot of 
the Christians* But the calamines of famine and* disease wcie soon 
fclt by the troops of Mnsdcmah, and as the former was miserably as- 
sniged, so the latter was dreadfully propagated by the pernicious 
nutriment Which hunger awapelled them to extract fiom the most 
unclean or unnatural topd. Turn spirit of conquest, and cvqp of cn- 
♦thuftiftsm, was extinf t : th<? Saracens could no longer straggle beyond 
their lines, either single or in w*U parties, without exposing themself* 
to the merciless retaliation of the Thracian peasants* At length* Vtu 
a siege of thirteen mouths, th«> hopeless Mgalemah received fiom the m 
a%$(Ue welcome pcrmiirthm Of ^iweat The? match of the Arabian 
Mwnr over the Hellespont apd through ^the provinces of Asia, w.> » 
CWdted without delay or molestation'; but ap army of their bretlux \ 
hud b$m qfcdt In $ W« oft the fW* of ftlthynu, and the lemalnt o£ the 
Ami Wfcfc so repeatedly damaged by temjfest and fire, that only five g d- 
tap entered the port of Alexandria to relate the talc of their vanou, 
wad ekn^mcrwlJlcf disasters* * " • 


Coa&ttodaople and the Greek fne •might exclude % Arabs fiom 
eastern ewijanco W ^wrope ? but in the West, on the side of the 
ft* provinces of Gaul were threatened and invaded (A.n, 
IBM by the conquers of Spain. The decline of the French 
invited the attack of these insatiate fanatics. Under ftatob* 
ipaf <0 Igho burped thcfiAUiority and even die title of kmg, 

the C^scons, ana the Franks, were assembled, an<J he re- 
Sefirtt invasion of the Saracens ; and 2nma, lieutenant of the, 
! odp^&ityt his army and lmdife under the walls of Tholou.sc. The 
fehlrkm tf his successors was stimulated by revenge ; they repasse# 
£he with tlie means and the resolution of conquest. The ml* 

situation which* had recommended *N t xrbonjiO nk the first 
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Roman colony, was {jigam chosen b> the Moslems ; they claimed the 
province of Septernania or Languedoc as a just dependence of the 
Spanish monarchy the vineyards of Gascony and, the City of Bor- 
deaux were possessed by the sovereign of Damascus and Samorcand ; 
<at|id the south of Franco, from the mouth of the Gaionne to that of the 
Bbfine, assumed the pMmncrs and religion of Arabia. ® 

But these narrow limits were scorned by the spirit of Abaalrahmrn*, 
.or Abderame, who had been restored by the caliph Hashem to the 
wishes of the soldiers and people of Spam. That veteran and dating 
commander adjudged to the obedience of the ptophet whatever jet 
remained of France or Europe $ and prepared (a. a. to execute the 
sentences at the head of a formidable host, in the full confidence of sur- 
mounting all opposition, either of nature or of man. His first £*« was 
tp suppress a domestic rebel, who commanded die most HnpqMaat 
patses of the Pyrenees . nMtmusa, a Moorish chief, had accepted the 
alhanre of dm duke of Aqultaitt jr and Elides, from a motive of private 
or public interest, deyofod his beauteous daughter to the embraces of 
the African misbeliever. But the Strongest fortresses of Cerfragnc 
were invested by » superior fort» S the rebel was overtaken and stein 
m the mountains ; and his widow was sent a captive to Damascus, to 
gratify the vanity of the commander of the firitbfol. From the Py- 
renees; ^bderanm proceeded Without ^d*.y to the paslage of the 
Blifine and the siege of Alias, » An army of Christians the 

relief of the city ; the tombs of their leaders were pet Hdfifow #, the 
thirteenth century; and many thousands of their dead bodies Were 


carried down the rapid stream 
of Abderame were not less tut 
passed without opposition the. 
their watefs in* the gwSf Of, 
rivers, the camp of the *•#•** 
andusnstibned a second defoai 


.... Mediterranean sea, The arms 
*0n the ride of the ocean. He 
no dhd Dordogne, which unite 
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formed a second amny, 
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mg to their sad ioafessW*, <8*4 nfotte etraJd hfokan rimnuinbeitrif foe 
stein. The vtcforic# Safilwm oritrbfo the hf 

whose Gallic names ate dwgvteed, rather than test,' in the modem bp- 
petefioas of ,Perigo«l,*$«t»igi>ei and Poitou : h» 
planted on thb Ms nr MfoMt, before the gnH»i u of 
and tfcbJttagdiwi of 

the w^temwmelwri Of tjfows and Scsanpoh. The 
devastations, foe Abdfotimf fit# not spare the dflntettr 
Was long preserved by tfodttton? tend the invaiftmef* 

Moors «r Mahometans, affords the giound-work^pf thm' 

have been so wildly disfigured in the romance# «f <fi 

degSntly adorned by the Italian im«n *In the 

bn, the deserted cities could supply a Slender booty to 

then richest Spoil Was found in the churches and monasteries, 

fifoy stripped of their bmaments and delivered to the frame* 

l 
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‘ tutelar saints, both Hilary of Poitiers and Marlii^of Tours, forgot their 
miraculous powers in the defence of their own sepulchres. A virtori- 
tms line of maiyh had been prolonged above 1000 miles from the 
'rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of an equal 
space would have carried the Saracens to tlvs coniines of Poland and 
the Ilighljindeof Scotland ; the Rhine is not more impassable than the 
• Nile or Euphrates, \xl the Arabian fleet might have sailed without a 
naval combat imp the mouth bf t$e Thames. Perhaps the interpreta-. 
tron of the Koran would now be taught in the schools of Oxford, and 
Intfitpulpits might* demonstrate to a circumcised people the sanctity* 
and truth of the revelation of Mahomet. • 

From such calamities was Christendom delivered by the genius and 
fortuqg of one map, Charles, the illegitimate son of the elder Pepin, 
was content with the titles of mayor or duke of the Ftonks, but he de- 
select to become the father of a line of kings. In a laborious admin- 
istration of twenty-dour years, he restored and supported the dignity of 
the throne, and the rebels of Germany and Gjul were successively 
crushed by the activity of a warrior, who, in the same campaign, could 
display his banner on the Elhe, the Rhfine, and shores of the 
ocean, In the public dangef, he was summoned by the voice of his 
COUntsy 5 and his rival, the duke of Aquifcain, wps reduced to appear 
among tJIj»fugUivcs and ssp^bants. “Alas I” exclaimed the Franks, 
k what a misfortune ! what anmdigmty 1 W* have long hdtfd of the 
nat»e and conquest; of thi Arabic We were apprehensive of their at- 
tack from the East j they have pow conquered Spain, and tovqfle 
our country on the .side of dm^Ost Vet their numbers, and 
fttoeo they have no buckler) tow wane, an inferior to our own.”. 
'♦If yog follow myadytoO,* t»pli«d;>Ibe prudent mayor of the palace, 
"yap Will mot Interrupt • them tanjwb, ftW> ptwripitate ydur attack, 
titty Writ like a tarrenq Whh*. totogerwjp to -stem to its career, 

thrthitot^f riches, and to»*ppb>«iou#ii<as of success, redouble |hcir 
vskww, and yaiottr I# .of morG avail toSn atm* and numbers. Be 
patient toey Wive loaded themselves with the incumbrance of 
wealth, . ThW' pofoWSion of wdakh Wfll divide their counsels and 
sriswm yodr vfcSmpr This subtle poRcy is .perhaps a .refinement of 
the’ Amtoito writers J hnd the^ituation of Charles will suggest a more 
n^wa^’ selfish motive of procrastination : the secret desire of hum* 
bttog tllft prkh*, and wasting the provinces, on the rebel duke of Aqui* 
tain, , >I« fc pet OMjtp probable, that the delays of Charles-wen inevlt- 
nbtedndmtttctajsvA standing mtoy waif unknown under the first 
ah&sfecond rat®,}, tome than lialf tlie kingdom was now in toe hands 
pi fM Simoons i UcfeWfding to their respective situation, the Franks of, 
llnpU and Australia were too conscious or too careless of too Ah* 
pfcsg^ig danger ; and the voluntary aids of the Gepid® and Germans 
heparamd by a long interval from toe standard of too Christ ian 
pfiMl No sekmer had he collected his forced, than he sought and 

9 . . 
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found the enemy in t^c centre of France, between Tour* and Poitiers. 
His well-conducted march was covered by a range of hills, and Ab» 
defame appears to have been surprised by his unexpected presence. 
The nations of Asia, Afiica, and Europe, advanced with equal ardour* 
V> an encounter which woqld change the history of the wofld. In the 
sip first days of desultory combat, the horsemen and archers of the 
East maintained their advantage : but in the dioser onset of ifc, « 
seventh day, the, Orientals were oppressed by the Wength and statute 
of the Germans, who, with stout hearts and »>p» hands, asserted the 
•civil and religious liberty of their 1 posterity. The lpi$«t of Magfcl, 
the- Hammer, which has been added to the name « Charles, is ex- 
pressive cjf his weighty and irresistible sttokes : the valour of Eudes was 
excited by resentment and emulation ; and their companions, m the 
eye of history, fire the hue Peers and Paladins of French, chivalry. 
After a bloody field ( a , d . 7^3), in wbibh Abdefatne Was slain, the Ma- 
cons, in the dose of the evening, retired to their camp., In the disorder 
and despair of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and Damascus, 
of Africa and Spsin, were ' provoked to turn then* arms against each 
other j the remans of their host wat suddenly dissolved, and each 
ttftir consulted his safety hw an hasty and separate entrant. At thy 
dawn of day, the stillness of fid hostile camp was suspected by the 
victorious Christians i on the report of tiwicbpies, they ventured to ex- 
plore theJHches of <be vacant mates but, if we except soma celebrated 
relics, a small portion of the spoil was restored to the innocent and 
lawful owners. The joyful tidings Vere soon diffused over the Catho- 
lic world, and the monks of Italy amid affirm and behove that 3$qpoo 
or 375,000 of the Mahometans hpdbfito ctusfcwl by the hammer «f 
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v«e to'jostify * departure from the frder °f su«:essi^; 

ai^ tte eyes and%ish«» oftbefaittoful Were turned towards the line of 
Hashem ahdthe Ijindred of the apostto of God. Of these the Fatunrt« 
Were eitbtat ■faster posaUatmesis ; bu» the descendants of Abb** 
cherished? art* courage and discretion, tfre^ hopes^ of tirnr nsr ft, 

fortunes. Frsm an obscure residence m ^S-yna, _|»ey 

. .a. . >. w.; & etAn£>rtA<ii wliA -breached m the .Eastern 


^ind aoce^ed their free • 
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public. Oft Friday, pi the diess of a caliph, m the colows of the sect,’ 
Saffah proceeded with religious and militaiy pomp to the mpsque * 
ascending the pulpit, ho prayed Smd pteached as lh# lawful success* 
of Mahotnet ; and, after his departure, his kinsmen bound a willing' 
people by an oath of fidebty. But it was oh the hanks of the Zab, and 
opt fat the mosque of Cufa, that this unpoitant contreversy was de- 
termined' Eveiy advantage appeared to he on t/e side ot the white* , 
faction : foeaufoOntyMestoblisbrdJgefominent ; an army of ito,oao 
soldiers,*against a sixth part of that number; and # the presence and 
merit of the caliph Merman, the fourteenth and last of the houy^ad 
Ommiyah. Before his accession to foe throne, he* had deserved, by 
his Georgian warfare, the honourable epithet of the ass of Mesopo- 
tamia ; mid he nught have been ranked among the greatest gpnees, 
had not, says Abulfeda, the eternal order decided that moment for the 
Win of h»s family; a deejee against which *aU human prudent© Sod 
fortitude must struggle in yam. The fordera of Meevan wore odstsken 
w disobeyed : foe lepurn of his horse, from which he had«dism<Hiated . 
m a necessary occasion, impressed foe belief of* his death; end foe 
infoususra of fop Mack squadrons mas ably conducted by AbdaUsb, 
ihe ancle Of h» competitor- Alter an irretrievable defeat, foe cajipb 
•scaped to Mosul; but foe colours of the Abbassldes were displayed 
bom foe rampart ; he suddenly repa&sej^dhe Tigiih, Cast a JnBlaachoiy 
ook onjhs palace of Haraa,«Pfw« the Euphrates, abandoned foe 
brtnScations of Damascus, tom* gpfonut hitting ip jftfoBfote, pitched 
ng last and fatal camp at Bupb'ms the banks of foe bide. Urn spied 
pas urged by foe incessant 43®p*ite,«f Abdallah, who id Wray step 
if foe pursuit acquired strength Ural feputafow : $e remains of fob 
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'rage of hi$ enemies, who hunted the wanderings exile from the bank 
of the Euphrates to the volleys of mount Atlas. His presence tn the 
neighbourhood of, Spam revived the veal of the white faction. The 
’ name and cause* of the Abbassidcs had been first vindicated by the 
Persians i the West had been pure from civil aims ; and the servants 
of the absented family still held, by a precarious tenure, the tnbent- 
avee of their lands 3 p.d the offices of government Strongly prompted 
by gratitude, indignation, and' fe$, they (A.D. 75$) inyitcd the grand 
son of the caliph Hashern. to Ascend the throne of his ancestors : and 
desperate condition, the extremes of rashness and prudence* 
weie almost the Same. The acclamations of the people saluted 4 us 
landing on the coast of Andalusia ; and, after a successful struggle, 
Abdairabman established the throne of Cordova, and was the father 
of the Qnuniades of Spain, who reigned above 250 yctfrs from the At- 
lantic to thd Pyrenees He slew in battle a* lieutenant of the Abbas- 
sided, who had invaded his dominions with a fleet and army ; the head 
Of Ala, in wit add camphire, was suspended by a daring messenger 
before the palace of Mecca ; and the caliph Almansor rejoiced in his 
safety, that he was removed bjvseas and lands from such a formid- 
able adversary. Their mutual designs or declarations of offensive 
War evaporated without effect ; but instead of opening a door to the 
cempMSC ftf Europe, Sp.sw-.jgas dissevered from the trunk-* of the 
mosatfehy, engaged imperoetuiff hostility with* die East, and inclined 
to pdtoe And friendship with the Christian Sovereigns of Constant!- 
tuple and France. The example pf’tfrft Ommudes was imitated ,by 
dtp reel or ficritious progaiyof AH, the Edrissites of Mont hank, and 
the more powetfal Fatitaites of Afldoaknd Egypt In the tenth sen-, 
twy, the chair of Mahomet Was* disputed by three caliphs or com- 
tmrnm Of the fakbfei, Who^%tUtd'«| Blgftld, Cairoah, and Coi- 
dove, e*»mmtmics,ted each othdri *m f 0 f I only in a principle of 
‘tftecmttt, that % afrwty is mom od tim mfi; criminal than an tmbehever. 

••Mama wi* dm fAtthttiWof 750-960) of Haslicm, 
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in gold and silver about thirty millions sterling; and this treasure 
was exhausted in a few years by the vices or virtues of his children. 
Mi* qpn, Mahadi, in a single pilgrimage to Mecca, upended six mil* 
lions of dinars of gold. A pious and charitable motive may sanctify 1 
the foundation of cisterns and caravanseras which he distributed along 
a measured road of you miles ; but his train of canids, laden with 
snow, could serve only to astonish the natives Arabia, mid to tc-. 
fresh the fruits, and liquors of tht royal banquet. The courtiers 
would surely praise the liberality of his grandson Almamon, who gave 
'away four-fifths of the income of a province, a strfh Of two milhgas 
four hundred thousand gold dinars, before he drew his foot from the 
stirrup. At the nuptims of the same prince, a thousand pearls of the 
largest fow were showered bn the head of the bride, and 4 lottery of 
lands and houfes displayed the capricious bayaty of fortune* the 
glories of the court were, brightened rafoer than impaired m the Vte- 
dine of the empire ; and a Greek ambassador might admire or pity 
the magnificence of the feeble Moctader. " The caliph's ^hole army," 

• says tin historian Awfeda, ''both horse and fowtjw** under arms, 
which together jnade a body of idp,ooo men. His mote officers, 
the favourite slaves, stood near him m splendid apparel, their belts 
gbttering with gold and gents. Near them were jtOpO eunuch*, 4000 
of them white, the remainder black, .^c porters or doottotepers 
were incumber sevetwhundmh • Bdfges and boats, with foe most 
superb decorations, were seen swimming upon the Tigris. NOr wis 
the pfocw itself less splendid, in which were hung up 38,000 pieces 
Of tapestry, rs,$oo pf whif% werc/«rf, f siik emhroidered with gold. 
,The carpets on foe door Were twenty-two thousand. An htufiirtd 
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pavilion of the gardens, one of these basons and fountains, so delight- 
ful in a sultry climate, was replenished not with water, but with the 
‘purest quicksilver. The seraglio of Abdalrahman, his wives, concu- 
bines, and black eunuchs, amounted to 6300 persons ; and he was at- 
tended to the field by a guard of 12,000 ho-se, whose belts and scymt- 
tars were, studded with gold. ' 

In a private condition, our desires are perpetually repressed by 
poverty and subordination ; but the lives and labours of milltons are 
devoted to the service of a despotic pnnee, whose laws are blindly 
*r*»»ycd, and whose wishes are instantly gratified. Our imagination 
is dazzled by the* splendid picture 5 and whatever may be the cool the- 
tates of reason, there are few among us who would obstinately refuse 
a trs’l of the comforts and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be 
ofsomf .use fo borrow the experience of the sartfe Abdalrahman, 
whose magnificence haa'perhaps excited orjr admiration hnd envy, and 
to transcribe ad authentic memorial which was found to the closet of 
the decetosd caliph. “ I have now reigned aljout fifty years In vic- 
tory ok peat* i 1 Toved by my subjects, dreaded by. my enemies, and 
respected, by my allies. Riches and honours, power and pleasure, 
have waited on my call, nor does any earthly blessing appear to have 
beerf wanting to my felicity. In this situation, l have diligently num- 
bered tile ‘days of pure dft ..genuine happiness which have fallen to 
toy tot r t bey amount to FouR'ftBM O man ! place n<« thy con- ‘ 
fidence to this Present world," The luxury of the caliphs, so use- 
less ti their private happiness, relamed toe nerves, and terminated, the 
* progress, of toe Arabian empire. Temporal and spiritual conquest 
had been the sole-occupation of the first successors of Mahomet ; afifi 
after supplying themselves with M e necessaries bf life, toe whole 
Wjmqe *b» scrupulously deVjptod to dtof salutary work. *The Abbas- 
todto writ# impoverished by toe* wdUtoftb Of their wants and their 
eefietotol of ecwumk Instead of ptatjjng the great object qf am- 
leWtoh tgstot diffectonto w powers of their mind, were 
dkWrttd % pqnin ttod phtosur# \ ttto iwmwds of valour were em- 
betftafby wpmpnjphd eunuchs, bnfi tne mftat camp waswncumbered 
bfrtmlustoy Of toe pplace. A similar temper was .diffused among 
t fts Rtotocto ff the*owph* Their stem entoustosm was softened by 
tipse prosperity : they $o\jght riches 1% toe occupations of todus- 

R a toepuyauitffof literature, and happiness to toe tranquillity 
War was no longer t£e passion of the Saracen*; 
of pay wps insfiineient to allure the posterity of those 
cbhtoptofts Who had crowded to toe standard of Aatoeker 
for mt ho&es of sooil and of paradise 
H* taiga of toe Ommiedes, toe studios of the Mostato* wire 
0 toe interpretation of the Koran, and the eloquence s9id 
their native tongue* A people continually exposed to toe 
'toe field, must esteem the neatfnfe powers iff medicine or 

J . 
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rather of surgery : but. the starving physicians of Arabia murmured a 
complaint, that exercise and temperance deprived them of the greatest 
part of their practice. After their civil and domestic wars, the sub* _ 
ject» of the AbbassMes, awakening (a»d. *54, &c. 81 j, &c.) from this ' 
igenta) lethargy, found leisure and felt curiosity foi die acquisition of 
profenc science. This spirit was first encouraged by the caliph Al- 
manstfr, who besides his knowledge of the Mahfovtian law, had ap- • 
plied himself with success to the Study bfr astronomy. But when the 
sceptre devolved to Almamon, the seventh of the Abjmssides, he corn* 
pleted the designs of bis grandfather, and invited the muses fiom thaw 
ancient seats. His ambassadors at Constantinople, his agents in 
Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, collected the volumes of Grittkp science : 
at hie command they w«c translated by the most skilfUl faitOrpacters 
into riie Arabic language 1 his subjects were exhuvted assith’Q'isly jo 
peruse these instructive citings; and the shccessoy of Mhfiome* a* 
sisted with, pleasure and modesty -at the assemblies and disputations- 
of the learned. “ Hews not ignorant^ gaysAbulpharagius, * 'mat 
are the elect of God, nis best and most useful servants, Whose lives 
are devoted to th^lmprOvftmmi of their rational faculties. The mean 
ambition of the Chinese or the Turks may glory in the industry of 
their hands or the indulgence of their brutal appetites. Yet them 
dexterous artists must view, With hopejp*^ emulation, the' hfcxagons 
and pyramids of rite beds « a bet-hive : these fottitudinous hetoCs 
are awed by the Superior fierceness of thb lions add tigers. The 
teachers of wisdom me the true htminariesand legislators of a World, 
which, without their aid, would again sink in ignorance and bar* 
bansm.” The seal and Cariosity w Almamon were imitated by 
succeeding princes ef’jt' Bneof, Abbas : thefr rivals, the Fatimites ef 
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newels. The royal hbrary of the Fatimites «M» 

fSldpts, elegantly transcribed end splendidly bound* 1 

wjhfceut jealousy W avarice, to rite students bf Qdni Yet tidli 
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*Hoii must appear moderate, if vie can believe that the Oinmiades of 
Spain had formed a binary of 6oojooo volumes, forty-four of which 
were employed in the mere catalogue Their capital, Cordova, with 
4 he adjacent towks of Malaga, AJmeria, and Murcia, had given buth 
to mote than 300 writers, and above 70 public libraries were opened 
in the pities ofjthe Andalusian kingdom. The age of Arabian learning 
.continued hbout 5oonycars, till the great eruption of the Moguls, and 
was coeval with the darkest and most slothful petiod of European 
annals ; but since the sun of science has arisen in the West, it should 


-Sgera that the Oriental Studies have languished and declined. 

in the libraries of the Arabians, as in those ot Europe, the far greater 
part of the innumerable volumes were possessed only oflocal value or 
imaginary merit The shelves were crowded with orators and poets, 
whose'style was adapted to the taste and manners of thtfr countrymen ; 
with general and partial .historic*, which $pch revolving generation 
supplied with a new harvest ok persons and events \ with codes and 
commentary of jurisprudence, Which derived their authority from the 
law of the prophet t with the interpreters of the TCoran, and orthodox 
tradition i and with the whole Rheological tribe, polemics, mystics, 
scholastics, and moralists, the first or the last of writers, according 
to thi different estimate of sceptics or believers* The works of specu- 
lation or science may be r^uccd to the four classes of philosophy, 
mathematics, astronomy, and* The sages of Gre^pe were 

tranislated and illustrated in the Arabic language, and some treatises, 
now lost in the original, have been recovered ip the versions of tf)c 
E m% Which possessed and studied the writing* Of Aristotle and Plato, 
of fiuend and ApoUohiu^ of Ptolemy* Hippocrates^ and Galen. 


Ampng tbo ideal systems, trttich have vafted with the fashion of the 
tim Arabians adopted thf phllo^hy of the Smgiritfc, ahke in- 
i of % ewy age. Plato wrote 



oy alike obscure for the , . _ _ 

Atiwmbms* and to atlegoricaf genius Is too closely blended 
(Q tod religion of After the fell of that re- 

Wtetfct, «t m)fa$ feofe mfc efencuHty, prevailed in the 
fed (JfcCfebd sects, tod their; founder was fcmg after- 
by fejs Mahometans <St Sjfefe to Use I^atin schools, 
both of fee jfyynjemy and the Lycseum, as the, are built, 
radon, hut bit argument, have retarded fee progress of 
The metaphysics of infinite J or finite, spirit have too 
fe fee service of superstition. But fee human 
'^•the art and practice of dialectics ; fee ten pro* 
n collect and Methodise our ideas, and hjs sylfe* 
titomfet weapon of dispute. It was dexterously wielded in 
?,<*» fed Saracens, but as it is more effectual for fee defection 
, for fee investigation of troth, it is not surprising feat new* 
hobs of masters and disciples should still revolve in fee same 
of logical argument <Thc mathematiti* ere distinguished by a 
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peculiar privilege, that, tn the course of ages, they may always advance, 
and can never recede. But the ancient geometry, if I am not mu»in* 
formed, was resumed in the same *tate by the Italians of the fifteenth 
century : gnd whatever may be the origin of the luftae, the science of 
algebra is ascribed to the Grecian Dlopbantus by the modest testimony 
of the Arabs themselves! They cultivated with moi;e success the 
sfiblifoe science of astronomy, which elevates the mind of than to dis- 
dain Ws diminutive planet and momentary enflstence. The cosily 
•instruments of dbservation were supplied by the caliph Almamon, and 
« the land of the Chaldasans still afforded the saroc*$paci 6 u$ level, the 
same unclouded horizon. In the plains of Shinar, and a second trthe 
in those of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately measured a degtee of 
the great circle of the earth, and determined at 24,000 miles the entire 


circumfetence <*f our globe. From the reign of the Abb*ssUte& to 
< that of the grandchildren of Tamer! uie, tire stars, without* the aid of 
glasses, were diligently observed \ and the astronomical tables of Bag- 
dad, Spain, and Samarcand, correct some minute errors, without dar- 
ing to renounce the hypothesis of Ptolemy, without advancing 4 step 
towards the discovery of the solar system. In the eastern ftfwrte, the 
truth of science <fould be recommended only by ignorance and folly, 
and the astronomer would have been disregarded, had he not debased 
his wisdom <*r honesty by the vain pi editions of astrology. But in 
, the science of medicine! the Arabuaii been deservedly applauded* 
The nardbs of Mesna and Gcber, of Razis^and Avicenna, are ranked 
with the Grecian masters ; in the c% of Bagdad,^ physicians wens 
li&nsed to exercise their lucrative profession : In Spam, the life of the 
Catholic princes was entrusted to the skill of the Saracens, and the 
* school of Salerno, their legitimate offspring, revived in Italy and 
Europe the precepts of 'the healing art The success of ea,ch profcssgr 


must have been influenced by personal°and accidental causes but wp 
may form, a less foncffuF estimate of their general knowledge of 41M* 


of gnat* 
0f 04 


Grata hnd Arabians te Ape* and nuadrapeds m 

mo* solwaitf visible t*e*e known 1 * foe fi»e of Chflen, and fop 
finer smttinjrW the kmm frame was reserve^ for the rtierafifopft, 
and the ittfSCtfcSwi of modern artists. B<ftaify«h an actVt scjiuWi fx 4 
the 'discoverifcs bf foe fonjd scute mlghsenriclj foe herbal of 
with fora thousand {founts Sojpe traditionary knowledge might he 
secreted in foe foropfo# end monkeries of Egypt j m «nmi #t 
perience had been acquired in foe practice of aits 
hat $vb'scientt of chemistry owes Its origin and IfoWMlI# 1 
lftdhssfoeV* of foe Saracens. They first invented and 
for the purposes of distillation, analyzer! foe spIhlMtfifo C%.Wfo 
* Msgdoms of nature, tried foe distinction and affinities of mwfc fern) 
acids, and converted she poisonous ^minerals info soft and cttnpqr 
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medicines But the most e igcr scudi of Aub-in chum ny was the 
ti insinuation of mil ils, and the r hit of immoi U lu iltli the itnson. 
*nd the foituuc^ of thousand v uVwpoiitcd n the emubU of 
<il< h( m>, and tlA < onsumm itu n c f th jk U woik w is pi omen tl h/ 
iho north) aid of ni) h i\, f iblc, uul supusfttion * 

But the Moth m deputed them tl esof the prmupil benefit of* 1 
fimiliu intercom it V^th hiuu* iml Rome, the knowle 1 e of mti 
quit), the punt) of i\ to, uuf th<J fieedom of them Jit Confide 1 t of 
the iiclu of then nittve ton* uc, the Aiabnns di dimed llu stud) 
lo 11,11 idiom* lhcbtuk lotctpiclus n\ ic chostn imon^ then 
Cluistnu subjects, the) fonmd then tianshlnn , soimt me> on the 
ou^md U\t, moie ficquenlly puhips on n b)in< uimoii and m 
th ciowd of asnonomas and physimns, thuo is up (\unplc of a 
poet, an oritoi, 01 even m hi*tomn being Uu,ht to speak the lin 
gurge of llu Soiicen* Hhi ni)?hobg) oloHomr would hue pio 
vokedthe ablioi tenet of those 4 tun"f unties tluj po se sed m h/> 
ignorance the (domes of the Miudonnjis, *ul tin piovmcts cf 
Caithagc and Rome f the htiot > of Plutarch ind Liv> wcic buned m 
obliuon, and the history of tlu^woild Ixfou Mahomet w is icduct<> 
to a short legend of the pitmtchs, the piophcts, and the Pusnn 
kings # Out Cducition m the breok and Latin schools may ting fixed 
m our mind* a standaid of « / lusuc taste , and I am not forw trd to 
condemn the htmlute«aml jud ^fWut of nuuAs, of whose fengm.,1 
I am ignannt Yet # I hun t that the classics hive much to ttach, and 
I bfhetH tint the Ouentds have much to learn * the temper ite dignify 
of st>k, tin graceful pi opOi lions of ait, the fotms of visible and mtel 
lccthat beauty, the just delineation of chai ictu and passion, the 
ihetoric of mnativ* and argument, the regular fabuc of^epic and 
dramatic poetry The mfluenceiof truth and ici^on is of a less am 
biguoti* complt<ion The philosopher of Athene and Rome enjoyed 
the and &s$u ted the lights, civil and idigious fretetam. 

Thayr mom and political writings might have gradually unlocked the 
fetters of Eastern despotism, defused a bbciaT spa it of mquny niul 
totoapon, and aVfluiaged the Afrab&n sages to susjKct th it them 
cah^H was a tyrant Jnd their prophet an nnpbstoi Jtor lnmnctof 
superstition was* alauftcd by *he mti oduction even of the ibstiaet 
sdencea ► and the mo*e rigid dogtois of the Uw condemned the rash 
and ptanttous tunositv of Almimcm 1 0 the thust of nnriyidom, tlie 
vi&ionofpaiadise, and the belief of pitdlstiuguon w< mustasuibe the 
ipvittcihle enthhsi^m of the j$pn< e Joel people And the sword of the 
Ssrac&is became less founfdihlc wlun then youth w \s diawwaw ly 
from tSijb camp to the college , whe n tlu umu s of the faithful presumed 
to Sfead a&d to reflect Y< t the foolish \ mitv of the tn c eks w is jealous 
of their atqdlts, and rductantl) imputed the sacied im to the Bar- 
hmanapf the last * # 

tutOte hloodv ^nnrtirt of life Ommi ide » md Abl 1 id s. the bucks 
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had stolen the opportunity of avenging their wrongs and enlarging 
their limits* But a severe retribution was exacted by Mohadi, the 
third caliph of the new dynasty,* who seized (a.d. 78 p — 805) in lii® turn 
the favourable opportunity, while a woman and a chilfi, Irene and Com 
\stantine, were seated on* the Byzantine throne. An army of 95,000 
Persians and Arabs was sent from the Tigris to the Thi^cian Bos- 
phorus, under the command of Hartm, or Aaro*?, the second son of 
the commander of the faithful $is encampment, on the opposite 
heights of Chrysopolis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of 
*' Constantinople, of the loss of her troops and provinu =>. V 
consent or connivance of their sovereign her immstos su r * Mined an 
ignominious peace: uid the exchange of some ioviI k tt could not 
disguise the annual tribute of 70,000 dinars of gold, which as im- 
posed on the Roman empire. The Saracen- had too * mi 4 turned 
Into the midst of a distan" and hostile land theft n t.u W solicited 
by the promise of faithful guides aifd plentiful marl .1 »d not a 
Greek had courage £0 whisper, that their weary forces might be sur- 
rounded and destroyed in their necessary j&ssagb between a slippery 
mountain and the nver Sangarius. 'Five ycai » after this expedition, 
Harun ascended the throne of his father and his cider brother ; the 
most powerful and vigorous monarch of his mo\ illustrious* in the 
West, a? the ally of Charlemagne, to the tftnst childish 
readers/ as the perpetual hero oPcffeAuibiair tale*. His title to the 
name of Al Kpshid (the Just) is sullied? by tl y* extii potion of the 
generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecide*; yet he could listen to 
the complaint of a poor widow who had been pillaged by his troop*, 
and who dared, in a passage of the Koran, to threaten the inattentive 
despot with the judgment of God and posterity. His court was 
adorned with luxury and science ; bn% in a reign of tliree-and-twenty 
years, Hamn repeatedly visited his provinces from Chora *an to Egypt ; 
ain* tinfes he performed thejpllgritnage of Mecca * * *ht \jmes he in- 
vaded the territories of the 'Romans ; and As often a (lie / <1 crimed the 
payment of the tribute* th&f were taught to feel that a m. *h of depre- 
dation Whs more costly than a tyear of submissi<jj£ *but when the un- 
natural mother of Constantine was deposed and banished, her success* n- 
yticephorus resolved to Obliterate this bodg^of^ervih|tlc and disgrace. 
The epistle of the emperor to the cajiph was painted with an allusion 
to the game of chbss, which had already *]fread from Persia to Greece, 
** The queen (he spoke o£ freilW con* 1 1 1 vi von as a rook and Heiself 
as a pawn. That pustHahimou® ffln w lo * m ,• t <ltu pay a tribute, the 
double of which she ought to have exacted n un the Barbarians* Re- 
store therefore the fruits of your injustice, or abide t)£e determination of 
v the sworA'* At these words the ambassadors cast a bundle d swords 
Wore the foot of the throne. The caliph smiled at the ptenaoe* and 
drawing his sbymetar, Mmsat/tah^d weapon of historic or fabulous 
renown, he cut asunder the feeble arms 5f the (..reek®, without turning 
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the edge, or endangering the temper, of his blade. He then dictated 
an epistle of tremendous brevity : “ In the name of the most ineiciful 
God, Harun al Rashid, commander ot*thc faithful, to Niceplioms, the 
Roman dog. I nave read thy letter, 0 thou son of on unbelieving 
mother. Thou shalt not hear, thou shalt behold my reply .” It was* 
written in fhaweters of blood and fue on the plains of Phrygia ; and 
# 4 ho warlike celerity o\ the Arabs could only be checked by the arts ot 
deceit and the show of repenfanej, The triumphant, caliph retired,, 
alter the fatigues of the campaign, to his favourite palace of Racca on 
j'm h* i*ts ; but the distance of 500 miles, and the inclemency of * 
the st ■> ,*»i i* K mugged his adversary to violate the peace. Nicephortis 
vas uston. In d In the bold antf rapid march of the commander of the 
faiiht.jj • Vj icjM^sod, in the depth of winter, the snows of Mount 
'iaui us ,•» >u itugtms of policy and war were exhausted : and the 

poiffdious < 'r>'( k t cajn'd with thiefl wounds fgom a field of battle over- 
spread with \ >poo of his subjects Vet the emperor was ashamed of 
m submission, ond the caliph was resolved on victory* One hundred and 
thirty-five thousand regular soldiers received pay, and woe inscribed 
in the military roll ; and above 3*0,000 persons of cvesy denomination 
marched under the black standard of the Abbassidcs. They swept the 
surfaced Asia Minor far beyond Tyana and Ancyra, and invested the 
Pontic Heeailea, once a flourishing state, now a paltry town * at that 
time capable of sustaining in hcr^fltfque walls a month's sieg^against 
the forces of the East Th£ ruin was complete, the Spoil was ample ; 
but if Harun had been conversant with Grecian story, he would hav*: 
regretted the statue of Hercules, whose attributes, the club, the bow, 
the quiver, and the lion's hide, were sculptured in massy gold. The 
progress of desolalidh by sea and land, from thp Euxine to the isle of 
C) prus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus to retract hi? haughty 
defiance. In the new treaty, the ruins of Hera^lea were left for ever as 
a lesson and a trophy ; and the coin of the tribute was marked wUh 
the image and superscription of Harun £ad his three sons. Yet this 
plurality of KmU might contribute to remove the dishonour of the 
Roman name, /ft A* the death of their farther, the heirs of the caliph 
were involved in civil tiisconj, and the conqueror, the liberal Almamon, 
was sufficiently engaged in ^^restoration of domestic peace and the 
introduction of foreign. sci?nce. 

Under the reign of AJmoannn it Bagdad, of Idichael the Stammerer 
at Constantinople, the fcLmd “ Crete* and Sicily were subdued (A.& 
$33) by the Arabs.* J f 4 «>f thc%e conquests is disdained by their 

* o^n writers, who won < »ht of the fame of Jupiter and Mirons, but 
it has not been overlooked by the Byzantine historians, who now begin 
to cast a clearer light on the affairs of their own times. A band of 
volunteers, discontented with the climate or government 1 
Of Spain, explored the adventures of the sea : but as they sailed in no 
*WNW than ten or twenty sraflevs. their warfare rtlust be branded with 
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the name of pitacy. As the subjects and sectaries of the white party, 
they might lawfully invade the dominions of the Man f* caliphs. 4 A re- 
bellious taction introduced Ihcih into Alexandna : they cut in pieces 
both friends and toes, pillaged the rhuiches and the mosques, soUi 
'•above 6000 Chustun captives, and maintain* d their station in the 
capital of Egypt, till they wcie oppressed by the fotcefe apd the pre- 
sence of Ahnamoo himself, Prom the mouth oflfrhe Nile to the Hoi* t 
* lespont, the islands ahd sea-coasts ,both *of the Greeks and Moslems 
weie exposed to their cl epi editions ; they saw, they, envied, they tasted, 
the fertility of Crete, and soon returned with forty galley s to a uizn 
serious attack. The Andalusians wandered over the land feailess and 
unmolested ; but when they descended with their plunder to the sea- 
shore, their vessels were irt flames, and their chief, Aim Caab, confessed 
himself the author of the mischief. Their clamours perused his 
madness or treachery. Of what do >ou complaint replied ** the 
crafty emir, “ I have brought you 'to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, Heic is yoqr Uu? countiy j lepose from your toils; and forget , 
the ban cn place of your nativity/* “And our wives and children F 
“Your beauteous captives will supply the place of your wives, and 
m their embiates you will soon become the fatheis of a new progeny* 1 ’ 
The first habitation was their tamp, with a ditch and rampart, in 
the bSy^of Suda ; but an apostate immM d them to a more 1 desirable 
position* in the eastern pait 9 ; m&mTi name of Candax, their fortress 
and colony, has been extended to the wluAc island, under the corrupt 
and modem appellation of Candia* The hundred cities of the age of 
Minos were diminished to thuty ; and of these, only one, most pro- 
* bably Cydonia, had courage to retain the substance of freedom and 
the profession of Christianity. The Sai aeons of ’Crete send repaired 
the loss oil their navy ; and the timbers of mount Ida were launched 
into the mam* Durw&an hostile^ period of 138 years, the prmces of 
Con^tarftmople attacked these licentious corsans with fruitless curses 
and ineffectual arms* * 

The loss of Sicily (A,o, was occasioned by an net of su- 

perstitions rigour. Ah amorous youth who had Men a nun from her 
cloister, wasnsentenccd*by the emperor to the amputation ofhii tongue. 
Euphenrius appealed to the reason and *pplic!y of die Saracen# of 
Africa, and soon returned with the Jxjipcriarpurplc,a Sect of xqasbips, 
and an army of 700 horse and 10,000 foot, They landed at Ma*ara 
near the ruins of ant^ent Stlinu* ; but after some partial victories, 
Syracuse was delivered bff the Greeks, the apostit? W slain before 
her walls, and his African friends were reduced to the h«0e$#ity of 
feeding on the flesh of their own horses. In their they wOm re- 
lieved by a powerful reinforcement of their brethren of Audmust^} tho 
* largest and western part of the island was gradually Voduged, and the 
commodious harbour of Palermo w#s chosen for the seat of the naval 
md military power df the Saracens. Syracuse presented about fifty 
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years the faith which she had sworn to Christ and to Cesar. In the 
lqst and fatal siege, her citizens displayed some remnant of the spirit 
yliich had formerly resisted the pow<*rs of Athens and Cauhage. 
They stood above twenty days against the battering rams and uita- 
pultte) the mines and tortoises of the besicgefs : and the place might* 
Jbave been felieved, if the mariners of the Imperial fleet had not been 
"detained at Constantinople in. building a church to the Virgin Mary. 
The deacon Theodosius, witlf the bishop and clergy, Was dragged in* 

^ chains from the altar to Palermo, cast into a subterraneous dungeon, # 
tfiW exposed to th$ hourly peril of death or apostasy. His pathetje, 
and not inelegant complaint* may be read as the epitaph of his 
country* From the Homan conquest to this final calamity, Syracuse, 
now dwindled to the piimilive i&lc of Ortjgca, bad insqpsibly declined. 
YeWthe 7 «rircs were still precious ; Jthe plate of the cathedral weighed 
5000 pounds of silver ; the entirj si>oil was Computed at 1,000,000 of 
pieces of gold (about ,£400,000 sterling), and the captives must out- 

• number the* 17,000 Christians who were transported fiom the sack of 
Tauromcnium into African servitude. In Sicily, the iohgion and lan- 
guage of the Greeks were eradicated ; and such was the docility of the 
rising generation, that 1 5,000 hoys were circumcised and clothed on 
the same day with the son of the Fatimitc caliph. The Arabian squad- 
rons issued from the harbdlu*' ^JF’alermo, Riser tn, and Tunis \ 150 
towns of Calabria and Campania were attacked nnd pillaged ; rtbr could 
the suburbs of Home be defended by the name of the Cmsars and 
ApostW *Had the Mahometans been united, Italy must have fallcti 
an easy and glorious accession to the empire of the prophet. But the 
caliphs of Bagdad lgxd lost their authority in the West : the Aglabites • 
and Fatimites usurped the provinces of Africa ? their emirs* of Sicily 
aspired to independence ; and fhe design of conquest and dominion 
was degraded to a repetition of predatory inroads. 

In the sufferings of prostrate Italy, the name of Rome awakdfts a 
solemn and mournful recollection. A fleet of Saracens from the 
Afticah coast presumed to eptet (a.b. # 846) the mouth of the Tyber, 
and tO approach a city which even yet* in her fallen state, wa? revered 
as the metropolis of Jho Christian world. The gates and ramparts 
were guarded b^ a trembling people ; but the tombs and temples of St 
Peter and St Paul wtfre left exposed in the suburbs of the Vatican and 
Of the O^tian way. Thffir invisible sanctity had protected them 
against the Goths, the Vandals, an$l # tlie Lombards ; but the Arabs 

• disdained both the gospel and the legend ; and their rapacious spirit 
wa* approved and animated by the precepts of the Koran. Tho Chris- 
tian MqU Were Stripped of their costly offerings ; a silver altar was tom 
away ftWm the shrine of St Peter ; and if the bodies or the buildings # 
w !dt entire, their deliverance must be imputed to the haste, rather 
than the scruples, of the Sdgacons. In their coyrsc along the Appian 

they pillaged Fundi and besieged Gacta ; but they had tqme^l 
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aside from the walls of Rome, and by their divisions, the Capitol was 
saved from the yoke of the prophet of Mecca. The same danger still 
impended on the heads of the Roman people ; and tleir domestic force 
was unequal to the assault of an African emir. They claimed the pro- 
jection of their Latin sovereign ; but the Carlovmgiaxj standard was 
Overthrown by a detachment of the Barbarians ; 7 they meditated the 
restoration of the Greek emperors 5 bu f the attempt was treasonable,' 
' and the succodr remote and precarious, Their distress appeared to 
receive some aggravation from the death of their spiritual and tem- 
poral chief; but the pressing emergency superseded the forms -iflfii 
intrigues of an election ; and the unanimous choice of Pope Leo the 
Fourth was the safety of the church and city* This pontiff was born 
a Roman ; the courage of the first ages of the republic glowed m his 
breast; and, amidst the ruins of hi? countiw, he stood ereu> like .one 
of the firm and lofty colitfnns that re;?r their heads above the fragments 
of the Roman forum. The first days of his reign were consecrated to 
the purification and ‘removal of relics, to prayer^ and processions, and 
to all the solemn offices of religion, which served at least to heat the 
imagination, and restore the hopes, 0 ? the multitude. The public de- 
fence had been long neglected, not from the presumption of peace, blit 
fiom the distress and poverty of the times. As far as tfip scantiness 
of his toteans and the Shortness ofjjjwdciliue would allow, the ancient 
walls w8fe repaired by the command of Leo j fifteen towers, in the most 
accessible stations, were built or renewed ; two of these commanded on 
cither side the Tyber ; and an iron chain was drawn across the stream 
to impede the ascent of an hostile navy. The Romans were assured 0 f 
a shoit respite by the welcome news, that the siegt of Gacta had been 
raised, an l that a part* of the enemy, with their sacrilegious plunder, 
lud perished in the waves. 

But the storm, which ‘had been delayed, soon burst upon them with 
redoubled violence. The Agiabite, who reigned in Africa, and in* 
herited from his father a treasure and an army : a fleet of Arabs and 
Moors, jfter a short refreshment in the harbour of Sardinia, cast 
anchor before the mouth of Kie Tyber, sixteen ♦miles from the city ; 
and their discipline and number appeared to threaten, not a transient 
inroad, but a serious design of conquest %ix & m dominion, But the 
vigilance of Leo had (Ajp. 849) fomufil an ^Uiance with the vitwfttalfc of 
the Greek empire, the free and. maritime states of Gacta, Naples, and 
Amalfi $ and to the hour ctf danger* their galleys appeared to the putt 
of Ostia under the command of Caesaritfs, the son bf the Neapolitan 
duke, A noble and valiant youth, who had already vanquished toe fleets 
Of the Saracens. With his principal companions, Ctosuritm waa Invited 
* to the Lateran palace, and the dexterous pontiff affected to efiqirfre 
their errand, and to accept with joy and surprise their providential 
succour. The city * bunds, in arms, attended their father to C^stxa, 
where he reviewed and Messed his generous deliverers* They kissed 



THl RiW INI) i A1 f o* UTh $AKA( f \ J MPIhl I < 3 $ 

« 

his feet, receive. cl the communion with innti.il devotion, nml lisluud 
to the prayer of Leo, that the Mine God who had i ii t L u it< d St. Kkr 
and St Paul on tjic waves of the sca,Vould sticngthcn the lunds of 
fhs champions against the advoisaries of his holy name. Alter a 
similar prayer, and with equal resolution, the Moslems adv.mc ed 
the attack of the Christian galleys, which preserved their advantageous 
•station along the coi&t. The victory inclined to the side of the allies, 
when it was less gloriously decided in their favour by a sudden tempest,* 
which confounded the skill and courage of the stoutest maiinets. The 
"•^dstians were sheltered in a fncndly harboui, while the Afiicans * 
were scattered and dashed m pieces among the locks and islands* of 
an hostile shore. Those who escaped from shipwietk and hunger, 
neither found nor deserved mercy at the hands of their implacable 
puijuers* -The sword and the gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude 
of captives ; and the rejnahidcr was more usefully employed, to restore 
the sacred edifices which they haft attempted to subvtit. The pontiff, 

• at the head* of the cituens and allies, paid hfc graceful devotion at the 
shrines of theapostlSs; and, among the spoils of this naval victor), 
thirteen Arabian bows of puie and massy silver weie suspended round 
the altar of the fisherman of Galilee. By his liheiahtya colony of 
Corsicans, with their wives and children, wap planted in the station of 
Porto at thi? mouth of the Tibe^the falling city was rcsloret^fo'r tlu 11 
use, the fields and vineyards wcr£*divided arftong the new*Bottlei^ : 
their first efforts wcitf assisted by a gift of horses and cattle ; and the 
hardy exiles, who breathed levengc against the Saiacens, swore to live 
and die under the standard of St. Peter. 

The emperor Th^ophilus, son of Michael the Stammerer, was one * 
of the most active and high-spirited princes who reigned Constan- 
tinople during the middle age. In offensive or defensive war, he 
marched in person five times against the Satncens, formidable m Ins 
attack^ esteemed by the enemy in his lo^es and defeats. In" the*last 
of these expeditions he penetrated into Syria, and besieged the obscure 
town of Sozopetja j the casual birth-place of the caliph Motassem, 
Whose father Harun fas attended in pbfee or wat by the most favour- 
ite of his wives and concubines. The revolt ’of a Persian impostor 
employed at thfrt mottfenVthe anus of the Saracen, and he could only 
intercede in favour of*a place foi^ which he felt, and acknowledged some 
degree of filial affection. These solicitations determined the ertiperor 
to wound fate pride in so 4 sensible a p^rt. Sg/opctra was levelled with 

• the ground, the fey»Un 4 prisoneis were marked or mutilated with ig-* 
nom&ious cruelty* and a thousand female captives were forced away 
from the adjacent territory. Among those a matron of the house of 
AjbiM invoked, in an agony of despair, the name of Motassem ; and 
<U#ta$ultW» 0 f the Greeks engaged the honour of her kinsman to avenge* 
hfo indignity, and to answer her appeal. Under the reign of the two 
C^^bmhers, the inheritance of the youngest had been confined to 

I 
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Anatolia, Armenia, Geoigia, and Cn cassia; this frontier station had 
e\mised Ins xmhlai) t iknts ; ami amonsj 1ns accidental claims to the 
name ot Orfonarv, the most iftentonnus aic the u^ht battles 'which 
he gained or fought against the enemies of the Koian. In this pcf- 
oonal quarnl, the troops* of hak, Syua, and Fgypt, were lccniited 
from the tubes of Arabia and the Tuikisli hordes . his cavalry might 
lie numerous, though vve should deduct some myi£ads from the 130,000 
horses of the *0)ol stables 5 ahd the o* pence of the armament was 
computed at ^4,000, poo, or 100,000 pounds of gpld* I* rom Taisu^, 

‘ the place of assemldy, the Saracens advanced (A.a 83$) m thiee dwt’ 
s ufos along the high load of ConstanUnpple 1 Motassem himself com- 
manded the centre, and the vanguard was given to his son Abbas, 
who, m the trial of the first adventures, might suctecd with the. moie 
glory, or fail wfth the least reproach* In the rtvenge ofj^s injury, 
the caliph prepared to let* hate a snmlat affront. The father of Tnep- 
philus was a native of Ainormm in Ilirygia : the original scat of the 
Imperial house had v beeq adorned with puvileges and monuments; 
and whatever might be the indilietence erf the people, Constantinople 
itself was scuicdy of moic value m the eyes of the sovereign and his 
comt. The name of Amoiuum was msenbed on the shields of the 
Saracens ; and thur three armies were again united under the walls 
of tlm^iqvoted city. It had been prop ose 1 by the wisest "chunsellois, 

1 to Ovaovte Amoumn, fo remove tlWHnhabitaitts and to abandon the 
empty structures to the vain resentment outlie barbarians* The em- 
peror embraced the mote generous resolution of defending, in a siege 
and battle, the country of his ancestors. When the armies drew n&ir, 
t live fiont of the Mahometan line appeared to a Ropian eye more closely 
planted with spears and javdms ; but the event of the action was not 
gloi mus oh cithc r side to the national troops. The Arabs were brokeu, 
but it was b> the swords of 30,000 Persians, who had obtained service 
*md* ettlepicnt in the Uyfcahtmc empue. The Greeks warn repulsed 
and vanquished, but it was by the arrows of the Turkish cavalry j and 
had not their bow-strings been damped and iclaxejl by the evening 
rain* vei y few ol the Chri^tian^ Could have fcscajjffd with the emperor 
from the field of battle/ They breathed at Dortoum, at the distance 
of three days ; and TUcophilus, reviewing ]iis* trembfing squadrons, 
forgave the common flight both of tl^e prince and people* Aftefr this 
discovery of his weakness, he vainly hoped to deprecate the fate 1 of 
Amorium : the inescorable^cabffn rejected with contempt U$ primers 
and promises ; and detained the Kbroan .ambassador to be the wit- 
nesses pf his great revenge. Thc> Irnd nearly been, the witnesses of 
Ins shame, "ilic vigorous assaults of fifty-five days were endbuntered 
by a faithful governor, a veteran garrison, and a despot# people; 
* and the Saracens must have raised the siege, if a domestic tyfUter had 
not pointed to the weakest part of live wall, a place which was decor- 
ated with the statue? bf a bon and a bull, % The vow of Molassem 
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"accomplished with unrelenting rigour ; tired, rather than satiated, With 
destruction, he returned to his new palace of Samara, m the neigh- 
bourhood of Bagdad, while the unfot innate Theophilus implotcd the 
hardy and doubtful aid ol his Western rival the emperor of the Franks. 
Vet in the siege of Amorium above 70,00® Moslems had perished i 
their loss f Jmd>- been revenged by the slaughter of 30,000 Christians, 

* and the sutfciings ofoan equal number of captives, who were treated 
as the most atrocious crim 5 nal $4 Mutual necessity could sometime* 
extent the exchange or ransom of prisoners ; but in the national and 
***bgious conflict of the two empires, peace was without confidence, and' 1 
war without mefey. Quarter was seldom given in the field ; tWbse 
who escaped the edge of the sword were condemned to hopeless servi- 
twle^or exquisite torture ; and a Catholic emperor relates, with visible 
satisfaction, the execution of the jfUraccns of Crete, $bo were flayed 
alive, or plunged into caldrons of 1 boiling oil. To a point of honour 
Motassem had sacrificed a floflrhhiug city, two hundred thousand 
lives, and the property of millions. 1 lie supic caliph descended from 
his horse and dirtied his robe to relieve the distress of a decrepit old 
man, who, with his laden ass, had tumbled into a ditch. On which 
of these actions did he reflect with the most pleasure, when he was 
summoned by the angel of death ? 

With M^tossem, the cigljih of the Abbassides, the glory of Jii? family 
and nation expired. When th?Sfe.bian conqtfcrors had spi^id them- * 
selves over the E«*st, and were mingled with the servile crowds of 
Persia, Syria, and Egypt, they insensibly lost the freeborn and martjal 
virtues of the desert. The courage of the South is the artificial fiuit 
of discipline and prejudice ; the active power of enthusiasm had dc-« 
cayed, and the mercenary forces of the caliphs.wcre recruited in those 
climates of the North, of which valour is the hardy and spontaneous 
production* Of the Turks who dwelt beyond the Oxus and Jaxartes, 
the robust youths, either taken ih war, or purchased in ifado^weic 
educated in the exercises of the field, and the profession of the Ma- 
hometan faith. The Turkish guards Stood in arms round the throne 
of their benfcfactor* *pd their chiefs u&grped the dominion oh the palace 
and tbg* province^, Motassem, the first author of this dangerous 
example, introduced Thtjthe capital above 50,000 Turks : their licen- 
tious condtjet provoked the puldic indignation, and the quarrels of the 
soldiers and people indeed the caliph to •retire from Bagdad, and 
establish his own residence and the «nmp # of his Barbarian favourites 
at Samara on the Tigris, abput twfclte leagues above the city of Peach, 
His son Motawakkcl was a jealous and cruel tyrant : odious tq his sub* 
he Ckst himself on the fidelity of the strangers, and these strangers, 
ambitious and apprehensive,* were tempted by the rich promise of a 
revolution. At the instigation, or at least in the cause of his $oh, thef 
burst into his apartment at the lipur of supper, and the caliph was cut 
into seven pieces by the s&m<? swords which he had recently distq- 


I 
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buted among the guards of his life and throne. To this throne, yet 
streaming With a father's blood^MontaJfer v,as triumphantly led ; but 
in a reign of six months, he found only the pangs of srguijty conscience. 
If he wept at the sight of an old tapestry which represented the crime 
fend punishment of the soft of Chosrocs ; if his days Were abridged by 
grief and lemorse, wc may allow some pity to a parricide, who ex- 
claimed in the bitterness of death, tfyht fy* had lost both this world and * 
•the world to come. After this act of treason, the ensigns of royalty, 
the garment and walking-staff of Mahomet, were given and torn away 
’ by the foreign mercenaries, who in four years created, deposed, artCf 
murdered three commanders of the faithful. As often a$ the Turks 
were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice, these caliphs were diagged 
by the feet, exposed naked to the scorching sun, beaten with iron clubs, 
and compelled to purchase, by the abdication of their dignity, a 8lg>rl 
reprieve of inevitable fate.* At lengthy however, the fury of the tempest 
( a . d . 841—870) was spent or diverted : the Abbassides returned to the 
less turbulent residence oi Bagdad ; the insolence of the Turks was 
< uibed with a firmer and more skilful hand, and Their numbers were 
divided and destroyed in foreign warfare. But the nations of the East 
had been taught to trample on the successors of the prophet ; and the 
blessings of domestic peace were obtained by the relaxation of strength 
and discipline. So uniform are th<ypisdiuefs of military despotism, 
that I sewn to repeat tlfe story of tficprsetojiaifs of Rome. 

While the flame of enthusiasm was damped by the business, the 
pleasure, and the knowledge, of the age, it burnt with concentrated 
heat in the breasts of the chosen few, the congenial spirits, who were 
* ambitious of reigning cither in this world or in th$ next. How care- 
fully soevcf the book of prophecy had been sealed by the apostle of 
Mecca, the wishes, and (if we may profane the word) even the reason, 
of fanaticism, might believe that* after the Successive missions of 
Adam, rfoah, Abraham, Mo Jesus, and Mahomet, the same God, 
in the fulness of time, would reveal a still more perfect and permanent 
law. In the year 277 of the Hegira, and in th«^ neighbourhood of 
Ctifa, an Arabian preacher, of The name of Csrmath, assumed the 
lofty and incomprehensible style of the Guide, jjhe director, the De- 
monstration, the Word, the Holy Ghost, the* Gomel, the*Heraid of ‘the 
Messiah, who had conversed with button a bumaft shape, and th© re- 
presentative* of Mohamtrtcd the son of AU,*of St, John the Baptist, 
and of the angd Gabriel jto hfc.mystic volume, the precepts of thfe 
Koran were refined to a there spiritual sense; he* related the duties 
of aMuden, fasting, and pilgrimage ; allowed the indiscriminate bse 
of wine and forbidden food 5 and nourished the fervour of his disdpks 
by the daily repetition of fifty prayers. The idleness and ibridenk Of 
the rustic crowd awakened the attention of the magistratesfpf Cufet; 
a timid persecution assisted the progress # of the new sect; and the 
name of the prophet became more revered after his person HM been 
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yrtthdrawn! from the world* His twelve apostles dispersed themselves 
among the Bedouins, “a race of men," says Abulfeda, u equally devoid 
ofreason and of religion f atfd the success of their preaching seemed 
&> threaten Arabia with a new revolution. The Cattnathians were^ v 


ripe for rebellion (A.D. 890 — 951) since they disclaimed the title of 
the; house nf Abbas, and abhorred the worldly pomp of the caliphs of 
••Bagdad, They we^e susceptible of discipline, since they vowed a 
blind, and absolute submission to*their Tmaum, who was called to the 
prophetic office by .the voice of God and the people. Instead of the 
^ tithes^ he claimed the fifth of their substance and spoil ,* the most ' 
flagjtious sins were no more than the type of disobedience ; and fhe 
brethren were united and concealed by an oath of secrecy. After a 
bloody conflict, they prevailed (a.d. 900, &c.) in. the province of Bah- 
rein akjpg : -the r Persian Gulf: far and wide, the tribes, of, the desert 
to the sceptrdf or rattier to the sword, of Abu Said and his 
sod Abu Taher ; dbdthese rebellious 'imauins could muster in the field 


> 107*000 fanhtics, The mercenaries of the f .caliph were dismayed at 
th© approach of an dhemy who neither asked nor accepted quarter ; 
and the difference between then? in fortitude and patience, is express- 
ive of the change which three centuries of prosperity had effected 
ip th£j«character of the Arabians, Such troops were discomfited in 
every actlbd i ! the cities of Bacqa and Baajbec, of Cufa and ? Blssora, 
were taken and pillaged; Bagdad^as filled dith consternation ,* and 
tlm caKph tiombled Jbehincf the veils of his palace, Jh a daring in- 
road; beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher .advanced to the gates of the 
1 capital more*. than 500 horses By the special order of Moc- 

tadei^ thp vbridges jiad been broken down, and the person or head of - 
the^^was'.expw^d * of the faithful. 

HiS %uten^tj; frhm a ^motive <of fear ; ^,ojt::,pity, apprised Ab*h Taher of 
hiaiihmger ,. mi recommended a sp^y escape, * “ Your ma ster/ 1 said 
: the head .of 30,000 

> , ; 3 to his hosts" at the 

j \*£riand- to , ka» into the 


. 'a^cbpd'i to < leap into the 
* : ! a precipice. * They 

• imaum, rt ^hat 


the C^rmatteus waa - 
reridon to fit? worship of , toey 

and 20,000 devout Moslems w;^re : , aba^oi^;;pit' 

$&{a, death of hunger and . durst.}.;Aapther',yi^v they 

Abu jftta ,,at stani, \^k^w the ; sfci# 

ae-'-most venaabi® of Mahometan &ith. 

I steeps smmg^rs w^r; the 
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sacred precincts were polluted by the burial of 3000 dead bodies ; the 
well of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the golden spout wa§ forced 
from its place ; the veil of the 'Caaba was divided, .^imong these irti- 
,1 plops sectaries ; and the black stone, the first monument of the natiorf, 
«Was borne away in triumph to their capital. After this deed of sacri- 
- Ipge and cruelty, they continued to infest the confines* of Jrak, Syria, 
and JSgypf ; but the vital principle of enthusiast# had withered at the* r 
.root Their scruples or their avariqp again opened the pilgrimage of 
Mecca, and restored the black stone of thb Caaba ; and it is needless 
0 to inquire' into what factions' they were broken, or by Whose swoide*"' 
they word finally extrpat&L The sect of the Gafrmathians maybe 
considered >$ die second viable cause of the decline and fall of the 
eippirhofi the caliphs. ■*. : *'• '-Vi’ -v''’* 1 '', *.<• 1 

The thijrd and most obvious cause was tfie weight mnd magpitude of 
the empire itself. The caliph Ahnimon might ^rpirdly fastoh that it 
was easier for him to rule the East and the West; than to manage a 
chess-board of two |cet square ; yet I suspect, that in bpth those , 
games, he was guilty of many fatal mistakes ; and l perceive, that in 
the distant provinces, the authority ok the first and most powerful of 
the Abbassides was already impaired. The analogy of despotism ink 
vests the representative with the full majesty of the prince j the divK 


tration of civil government Ho who is bfirh in ^ie purpleds seldom 
worthy to reign ; but the elevation of a private man, of n peasant p^ 
haps, or a slave, affords a strong presumption of his cduta^O'/and 
, capacity. The viceroy of a remote kingdom aspires tosecurethepto- 
perty and inheritance 0/ his precarious trust $ the nations must rejoice 
in the presence of their sovereign ; and the command of armies afcd 
treasures are at pneq thp object apd the instrument of bk ambhipm 
A change was scarcely visible as long as the 4 ieutehinfs 
were content with, .their ' 

‘ w^ptiar their soin« 'jgWft 

' of /thd Pf /$«*'¥; tJ 

eaercisife decide/ 

the '^er»We ; .' rymd w; L 

df-’tlscii.goyeinm^^ 
magnificence. ■ ■■ 



, ;After:tM^olt,of; Spain,' from# 

; %f the Abi&ssides, ; ^ 

pr^viat».of : .^g^i.' "• Ibragim, rrr j ^g^ r - 
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'bites (a.D. 800 — 941) the inheritance of his name and power. The in* 
dotence or policy of the caliphs dissembled the injury and loss, and 
plirsued only wit^poison the founder oT the Edrisites (a.b. 829 — 907), 
h?ho erected the kingdom and city of Fez on the Shores of the Western 
ocean. In the East, the first dynasty was that of the Taker it es 
(a.d. 813— 3872}; the posterity of the valiant Taher, who, in the civil 
♦wars of the sons of Marun* had sowed with toamudh zeal and success 
the cause of Almamon the,, younger brother. He wa? sent into hon- 
ourable exile, to command on the banks of the Oxus ; and, the inde- 
pendence Of his successors, who reigned in Chorasan till the fourth 
generation, was phlliated by their modest , and respectful demeanour, 
the happiness of their subjects, and the security of their frontier. 
They* were supplanted by one of those adventurers so frequent in the 
annals pf who left his trade of a brazier ($om whence the 

name of J Sajfyridct) ;SA>, \872-- 962), for tV profession df a robber. 
Ih a nocturnal visit to the treasure of* the prince of Sistan, Jacob, the 
son of Leith, stumbled over a lump of salt, whicji he unwarily tasted 
with his tongue. Salt, among the Orientals, is the symbol of hospi- 
tality, and the « pious robber immediately retired without sped or 
damage. The discovery of this honourable behaviour recommended 
Jacob «to pardon and trust,; he led an army at first for his benefactor, 
at last foj+hlmself, subdued Persia, and threatened the residencePof the 
Abbassides. On his »march towards Bagdad, the conqueror was 
arrested by 4 fever* He f> gave audience in bed to the ambassador of 


the Caliph s and beside him On a table were exposed a naked scymet^r, 
a crust of bn>wn bread, and a bunch of onions, # If I die, ,s said he, 
your- master is delivered from his fears. If I live, this must deter- , 
mine between, us. ,; ff I am vanquished, I can. return without reluct- 
ance to the homely fare of my youth." From the height where he 
st^^'the descent would n ot have been so sof^ or harmless ; a timely 
' hi* PWtt repose and that of ( the caliph, who paid* with 
' lavish, concessions the retred? of his brother Amrou to the 

jiiA^ t < . / 't'hte; were too feeble to 

fb&tehd^ to forgive; : they hiinted the powerful dynasty of 

* ,wh<i $&&& ttte Oxu$ with 10,000 
\ thfHr^s^maps'. wi&reVof '"vqod ; so; brave, that they 
• ‘theVSb&irian army* eight times q^ore numerous than t%tk , 

Amro* ' was sent; in chains, a grateful: offering 
the .victor dnjur content with 

1 aad'dkiprasarf, the reatms of: Persia •t&mffi.'iilt 

of the caliphs. The province. 
dismembered by their Turkish, skives,' of the; race,' 
and fhskid(A&. 934—968). These Barbaria^ . 
i& ^gymmd manners the countrymen of Mahdmet, emerged Troi^ ■ 

’ of the palace Jo a provincial comm^hi And nn in- 

their navies became famous Sit id formidable in their 
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time ; but the founders of these two potent dynasties confessed, either 
in word® or actions, the vanity of ambition, The first on his death* 
bed implored the mercy of God' to a sinner, igaorai^ of the limits of 
his own^power : the second, in the midst of 400,000 sbjdiers and, 890 c 
ipneealed from ewery human eye the chamber where he at- 
tempted to sleep. Their sons were educated in the uices^of kings ; 
and both Egypt and Syria were recovered and p assessed by the Ab* - 
>asside$ during, an interval # thirty ye^rs. In the decline of their 
empire, M^ofmtamia, wiih the important cities of Mosul and Aleppo, 
•Hvas occupied (a*Tk 892 ^ 1001 } by the Arabian princes of the tribe gt* 
poets pf their court could repeat ^without a blush, 
(hat nature had formed their countenances for beauty, tongues 
for e}m|uence, and their hands for liberality and *' fojt the 
genuinetale oiKke elevation and reign of the; iicm&d&fitfes, exhibits 
a scene of treachery, murder, and, parricide^,* fiiifaip samc fatiLjl pcf idd, 
the Persian kingdom was again usurped by the dynasty of pe 
Bowides (a, 0 . 933 ^ 1005 ), by the sword of three brothers, who, under ' 
various names, were styled the support and columns of the state, and 
who, from the Caspian sea to the ocejin, would suffer, no tyrants but 
themselves; , Under their reign, the language anti, genu#. of Persia 
revived, and the Arabs, 304 years after the death of wer^ , 

deprived of the sceptre of the East. '>* ' 

Radhythe twentiethaof the Abb*s£cles, and vr the thirty-ninth of the 
successors of Mahomet, was the - last who ‘•deserved tWtitte of 
936 , &c>) commander of the faithful : the last (says ^bujfeda) who 
spoke to the people, or conversed with the learned s die last wh<ty in 
t the expence of his household, represented the wealth and magnificence 
1 of the ancient caliphi ; AlW him, thi ; 
reduced t® the most abject misoy^ and exposed to the ‘hioiyS' ^nd 
insults of a senile conditio^vTjbfft^olt of the 'ptovSncescin^toSf^d / 
theiiv^ominlons Ngdad i but that 'capit^>®idph- : ' 

tained an. ■ 

’ tentdd 'pyi , 

treasury w^***^* ^ iftitfAi* 'i*«> wii* ^ ma«i 1 1 


of nafions.\ , Their idleness % 
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sovereigns, and violated the sanctuary of the mosque and harem* If , 
the caliphs escaped to the camp or court of any neighbouring prince, 
tKeir deliverahc&ajuas a change of servitude, till they were prompted 
bV despair to invite the Bowides, the sultans of Persia, who silenced 
the factions of Bagdad by their irresistibly arms. The civil and n 
military p<^vei% were assumed by Moezaldowlat, the second of the 
"three brothers, and append of £60,000 was assigned by his generosity 
for the private expense of the conjmander of the faithfpl But on thc^ 
fortieth day, at the audience of the ambassadors of Chorasan, and in' 
^ the presence of a trembling multitude, the caliph was dragged from 
his throne to & duhgeon, by the command of die stranger, and she 
rude hands of his Dilemites. His palace was pillaged) his eyes were 
put out, and the* mean ambition of the Abbassides aspired to : the 
va<^nt;Sf^tion of danger and disgrace. In the school df adversity, the 
luxurious caliphs resumed the gdave and abstemious virtues of the 
primitive times, despoiled of their* armour and silken robes, they 
» fasted, the? played, they studied ' the Koran and the tradition of the 
Sonnites; thky performed with zeal and knowledge, the functions of 
their ecclesiastical character. The respect of nation^ still waited on 
, the successors of the apostle, the oracles of the law and conscience of 
thefafchful ; And the weakness or division of their tyrants sometimes 
restored thh Abbassides tc» the sovereignty of Bagdad. But their 
misfortunes had been embittered \>y the triumph of the Fatjipites, the 
. real of spunous progeny of AIL Arising from the extremity of Africa, 
these successful rivals extinguished, in Egypt arid Syria, both 
spiritual and temporal authority of the Abbassides ; and the monarch 
of the.fiile insul^the humble pontiff on the banks of the Tigris* 

Iji the decUmhg age of the calip^in the ^century which elapsed ' 
JUfttf the^airiof ThfeophHus and Motassetn, 1 hostile trax&actions of 
$fc tWp batons were confined to some .inroads by sea and land, the 
. i ' jfealat#.: c# /tfieir;. cloto -'ytetojtjr But the 

S fyyrid ' w&* ;cdd&lsed and broken, the Greeks ^ere roused 
I'iibm ^^tiquest and revenge. 

f .indue ; empi| 0 ; bf'the Basilian* race, had 

; with their 

jl;dnt^{ sbmb ; #hose i; rear was assaulted 

' . add: .'br hi* national foes pf th 4 liikhometan faiths \Tbfe ’ 


■ station of great domestic, ; or general. Of ' I# } 

' fi&nd ofCrete,and extirpated thenest of pirateSwiho had 

.. ’ impMflity,<he ttajesty oftheempire. ' . 

displayed fa the conduct and success of the e»terpra*£ 
^-*0. oftea 'Med witti, Sa^cea* 
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which he cast from the vessels to the shore. Seven months were con* 
sumed in the siege of Candia ; the despair of the native Cretans wps 
stimulated hy the frequent; aid 4 * of their brethren of* Africa and Spaiq; 
and, aftpr the massy wall and double ditch had been stormed by the 
Greeks, an hopeless conflict was still maintained in the streets and 
, houses of the city* The whole island was subdued in the capital, and^ 
a submissive people accepted, without resistance, the baptism of the 
^ conqueror, Constantinople applauded 41 the long-forgotten pomp of a 
triumph.;' but the imperial, diadem was the sole,, reward that could 
k repay the services, or satisfy the ambition, of Nicephorus. *** 

5 \fter jthp death of the younger Romapus, the fourth in lineal descent 
C)f ;tKe ‘^aSilian race, his widow Theophania successively married 
M^phoifju^ Phocas and his assassin John Zimisces, the two heroes 
(4Up. 963-^7^ of the age. They reigned ; as the guardians and 
colleagues of her infant rsons ; ana the tnfclve years of their military 
command form the most splendid period of the Byzantine annals. 
The subjects and confederates, whom lin y led to war, appeared, at 
least in the eyes of an enemy, 200,00a strong ; and of these about 

36.000 were armed with cuirasses : 'U tiam of 4000 mules attended 
their march; and their evening camp was regularly fortified with an 
enclosure of iron spikes. A series of bloody and undecisive cbmbats 
is notlfiqg more than an antacipation^f what would have been effected 
in a few *rears by the dburse of nature ; byt T shall briefly prosecute 
the conquests of the two emperors from the hjlls of Cappadocia to the 
desert of Bagdad. The sieges of Mopsuestia and Tarsus in Cilicia 
first exercised the skill and perse veram e of their troops^ on whom, at 
this moment, t shall not hesitate to be^ow the nqpie of Romans. In 
the double city of Mopsuestia, which is divided by the river Sarttjs, 

200.000 Mbslems were predestined to ‘death or slavery, a surprising 
degree of population, Wh^cK must at least include the inhabitants 6 f 
the dependent districts, They were surrounded and taken by assart } 
but Tarsus^ was reduced by the slpw prdgreW of famine ; and no stojohefc 

, find' the Saracens yielded on honourable jfmns thatyhgy werc'jtnbt^l^. - 
by fhe distant and improfitable^-Ciew df the riavaJ : Succours of 
They whlf a 'sam;'abnd‘tiff ‘to 'the .confines of 
paithf th-tf tm^er their <amimoh;4 1 
the v^can^fl&btotlqns' by a' new colony. / ^he 

mbsqtie was converted ^iritjC a ' stable t^e, 'pulpit was ddiv.fapd.tp; tins 1 

' ’gems* the appils'^Aiia^u 
chdrch^% ! !ihado ‘pifeiing tf > 

' he farahs^>rted 'the; gates ’ of ' 

'■ qf Cbnstati’tipople^ an ' 

iflitWi vic^iry. s ■; After they h&# 

mount 'A&iatas,: the ' two Romhn ' j^noeS; ,; ;rep^atpdly c^r|8^iiie|r' ,< 
feftrtht ihto' thp;h^airt“df 'Syria/;. „oC 

' th^j’hfewhi^ jpr' , superdatioa ; ; o^: ^i8eph6rtt$ : * 
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' respect the ancient metropolis of the Fast : lie contented himself with 
drawing round the city a line of cncumvaUation ; left a stationary 
army ; and instructed liis ticulenant to expect, without impatience, the 
•return of spring* But in the depth of winter, in a dark and rainy night, 
an adventurous subaltern, with 300 soldier* approached the rampart, 
applied hjs sealing-ladders, occupied two adjacent towers, stood firm 

► against the pressing of multitudes, and bravely maintained his post 
till he was relieved by tbp'larfl), though effectual, support of his 
nluctant chief. The first tumult of slaughter and rapine subsided; 
the icign of Caesar and of Christ was restored; and the efforts of 

100.000 Sarac ens*, of the armies of Syria and the fleets of Afric, Were 
consumed without eff< 1 1 before the walls of Antioch. The royal city 
of yyeppo was sublet to Seifeddowhit, of the dynasty of Hamadan, 
who cloudpd his past glor> b> the pre< ipitate retreat \?hieh abandoned 
his kingdom and capital v* the Kdman invaders. In his stately palace 
that stood without the walls of Aleppo, they joyfully seized a well- 
fur ui slied magazine* of nr 11 . a stable of 1 tpo n^ules, and 300 bags of 
silver and gold. Bet the w d U of the city withstood the strokes of 
their baltci mg-rams ; and tac*besiegas pitched their tents on the 
neighbouring mountain of Jaushan. Then retreat exasperated the 
quarrri of the townsmen and mercenaries ; the guard of the gates and 
ramparts* Was deserted ; ni^l, while they furiously cliarged tycfi other 
in the marketplace, tl^y \mo surprised and destroyed by ihc sword 
of a common enemy. Thi male sex was exterminated by the sword ; 

10.000 youths w>ore led into captivity; the weight of the precious spoil 
exceeded the strength and imber of the beasts of burthen ; the 
superfluous remainder was bin 11 1 ; and, after a licentious possession of- 
ten day**, the Romans marched away from the naked and bleeding 
city. In their Syrian inroads they commanded the husbandmen to 
cultivate their lands, that they themselves, „ in the ensuing season, 
anight reap the benefit : more than an hundred cities were reUmred to 
obedience ; and eighteen pulpits of the principal mosques were com* 
patted to the flames to expiate the sacrilege of the disciples of Ma- 
homet The cla£sifc names of Hierajtfdis, Apamca, and Kmesa, revive 
for a moment in the list of conquest : 3 te empferor Zimis* cs encamped 
in the Farodis* of Datna$cn% And accepted the ransom of a submissive 
people t and the torumt whs only stopped by,the impregnable fortress 
of Tripoli, on the sea-coast of Phoenicia. Since the days of Heraclius, 
the Euphrates, below the passage Mount Taurus, had beiSn im- 
pervious, and almost inusihfp, to tfte* Creeks. The river yielded a fret 
passage to the victorious Zimisces ; and the historian may imitate the 
speed with which he overran the once famousr cities of Samosata, 
Edessa, Martyropolis, Anaida* and*Nisibis, the ancient limit of the 
etflpire inwthc neighbourhood of the Tigris, His ardour was quickened? 
by the desire of grasping the virgin treasures^ of Ecbatana, a well- 
known name, under which* the Byzantine writer has concealed the 

1 10 
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capital of the Abbassides. The consternation of the fugitives had 
already diffused the terror of his name ; but the fancied riches of 
Bagdad had already been dissipated by the avarice nhd prodigality of 
domestic tyrants* The prayers of the people, and the stem demands 
of the lieutenant of the Bolides, required the caliph to provide for the 
defence of the city. The helpless Mothi replied that® hi© arms, his 
revenues, and his provinces, had bcjtn ^orn from This hands, and that 
he was ready to abdicate a dignity- which he was unable to support. 
The emir was inexorable ; the furniture of the palace was sold ; and 
*the paltry pried of 40,000 pieces of gold was instantly consumed in 
private luxury. But the apprehensions, of Bagdad’ were relieved by 
the retreat of the Gi ‘cks : thirst and hunger guarded the desert of 
Mesopotamia $ and the emperor, satiated with glory, and ladeiv with 
Oriental spoils , < 9 returned to Constantinople, and displayed, in ,Uis 
triumph, the silk, the aronatics, anci three hundred myriads of gold 
and silver, Yet the powers of the East had been bent, not broken, by 
this transient hurrierne. After the departure of the Creeks, the 
fugitive princes returned to their capitals; the '’subjects disclaimed 
their involuntary oaths of allegiance ; the Moslems again purified their 
temples, and overturned the idols of the saints and martyrs; the 
Nestor jans and Jacobites preferred a Saracen to an orthodox master ; 
and the ©umbers and spirit of thp^ Meld Ues were inadequate to the 
support of the church arfd state* Of these expensive conquests, Antioch, 
with the cities of Cilicia and the isle of Cyprus, was alone restored, a 
permanent and useful accession to the Roman empire. 
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The Narrative of Simon Ockt.ey, which Edward Gibbon has charac- 
terised as instructive, and his translations of Arabic Ml>&, as 
‘learned and spirited/ wake his Hi&Wy.of the Saracens a fitting 
sc<j$el to nlmt has been offered in this volume from Gibbon’s 
great woilc 



SIMON OCKLEY was born at Exeter in 1678 ; sent in 1693, to 
Qaeen'sCdllege, Cambridge, where be took the degrees in Arts, and 
became Bachelor ih DiVinity,# paving taken orders he, was pre- 
sented to the Vicarage of Swavesey, near Cambridge ; and, in 1711, he 
was chosen Arabic Brofessor of the University of Cambridge. 

OcKLEtf had early devoted his talents to the culture of Oriental 
languages, having published various works about them, but the book 
which # has ^iven him reputation was his History of the Saracens, which 
he was atVst pains in collecting materials for, residing long art Oxford, 
that he might consult tSe Arabic MSS., which are preservSd in the 
Bodiekh library. * 

'Sttyfrtf OCKLEY married early, was soon burthened with a family, 
he knew little .of economy, and suffered all the pains of poverty; dying . 
August 9, 1730, 
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Xhe Arabians, a people as little taken notice of by the»Greek and Roman 
authors, as could.be well supposed, considering their nearness, and the 
extent of their country, have, since the time of Mahomet, rendered 
themselves so very considerable, both by their drms and learning, that 
the understanding their affairs seems no less; if nOt more necessary 
than the being acquainted with the history of ^ny people i^Mtsoevhr, 
who have flourished since/he declension of the Roman Empire : Nbt 
only because they have had as great men, and performed as,consider~ 
able actions, as any other nation under heaven ; but, what is of more con* 
cem to us Christians/ because they were the firstj. ruin of the eastern 
church. ( ' ' . ' ! ' , 

It might reasonably have been expected, that the Greeks, who bore 
the greatest share of that grievous calamity, and whose vices and 
divisions, it is to be feared, bought it upon the Christian world, should 
have tafcep particular care to have given a just account of it. * Whereas, 
oh the contrary, they have been as jejune and sparing in this particu- 
lar, as any tolerable historian could have been sup|^sed/ttlatingo»^t^ 
ters at a much greater distance. Nht to enumerate a catalogue of their 
defects, I shall content myself with producing the wprd$ of pa#!, in- 
genious author, who was very well aware of toe imperfections of Aft, 
^Greeks with relation to this history, and fully express the trUO sCnse,6f 
that matter in these words : This (says he) in substance is the accodhf 
of those wirs, and the beginning of the Saracenical Empire, left ti4 Wy 
the Grecian writers of age, who are iu$tly to be accused fof their 
succinctness and obscurity, id a subject that deserved to bg miorie \ 
piously handled ; for undpubtediy it must heeds have been varioashs 
well as surprising jn its circjoh'simujesj containing no less tym 
duihg whole nations, alterih# ^uri|nt ^verismentsrahd introducim* hi' 
hew See df hf&hrsf in tSij % h$flfing more just ' th#i jgit 

observation, .{fad ; Wtfe expect 

who compile bistott^’bf fte :v Sarahens .out of the Byzantlhe hfetoriahsK 
I was no aboitjM^obh^p^^f having, study 

language, ; ; : i fbr «he reading. 

I had a great ^communicating 

hitherto unlmohm jhtstoiy td thoVofld; being 
w^hder>^'hbdoem,' : ^at>' cohsidfeg thV multitude, of 4Wf S 

, which Hie last age produced, itvhhonld ha^re been sd 
But % epheeite the’ hea$bh of that tohaye beeh/beebuse ;; 

jho'wejfe masters of the Arabicfc MMk' have been otfe'em9f; ? i%; 
^ployed, 'and 'Spehl'fheir' time' itt'pavjjtg the t wa^W' ‘ 

; <?V " ' * <4 f £aehard's Roman 3 oyA.x». 
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lishing such books as were absolutely necessary in order to the attain- 
ing a competent skill in that difficult language: Others, who have not 
been sufficiently acquainted with that nation, have entertained too 
jnean an opinion of them, looking upon them as mere barbarians, which 
- mistaken notion of theirs, has hindered all farther enquiry. 

, As for thosp great men who first restored that learned, copious an*d 
elegant language \jl this last age to us Europeans ; I mean Erpenius, 

* Giggeius, Golius, Sumita, antj on\ incomparable Dr* Pocock ; it is not 
to be expressed how much .we are indebted to them for their learned 
labours, without which the Arabick tongue would still have been inac- 
cessible to us. But since there arc other persons of a quite different 
taste, who, for want of due information, have conceived a wrong ^opi- 
nion of the, Arabians ; it will 'not be amiss, before we give a particular 
account of our present undertaking, to speak something -concerning 

■ tha$*geoj$e. ; '' 1 ■ , 1 * • . * 

•Beta** M&homet’s. time they ^ere idolaters. They were always a 
warlike people,; seldom being at peace eithe# with one another or their 
neighbours. They were divided into two sorts : soibe of them living 
in, tdwn$ and villages, others having no .fixed, settled habitations, 
lived In tents, and temoved fromone part of the country to another, 
according as. their necessities compelled, or conveniences invited them. 
Tbeircmef excellency consisted in breeding and managing horses, and 
the u§e of bows, swords, and lances: Their learning lay wholly in their 
poetry, to Which their genius did chiefly incline them. Mahomet ancl 
his successors soon rooted But idolatry, and united those jarAng tribes 
ip the. profession, of r^w superstition, which he pretended to have 
repeived by inspiration from Goa, delivered to him immediately by the 
angel Gabriel. • - .■ ‘ ' ' , . 

For about two hundred years, little else was minded but war, except 
wh${ . concerned the interpretation of the Alcoran, and the sects and* 
divisions arnong thBmselves upon that account which daily multiplied 
and increased upon them • But there was, as yet, no Curiosity of in- 
quirih^.ihto, foreign learning, nor desirq of being acquainted with the 
arts, and. sciences., * Attest, m Almamdun’s rtign. who was the twenty- 
tcVifenth, ,Miah'b|b^t, and was inaugurated Caliph in the ipg^ear of 

• Tlegirah (A J 2 . / 813), feamitig b%an to be cultivated to a Very 

' degree ' astronomy And in order 

. fopirbmqte'it, that qoble Caliph gpafbf no cost, either to piWcure such 
^^,.;b0bks '$* were serviceable to that purpose, or* to encourage 
legriifcd x&i} fo the study pf them* ."Nor aid the sagacity and applica- 
Ipgsbiops penetrating pebme :ih ' the least disappoint the 
heif,mumfice!jt beiiftactor 5 .their progress in learning., after 
ice ^pteired upon it* seeming hb le$& wonderiht than tWt 
.. .1$ for in a few year* time rfhey had pleh^'iqf''& 
F.GiMfc, not only mathematicians 
ybqtanists and physicians. ^V^ich' 'lovd'pl ( , ^ ^ ^ 

- *«•- --- *'“ i ‘ ****-*- ^ **■ ’ hout jflbft' wfi 

.JSgfeat m^ymiive^ti^ 3 

^learning was, quite lost in these westerp oar 
l&.hJoorS, to whom what phSosophy was uitdersto 
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tians was owing, Creek not being understood in this part of the world 
till the taking of Constantinople by the Turks, which Was in the year 
1453, At which time several learned Greeks escaping? with their libra- 
ries, and doming westward, that language was restored : Our forme; 
philosophers and schoolmen having contented themselves with Latin 
trattslatiOhs, not only of Averroes, Alpharabius and Alga^Ui, and other 
Mahpinetatin- authors, but also of Aristotle and- other philosophers,,, 
which translations pf Greek authors not made out of the original 
Greek, but out of the Atabick versions which were immediately trans- 
lated from' the Greek < # 

« Had they, after having taken the pains to learn the Greek tongue, 
with e^ualiCare applied themselves to the historians, ’ns they did to the 
philosophers ; and studied Herodotus, Thucydides;, Xenophon, and such 
other masters of correct writing as that language cphld have affo/ded 
them ; we might have expected from them a succession of historians 
worthy to write those great actions which have.btoW perfornKfed amotig 
them. But they never turned their thoughts that-way, studying Greek 
only for the sake of the Sciences, *an<f not valuing either that Of any 
other language in respect of their own. Which, though it must be 
granted, is extremely fine and copidus, so as to aftord words sufficient 
to treat handsomely upon any subject* whatsoever, is not sufficient of 
itself, any more than any other language to make a man an author. 

The great esteem Which I have for the Eastern learning, xnak^s me 
heartily wish that we had not too much cause to comtuayi of otpr 
arabick historians, they not having regard tb the due qualiflcationjS of 
an historian, but telling* things after a carqJesS manner, and 
their works with a great many trifling materials, another rimes jtpglrig 
upon words, and to show the copiousness of their language, aha variety 
of expression, spinning out a slender matter of fact into a long stpry. 
So that it is a work of difficulty to folio# or compile these authors, 
'Which nevertheless deserves very well to be unaertaken, and Wju 
abundantly wtecompenseThe pains, at least of the reader. * 

For in these authors is contained an account of all the mp$t teraar^ 
able actions done in the and qtfe partk for above one thousand 

years. Haring 'which space ot time Asia and Africa have* been the 
■ ■ scene of as great performances as- ever they Were-.. in the, tictie'vof' tie 
' Roman Empire,, to which, that ^aracehs was. 

'^qtiaik Awf certainly* 
things, more fnquhed " 
come &£« - ■ > v! * v-\ 

It were most h^rtdy lo be we t 

of the ,^Fall of 'the 


Saracens was. in many respect*, 
bf pity, that we 
f 1 ' since they. may be 


It wo. t 
' ah&rin 


1S.5 and what gr^af m^r;| 
be very wrft'dbT™ 


fie ^ahometi 'of 

•»«> wiy specimen^ * r * > , ^ 

t ought, md^ed' to bave' began wil&t the,iife of JMPahome^ 


■ •sem'tho hmijier^Sth 1 ^ sjpe$mem 



; of Norwich ; Ip which life, besides what does mimedtatsely >v 
;'i;Wm<nhcVs axe. &ftrspcjfce& 
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known (by any person that is desirous to be acquainted with the 
history of the East), Which I have not repeated in my bool?, but sup- 
posed to be alrea\&y known to^the read& : proceeding to write the lives 
dV the three immediate successors of Mahomet, in which the reader 
will plainly see by what steps, and from how small beginnings, that, 
once contemptible people rose to such a formidable greatness. 
fi ** In order to proseckfe my design, after I .had made such a draught 
out of Elmaktn, Abuipharagiue and Eutychius, as the scantness of my 
materials would afford, I waS' obliged to go to the 1 Bodleian Library,* 
which is, without question, the best furnished with oriental manu- ^ 
scripts of any in Europe* For besides a great number of the best 5 
authors purchased 'by the University of Oxford, out of the studies* of 
Dr. Hyde, Dr. Huntington, and Dr, Pocodk, not to mention Mr. 
Samuel Clark's, Gravity's, or SeldeiVs ; there is ah invaluable collec- 
tion given Archbishop Laud, but his princely munificence having 
bedh at ^prodigious expence to restore oriental learning; in those 
Northern climates, both by* purchasing suchSn excellent collection of 
authors in that kind, and encouraging men of abilities to apply them- 
* selves that way, canngt, without the greatest ingratitude, be passed by 
in silence, by any one that has any due regard to oriental learning. 
It was among the manuscripts of that reverend prelate that I found 
the best cojpy (MSS. Laud, Num, A. a 8) of that author, which I have 
here ehdea.vou red to make speak English, and of whom I am now going 
to give an recount. % ® 

His name is Abu Abdallah Mohammed Ebn, Omar Alwdltfdi. At 
what time he lived 1 have not yet found any information, nor *could I,' 
by the diligent readirfg of him, make any observation by which I could 
give a probable guess. Perhaps the publishing an** author without 
giving an account of his age, v -may seem to some readers to require &ri 
apology ; but I woul^L desire such to consider, that the case is not the , 
same in these studies as It is in. Greek and Latin : In which there is 
such plenty of excellent editions of most authors easy to become at ; 
atifd^ish numbers of critics, dictionaries, chtonologers, and copious 
Indexep ; i^at a man (though ho, great scholar? that does but know how 
tp WtfeC use of a book when he has it, knSty be almost sure of finding 
he. lodks 'for.; But, alas 1 the case Is vastly different here ; we 
’haye/'^ct^jUst as it »were learned the j " 

than the i 




and , if we will know 
of the language, •we must 


Lusty manuscript^ J’juiqAdut translation, without index; 


U^ attpg^her of thqfe» helps which facilitate other studies. 


, it is most certain 
■act which he relates. 



of it,’ as he that lives but at 2 po yearjdiStahch^ ;Thb# v' 
^hhfthem obliged to take upon trust, and if there., tie' no loss; r" 1 " 
rihdb' during that interval, he that writes latest is as crCdibk ■ 
„^J$Sh as the first? / ‘ / ' :7 

Brides, the particulars relating to the first ris£ of kingdoms and 
generally obscure 1 . The reason of which is, because arms 
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take place first, and a government must be Well established, heford 
learning can get room to breathe in it. Wherefore in these cases, it is 
allbwed by all, that those accounts which have b&m handed down 
from time to time, and received by the best judges, ought to be looked 
upon as tttithcntick ; nor was there ever any person yet that enquired 
after the age of Livy, in order to know how far he might be accounted 
ap competent relator of what was done in the rciyz&s of Romulus and 
Numa iWpilius. ,* l 

, In these cases it is, as that excellent author very well observes, 
fame? rerum standum etf, utt certain derogat vetustas fidetn : When a 
long interval of time has set things at too great a distance, we must be 
content with the current report, and rest satisfied wkh the best account 
we can get However that Author consults his own reputation, and 
his readers' satisfaction most, who does not without distinction set 
down every thing he meets with, but us£s as much caution as thb cir- 
cumstances of the matter will admit. Our auolior Alwdkid? hastfot 
been wanting in this p^ticular. Sometimes he ushers in a story 
after this manner, 4 1 have been infoftned by a credible person*’ In 
rnother place he say% 4 V{c are informed by Moses Ebn Asem, who 
had it from Jonas Ebn Abdo’llali, who had it fcom his grandfather 
kbdoVrahm&n Ebn Aslam Arribii, *vho was in the wars of Syria/ 
[Page 214). In that place where he gives an account Of Derar and 
some others, who were put into chests at Arreftn, he says, 4 1 was 
informed by Ahmed AlmaUn Aijorhami, who had it from Raphtfa Ebn 


Kais Al&piri, wlio had it from Saiph Elfl Jahalah Alchatgaiui, who 
tiad it fidm Thabet Eon Alkamah, who said* he was present at the 
tetion/ These expressions (not to insinuate that they may afford a 
lint to guess at the age of the author), are most evident proofs that he 
vas as careful as he could, neither to be imposed upon himself, nor to 
leceive his reader* And though there are a great many such like 
expressions dispersed throughout his whole wofk, yet I have Hot 
bought fit to intermix them in the history, because it is such a different 
vay uom what we are used to. However, I thought it necessary to 
jive a taste of it here fot*the vindication of my author* And certain it 
s, thSt such thing* a$ these, my of less consideration, were thought a 
jood defence of Herodotus against Plutarch's objections, by no less a 
icrsan than the learned Stephens. 

Alwtfkidi's design was not rewrite the life of any particular Caliph, 
mt to give an account <of the conquest of Syria,* I should haVe been 
wry glad if he had given me an opportunity of comparing him with 
ome noble Greek or Latin historian, but lift manner Of writing Will 
mt Mlow it He is chieHy valuable fSr tfns^thatf we find materials In 
um which we have ho Where e|jc, and he is not so sparing of tiMuh, 
mt there is liberty enoughs pick and chuse. How I have succeeded 
n this performance X must submit to the judgment of the learned 
euder * only taking the liberty to say, that though I have not ■Hrpn- 
icribed my author in every particular, yet I have dofie Witt hO MBwy 
n any thing that I have related ; nor have I taken a liberty of wntyng 
ratelessly, m hopes of being secure from discovery (the language ftm 
>emg generally understood), but have used the same dihgctM* a# l 
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tfrould have done, were I sure that every one of my readers would 
instantly have collated my book with the manuscripts. 

The Archbishops copy which I chiefly used is 250 years old ; being 
written in the year 'of the Hegirah 863, A.D. 1458. There is another 
copy of it among Dr. Pocock r s MSS. D’Hcrbelot says thcic is one in 
the King of France his library, which are all that I know of in Europe. 

I have, a%oqdasion served, made such use of other authors that wore 
. for my purpose, as thti shortness of«the time I could allow mv self at' 
Oxford would permit Alwdkidi wYit also a history of^the Conquest 
of /Egypt, which 1 have not met with ; otherwise my account of that 
matter might have been more compleat. All that 1 can say is, that I 
have done what 1 cpuld ; and if this small beginning shall be a meaps 
to excite any person of greater abilities and more opportunity, to bring 
to light any part of the Eastern History, I shall have reason to think 
my time very well spent. 

SIMON OCKLEY. 


For the greater illustration of the Mahometan creed and practice, I 
thought* fit ip insert their famous doctor Algazhli's interpretation of 
their two articles of their fafth, viz. There is q 0 God but Gttd ; and 
Mahomet is the Apostle of God. a 

Fkais$ be to God the creator and restorer of ~ all things : who does 
whatsoever he pleases, who is master of the glorious throne and mighty 
force, and directs his sincere servants into the right way and the 
straight path ; who favourcth them, after their having borne testimony 
to the unity, with the preservation of their confessions from the dark- 
nesses of doubt and hesitation : who directs them to follow ms chosen 
apostle, upon whom be the blessing and peace o^God ; and to go after his 
most honourable companions to whom he hath vouchsafed his* assist- 
ance and direction which is revealed to tnem in his essence and opera- 
tions by the excellencies of his attributes, to the knowledge whereof no 
man attains but he that hath been taupt by hearing. Wh 5 maketh 
known to them that as touching bis essence, he is one, who hath no 
partner : singqjar, without any thing like him, Unifonft, having no 
contrary : separate, havii»g f no # cquaC That he is ancient, having no 
first : eternal, having xfo beginning ; remaining for.ever, having no end ; 
continuing to eternity, without any termination* Who persists, without 
ceasing to be ; who remains without falling, who never did cease nor 
ever will cease ;*tobe« described by glorigifs attributes, nor is subject 
to any decree so as to be determined by any precise limits or set times* 
but m the first and the last, and is within and without 
' * What is not] And that His, (glorified be his name) is not a Body 
endued Utah form, nor a substance circumscribed with limits or deter- 
mined by measure 5 neither doth he resemble bodies as they are caji* 
abta qf being measured or diyided* Neither is hp a substance, neither 
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do substances exist in him,neithcris he an accident, nor doaccidents exist 
in him ; but that neither is he like to any of those things that do exist* 
neither is, anything like to him ; no t is he terminated by^quantity nor com- 
prehended in bounds, nor circumscribed by the differences of situation 
nor contained in the heavens; but that he sits upon the throne, after 
‘that manner which be himself hath described, and in that same sense 
which He himself means^ Which is a sitting that* is -far removed from 
any notion of contact, or resting upbn,, or local situation ; but both thd 
, throjrte Itself* and whatsoever^ up«n it are sustained by the goodness 
of his power, and are subject to the grasp of his hand. But he is 
r above dm throne arid above all things even to the uttnost ends of the 
earth; "bit so above as at the same time not th b&'S Whit nearer the 
throne the heaver ; since he is edited by degrees above 

the throne no less than boils exalted above the earth, and .at . the same 
time j# libhr tp^verything that hath a being ; -nearer to meff than 
thefe jM^la* veins; and i$ witness to evcr?&h\g(AIwmn)* tkougluhis 
nearness is hot like the nearness of bodie?, as neither is His essence 
like the essence of bodies. Neither* doth he exist in anything, neither 
doth anything exist \n hipet, but that he is too high to be contained in . 
any place, and too holy ta*be determined by rim* ; for He was before 
rime and place were created; and is affepr the same manner as he always 
was. And that he is distinct from the creatures fey his 'attributes* 
neither is there anything besides himself in his essence, nor. is his 
essence in any other besides him. , And that he is too holy to be sub- 
ject to change, or any local morion, neithfcr do any accidents dwell in 
him nor<any contingencies befall him, but lie ’abides through all gpne* 
rations with his glorious attributes, free from all danger of dissokriOn. 
^nd that as to the attributes of his perfection* he wanted addition of 
perfection. And that as to his being, he is known to ekist by the ap- 
prehension of the understanding; and seen as he is by ocular intuition 
v out of his mercy and grace to the hply in the etfernal mansion, com* 
pleating their joy by the Vision of his glorious presence. , ' 

* His power.] And that HE, praised be his name, is living* powers 
ful, mighty, omnipotent^ not liable to any defect or Impotence ; who 
neither slumbers nor sleeps, n^r is. obnoxious to decay nmdentfe* : 

whom belongs the kingdom*and the ppwe^ and the might delate the 
4 ddfeumon, and the' we creation, and-rir ; — 1 ****** 

. wereof ' f And the ' heavens atwolded up;inhi$ xfefttf* hand 
"crehturcs couched wiriab m , ' Arid th&t?hi$ .feki: 

s’kts In his creating and ^pduciug ^had hte wtity inidbfi^- 
cxiSfence and or^gjm^ afed men ana fheirworksyafeir 

out their - - * ufed ; ’tfetei* determined • 

escape W»e vicissitudes of t4#t 

* X-3tre^flfects .of his jto#cr mfc'aMN 
and the Mairiv : ■ . .... v ’ *. 

. 'b% ^^hnow|^^r|; ; -And .that; H e, praised ' be his.nainf^ 

» .fcharcah%>«^ coinferehends 'wfeats^v^ 

Kte^extretnlHfelpf ■ the earth to the highest> heavens ; $ ‘A 
^•weight of a |femire should not escape him either ' id ^rtfe'd 
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air 5 and knows what is secret and conceals it ; and views the concep- 
tions of the mi'rkls, and the motions of the thoughts and the inmost re- 
cesses of secretfttoy a knowledge ancient, eternal, that never ceased to 
he his attribute from eternal eternity. Not by a new knowledge, super- 
added to his essence, either inhering or adventitious. 

. # His will.] And that He, praised be his name, doth will those' 
things to be that a^, and disposeth of all Occidents, and that there 
passes nothi ng in the** empire, nor tjie kingdom, neither little nor much, 
nor small nor great, nor good nor>evil, nor profitable "nor hurtful, nor, 
faith nor infidelity^ nor knowledge nor ignorance, nor prosperity nor 
adversity, Tibr increase nor decrease, nor obedience nor rebellion, but ’ 
by his determinate counsel and decree, and his definitive sentence, 
and will , Nor dpthjthe wink of him that 1 sceth, nor the stricture of him 
that thhikelih exceed the bounds of his will; but that it is he who gave 
all things ttyeir beginning, he is the creator and restore/, the sole ope- 
rator of whit he pleases, there is ijo reversing his decree not delaying 
what he hath determined, nsr is there any ref%e to man from his rebel- 
lion against Mm, but only his lielb and mercy ; nor hath any man any 
power tb perform any duty towards him, but through his love and will : 
though geniuses, angels and devils should conspire together either to 
put one single atom in motion or «ause it to cease its motion without his. 
will and approbation, they would not be able to do it : and that his will 
subsist in his essence amongst the rest of his attributes, and was from 
etermty one # of Ms eternal attributes ; by which he willed from eternity 
thee*i$fcei?ce of those things that he had decreed, which were produced 
in their proper seasons dtcgrding to his etemaf will ; without any be- 
fore of Mteri but as*they were agreeable to his knowledge and will. 
Not Ity methodizing Of thoughts, nor waiting for a proper time ; fqjr 
wshich reason one thing doth not hinder him from another. 

* His hearing and sight j And that He, praised be his name, is m 
hearing aud seemg, and heareth and aeeth; no audible object, how still 
soever* bsc&petli his hearing ; nor is anything visible so small as to 
escape;, Mh' sight. For distance is no hindrance to his hearing, nor 
darkti^ss to Ms sight X he sees without applet? the eye or eje-lids ; 
.ahd ^ari without any passage or ear; as he kno weth without aiieart, 
‘an^.jj^ferma.'hH actions without the assistance of any corporeal limb; 

bites' ’Without my instrument ^ for Ms attributes are not like 
- any*tnVe than his essent#is like theirs* • 

word.1 Furthermore, that He doth speak, command, forbid, 
■:|Kbmi 4 #,abd by an etettlal Ancient word subsisting in his 

•' .fcmther isit like to the word of the creatures, nor doth it con* 

l3ae commotion of f he air and the collision . 
letterswhicn separated of the JOyMng ' 

'■ ^0 ^Motion of the tongue* And/hat ' 

’tBfc psakejV are books lent diawjfc . 

' hnd tbat the Alcoran indeed is read with .ton|ue^'##tted;|ii!:, . 

-mmmd keptvfo hearth; subsisting in 

liable to separation anddiyjsibh #hrist it is fransferi^-, 
K W$*w %(P arts the papers, 'Also that Moses did hear the ^ 

J ,^4 Mimut vbice of letter, .even as the saints behold’ the'eslbu^bf 
substance or accident:' And that slhce mese#to hi* 
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attributes, be 1H cth and knoweth, is powerful and will^tli and ope- 
rated, and seeth and speaketh, by life and knowledge, and will and 
hearing, and sight and word, nbt by his simple essence. 

* His works.] And that HR, praised be his name, exists after such 
,a manner that nothing besides him hath any being but what is pro- 
duced by his work, and flowetli from his justice after the^best, most 
Excellent, most perfect and most just manner, ajM that he is wise in 
his works, and just in his decrees r nor is his justice to be compared 
•with the justidfe of men, because a° man 1 may be suspected of acting 
, unjustly by invading the possession of another; but no injustice can be 
conceived of Cod, who can find nothing belonging to any other besides 
liirhself, so as if any injury could be imputed to him as concerning 
himself wfyh things noc appertaining to him ; but all things, He only 
excepted, geniuses, men, the devih angels, heaven, earth, animals, 
plants, substanfce, accident, intelligible, sensible, wfcre all created anew! 
and that he created them by his power after meer privation, dhd 
brought them into light when they jvere nothing at all, but he alone 
existed from eternity, neither was there any other with him. Now he 
produced the creatures anew for the manifestation of his power, and 
Ids precedent will, and the confirmation of his word which was true 
fiom all eternity, not that he stood in heed of them, nor wanted them: 
and that he manifestly declared his glory in creating, and producing, 
and commanding, without being under any obligation, not out of neces- 
sity \ since loving-kindness, and shewingjavour and grace and bene- 
ficeiicc, IjNelong to him*; whereas it is in his rower to pour forth upon 
men variety of torments, and afflict them <wuh various kinds of sor- 
rows and diseases, which if he should do, it would be justice in him, 
not reproachful nor injustice. And that he rewards those that worship 
him for their obedience upon the accountof his promise and benefi- 
cence not of merit nor necessity, since there is nothing which he can 
be tied to peiform, nor-can any injustice be feigned in him, nor can he 
bo under any obligation to any person whatsoever, But that the crea- 
tuies are obliged to serye him ariseth from his having declared by the 
tonguo°f the prophets that it was due to him from mem :*npt by (he 
simple dictate of the understanding, but that he sent them messengers 

from him to men commands ir^d promises and throats, whereby tffi 
are tlxerefore^obligcd fco f give credit to them in those things mat they 

The signification of the second article*] f T&at is the testimony com 
coming the apostle. And that He, Most High, sent Mahomet the illi- 
terate prophet of tile family of the Koreishuo deliver his message to 
all the Arabians and Bawuiaf&j and genii and men 2 and abrogated 
by his religion att other regions except those things which bp co*k 
firmed : and gave him the preference over all the rest of (he prophets, 
and made tym lord over an mortal mem Neither would he nave ffce 
faith be compteated by the testimony of the unity, (hat is the stmog 
*fhete is but one God, without the addition of the testimony of (he 
apostle, by saying Mohammed is the apostle of God Ana he mat 
made It necessary to pm to give credit to him in those things whiCh 
he hath related both with regard to this present world and the fife to 
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come. For a man's faith is not accepted till hp is fully persuaded of 
those things which he hath affirmed shall be after death. The First of 
which is* th6 exanlj nation of Munkir and Nakir, who are two persons of 
a most terrible and horrible aspect that shall set man upright in his 
grave, consisting both of soul and body, and ask him concerning the 
unity and the njission, saying, who is thy lord'? And what is thy rdi- 1 
eion ? AncPwho is tly prophet ? And that these are the searchers of 

• the grave, and their examination the first tryal after k death ; and that 
he believe the torment of the sepulchre, and that it is due, and right 
and just both upon tjie body and the soul according to his will* 

He shall Ifl$o believe in the balance with two scales and a beam that 
shall equal the extent of the heavens and the earth s wherein the works 
of men shall be weighed by the* power of God ; at which time weights 
not heavier than atoms or mustard-seeds shall be brought out that 
things*may be balanced with the utmost exactness, and perfect justice 
admmisteff ed, Then the books of tjie good works, beautiful to behold, 
shall be cast into the balance of light, by which the balance shall be 
depressed according to their degrees •with God, out of the favour ot 

• God, But the books of evil deeds, nasty to Jook> upon, shall be cast 
into the balance of dafkness, with which the scale shall lightly ascend 
by the justice of the most high God, 

He must also believe that there is a real way, which is a body ex- 
tended # ovcr the middle of hell, sharper than a sword, and finer than 
an hair, upon which the feet of the infidels shall slip by the decuce of 
God, $0 a$ they shall fall into Well- fire, whilst the feet of the faithful shall 
remain firm, and they shall J>e conducted into the eternal habitation. 

He shall also believe the pond where they go down to be watered, 
that is the pond of Mahomet, upon whom be the blessing and peace of 
God, out of which the faithful drink before they enter into paradise 
after they have passed over that way, and put of which whosoever 
drinketh once shall tftrist no more for ever. Its breadth is a month's 
journey, it is whiter than milk, and sweeter than noney. Round about 
it stand cups as innumerable as the stars, and it hath two canals 
whereby the water of the river Cauthar is derived into it. 

He Shall also believe the last account, m which men shall be divided 
into those that shall be reckoned withal with the utmost strictness, and 
those that shall be cjplt withal more favourably, and those that shall 
be admitted into paradise without any* manner of examination at all, 
namely those whom God shall cause to approach near to himself. And 
that God will ask any Gf hi$ # apqstles, whomsoever he shall please, con- 
cerning their mission, and whomsoever he shall please of the unbe- 
lievers what was the reason why they accused those that were sent tp 
them of lying : he will also examine thejiereticks concerning tradition, 
and the faithful concerning their good* works, 

, J|e shall also believe that they that confess one God shall at length 
go but of the fire after they have underwent the punishment due to 
their sins, so that* by the favourable mercy of God no person shall re- 
math in hell who acknowledged the unity of the Godhead. 

Also th ft intercession of the prophets, next of the doctors, then of 
the martyrs, and finally of the rest of the faithful, every one according 
to bis excellency and degree, -and that whosoever remain of the faith- 
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ful besides these, and have no intci cesser. shall go out by the grace of 
God 5 neither shall any one of the faithful remain for ever in hell, but 
shall go out from thence though he had but so nnu^J faith in his heart 
as the weight of an atom* 

It is also necessary that he acknowledge the excellency of the com- 
panions of Mahomet and their degrees ; and that the most excellent 
^ of men next to Mahomet is Abubcker, then Omar, ttfen Othman, and 
* then Ali, and that he entertain a goad opinion of All the companions, and 
celebrate the\r memories, according as God and his apostle hath cele- 
brated th£m all* And all these things are received by tradition, and 
evinced by evident tokens, and he that confessfcth all ^nese things, 
and surely belleveth them, is to be reckoned amongst the number of 
those that embrace truth, and of the congregation of those that walk in 
the received way, separated 'from the congregation of those that err, 
and the Company of hereticks. * r 

These are fae things that every one is obliged fa believjp spid confess* 
that would be accounted worthy of the name of a Musleman, ana that 
according to the literal meaning of ^he words, not as they may be made 
capable of any sounder sense. According to the same author of this 
exposition, who says that, some pretending to go deeper, have put an 
interpretation upon those things that arc delivered concerning the 
world to come, as the balance and tne way and some other things be- 
sides, but it is heresy. 


< MONSIEUR D’JIERBELOT, ^ 

To whose works I am much indebted, was a^lcarned Frenchman* 
One of the greatest Orientalists that ever Europe bred. He, with in- 
credible application, read over not only all the Arabic, Persian and 
Turkish books in the French king’s library, and that of Florence, bOt 
several others that he Rad purchased for his own use. He made a 
comfBcat Turkish and Persian dictionary in three large* volumes In 
folio, never yet published. His famous Bibliotheque Orientaie, con- 
taining a prodigious treasure ijf whatsoever i$ oupqus or valuable in 
the eastern authors, was published after his decease in the year one 
thousand sk hundred* and ninety-seven. It is common in the hands 
of the learned, and therefore I forbear frying ahy more concerning it 
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ABUBEKER, .FIRST CALIPH, AFTER MAHOMET, 

MaHOMET, founder of the Saraccnical Empire, died at Medinah, 
[Elm akin, chap, i.), June 6th, 632. After he was dead, the next care to be 
takeh was f<jr a successor ; and it was indeed very necessary* their 
gdvemtneSf and religion bftng yet very tender, and man,/ of Ma- 
homet's followers being lk*great bigots, as not having yet forgotten 
their ancient rites arid custpnts, but rather forced to leave them for 
fe^r^than upon conviction ; affairs could.by no means admit of an Iif- 
terrOgpiUm The day that he expired, the; Muslemans met for the 
election Of a Caliph «r successor. In which assembly there had like 
to hive been such a fray, as might, had not Omar and Abubeker inter- 
posed, have greatly endangered if not , proved the utter ruin of this 
; , pe* region and polity. For Mahomet left in# directions concerning a 
1 ShCce^sor, dr at least, they hot being kn<*wn to any but his wive* who 
"‘na^it^hceal. them out i of the^ |attiaUty’'ia favour of Omar, a,hot 

. _, w _„ r _. __ 0 ._t in the prophet, j.s beinghis countrymen 

^and having embraced his, religion first /and having 
, . film iff his flight for religion from Meccah to Medinah, 
heing'persedited at Mtftcah, was forced to make bis escapf. 
(ged''th#t'hone coulS pretend fd^jiave so grea.^ * right, of panping; 
.1 jMt ‘ The inhabitant* 'of Medjhah /juged.-' that 

l^ 1 ” re l'3S ion*w ere as- much obliged. tefbeni As'ta.'.the; 

' ‘ se they had received him in hk flight, npd, bjtyWU help; 

(put him ip capacity of i M p h y 'jjhe#'.'' «$Untt hi* 
upon- that score ’insisted upon theright of 
shorty they were just upon Ming 'fiiotri. words • to lmfo 
(Helpers) Aijsars, -or inhahitaotsiof Medinahj'ffaring 
■■ % ; - tt 
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the consequences Of this disturbance, called out .in the* midst of the 
company, that they would have two Caliphs, that is, each party one* 
But Abubeker and the rest of tht Mohagerins or inhabmnts of Meccah, 
were desirous that the government should remain m the hands of 
ij*eir own party. Then Abubeker stepped forth and told them, that he 
Would hahte two persons, and they should chuse which ^of theta both 
parties could agree upon. .The one was Omar, tltf» other Am Obeid, , 
upon which rnojion the company was again divided* and the conten- 
tion renewed afresh* At last, Omar*being wearied out, and seeing no 
•likelihood of deciding the matter, was willing to give ove;? and bad 
Abubeker give, hint his hand ; which he had no 'sobnet done than 
Omar promised hte fealty. The rest followed ;Jil;$ hxaajiple, and by 
the consent ,of both parties Abubeker was saluted Caliph, and jac- 
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all the time of Bis sickness ; which if lie had done would have pre- 
vented that disturbance, 'by which the religion ^Whtch Be Bad been 
planting with so much difficulty and . hazard, had like to have been 
endangered seriously* •’ ’• .* , 

One autliot tells us, that Mahomet, when he was sick, commanded 
* some fhat were about him to bid Abubeker to. say prayers publickly.in 
1 the congregation : whi$h desire of his td have Abubeker Officiate in 
hip place, looks very: much as if he deigned he should succeeJl <Bi^ 3 
and was , so understood by his wives Ayesha "and ' l 4 aphsan l ''’.wi'd wfete 
both present when Mahomet gave this order, and endeiyottred^wli^ 

,, they could to have it revoked* For as soon as Mahbmefhad spoken*, 
Ayesha told him, that if Abubeker went into his ^)lace (meaning the 
.pulpit from which he used to speak to the people) the congregadpb 
would hot be able to hear him for weeping, and desired him to 
Omar^so go up ; which he refusing, ‘Ayesha spoke to „Haplisah; ; 'to 
second her* The imporffiffit/ pf thtmr both put the" prdphd ihtd' sboB 
- ‘ * ^yipleht passion, that' ’fa " told- ’ 'them 1 'they ; were ’.as'. faff fa t 
mistes^and commanded th^fn* ugaih to send 
V : Shphsah'anjwer’e!d, OAjbb#* of Cod,' hrt r ssib^;^ : ^si ' 

. ,, 'prefehred-Abubekor/', „ Hh ’answ’erpd, CTis not' I ' 

preference, ’-Blit’ God* V-' V./V-C;. ,* 


lf ,The cfaifa&i 




owing- to 'Ojmai^s ‘ * * « „*.**..►{ *.1 . * 

did hof 1 ho c fa 1 

' toffi'ajsfljv&s appears tP 

‘ avert the ill conseque 


Vfho jnotwithstane 

- ■ ' >f \ V' ~'~ r ~ r 7 fc vt y " V T'., ^7 "* t*r' T* 'n> .^atehoice, which 

;Mnrt>p<»V&is 'app«ia»s •>••• '* T Had VF&A 

*-^*^40 *&&£ it w» w - 

1 
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1 a tiling again, lie would deserve death j and if any one should ever 

* swear fcMltyho another without the consent of the rest of tliL* Music- 

* mans, both Tie that took the Government upon him, and lie that swore 
• * to him, ought to be put to death/ {Abu' Ipharagim,) These were 

feigns of his dislike ; but it being done and past, there was no other 
remedy, i>ut\o siWjnwn at quiet, and rest himself contented. 

Now though thcqgovcnmignt Vas actually settled upon Abubtker, 
yet all parties were not equally satisfied : for a great many wqje 
of opinign, tlut ttyc right of su< cession did belong to Ali, the son of 
Abu TaleH Upon which account the Mahometans were ever sine, 
that time divided ; some nnwnUining that Abubekcr, and those \>thci 
two, Omar and Ollnuan, that came after him, weic the rightful and 
lawful successors \ and others disclaiming thfcir title altogether as 
4isurpqi"s,*and constantly asserting the right of Ale Of the fornicr 
opinion are the Turks at {his da£ ; of the latter, the Versions. Which 
umkea Mich a diflcicnce beluccft those two nations, that not withstand^ 
ing their agreement in other points of ihcirifcupfcsrstition, they do upon 
this account treat <ftic another as most damnable horeticks. Ali had 
this to iccommend him, that lfc was Mahomet's cousin gernun, and 
whs the {Elm akin) first that embraced h*s religion, except his wife 
Cudfjah, and hi* slave Zeid, and besides was Mahomet’s sop-in-law, 
liavingma # rnedhisdaughtej|Phatcmah, Abubeker was Mahomet's father- a 
in-law, and was very tnuch respected by him, # so that he garc* him the " 
surname of Afesidfck, which signifies inArabick,onc that is a great speaker 
of truth {ElmakUt,) because he lesolutely assei tod the truth of that spiry 
which Mahomet told of his* going one night to heaven. And often- 
times he used to express a great deal of kindness for him.t Once as 
he saw him coming towards him, he said to those that were about 
him : if any one takes delight in looking upon a man thatlhas escaped 
from the frre of hell, let him look upon Abubrker. God, whose name 
be blessed, hath given man his choit<* of this world or that>/hich is 
uith him, "and this servant (meaning Abubeker) hath chosen that 
which is with Go^. Such marks of esteem as these must needs pro- 
cure him a great respect from those Vho looked upon Mahomet as a 
person inspired, an^ the apostle of God ; au*d did facilitate liis pro-' 
motion to tKe dignity of €uliph. 

Ali was pot presem at this ejection, and when he heard the news, 
was not well pleased, as doping that he should have been the man. 
Abubdcer sent Omar to Phatemalfsphouse^ where Ali and some of his 
friends were, with •orders to*compeI them to come in by force* if they 
would not do it by fair means. Omar was just a going to fire the 
house, and Phatemah asked hifh, what he meant ? He told her that 
he would certainly bum, the house down, unless they would be contend 

t, * Alcoran, rhap. XVII, x. 

) Ibrahim Ebn Mohammed^Ebo Ikfcmak, M,S. Arab, baud. Mum. 80S. tx. 

li— a 
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to do as the rest of the people had done. V port which Xli tame forth 
and went to Abubcker and acknowledged his sovereigns {Abu’tyfiar- 
though be did not forgef to tell him, that he ^wondered that 
he would take such a thing without his notice. To which Abubeker 
answered, that the exigency of the matter was such as would by uo 
mqans admit of deliberation, because if it had not, beefl done on a 
sudden, it was to be feared that the government wo* id have been witing 
out of their hands by the opposite pqrty/ And, to make things slide 
tfie more easily, seemed to be desirous of quitting his charge and 
^signing the government : and so goes up into the pulpit, ^and there 
openly before them all desired that they wpuid give him leave to resign 
and confer that charge upon some more worthy person ; but Ali, 
fearing the ill will of the people, (. ElmaMn , thap* ii,\ whose mindr he 

C ceived were estranged from him, for h«i\ mg already stood r out 59 
g, and being loath to nr*kc any nc'.v disturbance, utterly refused to 
hear ofit, and told him, that they would neither depose him them- 
selves, nor desire that he should resign. And thus things were pretty 
well accommodated, and those of Medina!*, as well as those of 
Mcccah, consented to own Abubcker, a< the true and rightful successor 
of their prophet Mahomet ; only All, though he madeno stir, looked upon 
himself as injured {Abu'lpheda\ and there is a story told by tradition, 
which is'Vf ported to have been delivered byj Aycsha, that Atwdid not 
come in till after the decease of his wife Phptemah, who lived six 
months after the death of Mahomet, her father, , (Abu* ipft&r#g fits*) 
The Caliph Abubeker being thus fixed in his new government, had 
work enough to secure it ; for the Mahometan religion had not as 
yet taken such deep root in the hearts of men, but that they would 
very willingly have shaken it off again, if they had Known how. The 
Arabians therefore, being a people of an unquiet lcstlcso disposition, 
would not omit this opportunity Of rebelling, uhich they thought was 
tairly offr.ed them by the death of Mahomet, but immediately take 
arms, and refuse to pay the usual tribute, tithes and alms, and begin to 
neglect those rites and customs, which had been imposed upon thetai 
by Mahomet Abubeker, and tftooc about him at Medinah, took the 
alarm, and fearing a general revolt, began to consider how they 
best provide for the security of themselves aqd th&ir families* They 
disposed of their women apd children, ^nd such as were not abje to 
bear arm$, in the clefts and cavities of the rocks and mountains, add 
put themselves in a posture of defines In the mean time A MMfarf 
sends Gated Ebn Wated, with an away of 4,500, to suppress the **b*te» 
who having touted them in a set battle, brought off a great deal of 
plunder, and made slaves of their children. 

the chief amongst those who refused tot pay the ZacSjt (AMip&td#) 
\hk% is that part of a man's substance, which i i consecrated to God, as 
tithes, alms, and the like, and Is strict^ e^oyn'd by the Mahometan 
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few, was Make Ebn Noweirah, a man that made considerable figure 
in those daysUbeing the chief of an eminent family among the Arabs, 
and celcbratocf for his skHl in poetry? as well as manhood and horse- 
manship. Abubeker sent Caled to him, to talk with him about it ; 
Make told.him, that he could say his prayers without paying that. 

, Caled as^ed*himjJf he did not know that prayers and alms must go 
together, and that\he one would not be accepted without the other? 
What I does your master sa^ so J says M alec. Then, don't you own 
him for your master? safe Caled.; and swore that he had a good 
mind to^sfrike his head off. They disputed the matter a wfele ; aifd 
at last, Caled told him he should die. , Did your master say so ? says 
Malec. What t again ? says Caled, and resolved upon his death, tho' 
AhdoVah JEW Apfter and Kob&dah interceded for hiin in vain. When 
Malec there was no way for him to escape, he timed him about, 
*and looked dppo his wife, who was a wonvy* of admirable beauty, and 
said, this wbman has killed me# Nay, says Caled, Clod has killed thee, 
becauise; of thy apostacy from the true rgjigion. I profess the true 
reljig^lt^says 'Mafec,, meaning the Mahometan. The. word was no 
Spotter out of his mouth, bulk Caled ordered Derar Ben Alazwar, a 


; 'shall see more of hereafter, to strike his head off. At which 

^ubeker;wa$ very much concerned, and would have put Caled to 
death*. $ Ottuu* had not interceded for him ; and indeed he^dfd out of 
exceed % th* limits of his commission; for Mahomet* 
hirhself:,#eol,d havp pardoned ah apostate, provided he had been very 
, well^smM of his repentance. ' 

Havipg this opportunity of mentioning this great man Caled,* we 
net pass him by, without taking some notice of his character 
ftjj the beat general of the age he liv'd in, and it was to his courage , 
.the Saracens 'chiefly owe the subduing df the rebels, 

; • of > Syria, . and the establishment of their religion and 

'’„vTk whether his love and tenderness, towards 

: ', i ltfe^|^' : s^dic^^W his hatred and aversion to the enemies of the Ma- 

for jubon all Occasions he used to give 
hi both, * lie w;2$ a most irreconcileable and' im- 

■ td those who had ! once embrac'd the Mahometan 
apos^zed; nor wouidhe spare them, though shewing 
i qf uiifeigne^ repentance* His valour was so sur* 
fcmbs #lrd nim the swoi£ of God; which surtfemb , 
'also to his enemiA . and is mentioned*- by : Greek ’as r 
wthdrs. jtf it dkji 1 

never, in thi greatest,4an^' 
t could as web extricate 'hmis^and 
s,as^revent future ' ‘ ' : 
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By himihe rebels being suppressed, the Mahometans: iverc in some 
measure ehskl of the fear they stood in before, but theraf^erc still more 
difficulties behind ; for about thil time several, perceivfijg the success 
Siud prosperity of Mahomet and his followers, setup for prophets too, 
irfhppbs of the like good fortune, and malting themselves eminent in 
the World: such were Osud Alabbasi and Tuleihah Ebh ChoWeieed; 
^yith several others, which Quickly edrae to nothing, But the most 
considerable of these was Moselam, who fend emulated Mahomet in his 
life-time, and trumpt up a book in imitation of the Alcoran. # t He had 
formerly fam ( 4 &u y fyMa) with Mahomet, and professed* himself of 
his religion, and might have been partner *with him ift* his imposture ; 
but looking upon jSiai to be beneath him? he utterly renounced all 
further fhiniliarity and correspondence with him, add was Vesolvedkto.' 
set up for himself, which he did the year before Mahomet diefl. ; r He, 
hdd nbwgathered together * very considerable body ofmeh ih^emninah^a 
province of Ambia,;hnd began to be So formidable, that the Miisle* 
maps Were unde?; some apprehensions of his growing greatness, and 
did not think it any way consistent with prudence tb neglect him any 
longer, knowing very Well, that as soon ts he should be strong enougb, 
they and their religion would quickly come to nothihg. ' They therefore 
ihought i( itsm;ost advisable to set upon him first, and rather hazard the 
c event of a<battle at the beginning, than by differing him to oh too 
Idng, and gather more Strength, frustrate all manner of /hOfpes^of a 
victory* V Upon, this they move Abubcker to send : auffictei| : force?/ - 
under the conduct of some experienced commander, in -cider to $&$troy 
hum , Abubeker forthwith despatches Akramah, and Sergfl,'with an army 
and order to march directly towards Yemamah. After then* he sends 1 
Caled, the scourge of rebels, apostates and false prophets, iyh^liivi^g.r' 
joined forces with them, they had an army of 40,0^ Murienii^s* 
MbseUam was not idle, knowing that his life and reputatjoh JW&Y. 
at stake^repared to give them baf tie * 1 > The M.uslemahs 
h placb; called Akroba ; and Moseilam with hi£ string wa$ ju|f 

fh^ : jbith®suCh ‘fiijy. 

^rddhd'a^insf him,.’ $ s 

mtn> ■ The ; Musli^mahS , 1 fj| ^ ' ' 
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& copsiderabllarmy to reduce the rebels in Baerein, which he did with- 
out any great difficulty, killing a greaf many of them, and seizing their 
^effects, so that a great many of them chose rather to return to the 
Mahometan superstition, which upon the death of Maliomct they had 
forsaken, thap expose themselves, by obstinately standing it out, to dll. 
the miseries of WStor. # „ 

Tis strange and Surprising^ to consider from how mean and contemp- 
tible beginnings the greatest things have, by the president e of God, 
been rai?e^in a short time, of which the Saracenical empire is a very 
considerable instance j for if we look back about eleven years, we # shall 
find how Mahomet, unable to support his cause, routed and oppressed 
bailie powerful party of the Korashites at Meccah,. attended by a very 
smaU number of his despairing followers, fled to Medjnah, no less for 
4ihe preservation of his life than hi j imposture 5 arid now, within so shorta 
time after, we find the undertakings of his Accessor prosper so much' 
beyond expectation, as to become a Terror to all Ms neighbours ; and 
the, Saracens in a capacity, not only of Steeping in their own hands 
t%|r Peninsula of Arabia, but Of extending their arms over larger terri- 
torieis; ; than oyer were subject t 8 the Romans themselves. Whilst they 
were employed in Arabia, they were little regarded by the Grecian 
IJmi&rOT, who now too late felt them pouring in upon him like ^torrent, 
v and driyfeg all before thenf The proud Persian too, who so rcry lately 
ha^beenddmineering iirSyria, and sacked Jerusalem andDaniscus, must 
be forceid to mrt with his own dominions, and submit his neck to the 
Saracenic yoke. It may be supposed that, had the empire been injbc 
samO flourishing condition as it had been formerly^ they might have 
been checked at legst, if not extinguished . but besides that the western 
emptiie had been tbm away by the barbarous Goths, the eastern part 
of /iti>had received so many shocks from the Hunns on the one side, and 
/rthe ; P^ians : pn : the other, that it was not m a capacity to .stop the 
V'Vfolence-^such a powerful invasion! In the Emperor Maunciu^his time, 

chag&n or King of the Harms. .Andaftcr 
l his master, su<ih lamentable havoc, there was 
o^that when HeraSjms came (not much above seven 
tip, muster the army, there wer£ ohly two soldiers left alive, 
:J “^h^ r ;bore ^»ns*W'heh' , Phoca^ first, usurped the empire. 
Ji'^eiraclkt* was a prince pf admirable courage and conduct, 
fo|awhat : :poss!bly could be done io restore the. discipline >jf ' 
had, had’ great sutc^l against the 

ouV of his dominions, W ev<m olft ; of thgir:- fctoiijf' 

jShe;vitals of the empire seemed to be 

have hkppdned mwefataffe^^pire, 
^,.^ablt!'t©the'enterpfisesef 

teed fip on purpose by God to be a scoui^tp the Christian . 
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for riot liifbg.an^etably to that most holy religion which they had 
received. ^ : ' y # /[ 

Abubeber had now set affairs at home in pretty good order. The 
apostates, who upon the death of Mahomet had revolted to the 
idolatry m which they wcTe born and bred up, were reduced. The 
force's of Moseilamah, the false prophet* were Mjken, aitd himself 
killed ; so that there was little or noting left to he done in Arabia. 
Eor though there were a great many* Christian Arabs, as particularly 
the tribe Of Gaff&n, yet they were generally employed in t|i^ Grecian 
l£mperor*$ settee. Spthat the next business the Caliph had to do, was 
pursuant tq the tehbr of his religion, to mab- war upon his neighbours 
for tlie propagatiopj of the truth, (for so they call their superstition) and 
compel thorn eitljei* to become Mahometans (. Ahoran , ch&p. tx., l£$% 
ortributaries (seethe Alcoran^ chap. vur 9 40). for their Prophot 
‘Mahomet; had them «t commission of 5 very large, nay unlimited 
extent, ■ which • wa$i to fight till alt pchple were of their religion. And 
those “wars which are<und»rtakcn upon this account, they call holy 
wars, with hd tesS absurdity than we call that $0 wlfich was once under- 
taken against them by the Europemfs. Abubeker therefore sends 
Caled with some forces into Irak or Babylonia ; but his greatest long- 
inf was ^fter Syria, which being a delicate, pleasant, fruitful Coifntry, 
and near Arabia, seemed to lie very confidently for him. ' to After he 
had fully ri^olved to invade it, he called his friends about him, pad 
made a speech, in which he set before them Ac great success they had 


beep prospered with already, and told then* that the prophet (Mahomet) 
had assured him before his decease, that their religion should make a 
great progress* and their territories be vastly enlarged, and that he 
had thoughts himself of invading Syria ; but since it had pleased God 
to prevent the prophets designs by taking him away, and he #£&• 
successor, he desired their ^advice, y They answered' unanimou$ly^ ; ffe|^> 5 
they wek all at his service, and ^eady to obey, to the 
pqwqr whatever he should be pleased to commapi'' 
he',s^i|$ circular lettori to', the pfity princes of Arabian 
Mihomehkib officers 'ibd prefects, ’had to the inhabj^nt^ of 

cpmmandtl^jb toraise the utmpst of ifiefa) forces, ^ 
wdth hli ppssible speed *$pah tp ham at *The 

letter, were’, as follows' t!; t , v . 

'? In the na^'^^; most merciful Gc'd^ Abdolbh' •! 

SWAW to the rest 


betiey^tW 


ess, md \ 




God, I' fMcky:' for Scjbt 
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He had sent^the letter out but a few days, ere the messenger that 
carried if rettirne^, and brought him word, that he had not delivered 
his letter to any dne person but what haS received it with great expres- 
' sions of satisfaction, and a readiness to comply with his commands* 
And accordingly in a short time after, a very considerable army, raised * 
out of the %evdtal provinces of Arabia, came to wait upon him at. 
JMedinah, and pitched their tcqts rpund about the city. They waited 
some time, without receiving* any orders from the Cafiph. But the * 
weather wa^so extremely hot, and the country so barren, that they % 
were very hafTf put to it fot provision both for themselves and thgir 
horses. Which maftie them complain to their officers, and desired 
them to speak to Abubckcr about it. Upon which one of them made 
bold Tfc tell him, 4 You were pleased to send for us, f aityl we obeyed 
yom* conuparyh with all possible speed ; and now we are come here we , 
are kept in such a barren place, that we have nothing to subsist our army. 
Therefore if your mind be alte&d, *and you have no further occa- 
•sion for us, be pleased to dismiss us,’ The roat o£ the heads of the 
tribes seconded him. *Abubeker told them that be was far from design- 
ing them any injury in detaining tliem so long, but only he was willing 
to have his, army as com pleat as he could. To which they answered 
that they had not left a n-.m behind them that was fit for service. Then 
Abubeker wilt with some of his friends to the top of a , hill, ft> take 
a view of the army, and pnaycd to God to endue* them with Murage, 
and assist them, and not deliver them into the hands of their enemies*, 
Afterwards he walked on foot with them a little way, and the generals*, 
rode*. At last they told him that tl.:y were ashamed to ride whilst he 
was op foot To whijh he answered, 4 1 shall find my account with 
Godforthese steps, and you ride for the service of G6d meaning . 
that there: was no difference in that matter, so long as the/ were all 
concerned propagating their religion* Then he took his leave of 
'<|&ex&, 4 wetted his speech to Yczid Ebn Abi Sophyan, whoJh lie 

;,ihiad appointed general of these forces, after this manner; 4 Yczid, be 
jteot., oppress your own people,, nor make them uneasy, but 
, in aujrcmr affairs, ahd'take care to do that vfhich is 

' ' that do otherwise shall* not prosper. When 

' wWh''|Kur ene?nio* ^uihyourselves like me^, and don't turn 

yoiir j if yba>get the victory kill no little children, nor old 
t5kstr^' no palm-trees, nor 'bttrn'afiy-fields, of'-', 
^ mp., J ;{ fruits trees, nor 'do any mijehief tocatil^ onlys^cb 

When you make any covenant pr 

> you r w word* . As, you go , on,^ . 

S tebn$;tliat Iivd'tetiredih nwpasteri^^ ;? 

yi God; that wy, left ^hem fan 

\i liddbasteries ; and you *8T fiw another-' sort of 
to tiie synagogues gf Saian, ^hp It^e ^haven crowns j.‘ W* 
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sure you dlcayeiheir skulls,’ and give them no ijpuarfejf, till they either 
turn, Mahometans or pay tribute/ When hehadgiVej)! them this charge 
he? Went hack to Medinah, and the army marched towards Syria. 

The news of this preparation quickly came to the ears of the emjpe'tof* 
Heracluie, who called & council, forthwith, and inveighed against "the 
* Wickedness and insincerity of Ids subjects, anctooldlhem , 

judgments were come upon them .because they* had not lived ahswe^* 
ably to the rifles of the gospel He represented to them, that whereas 
in formed times, powerful princes, as the Turk and Pejsian, had not 
been able to overcome them* they were now insulted by the Arabs, a 
pitiful, contemptible people. Then ho sent some -forces with all pos- 
sible speed, but with ill success, for their general With/poo of his men< ’ 
was killed uppn the spot/ and the rest routed* the Arabs in-dmrtattle 

. Irkfiinrr sifelxr t'tAfiiiAn , < T'Vn!»«*ck nAAcnr'cxJx **f*L*l Ut «£>V. ‘ 1 


with sj^qH^;Cbnpltide<i to make th«* Caliph a present of tfey had 
gotten, ias'Tbe! first^fruks -of their expedition ; armsAn&a^ 

’ only excepted. soon ' as Abubeker had received the spoil, he -sent 
a .letter ;|p the inhabitants of Meccdh, and the adjacent territories* in 
which lie acquainted them with the good success of his forces^ and 
caM upon them dpt to be behind hand in fighting for dte?\:atise of 
God. •The good success of their bmhjpn gave them $,uSh*encdtitd^ 
mCnt, Ihaf thbypbe/ed % motion with af much' chcerfuln^,;'^/if - 
their being called to wari^d been hbtinng tin bbt’^h^' ihyi^ tjo" 
•partake of the spoil Whereupon they quickly raised: ah' 
waited upon Abubeker at Medinah, who forthwith okd^d'iJieth'tb jbin. 
those forces Which he h^d, before sent into Syria* J&e had tnadCJ^d 
Ebii Gated general of this army ; but when' Omar e%^ssedbis%is|ke ^ 
of it, the Calipb' ^stre*gli^;;beihg loth $0 taifce ‘ 







:or;^/ia:lKp 

'tiie;:swad»a,:s 
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Whilst, the Cali^hwas in doubt how to dispose of this c!?* sc 
Amrou Ebno'J Aa^, a very good soldier, who afterwards c<& ^ 
dEgypt, went to €>mar, and desired hint to make use of his inL , 
with the Caliph, that it might be conferred upon him. But Oma, 
whether out of any antipathy to his person, or because ho thought no 1 
man Worthy of a'chara that sought after it, utterly refused to meddle 
wf it, And . when Amrpu persisted,* and was* very instant with him, 
Omar bade him not sqek for # t?ic ^lperiority and, dominion of this 
world ; and ,told hin\ that if he was not a prince to-day, he would be 
one to-morro^* meaning in a future State. And now Amrou was out 
of all hopes ofhaviftg any compand ; when presently the Caliph, 
of his own accord* made him general of his army, and bade him, 

4 Tak^care tobye religiously, and let the enjoying the presence of 

* Gpd and^fe future state, be the end and aim of all Ills Undertakings, 

4 and look upon himself as a dying •man, apd always have regard to 

* the end of things ; and rerndhibernhat we must in a short time all 
& die, and rise again, and be called to an acc^unfi He ordered him 

* not to go where the other Muslcmans had been before him, but 

* march into Palestine* . And that? he should take care to inform him- 


>:«$£. ip: f Abu Qbeidah’s circumstances, and assist him what he could. 

* That he- should not be inquisitive about men’s private concerns ; but 
4 take care tMt his men were diligent in reading the Alcoran, a jtef not 

. * Suffer them to talk about there tiling? which we*e done in th% times 

* of%norance(so fhey^call al! the time before Mahomet) because that 
.* tyouid be the occasion of dissension among them/ 

t Affer he had dismissed Amrou, he sent Abu Obeidali into Syria, to # 
all the forces there, and told him, that there w'as no need of 
sayinjgAnylbing.; hew to him, since: he had heard the charge he had 
to One of the Grecian emperor's generals had the good 

, fettdne'otO^beat' the, Muslemans in Syrian and Abu Obeidah, appro 
emperor's power, durst not: act offensively. Which as 
;Ca|iph understood, he judged hittt unworthy of that post, 
paled from Irak to take. his ph*ce< Caled had performed 
'Jeo^jsicJ^rfi^r 'tKe sbort-.time-fie .had been gone, file had 
. the imperial seat of \ Alseifhh), and several 

; to gi>diir$ a siege, had .submitted to, him, and, 

| rpJte^kitv says, thatjbis was ihe* first tribute that ,wais • 
■'■■tote ? He had fought several 'battles in which he ! 

1 '' would yrithdfct ; 'dbubt. hayc pu$h<sd on M* ■ 

ajecalfed. *Whcft he camefn^o Syria'S* • 
'hieasuresitohi, -those which, haOeeu.u^ 
found a groat difference between' a 
: ig|§|& ,> Abu Obad&& was patient, anoefe ;and j ‘ taied 

/fjji^l^d^t^rprising, At that time w^n^C^h»0; to the ’ arom^q;v 
hid ; Wat Serjattl with' 4000 Bostra, .a v ci$jf; 
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sure^ou cM^miasccna, and very populous, in w}iich( there were at that 
turn M' 4 ^ 00 ^ horse. It was agicat trading town* w^ich the Arabs used 
, *requcnt much. The governor's name was Romhnus, who, as soon 
as he heard that ihe S.uacens wete upon their march, went to meet 
r them, and asked Serjabil the reason of his coming, and se\eial other 
. questions relating to Mahomet and his suer^or. Soy abil told him 
that the leason of then coming was^to give tyiem then choice of Ti< - 
. coming Mahometans or mbutanys ; apd added, that they had taken 
Aracah, Sachnah, Tadmor, and IlawiAn, and wfvild not fyc long bcfoie 
(hey came to Bostra. The governor, lioanng this flfihnehnly stotj, 
went back, and would have persuaded the people* to have paid tiibute* 
They ttttcrly refusal ir, and prepared themselves for a vigoious de- 
fence. Serjabil continued hts match till he came bcfoie Bo&tta j the 
besieged saified out, and gaye him battle. Ihe pi&yci wl^ch housed 
was this: *0 thou cte nal being! 0 thou creator of heaven and earth 1 
0 thou who art gteat and mamflient! who hast promised us victory 
by the tongue of thy prophet Mahomet, and the conquest of b>ria, 
Irak, and Feisiai 0 Gnd, confinn our hopes, arid help those who 
assert thy unity against those that deny thee. O God, assist us as 
thou didst thy prophet Mahomet. O I.ord, endue us with patience, 
an A n (Aiconm t III., 141) keep oyr feet suic\ and help us against the 
mfidcfc’ The Cbnstians had the adyntage by much fct the battle, 
and th$ Saracens were like to hgve been beaten off, if Caled had hot 
come seasonably to their relief: but his' arm a 1 turned the fortune of 
*the day, and the besieged were forced to retire into the city. Then 
Caled asked Serjabil, wli$t he meant by attacking such a place as 
Bostra, which was as it weie the market* place of Syria, lmk, and 
Hejir, and where there was always such a great resort of all sorts of 
persons' and a gosatmany officers and soldius, with such an handful 
of men t SeijabU toVl hintf Umt he did not go of hi$ own accord, but 
by Abu Obfeidah't command. Abu Obeldab, said Cafed, is a very 
honest man, but understands nothing of military affairs. Then Qded 
took care and refreshed his jmen* and oidered them to rest, for they 
Were all extremely fatigued, txi well those that f nad marched that day 
with him,^s those that had fought under Serjabil ,* only ho took a 
fresh horse hitoself, and rode about all night, Vimetufies going round 
the city, and sometimes round the ^ amp, for four the berieged should 
make any excursions, especially at such tttaAn* his men vtm ihtd, 
and out of ordt& In the m<%ing, about break of day, he cattoe into 
the camp, and the MuSlemans arose, ^nd, according to their custom, 
some, of them purified themselves with water ; and others, who could 
not conveniently furnish themselves with water, rubbed themselves 
with Sand (for that is allowed in case of pecesslty, and is frequently 
used, especially by such Mahometans as travel in those dtfWt Coun* 
tries, where there if great scarcity of water), and their general Caled 
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said the morning prayer among them, and tlicn they took v lio;se im- 
mediately* for the|bcsioged had set open the gates of the city, and 
drawn out their men into the plain, and* taken an oath to be tiue to 
onesmother, and light it out to the last man ; which when Calcd saw, 
he said, ‘these Viliams come out now, because the) know we arc weary: 
come, let us gp oft, an^ the blessing of God go along with us.* Both 
artnies were set in battlj array, and now Kotnamis the governor, who 
thought it the best way \p secure liimjelf and his wealth, though at the 
expense of honour, spul, and conscience, took an opportunity to Jet 
Calcd know, tldl* he had more friends than he was aware of He rides 
before the rest of the* army, and .with a loud voice challenges the f?a* 
racen general, who quickly came forth to him ; he His him, that he 
had fofM long time entertained a favourable opinion of the Mahometan 
icliypn, aoj} seemed to be very willing to renounce his owh, upon con- 
dition, that Caled would secure him, stncl what banged to him ; which 
he readily promised. Romanes added,. that he had, upon Serjabil’s 
first coming to besiege the town, advised the igjialjjtants to submit to 
the Muslomans, and pay tribute ; but that instead of being heard, he 
had. only pmcha$e$ the ill-will of the citi/ons by his goodVounsek Jn 
short, he said whatever he could think on that might ingratiate himself 
with the Saracen, and proffered his beivice to go back again, and pci* 
suade the basfcged to surrender Cak’d told him, that it would ijor be 
safe for him to go back a^ain* withqpt having first fought witjji him, 
bccause*then it would appear plainly how well they were agreed, which 
might occasion some danger to him from his own people : so they 
agreed to make a show of fighting, to colour the matter the better ; * 
and after a while Romania, as being beaten, was to run away. The 
armies on both sides saw them together, but nohpdy knew what they 
said. Immediately ibis mock combat began, and Calcd laid on so 
furiously, that Roraanus was in danger ot his life, and asked Calcd, 
whether that jyas h}s way of fighting in jc^t, ancf if he designed tevkill 
him ? (Jfded jmiled, and told him, no, but Jhat it was necessary for 
them to Show something of a fight, to prevent their being suspected. 
Romanes made Ins SSup© } and indeed k was high time, for th* Sara- 
cen had handled him so roughly, that whosoever had "seen, him after 
the combat, would lmvo treason to have thought he had fought 
*-m jest, for he was bruised and woujded in several places* As soon as 
he came back, the citi«c|* a4ccd him, what news ? lie told them what 
a brave soldier Caled was* and extolled jjte valour and hardiness of the 
S&mcehft, and desir#d*them to )je ruled and acfvised in time, before it 
^aa too late j concluding that it would be altogether in vain to jnak© 
any opposition. But this enraged 4he besieged, and they asked him, 
If m Oould not be content to be a coward himself, but he must need# 
make them so too? They would certainly have killed him, if It had 
not been for fear of the emperor. However they confined him to His 
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lion >0, aild chatgcd lum at lus puil nut to mcdri^ nor inU*ipo w e in 
their affairs, and told him, that it ho would noj fight, they would. 
Rom&nus, upon this, went home divested of all power and autbouty, 
hut lie still romfotied himself with tlio holies of being secured and 
exempted from Hie common calamity, if the Sai.iccns should take the 
town, as he expected they would. The besieged having deprived him, 
substituted in his room* the gencwil of those fc'ices which the emperor 
had sent to Jtheir assistance, and* deshed him to challenge Cnled, wbw li 
he did ,* and when Caled was preparing himself to go, Abdo’iraham&n, 
the Caliph's son, a very young man, but of extraordinary hopes, begged 
of him to let him answer the challenge* Having obtained leave, he 
mounted his horse, and took his lance, which he handled with admit* 
able dexterity, ana when he came near the governor, he said, ‘come, 
thou Christian dog, come on.' Then the combat began ; and aftn a 
while, the governor finding himself worsted, having a better horstfihnn 
the Saiaceo, ran away, and made his escape to the army* AbrioVrah- 
in&n, heartily vexed that his enemy had escaped, fell upon the rush 
Sometimes charging upon the light hand, semetimes upon the leit, 
making way where he went. Caled and the lest of the officers followed 
him, and the battle grew hot between the Saracens and the miserable 
inhabitants of Rostra, who wete at their last struggle for their, fortunes, 
their liberty, their religion, and whatsoever was dear to ‘them, and had 
now sjpen the last day dawn, imwhiclAhev were ever to call anything 
tlicir own, without renouncing their b^piistm The SaracefiiJ fought 
like lions, and Caled their general slid cried out, aMmfah, alh&mlah y 
aljanmhy atfann&h; that \^fight,fighi y faradhe % paradise. The town 
was all in am uproar, the bells rung, and the priests and monks iau 
about the stieets, making exclamations, and catting upon Opel, bdt all 
tpo lato*; for his afflicting Providence had determined to deliver them 
into the bands of their enemies. Caled and Seijabil (for the tfaiacetts 
could pray as well as ftght^ and England as mil as Arabia has had 
some that could do so too) said, * O God ! these vile wretches pray with 
idoUtious expressions, and take to themselves another Goa besides 
thee ; J>ut we acknowledge* thy unity, and affimf;\hat there is mo other 
God but thee alone * r ,ltelp tHf/toe beseech thee, for the sake of thy 
propltet Mahomet, against those idoIfUejV The battle continued for 
some time t at last the poor Christians were,, forced to give way, and 
leave the field to the victorious SarWns* wlmloi>t only 230 men. the 
besieged retired as fest as they could, and tmt up the gates, hnd set 
up their banners and Standards, with the sign of the cross upoty the 
walls, intending to write speedily to “the Grecian emperor for more 
assistance. / 

And now we must leave the poqjr inhabitants of Bostra In their 
melancholy circumstances, and come to tlid deposed governor Romanus, 
who was extremely well satisfied with the success of the SaraceOs, and 
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tyas qow.gojng to act a master-piece of villany. The Saracens, kept 
watch in their camp ail night ; and as they went their rounds, they 
saw a hiari out froim ; $h£ city, with a camlet-coat on, wrought 
wijhgoI& Abdohrahmdn, Who happened to be that night upon the 
watch, wa$ the first that met him, and set Jiis lance to his breast. 
/ Hold/ said he* * I am Romanus, the governor of Kostra j bring me 
jfttott* Cale<f the general/ Upon this Abdohyahm&n ^ent with him to> 
* the general's tent. As ^oon ns @aled saw him he knew him, and asked 
him, how he did? 4 Sir/ saidfhe, ‘ftiy people have been disobedient, 
and mutinM^nd deposed me, andl confii&d me to riiy house, and 
threatened me With.death if I intermeddled with any of tlieir affairs. 
Wherefore, that I . may cha $ t i se* them Recording to their deserts, I have 
prdes^d my* sons and servants to dig a hole in the wall (for his house 
stood , upon the win pf the town) and if you please* to send such 
pefSpAs at ydu can trust, I will tak$ care to deliver the town into your 
hands/ Upon this Caled immediately dispatched Abdo’rrahmfiri with 
1 oo men , and ordered him, so soon as he had taken possession, to fall 
upon the Christians, ^pd open the gates. R&ndfms conducted them 
to thewali, and took them into Jjis house; and after he had given 
them a treat,, he brought every one of them a suit of such clothes as 
the Christian soldiers used to wear, and disguised them. Then 
Abdo'rrahm4ii divided them into four parts, 95 in a company; and 
ordered them to go into diffeAnt streets of the pity, ant} commanded 
thetn,«hafc as soon as they heard hirh, and those that were \ftth him 
cry out, AU£h Acbar* (God is most mighty), they should do so too. 
Then Abdo’rrahm&n asked Romanus, where the governor was which 
fought with him, and ran away from him? Romanus proffered his 
service to shpw him,*and away they marched together to the castle, 
attended with aj Muslemans. When they came there, the, governor 
asked Romanus, ‘what he came for?' Who answered, ‘that he had no 
■bi^mess of his own, but only came to wait updn a friend of hig, that 
h^df great*desir4s to see him/ Friend hf mine !* says die governor ; 

‘ duly your friend Abdo’rrahioiW said Romanus, ‘is come 
/ ! t^s^nd ; .ydu tp helW* Tjie unhappy goyemor finding himself ^etrayed, 
^d^aWured ' ; tjh ‘.make his' escape. .?lifiy^3d/,says Aljdo'rrahm&n, 
■ ( /|hOU]ghv^u ran'awayirom me once in the aay-time, you must not serve 
^ ''aiid strjaci'fiimVith his $word, # and killed him. 'As 'he 
, fettj^A^ o^t Alldfi Acbar. > Tlie Saracens - which were 

; so did th^e which were 'dispersed .about 
there was nothing but?All£h*Acbar heard round: abpht 
Kt he ditv. Then those Saracerfs which weie disguised killed dt^ ©Sards, 

S e gates, and let in Caled with his whole 'army.: Thf iorifa 
v entirely lost, the cohering Saracens fell upon the ^ 
and killed and*iha4p .piisotKfjcs; ail met with • 
iieif tbe^ of the city came, biit "of f'thiefr ' MjSm 
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arid cried Quatijer, Quarter. The general, Caled, ijamediatdy com* 
iriahdcd them 1 tokill no more ; for, said he/ the apostle of God used to 
say, if, any one be killed after die has cried out, Quarter, *tis pone of my 
fault*;' ' ; ' v . ' 

Thus Was the condition of Bostra altered on a sudden, and they 
which liad been before a wealthy and dourishpg pfeopjp* were now 
•brought under the Saracen ical yoke, and coul£ enjoy their Christie 
profession uppi^, no other terms ‘thafl paying tribute* Some of the 
inhabitai^s, a^ked, Caled the next morning, who it was that betrayed 
the city To which he making no answer* being unwilling 

tc^expose; tbe who had done hinj such signal service ; Romahus, 
the traitpr, with; most unparalleled impudence, started up himself, and 
said, : f Q tyou }■ Enemies >f God, and\ enemas of Jug; dpbisde, I did it. 
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dr that which is to cohie, And I\denydutn that was/^usrioed, and 
whosoever worships hint. And I choose God for my: Jjprd, Mahomet- ^ 
anisni. for m(y 'rdigion, %e temple of Meccah the'^add^ 'of. my 
worship, th#"- Mu^emansVifor my brethren, and ^aho^ssfc 'fer^tuy 
prpphet and apostle, And I witness that there is rbpt one God, and 
that he has no partner, and that Mahomet is his servant and apostle, 
whom he sent with direction into the right way and the %mm religion, 

1 that fce*might exalt It^boye-ey^^rfig^diu:' spite of dtose Who Join 
; p^tner#\yith God" $«ch an^ampl^^li^ody^uhfi;’ 

''.madiO'sd full a cbnfps&ion of bis faith, Caled 'appointed: 
iuke care of his effects, for be durst not Venture; himself any longef ■!» , 
Bostra, after having been guilty of such unexampled vallany. ' * j £ 
Then Caled wrote to Abu Obeidah, to acquaint blip with his 
and with?l to command him, to bring those forces Which he 
him, that they might all march together to the siege Of s$ataa*dt§^ 
Thence put a gamsoifof 4w horse into Bostra, aud : $eq,t^.A^i^heker * 
the news of his victory, and ifis intention to besiege ' 

; auhat^ja 

X ’ 

,whSS‘ ! »(*- .. 
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*him. ' He could not endure to think of losing Damascus, but sends 
a general, wind* our Arabick author (not exact at all in the names of 
the Christians), calls Calous, and with him 5,000 men, to defend it. 
Qalous came first to Hems formerly called Kmessa, being the chief 
city of the adjacent territory which is calledi by the same name. It 
lies betweeji Aleppo and Damascus, distant five days’ journey from 
# «each of them ; a plate of a most Irealthful and pleasant air, compassed 
about with beautiful gardens Ind fruitful orchards, which are plenty 
fully watered by a rivulet clrawn* from the river Orontes, called 
by the ArSbirs geographers, Al&si, which passes by the city at the* 
distance of about half a mile. JVhen he came there, he found the place 
very well provided both with soldiers, arms, and ammunition. For the 
conquests of the Saracens had struck such a terror into all the country, 
that eveiy place had fortified itself as well as possible? He stayed a 
dRy and a .night at Hems, and passed from whence to Baalhec. He 
no sooner came near that *plact> but there came out to meet him 
a mixed multitude of men and women, with tjiciryhair about their ears, 
weeping and ringing their hands, and making most pitiful lamentation, 
Calous asked them what was the*matter. 1 Matter V said they, ‘why the 
Arabs have overrun all the country, and taken Aracah, and Sachnali 
and T^dmpr, hnd Hawrltn, and Bostra, and are now set down ^before 
Damascus/ • He asked them what was their general’s name, %nd how 
many men*hejiad ? They Aid him that his «iame was C^led, and 
that he had but r,5oo hotse. Calous despised so inconsiderable a 
number of men, and\>ad the people be of good cheer, and swore that 
whien he; came back again he would bring Caled’s head along with 
him upon the point of his spear. 

As soon as he cante to Damascus, he produced the Emperor’s letter, 
and tdfd the people, that he expected to have the whole command of 
the town himself : and would have had IsratJ, the former governor, 
senf oiit of town but the Damascene jlid by no means apprtwe of 
that, for they liked their old governor very well, and would not hear of 
l^rtihg jyith him in such a time of extremity, when they had as great 

* occasion for men ofcaurage, as ever they had since they werma people. 

1 *J«nfecc divided- inthfactions 2^^rties, and continued 

ahd^UarrelMng one with another, at that very time when there 
L J ^m& -amte&t nded.Of* unitv^md a. right! understanding ; for now 
e^cte^ overy moment. Jt was not long before - 
. Christians went forth ja meet them, and' both armies 

• ' Wone, in prder of battle^ * , ' • , , 4 V' 1 ', 

m y / ready tci. 'Calcd called out to , 

and said, ‘Now Derar quit thyself like a tnanj and' follow,'^*:-. 
; ^!t^Of.thy father, and others # of thy countrymen,; who have 'fcugSitv 
; of God * 1 Help forward religion, and God wilfhe^’lh^ 

} - upon a fineinare, ahd’Ojdfed had ho sooner 
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but he immediately charged the horse, and killed four troopers, and. 
then wheeled off, and fell upon the foot, and killed six of them, and 
never left Charging them till he ( had broken their rankS, and put them 
into disorder. At last they threw stones at him, and p/essed upon him 
$o hard, that he was forced to retire among his own men*, where he 
received due thanks. Then paled called out to Abdo’rrahmhn, the Ca- 
lfrph's son, whom we have # mentione$l before, who.; Jid tffe like, Caled 
himself insulte^ the Christians, and gave ahem reproachful language, and 
challenged any of them to fight with him# Izrail upon this called to 
• Calous, and told him, that it would be very proper for hiny who was 
the protector of his country, and whom the Emperor ha£f sent on pur- 
pose to fight, to answer the challenge ; however, C&Jous would rather 
have stayed behind; if he had not been in a manner; compelled to go 
by fhe importu&ity of the people. At last, with mucl> ; ado, he "arms 
himself, and goes forwards ; and befcause he had a mind ed v iiscOuK^ 
with his adversary, he tctKes an interprelej along with him. As they 
went on together, Calous began to snake m his harness for. fear of the 
Saracen, and wouldVhin"have persuaded the interpreter, with large 
promises, to halve taken his pah, if the Saracen should fall upon him. 
The interpreter begged his pardon, a tfd told him that as far as words 
would go, he was at his service^ but he did not care for blows ; and 
therefore, says he, look to yourself Sir : 'for my part I will nqfc be con-; 
cemed / for if I should meddle, and be Rocked on the head for my 
paihs, I pray what good would all your faij promises do mef jV’hen 
they came to Caled, the interpreter began after this manner ji ^Sih s^Id 
be, * HI tell you a story : There was a man had a flock' of sheep, MA fhe 
put them to a negligent shepherd, and the wild beasts devoured them, 
^hicli when the owner perceived, he turned aw$y the shepherd, $nd 
got anothpr, that was k man of, application and courage ;_v'th$h , w$en 
the wild beasts came again, the shepherd killed hum Haye 9. ^ire 
that does not prOveeto be your uase ; ’you Arabians ‘ 

iemptibtey vile people \^nd went;'; . wfth , hun^,'>^e$V'hhked 

and barefoot, and Iiy^’ji^ 

dates. * Krow^^jy^ ■ 

mje& the Epipctof 

Iddk 

with you, 

tell me '"Of otip. . 

enough. • ^tlth^tth^s/kre well 

that Thstpad*of,ouif* .bartey-br^ fare, pot ‘ 

shall be masters of all your WfcaJth 

■and'.-Wiye^ and children too ^ Afed as for , ;th)$ ■! •, 

thou^ spe|ki£^t*;/of $ what dost 4 tefl; tne ifcf 

have taken '^ai|mor, >v Hawrkn,. 'arid _>Bo$tra K , .tot' hiptoeuf 'ifk' l 
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♦he will; if he be the support of your kingdom, so am I of our 
religion. Caftjus did not like the mien and , behaviour of his 
adversary at ail, and bad the interpreter ask him to defer the com- 
bat untih the next day ; intending, if he had once made his escape, 
never to have come so near him any more. Eut the Saracen did not 
design to part # with him so, but said, that he would not be fooled, and. 
m immediate?)’ got be\Veen him and the Christian army, to prevent his 

* running away, and began to lay about him with his sppar most vehe- 
mently. They both fought bravely for. a* while ; in the mean time the* 
interprets perceiving them engaged, moved off, and escaped to the* 
Christian camp. ; ^Vt last Calous gtew weary and began to stand al- 

- together upon the defensive ^part. The SaThcen perceiving that he 
stood upon his guard, left off pushing him, and came up close to him, 

\ and dexterously shifting his spear from Ids right handle his left, laid 
Iftdd on tiiirf, and drew him to hiny and flung him from hj s saddle to 
the ground. The' Saracens ^immgdiately shdhted out, 'Allah Acbar/ 
which made the whole camp echo, and the poor Christians tremble, 

* Caled took care of lys prisoner, and changed ffis horse, and took a 
fresh one, which the governor of Tadmor had presented him with, and 
wont, into thfe field again. Derar desired him to stay behind, ‘for,’ says 
he, ‘you have fired yourself with fighting with this dog, therefore rest 
yourself alfttle, and let me go,’ To which Caled answered, ‘ O Derar, 
we, shall fest in the world tdipome ; he that labours to-day, &ali rest 
to-murrow, > and rode forto%rds, He was but just gone when Romanus, 

■ the tr^acherous; Governor of Bostra, called him back, and told him, 
that Calous, would speak with him ; who, even in those calamitous 
cixtumstances, had not laid aside his resentment. When he came 
. buck, Calous gave him some account of the difference which had been 
betWeeh him and Izrail the governor of Damascus, and' told, him, that 
if he should overcome him, it would be of great moment, in order to 
\ City; he advised liim therefore to challenge hijp, and 

: pot t6 $i%le combat, and kill •him if he could. Caled told 

flh^^a^hb'oiigfet be sure he would nbt spare any infidel or idolater. 

, ' ; Calous bping tuma prisoner, his 5,^ men, which he ha<^ brought 
<okT ! w^re >e*y Iwatl to # go out, and 

challenge ; Which he dedinM at first ; but afterwards, 

‘ - hith WitiTdeatji, if he persisted in his refusal,' he 

m 'Mb reused' at &st, was ndt because he , 

ttAtinl k iet # their master Calous tty 

Tl^;hp , 'mmpd' , Wr5$olf > ^nd mounted upon a good; 
up to fhe&araceif ; who, amongst 4 other disoours^ asked I" 
He answered ‘njy name is Izraty (which is thfc oamp 
: 'hngel, Whom 'the ' Mahometans suppose to take 'care of 

'person 'deceased). Cakd laughed, and said, ‘ well your namejS&aS&\ 
just 'nearly at your service, to convey your ' soul to heB;’ 1 Izrail 
V^' f 1 ' v ' * • ‘ ‘ 12— -a* ' '' ' 
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asked hint what tie had done with his prisoner Calous ; He told him 
$at he had him bound. * Why' did you not kill hjm P said Izrail. 

* Because/ said the Saracen, ‘ h intend to kill you both together/ Then 
the combat began, and was managed on both sides with great dexterity 
tfuid vigour, Izrail behaved himself so well, that Caled admired him. 
At last the victory inclined to Caled ; and Izrail finding himself over- 
matched* and having the better hor$e of the two, burned hi£ back, and ( 
rode away. Qiled pursued him ay fast as he tould, but could not 
‘overtake ( him. When Izrail perceiv ed that his adversary did hot come 
r up, imagining that this slackness of his proceeded from # an unwilling* 
ness to fight, he resumed his courage, and faced about, in hopes to 
have taken him prisoner ; Which Caled perceiving, alighted from , his 
horse, arid chose rather to fight on foot ; and as Izw rushed jipon 
him, he struck^ the legs of his horse, and brought him dpwn to the 
ground, and took him prisoner. Having how j ^ fcs pbsses&ott b6$i 
the general and the governor, he aslfed them, if they were willifig to 
renounce their Christianity, and turn Mahometans ? Which they both 
constantly refusing, Were "instantly beheaded. Caled haying ordered 
the heads to be brought to hint, took them, and threw t hem over the 
walls into the town. 

There were several battles fought before Damascus, in which the 
Christians for the most part were beaten. At last, when they saW that 
by sallying ou£ they hqd many men killed and taken prisoners, they 
determined to save the remainder for tijtct,, defence of wa% and 
expose, themselves no more to the hazard of a fi&d-figfct 
shut up themselves within the town, and Caled pitched his tent$ over 
against the east gate, and Abu Obeidah set down before the gate 
which they callAljdbiyab. The city being thus straight!/ besriged* 
and the inhabitants hot daring to depend altogether upon, thfise 
forces which they had at present, they resolved to despatch ;a’ ; hfes-. • 
senger*spcedily to the Grecian emperdr Heraclius, then i 

. so they wrpte a letter to him, in which they acquaint^ ' 

wh^t hadpas$ed,and fhg ’p^th^pf Cajjpus apd lira!!, Ahd' 1 

' tjuefefe, jt% Saracens of the ; 

Inclosed tfye thb.handl 

ph£ v lofc,him doW wa$ ip; .the 

mbas&ngfer 'mWP M '^d'Wrsl'JtSat fc$. escaped' 

whd'w^^ 

, ''tthat ’ to ‘ 

mi'sSi^Vfc first,' as thinking himself; slighted, bi^ai&e 't8& 
had-nbt employed him’ at the beginning of the war: ; ,^But :i 
much' ; cwdSt'! to authors that speakC^f things dope, ha ibfeigh. ' 

•; out $ -their knowledge, however wdft% of credit, .tiff y ^ptiay ; 
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’they write of things done by their own countrymen, and give an 
account of suchttransactions, as they may reasonably be supposed to 
have sufficient opportunities of iriformffig themselves about. For this 
reason I would as little heed an Arabick author, writing about the 
affairs of the Christians, as 1 would a Greek* or Latin one giving ait 
account of fhe*Arak«ms ; because in this case, both must needs take 
•a great deal upon tru|t, by hearsay, and uncertain reports, and conse- 
quently be imposed on themselves! and deceive their readers. Where^ 
fore I have rather ^hosen to take this history out of their own authors, 
than depend «*pon the Christian writers, who were very little ac-* 
quairited with the affairs of the Saracens# * 

Werdhn, however, undertook the command of that army ; and after 
the empetor and sopie of the nobility had gone part of the way with 
Mm, aiw^ta^en thdr leave, he marched with all possible speed towards 
Damascus, the Emperor having given him pyticular charge, to take 
care to cut off all supplies from the Saracen army, which was with 
Caied and Abu Obeidah. .« 

Within a short tin*? after, the Saracens heard that the Emperors 
army was upon their march, nem* Ajnadin, Caled immediately goes 
to Abu Obeidah, to advise with him what was proper to be done in 
this cake. Caled was for having the siege raised, and the Sara<^*ns go 
in a full body against the Grecian army ; and then, if they*got the 
victory, return to the siegs a$fain : but Abu Obeidah told him, that 
he was by no means of that opinion, because the Inhabitants of 
Damascus were already in a very great straight, and their going aw^y 
would, only give, them an opportunity Of getting fresh supplies, both of 
arms and provision, into the town, and thereby enable them to 
prolong the siege. * ; . 

Werd^ri 'S army was very slow upon their march, and* the poor 
besieged Christians were now in great distress Finding no assistance 
$0% the ;Emperor, they proposed teroi$*to the general, and woutdhave 
jgfyeh ( :'Wm iybpo ounces of gold, and 200 suits of silk, upon condition 
"that 'hie;iwmild raise, the siege#; :To .which -;he answered, that he would 
ttbfc .the sijegP unless they^ would either become tributaries, or 
.'Mahometaha;^ if neither of these Conditions ipfeased them, they must 
; ‘St Ahqpt siJt weeks after this, the Saracens 
^0$^ in the dtjir, great exclamations and expressions .. 

• pf jpjfo ** imagine .what should be th N e meaning of it, 

:bui ; *n a’^eti!^hdrt tune .they Were sa^fied, for their scouts brought 
the*Eipperori? 'army was at hand. Caled aghiri would ' 
»dflingiy have gone to meet them 5 but Abu (}bcSdah wquld by ,, 
^pomeahs consent that the siege should be raised. At last they agreed 
: tq:-'ohoQ$0 some very, good soldier, and send him with part of their 
give the Emperdris '.army' diversion, that they - 

j^ii' and disturb the siege. Thq man that Caled pitched U|idh tq*: 
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have the management of this expedition, was Derar Ebn’ol Azwhr, an 
exccllenttsoldier, and most mortal enemy of the Christians, (as indeed 
all of them were, Abu Obeidah only excepted) who Accepted of this 
post very cheerfully, and cared not how many or Iffevv few men he bkd 
with him, provided he Slight be employed in some glorious action 
against the Christians. But Caled told him, that theyt^h they were obliged 
to fight for their religion, yet God had <comman&d no man to throw' 
-himself away, and therefore bad him be content to accept of such 
.assistance as he should think fit to send alorag with him,; and 
ordered him, in case of great danger, to retire to thef army. Derar 
immediately prepaid to go ; and as they were upoh their march, the 
Emperor^ vast army drew near. When the Saracens Saw such a 
multitude, they were afraid, and would willingly have retfred ; but 
Derar swore, that he would not;stir a step back without** fighting. 
And Raphi Ebn Omeira'u told them ? that it was a common thing for 
the Muslemans to rout a great &rmy with an handful of men. The 


armies drew near, aii& notwithstanding the vast disproportion of their 
numbers, Derar advanced, without showing the least token of fear or, 
concern ; and when he came up he always fought most where Werd&n 
jhe general was. And first of all he killed his right-hand man, and 
then the standard-bearer* The standard had in it the c sign ‘of the 
cross, Ind was ' richly adorned witly. precious stones. *'As soon 
as Derai saw it falf, he commanded hjs^ Saracens to iahgbt and 
take it up whilst he defended them. Immediately they, obeyed, md 
he in the mean time laid about him so furiously, that riohe durst cbtne 
within his reach to save the standard. Wcrdfcn, the Emperoris general, 
had a son that was hi$ fathers lieutenant in Hems, who, marched With 
io ? ooo m,en when he* beard that his father was going againsfthe 
Muslemans ; and had the fortune to join him whilst the re' 

engaged. • He obsefvmg Delays activity, and what execution Jk$|d?d 
■among -the Greeks, ^tcl^edhU op^t^jHty,'gnd 

}*>/<• s»t*m itwfrh « Javelin ' turner! Idkh&idif aftrift*. iafwt \afcnkel* .hinri ■ 


* jpoinC : iiC ft stickfinfjgf' 

vjgordusa defm^s^ from , & raj* 

the, (ir^efcs r^^jpa^ $th/ 

prisoner. ‘ Safricefis 

^ 'lope's- of recovering;* 3^^ ; ' 


turns' 'm feack upon his enemies, bffr&ds Gdd and his l ' , pophet'?V'! : |^i i 


. ,^«i; captaiti fa! 4«id'.or ' taken -prisoner^ y et yo to Go<i ^ ft 
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sees what you do;' With these words he restored the battle. In the 
mean time new?* came to Caled, that perar was taken. Upon which 
he immediately' applies hirttself to Abu Obcidah, to know what was 
fiest to be done. Abu Obcidah sent him word, that he should leave 
somebody in |ps place and go himself to rescue Derar. Upon this 1 fe 
leaves M efsarah E$JI& Mesrouk in # his place with 1000 horse, and takipg 
a considerable force mlong with hiin, went with all possible speed to re- 
lieve the Saracens. When those that were engaged sawlfche recruit comp 
up, they«fcll on like Hons ; and Caled charged in the thickest* part of 
them, where there was most banners and standards, in hopes of finding 
Derar prisoner there, but alKn vain. At last there revolted a party of 
them that came with Werdkn's son from Hems, and begged of Caled 
protection and security for themselves and their families. Caled told 
•shorn, that fee 1 would consider that when he came to Hems, and not in 
this place*' Then he asked them if he kflew what was become of 
Derar. They told him tha\ as soon hs he was taken prisoner, Werd&n, 
the general^ had sent him with a guard of iodhetse prisoner to Hems, in 
order to make a present of him to Heraclius the Emperor, Caled was 
glad to hear it, and immediatefy dispatched Rapki Ebn Qmeirah with 
*oo horse to retake Derar. They made all possible haste and took 
the direct pad to Hems ; at last they overtook them, and killed and 
routed' thfem, and recovercc^their friend Derar, and hastened back to ^ 
joimCaled, whoby this* time had entirely debated the Grecian army. 
They pursued them as far as Wadi’l I Idyat, and brought off what, 
plunder, ahd horses, and aims, they could, and returned to the sipge 
of Damascus, which had now r but little hopes of holding out long. 

• The emperor Hsraclius not willing to part with Syria thus,, sent to 
Werdkn again, and gave him the command of 70,00 o men at Ajnadin; 
and commanded him to go and give the Saracens battle, and raise, if 
possible* the siege of Damascus., When thfc news of this preparation 
camp tp €alddVear$j he went to Abu*Obeidah, to consult \ihat was 
• done-? who himj that heuknew that most of their 

; ; great^^eh'wereuabsent It, would be his best way to send for 
-themis? soup & he*CQt*id* Joined ‘their forces, ^hey might 

V giye the empOroris army battle. Yezid Khn Abi 

'la tfttitofry upoivthe confines of Syria; 

. in. Palestine ; Me&d iti Harran ; Nom&n Ebno’l 

. Mffidfr ;it:-Tadmor;\ sAd Amrougbnol#A&s in Ir&k. Upon .this 
1 : the fopowiitg' letter; ' v, * 

'S' * In the name of the most merciful God, , s ‘ * . 

; ; ( ; ?^From Caled Ebno'l Waledto Amrou Ebno'l Ms, health and haji- ' 
:\;ipmess. Know that thy brethren the Muslemans design to pmrdh to 

f ’ fiAwth jCofarao A$1M Reset*! AM, if. Th® great mef> of the th? 
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* Ajnadin, where there is an army consisting of 70,000 Greeks, who 

* purpose to come against us,* that they may extinguish the light of' 

* God with their mouths ; but Gtd preserved) his light 0 in spite of the 

* infidels* As soon therefore as this letter of mine shall come to thy 
Vhands, come with those *hat are with tliee to Ajnadin, where thou 

* shalt find us, if it pleases the most high God/ * *, 

*The lj[ke he sent to the rest of the* generals, a%i immediately gave ' 
orders for the whole army to marcji with bag and baggage, Caled 
himself went m the front, and Abu Obeidah brought up the #?ar. The 
Damascens perceiving the siege raised* and their enemies upon their 
march, took courage, and, ventured out <irpon them with an army of 
6,000 harsc, and ib,cx’>o foot ; the horse under the command of Paul : 
the foot,;of Peter. As soon as Paul came up,, he fell upon Abu Gbei- 
dafo and kept him employed whilst Peter went to seize the spoil 5 for. 
allthcir bajggage, and wealth j and .women, and chiidreti were in the 
rear. Peter brought off a good « part of if, and some of the women ; 
and taking a guard bah of horse and foot, returned towards Damas- 
cus/leaving his brother Paul with the rest of the* army to engage th£ 
Musjemans* /Paul behaved himself so well, that hp beat Abu Obeidah, 
and those that were in the rear, who now wished at his heart that he 
had taken Calebs advice, when he would have persuaded him at first 
to have njarched in the front, and would haye brought up the jeathinv* 
self. Th^ women and < children made grievous' lamentation* au$ all 
things went ill on that side. , Upon this Said Ebn,Sabahh, befog well 
mounted, rode as hard as he could to the front of the army, where 
Caled was, and gave him an account how matters went ; and desired 
him with all possible speed to succour Abu Obeidah. * Wei V saidCaled, 

‘ God’s will be done ; 1‘would have been in the rear at first, but. he wohld 
not let me<; and now you see what is come on it/ Immediately Kb 
dispatches Raphi with 2,000 horse, to relieve the Saracens, fo the te#,, 
and after him Kais Ebn wobe^ah witfi 2,000 more, j ; then 
.paan w}th 3>ooo more ;\then':'Perar Ebn^I^twar with’ 3 ,poo’;icrp^e ; ; ^](:|e- k 
•test of the army lae , 

” c'ame'P^* j:he;sfot^.ihrpjfotter wa^^'ite 

'the were 1 ’ 

every side, ah& tSejkf 

pursued, Paul the, ; g^r^.Whe ^bt;en<mu^teir 

seen Ikkgr b# ^hivedVhim^elf'at tlfo siege of Xfcamascus* add 
heia^tdhfeht against ^erar fumed himaelf 

to Al>uph^idah, Mid not Ptell you that this* devil would/hpf staid;, 
me f afoji followed up closely. Paul being pursued hard, fiung : .h|^|^V 
Off from 4 hfo horse, and endeavouffed to get away on foot 

* *. "" " , - 1 ■ ’.t ' 1 , * 1 ' ■ g #1 j j,’,.'/' 1 ' 

lt \V ^ntestvAyrd* * text of the Alc&rab, S<^ chap, **» 3 a > a*n4 lx»>, % ; \ jV * ! 

35 4' Af»V. is fte s^me % Hebrew -w%4 ' l , ,iy J . t ! 1 
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alighted too, and had just overtaken him, and was a-going to chine 
him ; but he cri&l out, hold ! for in saving me, you save your wives 
and children which we have taken. Derar upon this forbore, and took 
hift prisoner. The Christians were all routed ; so that of those 6,000 
which came out of Damascus, there escaped u orily 100 ; as they were 
afterwards iflformed’Wien the city was taken. 

f 11 Among those other captives which Peter had taken, it fortuned that 
Caulah, Derar’s sister, a bra?/e virago, and a very beautiful woman, 
was one. Derar wau extremely concerned in the loss of his sister, and 
made his complaint to Caled : who bade him be of good cheer ; (or, 
he, we haye taken their general, and some other prisoners, which 
1 exchange for our own ; and there is no question but we shall 
|them all at Damascus. However, they resolved to^go and see if 
> ccnild reaOver them before they got thither. Caled,Raphi, Mei- 
h, and Derar, went in search of the captives ; and ordered Abu 
eidah tp inarch on slowly ’with 'the *^rmy. There were among the 
nen which were taken prisoners, some of \htfHamy antes (a tribe 
i-called amongst the* Arabs) which the Arabians suppose to be de- 
scended from the ancient Amale&tes, These women are used to ride 
on horseback:, and fight as the Amazons did of old. Peter, when he 

f had gof lus prisoners and plunder at some convenient distance, did 
( not make haste to convey them to Damascus, but stayed by the way, 

! being desirous, if possible? to hear of his brothe? Paul's success before 
he went home. . Whilst they rested, they took an , account of the wo- 
ment, and what else they had gotten ; and Peter chose Caulah, Derails 
, sister, for himself, and told his men that she, and no other, should be 
his> and nobody's else* The rest chose each of them one as long as 
they lasted The Greeks went into their tents to refresh themselves, 
and in the meantime the women got altogether, and Caulali said to 
themf 't ’ ‘ What V will you suffer yourselves to fee abused by these Bar- 
! barfehs* h^becqme handmaids and slaves to: these idolaters ? Acre's 


* was not ^he effect of cowardice, but necessity. ‘For, 'says 
d^fencelefjs ; we have neither sworanor spear, hor bpw, nor 
' * But caowotr Wey says Chuiah, ‘take each of us a tent- 
^i4,&S' i 's^d i tipbn eur guard & Who knows but that it may please 
the victory, *br deliver u$ by some means or qtherf'. If ■ 
nqlyuW^AalfVdic, .and be at rest, anti preserve the hbnbuf of our 
Opheirdh swore showas much in the right of iil 
stantl^ resolved upon it, and provided themselves with ‘'Stives, and;, 
commanded in chief. ‘CoAe/ says She, ‘stand rqtmd inaelrCle, ' 
v^jjiiS.i&c'sure you leave no space* between you for any of them to comie 
in tand : cR 'bs a mischief. . Strike their spears with your staVe^atid 
, Swords and their skulls.' As she sppke,$he steppedfotv 
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wards one step, and struck a fellow that stood within her reach, and 
shattered his skull Immediately there was a greaV uproar, and the 
Greeks came running out of their tents to see what* was the matter. 
When ttey came out, there stood the women all up in arms, Peter 
, * called out to Caulah, whom he had chosen for his mistjess, * What's the 
•meaning of this, my dear ? 'Wo^ be to thee, 1 #Sd she, f hnd to all of 
you, thoU (Arpb, Ya kclfa'' nnasramyati) Christian dog. The meaning" 

• of it is, that we design to preserve our honour, and to beat your brains 
*, out with these staves : come, why don't you come to yom* sweetheart 
no t w, for which you ■ reserved yourself? It may be you may receive 
something at her hands, which may prove worth* your while,' Peter 
only, laughed at her, and ordered his men to compass them round, and 
not do them my harm, but only take them prisoners, and gave them 
an especial charge to be careful of his mistress. They emleavou«d 
to obey -his commands, 4 but with very ill success ; for when any horse- 
man came near the women, thby let drfve at the horse's legs, and if 
they brought him fiotfa, his rider was sure to rise ho more. 'When* 
Peter perceived that they were in earnest, he grew very angry, and 
alighted from his horse, and bid his men do so too, and fall upon them 
with their cymiters, The women stood close together, and said one to 
another, ‘Come, let us die honourably, rather titan live jcandhlbusly.’ 
Peter ifcoked, with a gjreat deal of conceal upon his. mistress, and when 
he viewed her beatityand comely proportion and stature, Ipath^o part 
with her, he came near, and gave her good words, and would fain have 
persuaded her. to desist from her enterprise. He told jhet> that ii£<was 
rich and honourable, that he had a great many fine seats, and the like, 
which should all be at her service, and desired her to take pity of her- 
self, and c not to be accessary to her own death. To which she angered, 

} Thou infidel, scoundrel, vile rascal, why dost not come a iittl$ deajfcer, 
that \ may beat thy brims out? This nettled him to Oppose ;;a4j;;he 
drew his sword, and bid hitmen fall upon them ; ana t«ld thcrh,^at 
it, would be a very scandalous thing to jfcfcem in 'all jthd ^ighb^^ood 
jetf jSyria and Arabia, if they 
’ ’ womien\vcre,, jdst, [ititxnf.ifist they 

- ahd.his up* ■ was ttie'ma^l^en 

.. th,^ v s,aW ..^h^dnst fly ^nd the swotds glitter.* , Gated !;^^ r ,RapM 
enq^irorintorthb business t .rode .&* ’ great' haste, : jipfy . 

quickly, ind gave’ him § n acdouut;how' things ffcoou^;^ 
did -hot at all wonder at it, for t fee women of ; 

ih .1.' Asi soon as Demr heard the news, he put forward’ hie ' 

; haWtp go and help the women. ' * Softly, Derat, 

'*ndt ; -so'fast,a man that goes leisurely, about his business, 

*• gain hte poiht, than he that ‘goes. ^ 

! ‘;o;bava*t; paiichb^ X.ttypt go ahd .hd^y.s^l^* ’ 
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men' in order, and Commanded them, as soon as they came up, to en-, 
compass their Enemies. As soon as C^aulah saw the Saracens appear, 
she cried Out, ‘Look ye, my girls, God has sent us help now.’ When the 
Creeks saw the Saracens draw near, they were in a pitiful condition^ 
and began Jo look upon one another very sofrowfully. Peter was now 
4 willing to contrive ^fcme way for his own safely, and called out to the 
* women, ‘Hark ye/ sWd. he, ‘I* pity your condition, for we have sisters 
and mothers, and wives of gur ovan ; therefore I let you go freely for, 
Christ's sake : wherefore, when youv people come up, let them know* 
how civil I haVe been to you/ Having said thus, he turned towards 
the Saracens, and saw two hbrsemen coming apace before the rest. 
One of them (Caled) was completely armed, the other (Derar) naked, 
with a lance in his hand, upon a horse without a saddle. As soon as 
4 'ahiah saw her brother, she called put, ‘ Come hither, brother, though 
God is sufficient without thy help? Then Peter called out’to her, and 
said, ‘Get thee, thy brother, & give* theh to him/ and turned away to get 
off a$ fast as he could. She called after him/ and* said, ‘This fickleness 
of yours is not like the manner of us Arabians ; sometimes you are 
wonderfully fond of me, and express a great deal of love, and then 
again, you are as cold and indifferent as may be/ 6 Away with thee/ says 
he, ‘ 1 hm hpt so fond of thee now as I was before/ ‘Well/ says^she, ‘ I 
am fond Of you, and must h?ve you by all means/ Then she ran up 
to him* and Caled and Derjir were just at hand? As soon as Peter saw 
JDetar, hfe called out tq him, and said, ‘There's your sister, take her, and 
much gobd may she do you ; I make a present of her to you / Derar 
answered, *1 thank you, sir, I accept of your kind present ; but I have 
nothing to return you in lieu of it, but only the point of this spear, 
therefore be pleased, to accept of it' At the satne time, Caulah struck 
the logs of his horse, and brought him down. Derar took him as he 
feEj ajnd struck him through and through, and cut pff his hejd, and 
put^it upon? his iance. Then all the Saracens fell on, and fought till 
they had Wiled 3000 men* /The rest raff away, and the Saracens pur- 
' tp the^gsates' of/IphmaScUs^. and returned enriched with 

';^hd^'“hprses, £nd>rtnour. • Calied now thought it high ffme to re- 
^Ot>eida 4 ?^ fearing that Weird&n should have fallen upon 
marched forthwith* and as soon as the army saw Caled 
*smd .'SK' ^cbmpany/they''shouted®oW' an ‘Allah Acbar/ and Caled an- 
- When^thdjr came up £0 the <army, they gave them a 
p£ their Whole acHnentu^p, especially the, Rattle of" 
with Much they made themselves very mttfi ' Thdh' Cal^d _ 

1 Paul, who was taken prisoner before, and bid him turn J&fc : 

or else he would serve him as he had done his brother* 
that?' said Paul. iWhy/ says Caled, ‘ I have killed him, jand here 
' When he saw the head he wept, and said, that hp 4*4 

survive him; upon which Caled commanded him i# 

- . .... . /•; 
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T,he abovc+menUoned Saracen captains, whom Caled wrote to, to 
meet him at Ajnadin, prepared to come as soon as they had received 
the letter ; ■ and that which was fnost remarkable was, though they were 
at places of a different distance, yet they all happened to meet there 
'the 'same day, Friday, i3feh July, 633, which they all interpreted as a 
singular providence* The armies came within skht of cue another, 
and the Saracens were something at a stand^when they , saw the 
Emperors, army, consisting of no {ess than 70,000. Those who had 
been in Persia, and seen the vast armies of Cosroes, confessed that 
they had never seen any thing beyond this, either in aspect of their 
number, or military preparation* They sat down m sight of one another 
that night, and early ft e next morning prepared for battle. Caled rode 
about amongst the ranks of his men, and told them, ‘that they, now 
saw the blggeSt army of the Greeks, that ever they Were hkp to 
that if they came off conquerors, aft was their own, and nothing would 
be able to stand against them for thu time to come.' * Therefore/ ndds 
lie f ‘fight in good earnest, and take religion's part, and (jf kor 4 n y chap, 
viii., v. 15, 16*) be sure that you do not turn your backs, strtd so be 
damned for your pains. Stand clos^ together, and don't make any 
assault, till you hear the word of command ; and see that you mind 
yopr business, and have your wits and your hearts about yep. 1 * , Nor 
. was Weird&n, on the other side, negligent in encouraging his men to do , 
their bes^ He called his officers together and said, ‘ You know fhat 
the Emperor has a great concern upon him for .yon, mail if, you- "should 
shrink now you come to face your enemies, and lose the field, ftwphjW 
t& such a blow, as could never be recovered, and these Arabs witt take 
possession of all, and kill your men, and make slaves of ybur 
and children. All is nojv at stake, therefore stand to it stoutly, a »4 df*$t 
flinch, but fight unanimously and courageously. Besides wO.'havfi three 
to their one for your comfort, and call upon Christ* and 
you,' <Calcd was very apprehensive of that great army,' \atyd' , 

wj^s willing to go to work' as warily as he could, lie asked |hfe» uae», 
\yMch of them would go and take a view of the anayi'Si!id^iig'« 
Recount of their order and number ? , Derar, whdW&s hey^';backwafd ; 
in anything /thaiktlongjod 'to A spldier, . ^r 6 ffered''h|s;se^ 4 »f 
jhdn/'iays Caled, * thou shah go, and gj> 
chafgc'thee, 'Eferer, fhatjthou do not ^ssaolt tjie% 

' wit&dbttny order; and sobe accessary to thyown ’ 

gdfesj ahd Views 'their order, thefyarjms and standards, 
playo^ and colours flying:* Werd^n cas|his eye upuxi hlt^' 
ininghim 'to be a scout, sent a party of 30 horse to sekjc 
him into the army. "When they advanced Derar ran; nyayy 
after him* till he had drawn them a good way from the Army, 
w he faced abpiit, and fell upon them like. a licit ' f\n% 'kfi 1 

^ifcjrougli $$, lance, and tiien tptmy 
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‘beat them grievously until of 30 he had unhorsed 17. The rest 
fled before hitp until they came pretty near the Grecian camp, and 
then he turned -off, and came back to Galed* * Did not 1 warn you not 
to fight without order?' said Calcd. ‘Nay/ said Derar, ‘I did not 
begin first, but they came out to take me, and I was afraid that God- 
should see me , tur^ my back ; and indeed I fought with good earnest, 
and withoift doubt *fead assisted me against them ; and if it had not 
been for disobeying yebr order, T should not have come away as 1 did ; 
and I perceive already that they will fall into our hands/ 

Then Galed set 'his army in good order. Mead Ebn JabeJ, and 1 
NomAn Ebno’fiftokarren led the right wing j and Said Ebn Amer, and 
SerjabU Ebn Hasanah the left." Yezid Ebn Abi Sophyan with 4,000 
horse guarded the baggage, women, and children, Caulah and Ophci- 
rah, And several other women in the highest rank and chief families 
o£ the Arabian tribes, with a grfeflt many more of inferior note, pre- 
pared themselves for the battle. Coaled turncd*about to them and Said, 

* Noble gifb assure yourselves that what you is very, acceptable 
to Gbd and his apostle, and the Muslemans ; "ymi'will hereby purchase 
a lasting ipethory, and the gates of paradise will be opened to you. 
And assure yourselves, that I repose a great deal of confidence in you. 
If any pArty of the Greeks fall upon you, fight for yourselves; and if 
you , see any of the Muslenians turn his back, stay him, and ask him 
whether he runs from his family and children ; f$r by this means you 
will entourage the^Muslcrti^s tp fight/ Opheirah told him, tKat they 
wepfe alt t$Ay to fight? till they died. 

Then he r ode; about, and encouraged his men, and bid them fight for 
the Sake of their wives and children, and religion, and stand close to 
it ; for if, they Were beaten, they had no place to escape to, nor any 
thihgteft to tjust to. After this he went into the main body of the 
army, 'And’ stood there with Amrou Ebnol Ads, Abdo’rrahm&n the 
Caliph Vson, Kab Ebn Hob£irah, Rapid Ebtf Omeirah, and several 
, oth^f"'SarAtens of note. The two armi<b covered all the plains : the 
Cjhmtfohs th&de A great noise, and the Saracens repeated as fast as 
Flaha, ilia AHAh, Mah^mmed Resoul Allhh :’ 0 that is, 
'One pod '*> Mahomet is the apostle, of Cod/ finr author 
ttdbus, thsM: j\$t before the battle began> there cAme out a grave old 
. ChfistM knlty, hnd wept; towards the Saracens, and;. 

general. Caled r came forth to him, and the old man 
askOiSTfllcu If ■ 'he : was the general ? ‘Thsy looieupon me as such' (said 
Ca&^f^lbpg'as'I continue in my du$ towards God, and the obaefe' 
tof. v what he *has left us by his prophet Mahomet bf blessed 
; otherwise I have no command or authority over them.* The 
told him that they were* come to invade a, land which had 
be^y attempted oft-times before but with very ill success. That tho$p 
who^'bad ^hdertook the conquest of it had found their scpukureb:lpy. 



t 9 o a parley— mrar impatient, islet loosely caled* 

that very plaqe where they designed to erect their empire. That, though 
they had lately obtained a victory over the Christians, yet they must 
not expect that the advantage f would long continue oi/their side : that 
the emperor had sent a very numerous army: that 3he general,, how- 

# ever, had sent him to acquaint him that if they would depart without 

* any acts Of hostility, he would present every Saracen jp the army with 
fa suit of clothes, a turbant, and a piece of moneA and the general him* 
self with 10 spits, and ioo pieces* * And to theix master, Abubeker, the* 
Caliph, ioo suits, and iooq pieces* * No,* said the Saracen, 6 no peace, 
but either become tributaries forthwith,' or else Mahometan?; otherwise 
th$ sword must determine the controversy betwixt 'hs. And as for 
your great arniy you speak of ; we afe promised the victory by our 

, prophet Mahomet, in the book which was sent down to him. And then 
for your proffer of giving Us vests, turbants, and money, we shall in a 
short time be masters of all your clothes, and ail the good things yea 
have about you/ Mcffd encouraged the Saracens with the hopes of 
paradise, and the enjoyment oY everlasting life, if they fought fo* the ' 
cause of God and ixligkm, ‘Softly/ said Caled, ‘ let megot theni all* 
into good order before you set them upon fighting/ When he had 
done setting them in order, he said, ^Look to it, for yoijr ehehdes are 
two to your one, and there is no breaking them, but, by ©unwinding 
them* Hold out until the evening, for that is the ftme^n which the 
prophet obtained the victory. Have a qpre you don't turn Jpuf backs, 
for God*$ees you/ f he armies were nqjv* come yery neftyerid- the 
Armenian archers shot at the Saracens, and aentf^ 
great many ; but Caled would not let a man stir. Derar* at last, 
impatient of delay, said, ‘What do we stand still for?' The enemywill 
think we are afraid of him ; prithee give us the word of command, apei 
let us go/ Caled gatfe him leave, and he began the baftle ; and in a 
little time a great part of both the armies were -engaged; ;ahd -aigr^at 
many*feil on bpth sides* but more Christians than ' 

perceiving the great disadvantage his men laboured uhddrfwas'’ |» 'great . 

, perplexity, and -advised frith hi$ officers what was best id be iohe. # 

jWnio 'flirt, of a general, nor any terms he could ' 

'^‘i^cosSra^ despesately 'a$. Ishd -Sirae^ ‘ . 

who ^red notfor their ,hyes,;being^^ of thetpi 'felly : 

whb$beyer yas killed in tighting : $r" 'ike v t| 

^buld„ , c^taMty , reqeive‘& omwn oHrnartyrdon*. l 

that rftofhing' will; itiakfr men' expose themfdyes 

greatest dangers^ like" z spirit bferithusiasim ' lawns' 

best thing' they could do- would V to*ci«^yenf 

Saracens by some stratagem, which / 

the rest* and facilitate ^ victory. 

manner,;; Z toessengerwas to be sent to 

“'a retreat, and ' let the battle - cease' for; that' ’ 
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next morning at a certain place within view of bath die armies, where 
they, the two jjejierals alone, might treat, in order to find out some 
expedient for tite preventing the efiusiop of so much blood, as must of 
necessity be JostlW both sides, *f the war continued. There was to be 
an ambuscade oh lo men conveniently placed, to seize the Saracen. 
The message delivered to one D^vid, who was privy to the secrete 
% W hen he Itfad received his errand, he went and enquired for Caled, 

* who rode to him, andrwith a stern look presented his lance. ‘Sir/ said 
David, £ I am no soldier, but have 9nly a message to cfeliver to you ; 
therefore pray turn ~your lance away whilst I am talking with you.' 
Upon which Chled laid his lance across upon the pummel of his J 
saddle, and said, '* Speak to the purpose then, and tell no lies/ ‘ So I Mil/ 
says David, ‘if you will promise me security for myself and my family/ 
Which Caled had no sooner done, but he acquainted him thoroughly 
with the "Whole business. * Well/ said Caled, ‘go and t elf him it shall be 
so/ Presently after Abu Obcid^h met Died, and observing an 
unusual briskness and gaiet^in hfe countenance, asked him what was 

* the matter? Caled told him the contrivant>e P <and added, ‘I durst 
venture to go alone, and engage to bring thee all their heads along 
with me/ Abu Qbcidah told fai’m that he was a person likely enough 

, to do such a thing \ but since the prophet had no where commanded 
them to expose themselves to unnecessary danger, he would haye him 
take 10 mfen to answer theim Derar thought it not the best way to 
defer* it till the mornings but was for going thht evening to surprise 
thatambuscade. Hnving obtained leave, he went, after it was dark, 
towards the place* whither Werdhn had sent his ambuscade before. 
When he came near, he ordered his men to stand still, whilst he went 
to observe their postyure. Then he put off his clothes (for he .was as 
often used to go without as with) and took his sword, and went creep- 
ing along, tili lie came so near as to hear them snore, for th$y were all 
dihbk a#d asleep, and their arms lay under £heir heads. Having so 
bppt^umity, he had mdeh ado to forbear killing them himself ; 

; but considering that one of them might possibly awaken the other, he 
backhand brought his companions along with him, who took 
jna|j, and dispatchedthe ambuscade with dl imagin- 
and secrecy. The next dung to b 6 done was«to strip these 
put W their clothes, for feat any of the Greeks should chance 
'“'to; come by the seeing them in thek Arabian habit, make a 

idiSUSfkry# : Derar to}d tlfem that it was a gopd omen, and that he did . 
vhqfc at all question but that God would' fulfil his promise to them; d 

break df day, Caled said 9 the morning prayer m the camp, 
drew up his army in order of battle : then he put oh i yqjlovr silk 
green turbant As sooVi as the Christians saw the Saracens 
4 i^jprdet, Werdkn sent up an horseman, who, rode to the front of the , 
/ and cried 0Xit > ‘Hark ye, you Arabians ^ is this (air play ? 
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‘Have you forgot the agreement you made with us yesterday V *How ^ 
said Gated ; ‘what l charge us with breach of promise ?J * The general/ 
answered the messenger, ‘expects you should be as gq^d as your word, 
and meet him, in order to treat of peace/ * Go and tel# him/ says Gated, 

* that I ami just a coming/ Quickly after, Caled Wetdhn go 'out 
Htpoh a mule, very richfy dressed and adorned wich gold chains and 
precious stones/ ‘ Hah V says he, J this will be alf ours by-and-by, if it 
please God/ Then he went after hin^and when h$was almost at him they* 

, both alighted. *When Werdhn had drawn Jam prettynear the place where 
the ambusji lay, they sat down opposite to one another to discourse, but 
Werdkn still kept his hand upon the hilt of his sword, forfear the Saracen 
should chance to fall upon him on a Sudden. i Come/ says Caled, ‘now let 
us hear what you have to say ; but be sure yon deal fairly, and like a 
man, and tell no lies; for it does not at all become men in eminent 
stations to; deal deceitfully, and use tricks/ ‘What.I desine of*you/ sail 
Werdkri, ‘is, that you vould let uh know what you wQuId have, and 
come to some reasonable terms, that w£ may have peace, arid five at 
quiet on both sides p and 1 whatsoever you desire of us, we Will give you 4 
freely, for we know that you are a poor sort of people, and live Ip a Mirren 
country, and in great scantiness anil scarcity ; therefore if a small 
matter will content you, we will give it you willingly/ ‘Alas J, for thee, 
thou Christian dog/ said Caled, f we bless God that he has prpVided a 
great deal better for us than to live upon your charity, and** what you 
please to spare; for hfc has given all that ^you have freely to 'ui, nay, 
even your wives and your children to be divided amongst ' us, unless 
you can say,/ tA ilaha, &c. There is but one God, MAhoniet is ( thd 
apostle of God;' or if you do not like that, pay tribute., If thatwill 
not do; then let the sword determine between qg, and Gbd give fhO 
victory to which side he pleases. There are ho other terms to be had 
of us. Aftd for your talking of peace to us, wc for our parts take riibrq , 
delight, in war,; and for*., your saying that we are sudh a^oriteidppf^te, 
people* 1 would have you know* that wc reckon yoqnd; fetter thaii dog^ 
You see I don’t talk like a man that is much inclined to peace ; jjlf 
. the imeaiimg of your calling me hither was, thatjmi 'mlght/Mye‘'^|''; ! 

' alone'; here we are' in a pjaeq fiy qurselves, far enough' 

: army and y&irs ; conic and %ht with pic if yot^dato/ ; 

up<m ;tW$, Werdkn rode up, but trustkig t to*ius a$btf v 
hasto'lp m iw h’is v sworth Caled- seized him forthwith, " 

and turned him about every way. , Then 1 1ft cried,. 4 , , 

hither, ‘this Arab has 'seized mV 1 As^ soon a$ tt^ey 'bearft;hfe 
they came forth, and Werdkn, at drst sight, took\hbm tb b&hiS^hj/ 
men ; , l?ut when they -came nearer, and he saw Dmr jbefore tbepy , 
with nothing on but, a pair of breeches, and shaking his/strdrd at hitti* 
he began to be extremely uneasy, and said tq Caletl^ I beg pf yoU jidt/',,' 
into the hands of that devil (Atak '*C»ckW' wise ' 
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sight of him, it^vas he that killed my. son. Caled swore by God, that 
when he came Vp, he would kill him ^oo. By this time Deiwr was 
cbme upland sa¥l, * Now thou* cursed wretch, what is become of thy 
deceit, with whiclkthou wouldst. have ensnared the companions of the 
apostle of God ?’ Xnd was just going to kill htm. ‘ Hold/ said. Caled, * 

' let him .alone till I JJiye you the word/ When he saw himself in the. 
»*idst of his enemies,^ he fell ppop the ground, and began to cry 
quarter : but Caled answered, 4 Lh ^man ilia Beimdn ; no quarter (or . 
security) wfcere there; is no faith kept. You pretended to peace, and t 
at the same time**lesigned to murder me treacherously/ The word was ■ 
no sooner out of hissnouth, butiDerar struck his head off. They tlfen 
stripped him, and put his head upon the point of Caled’s lance, and 
marclied towards the army. As soon as the Christians espied them, 
%y thought they had been their own men, and that Werdhn had 
brought the Saracen’s head along with him. Tire Saracens thought so 
too, and were under great coi\cem*for ^CalecL ' As soon as ever they 
came near, they charged the Christians, and Ahu*Oheidah (who com- 
manded the army in €aled’s absence) knew them, and told his men. 
Then they fell on, and engaged inwall parts with all the vigour imagin- 
ably. . The fight, or rather the slaughter, continued till evening. The 
Christian army was entirely routed and defeated* The Saracens killed 
that day 5^,<too men. Those that escaped fled, some of tl#em to 
Caesarea, Others to Damascus, *Und some to Antlbch. The Saracens 
took plunder of inestimable* value, and a great many banners, and 
crosses made , of gpld and silver, precious stones, -silver and gold # 
chains, rich, clothes, and arms without number ; which Caled said he 
would nqt, divide till Damascus was taken. Upon this Caled sends a 
messenger with the following letter, to Abubeker, the Caliph : — 
fin the name of the most merciful God. From the seryant'of God, 
''Caled Eh n Walled, to the successor of the apostle of God, upon 
*w,hof$ be thgi blessing of God, I praise*God, who is the only God, 
f and f fhere* is none other besides him ; and I pray for his prophet 
f Mahomet, upon Whom be the blessing of God ; and 1 praise him, and 
4 to. him stftl more, for his delivering the true believes, and 

" ictoSatefe, and extinguishing the tight of tlidfee that err. 

; Hmpgror pf the, faithful, that we met with the 

' Ajn^din, with kVerddn the Prefect of Hems ; and , ‘ 

(Arab. e. by theij; religion) Christ, that 

woiyjl^.not run away, nor turn t®cir backs, though they were' 

' tojod m the last mafo ; so we /ell upon thenf^afling upon God, and 
^'strys^ng hpon him, and God supported, us, and gave ufc the victory* 
'^ah^iaUr enemies were decreed to \x overcome, and, we killed them on * v 
sides to the number of 50,000, men ; and we lost of the Muslem^ns > 
474. m®* 1 . 5 , t&d this letter is Written on 

the thirtieth of die first Jomadah ; and Waie’itoW’’ '* 
■ V:^: ■ #l ■ ’ */ ^ .13 . J — \ 



194 ' TUB ARABIANS Cl AMOROUS TO SMUT M1V SYRIA* 

‘returning to Damascus, if it please God. Pray for out success and 
* prosperity. Farewell. The peace and blessing of G$d be upon thee 
4 and all the Muslemans.* * / 

As.^oon as the messenger told the Caliph the newjf he fell down 

• worshipped God. Then*he opened the letter and n&d it over, first to 
himself, and then to those that were about him., ^The ngws immedi- 
ately flew through all the country, and the hungry. Arabians came, 

# thronging: to Medinah, to beg leave of*the Caliph to go intoSyria, all < 
of theiti expecting great places and large possessions, and ^ were very 
WiHing,to exchange the uncultivated deserts of Arabia, Petrsea, for the 
delicacies of, Damascus. Omar did iby no means approve of their 
motion, but said b* Abubeker, 4 You know what sort of fellows these 
4 were to us, when time; was; when they Were able to oppose us, and we 
4 were but feiir in number, they endeavoured to the utmqpt.pf their 
4 power, to ruin our region, and put out the fight of God ; and When 
4 they did turn, if Was only to save themselves ; and now they $e£ ; God 
4 has been pleased tqh*ess our forces with success, they are willing to 
‘share in the spoil, and they will go and makv a diku|ba^e'.a^ipng 
4 those who have got it with their swerds. Therefore I pray, tot pone of 
4 them go ; but let those who have won it, wear it 1 Abubeker was of 
his rgind. As soon as the inhabitants of Meccah heard it, they were 
greatly? concerned, and thought themselves very much affronted. §pm<? 
olfhe vCoreistae (a noble tribe amongf'the, Arabs and which hod-yip- 
lently opposed Mahomet at his first setting put, and made hro fiee 
jfrorn Meccah to Medinah) came in a body to make their cpmplaunf to 
Abubeker the Caliph, whom they found sitting with some hfusleoians, 
Ali an the right hand and Omar on his left When they had paid dm 
reverence to the Caliph, Abu Sophyan accosted Omr after] this 

, manner's 4 It is true,: in the times of ignorance , 11 there used to be gash- 
ing and difference atiugftgst us, and we did what we could ^gainsfyou, 
and fm the like to us, But #ow since it has pleased God to , direct m 
both iptd; the true religion, that ought to desfrdy ail 
■tdOS. between. uv/ For the faith destroys hatred and variance, ok^weii; 
as iddwtrjr ; add yet you co^hbe ybur hatred still, nofwith^a^ifewe'. 
are your b^hren-tu r&ligfon, *$at&as 

_ is 'dtdtheahing of this 
''^d^^^beattsTrom 

of the true religion before us we confess, ahd are^b^^ 

' snpre, to 'pay you all the respect which is due,* ; 
held hi$ peace, and Arak commended ^nd seconded him.- uThea^iAbu - 
'Sophyan desired tJie Cafiph and all the Musleman#^ beat|witn^ss : \ 
that 'he' took upon 'himself 
likedi&sdl the chief of Meccah : whiah>';werevpr^ep^ : : 

‘ the ^^J|^^and"'tnade^ him be^conittn^ 

\ ■' ' V ‘ \ &> they all tftll Uie ttee jt f . 
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he prayed to Gfcd to confirm them ia their good resolutions, and bless 
them with answfrable success. Then 'he wrote a letter to Caled, in 
which he acquainted him th&t he had received his with great satisfac- 
tion; and that heVaad sent to him some of the chief of Meccali and 
the adjacent country, particularly Amrou Eton Maadi, and Malck - 
Alasht&r ; and <Jhterl«j him, after he had conquered Damascus, to go 
to Hetns, Mearral^ and Aqtiodh ; and bid him be kind, to the* 
Muslemans, and think upon mortality, and so concluded* When he had 
done, he staled it with Mahomet's seal, and delivered it to Abdo’rrah* 
man, the same tk^t brought him the letter from Caled, ( - 

When Catled sent the letter to Abubeker he was pn his march from 
Ajnadin to Damascus. The poor inhabitants had heard the lamen- 
table news of the loss of the Emperor’s general and army. In the mean- 
time, whilst the SaracOns were absent, a great many of tffe inhabitants 
of the neighbouring villages to secure themselves got into Damascus. 
The return of the Saracens w^> daity expected, and all manner of war- 
like preparation was made for the enduring a sjog$* Their engines were 
planted upon thfe wall$, and banners displayed. In a little time their 
hearts ached, when they saw the <6araceh$ appear with a formidable 
army, flushed with success, and enriched with the spoils of their coun- 
tTymetttmd neighbours, Amrou Ebno’l Aas led the front, consisting 
of above 9*000 horse. After him came Abu Sophyan with 2,oqp, then 
Scrjabjt Eton Hasanah (wh*> wts one of Mahometfs secretaries jvheh hr 
wrote the Alcoran), ai*d aftef him Omar Ebn Rebiyah. Caled marched 
in the fear, and brought up the rest of the army under the standard 
of the Mack eagle* When they were within a mile of the city, Cale£T 
called aU the generate together, and gave them their respective charges, 
arid, said to Abu Obeidah * You know very well the villainy and deceit 

* of these people, and how they came and fell upon our rt&r, as we 
*\fere iff our march tp Ajnadin, Have a care % of them therefore, and 
^ donft be soikvotifable, nor agree to giv%them security, for they will 

* cesrfelniy play soihe trick with you., Go and sif down before the gate 

id assault them frequently, and don’t let 

uneasy?'- for victory is the reward of 



might hot please himself with thejjjiy things ,1 . ( 

;; the possessions pf it ^ For they did not fight for dominion* but in 
receiving a reward from God, and having their, portion 
And they -used to ,set those tents and spoil wh|ch tsfey 
1 great dteiancefrom them ; and if atafiy timethieyf * 
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* of God was not mentioned over it when it was killed// Abu Sophyart 
was; placed over against the' ljttle gate ; Serjabil EbMiasanah at St. 
ThomasVgate, with 2,000 horse ; Amrou EWol Aas&t paradise gate } 
Kai$ 3 ?bn Hobeirah sat down before the gate lOfisan. There ‘Was 
*' another Which was called St. Mark's gate, where jnere never was any 
ifightin^ (.whether because of the incommodiousntfls of th#>ptaee, or for 
what other reason I know not), which upon , 4 tat account was called 
, Bao’bassalmah, the gate of peace, After he had given orders, he Went 
himself and sat down before the East gate. Than he called Derar to 
him, md gave him the command of 2,000 horse, ard ordered him to 
keep riding round about, the camp, arkl never stand still long in any 
place, for fear any auccqurs should come from the Emperor and sur- 
prise the can\n ; 1 and/ says he , 4 if they 1 be too hard for thee, send to 
me ahd I will help thee/ 4 1 suppose then/ said Derar, 4 tbnt t 
stand still the meanwhile/ 4 No 1 ; no/ said Caled, * I don't $0 
neither/ There were none of the Saracens bn horse-back, but those 
which were with Dinar} whose business it was to ride; rouu^the : camp, 
and guard it; for the Saracens, if they engaged • ?,%r|b/Ssfed''. their 
horses, if otherwise, they for the most part fought on foot Cdled hav- 
ing thus formed his siege, the next morning early the besieged; sailfed 
out, and the fight continued tin the evening. That same da^ Gated 
received Abubeker^s letter, and after the light Was over sent fo the 
'generals?, who were pdsted at ‘the sevetaf gates# ; , '> ! c? ; v : S ] : f’ ' 
The poor inhabitants perceiving themselves 
tamest, began to think of coming to terms, and rathe?; ; subtw‘m ; 5 |ay 
tribute, and to secure their lives and fortunes, than by standii^ltbhtji 
expore themselves to inevitable death. The chief of them mbt,; 'jjp&g 
considerable part of* them were very much Inclined to surrender. 
Thomas , 0 the Emperor’s son-in-law, lived .then in DmnascUs/ku^ift* a 
private man, nof fo '^y;Commissiott' 1 i though the' Em|^rojr|!had 
. offered him honoura^tg posts^he refused to accept of any emplo^iiieirrf; 
'•bpf was nevertheless^ 'a person l tml jp-eat qouinge, ’and: apt . eacfifeht 
, 0 m; «rf, rc^pedr^i'^la duaftty and abilhi$| r ^he;>citlifeba; ‘ 
. th do 

, aeejmed^ 

Arabs, poor Welches, naked" #od h&reif '■ 
arn^shdtdd’ be able fo pui' irtch-a* ; 

theidmat the' Arabs were ma^tefe of '-tip 

owing to their fear ; ! tha|then^'was a jgEiriehfcg> 'dtet . . 
^pect of number, arta^s, it^lvbvdst’y/hiiig else con-' * 

sidemble, between them apsd the ' 1 Damascene. ' '&ddihg* fhat ’’ 

' no reason to despair of th^ vfefor^ “ The attaehS' . fold’' him/'%ftit ifebi >; 5 
missipiij^that he was Utider a gr^ad^ 

; the.A^ivl^d fomshedrheth ^ ' 
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way, though uiMer never so great disadvantages ; for they steadfastly 
believe that ev«u one of their own men that is killed passes imme- 
diately to paradJb, and every one of <*irs to hell ; and this makes 
them desperate.' WTo which Thomas answered, that it was plain from 
thence that they Mkl no true colirage who wq*e forced to make use of t 
such an artifipe to eft^urage themselves to fight. 4 Well, sir/ said they, ' 
{if you will be pleased to help us> and put, us in a way to make a* 
defence, we shall be St your £ervffce, otherwise we must surrender.' 
Thomas was afraid they should be irt earnest ; and, after a little pause, 
he promised to go out with them the next morning. 

They kept watch all the night, pnd supplied the absence of the sun with 
numberless lights placed in the turrets. The Saracens were encouraging 
one another to do their utmost against the enemies of God, as they 
used to cajl all but themselves. In the morning early alley prepared 
lor battle ; and the Saracens were,ready to make a general assault. 
All the generals, said their prayers,among their men, and Caled bad 
.them bold out, for they shoifld rest after death; adding, that is the 
best rest i^hich jshaft *ever be succeeded by any*fttaiir. Thomas was 
ready in the raprning, and Justus he was going out, they set up a 
crucifix at the gate, and the bishop, attended with some other of the 
clergy; brought the New Testament, and placed it at a little distance 
ftopi c#*<£fix. As Thomas went out at the gate, he laid his*liand 
upon the cover of the Testament, and said , 4 O Qpd l if our religion be 
hlblp tis,: and deliver ut not into the hand of our enemies ; but 
overthrow the oppressor, for thou knowest him, O Gbd, help those 
which profess the truth, and are in the right way.' Serjabil heard hint 
say somcthing,but could not tell what ; and when Romanus (who was the 
treacherous gavemor*of Bostra, and used to be # their interpreted) had 
explained it to him, he was very angry, and Cried out, ‘Thou Jiest, thou 
for Jesus is of no more account with God than Adam, 
jiim put of the dust, and made hm a living man, walking 
and afterwards . raided bun to heaven. The battle was 
joippd forthwith, and Thomas fought admirably well; he was an in- 
t c^p^i^hs; ’.archer, abd shot; a. great many of. the , Saracens. t Among 
1 wounded ftb&n Ebn Said with a poisoned ar$ow. AMn 

'drpySiduf' Iteftarrow, and, upfolding his turban, bound up the wound 
'felp erfifcct -«xf pbisoh in bis body, and not being 
up 'any longer, was carried into the camp, where his 
dpjtyfr would by aft means unbind the jvoundj to dress it ; but hp t$d 
_ . if . they • d|<^ ‘ ; should 1 die. • instantly. Which ' accordingly 

they had no sooner ^opened it, but he imimdiately 
languished I and. when he could speak no longer, continued testifying*, 

' 4te^fa$tne$s of Jvls belief in God and Mahomet 

’niattied , no longer' ago than when the, 

^Ajnad a km& virago, one ijf the.fightrniAort, whp . 



198 PE AT a OFABAtf :-+A VENGBD &V Jf/S WWOW. 

bow and arrows very well As soon as she heard the nj&ws of his death, 
she came running m great haste ; and when she sa*$ him, she here it 
with admirable patience, ancFsaid, < Happy art thou/uny dear, thou art 
gone \to thy Lord, who first joined us together, a^d then Marled; us 
* hSMmfcr : I will revenge thy death, and endeaVoujfto the utmost of my 
power to Come to the place where thou art* clause* I love thee. 
•Henceforth shall no man ever touch me mo|e, for I have dedicated 
myself to the service of God/ Then they washed him (as is their 
custom) and buried him forthwith, wfth the usijal solemnities* She 
never wept nor wailed, but with a courage abo^ what could be 
expected from .the weakness of hey sex, armed herself with his 
weapons, and went into the battle without Caled’s notice. When she , 
came into the fieW, she asked whereabouts it was that AMn was 
killed* Thtfy told her, over against St, Thomas^ Gate* and tjvt . 
Thomas, the Empercjfs son-indrw, was the man that, did it Away 
she went towards the place, and w : th tip first arrow shut thy standard- 
bearer in the hand, , , The standard fell down, and -$*0 ;.Si#Fh'cens‘ 
instantly snatched it up, and carried it off. Thoma^W&S "IgrpyoUsly 
concerned at the loss of the standard, and laid about him fuidously, 
and ordered his men to look about them narrowly, to see $ they could 
find jt any where, and retake it, if possible. When die Saracens’' that 
had lt^saw themselves hard beset, they shifted it from Mother, 

. till it cym« Id SerfabdW hands.. ' The' JD^nascens' 

With a great deal of '.'courage and vigour, and th^re ' '^ah^jSiddst 
Woody battle ; and all the while the engines played Trim* ^ijlls 

"Upon the Saracens, and threw stones and arrows as thick 
They plied them so well from the walls, that the^SMcens . wym %ced 
to retreat, and fight put of the reach of the engines* Thomas at list 
spied Hie stands in ^rijabips ha$d, made Up to fell 

upon him Jike ( a liom ^ ^Upon which Serjybil .threw the. standard. &my,‘ 
afid'yngaged'his adyet|afyi\ d^h^^th^’^re'fightipg,, end eyery : hne .• 
^admiiyd ' 

'they h$d her, v|nan;;8idt;’kped ,#&> husband. ;'A$secri v 

iflbe ijedtd ;thMTdjfc.3(^^ *#4* $but 1 

' dye;';; hjtsymi Jb£ : city SjW' 

ThPo##d:Jjhn;cl o$d, ; and;'pie 4 '300 in j^e 'Ihye gone t , 

* Iter’ hiht,,^rihe K r,;but they.,, durst hof;for the engines, ’’ ; v ^ v ’ 

'■ 'Thottins,had hls^^dreWed* hut 

hs gbto'his hnu^Jthbugh dWvinhabitahhf 

very pinch, hi^thit there* wa§ negood tofae . 

Arabs^hufethat ;■ 

not eethte 'hff'sp ;\$hafc they^hould ^^ takh 

,. eye 'putvithyeve^ed/* 5 He cotvsidered whit a ‘be 

■. upon "hk '?honouf, 'hud how 1 f% * 
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if he should Vjuffer himself to be disheartened and daunted by the 
Arabs. The Vbattle continued till flight parted them ; Thomas 
a|l? the while Continued in the gate, meditating revenge. When 
it 4 wft$ dark, ho\sentfor the, chief men of the city, and not at all 
daunted, said to %iem, i Look ye, you have* to do with a people who 
have neither good 4 manners, nor religion, nor any faith or honesty 
•'belonging to them (fijr which yeorjs my author is very angry with him, 
and gives him an hearty cur # se # ) jyid if they should riUke any agree- 
ment with you, and give you security, they’ll never stand to their word’ 
but lay the country waste : and how can you bear to see what is 
dearest to you invaded, and yOur poor children made slaves* and your- 
selves turned out of house and harbour, and deprived of all the con- 
veniences of life V They told him they were ready at his service, 
neither to fight upon the walls, or to , sally. Then tife ordered them 

every man to make ready with all possible speed and all the silence 
imaginable, that they might #iot give <he least alarm to the Saracens. 
All tW ?umed;men were drawn up at the sd-wjsal gates, and upon a 
Signal given by one^ingle stroke upon a bell, the gates were all opened 
at the sathe instant ; the Christians (some few only excepted, who 
were left to sebure the gates and the walls) sallied out all together, and 
pourefi in upon the Saracen camp like a torrent, in hopes of finding them 
Wbuhded^and tired, and altogether unprovided to receive sew vigorous 
anktSml^ The? whole cemjJ was immediately'al armed ; ai*l as soon 
Gated knew- it, he* said, *0 God, who never sleepest, look upon thy 
Servants," and do not deliver them into the hands of their enemies/ 
their he ordered Phelj^n Ebn Zeyad to supply his place, and rSjte 
With 400 men as as he could, and the team lay upon his cheeks for 
the concern he had upon him for his dear Saracens; The care of 
Seijabil jtnd Abu Obeidah made him very anxious, being well aware of 
Thotna^s valour. When he came near the g$te, ho found hbw things 
stood j Thomas had fallen violently upon the Saracens, and bhfore he 
pame odt, commanded his men to give quarter to none but the general. 

whieh'Wqrb 'ih , t)he engines upon the Sara- 

; Was pgain ' engaged with • his forther adversaiy, Serjabil. i 

'■ among Serjabil’s men, and *did great Execution with 

^: : atrows, tig che had spent them all but one, which she 
^ kept .fd[ipa^Jbigns with ' as she saw 'occasion, 1 Presently one of the 
advanced up' Awards her, 'she shpt him in the throat,, add , 
was then taken prifoner.^ Serjabil at last struck a' 
stroke, tfhfdi Thomas receiving upon his buckler, SetjabilV 
'^p^'bsfobsi Thomas thought hynself sure of hint, and hadjfcertaipjy 
r ||tl^ ; ^ted;him or taken him prisoner, but Abdo’ty&hmun ind Abaft 
soil, .who , wa| afterwards f, 'Ca}iph) ta$ic up at that instant 

' ; AcktfrWp&Uj that is, tb« seemed {meaning Thomas) lyed* pod , 
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with a regiment of fresh horse* and rescued both him jai$l , Attfta/k w$fe* 
Thomas perceiving the Saracens came in so fast upon^-m, retired into 
the city. We said , before thaf Abu Obeidah was poa^ed at the Cate 
Jabiyah ; he was in his tent when the Christians firsjp sallied out, and 
went to jprayers. Afterw^-ds, whilst his' men were j$gaged, he took a 
party, and got between the Christians and the city 0 so that they were 
surrounded, and charged on both sides. They made a quick dispatch* 
for them? for never a man that wenf ouf at that gate, returned again : 
'and thmigh those that sallied at tne other gates escaped something 
1 oetter, yet the Christians had no reason to boast of any advantage, 
haying lost that night soyeral thousand j^ycn. * 

The Christians now quite disheartened, came about Thomas, with 
repeated intreaties to surrender ; they told him, they had lost above 
half their men/ and what were left Were not sufficient for thy, defency „ 
of the town : they told him at last, in plain terms, that as" to what con- 
cerned himself, he might manage as he, pleased, but fbr their parts 
they were resolved tqget as good terms for themselves as theycould 
Thomas, however, endeavoured to persuade them ho stay till he should 
write to the Grecian emperor, and accordingly did write. The; Sara- 
cens continued fighting hard, and reduced the besieged to very great 
straights, who now every ! day made a worse defence than votfien 
They desired Caled to leave off the assault, that they might kavd a 
little timq-to consider: .but he turned a dtaf^ear to them, for had 
rather take them by force, put them to the sword, t and let his 
have the plunder, than that they should surrender, and havese^u^ fqt 
themselves and their fortunes. But Abu Obeidah was of a 
different disposition, a well meaning, merciful man, who had ratfcerat 
all times that they, sjiopld surrender* and become tributaries^ than be 
exposed to any extremity r and this the besieged knew very . wieUi 
wherefore, one flight they sent a messenger that understood Ambickr 
put at that ; gate where ASu Obgidah was posted, who called out' Wihe 
' .‘Cetorinyls,, and desired safe conduct for some pf the Inhabitants of;|>a-, 

4 to < bpie tq ;t%it ;f5Mdqh, dn'.ord^fo;^k^ : an 
' 5 « ; ‘^VisKj^ittr ; CNbiSiiailE ■ 

■ hfc'Wd$ - ^4 ; ^^'a^, ;; ;a^'Sent Abu , > 

to 'letrthehti;'k|oW' ttiaj they Should ’ Id 

pleased,*,' f hey asked him whether qr no \ h e;; bne ^ 
' 'CompanibhSi depend upon ;fe5ta|* 

he ynfo 'but that made } &>*•$ p<?aheif , 

them', had given them 1 9ttg0ty r it wotild^ have been «ail ■ 

should have .performed %• because^ God had said, in ^e^pok ■ wpcl> ho; , 
sent td.&eir prophet Mahqmki, ; ^ { , 'your . 

be called to ah account , U$k#rm y phap. xvih ; '$8)\ :i im^h 

^ : hund^;'rf 'the '$Ut of the citizens ' 
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off theii* circi\gles, and conducted them to Abu ObeidaVs tent ; who 
*wed them ver^tivilly^ and bid them sit down, and told them that their 
prophet Mahoipet had commanded them to pay respect to persons of 
rank and quality^ They were very glad to find him so courteous, and 
when they came fc^talk of terms, they first desired that their churches 
might be $ecUYed\b, them, and not any way alienated. He granted 
• them seven churches ‘ and gav^ th^m a writing, but did not set his own 
name to it, nor any witnesses, because he was not general. Then he, 
went, attended with, about 106 men, to take possession: when he came, 
to the gates, demanded hostages ; which being delivered, he en- v 
tered into the city*. * ' > 

Caled was altogether ignorant of this transaction, and was, at the 
very same time when this business was concluded, making a sharp 
^Ssault a£ the, east gate, being especially provoked at the loss of Caled 
Ebn Said (Amrou Ebno’l Aas his brother, by the mother's side) whom 


one of the besieged had shot with poisoned arrow. In the mean- 
time, there came to Caled from the town one Jftskis a priest, who told 
him, that having b&?n long conversant with ancient writings and pro- 
phecies, and especially the prophet Daniel, he was abundantly satisfied 
of the future greatness of the Saracen empire ; and proffered his 
service to introduce him and his army into the town, upon condition 
that Galed #Ould grant him security for him and his. Whether any 
conviction that he had met vflth in reading that prophet, or the desire 
he had to preserve himsdf,Vas the prevailing motive with him, I shall 
not determine. Neither did Caled much trouble himself about that, 
but gave him his hand to perform the condition, and sent with him 
too pxeh, most of them Homerites, (a warlike tribe of the Arahp) and 
bid them as Soon as*they were entered to cry out as loud as they could 
‘AUaH Aebar/and make themselves masters of the gates, and break the 
bolts, pnd remove the chains, that he with the rest of the army might 
march into.the city Without any difficulty. This was accordingly per- 
poor Christians, as soon as ever they heard the Tecbir 
; ^:the Arabs ca 9 the crying out Allah Acbar), were sensible that the 
, fOSjt^ and were seised with sufih an astonishment, that they let 

t^fewea pons '^att pu? of their hands. Caled Entering at the east gate 
^lbr ! piW : §amc.ehs, pflt aU to thp Sword, and Christian blood streamed 
’ of Damascus. %They went on thus murdering all they 

: cameto . Stt Mar/s church, inhere they met With Abh ' 

Q^dah; 4 hd!'hla company* When tiled saw Abu Obeidah, and his 
m^feh^and the priest and monks before them, and all 
the Saracens with their swords by* their sides, not so niuebasonp 
'1 d^wkvhe wondered' What was the matter. . , Abu Obetdah perceived ' ih 
v '^|^'n|^he'pf dislike* and 'said,' ‘'God has delivered 'the, city : intb my 
hands #y way iff surrender, and' saved the believers the-trduUe'!pf 

' CU# was^verg angry, andsiid* *thath$ . 
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it by the sword, and they should have no security.* ^ Obeid^h told 

him. '* that he had given them %n article in writing .wMh he ha^'bere 
to show? 1 And how? said Caled, * came you to ’agt^yW|&' them; with- 
out' acquainting me first ? Did not you *know me? jpid not you ktt&w 
ttat , I am your general * and (Arab. Sdhkibo Of your 

counsels ? And therefore Pfl put thqiri every one p>7be swtfrd? * | did o 
not' think? said Abu Obeiiah, ‘thatr when I had shade an a^fcbment, 0 ' 
.or (Arab, Ra&ito Myan) designed to do anything* you would ever 
cbave contradicted me, or have gone about to make it void.* But you 
l&haty not hmke it void, for I have given all these peopVa my protection, 
and that in the name of Gbd and his prfphet ; and all the Muslemans 
that wer& with me liked it, and approved it, and we don't use to be 
worse than ouc, word? 


"I'here was a great noise made on both sides, and Caled would not' 
abate an ace. The hungry Arabs that were with him were eager to 
fall on, and thirsted after blood aftti plunder. The poor inhabitants were 
now in a very calamftt>ds ’condition, for every map pf th^th h^d been v 
murdered or made a slave, if Abu Obeidah had hot stood; ihbir ; friend ; 
who seeing the Arabs fall on, killing some and taking others prisoners, 
was extremely concerned, and called out in a passion V ** By God, my 
word is looked upon as nothing, the covenant which 1 majp is broken? 


a<*o he matte them forbear ; then the chief officers came 
they till went' together .into the church, to debate this affair. Several . 
'A theth ehchned to the '.there itnetKlfW side, for \«hieh they gave $is 
very substantial reasorf, via.— ‘That there were a great many cltiessSill 
to he tafceni'and.if it shwdd once be fiepqtted^ about the cquitf^ ifiat 


jafgUwM$';he • 

'iMit im4n ■ t .at 'such , 

• a^M4Betc^kiim by hfi sentence. This ttejfs>o rcRsonabte a • 

’tl&t taled'^hulS'hot refuse it ; so. at last 'he 1 

■ s»$d& haVe'-ih^jr^j^ecfion^t woulil 

at!^Hetbilsi'nti9r;#y > 

weired ihdudisS/pd'TOge^ hf mafutfM 
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of Syri&j, ta; 
session, and 
and takfe > 

4 i) 

was bn 


n by the Saracens ; we must leave the conquerors in pos- 
8 miserable inhabitant^ in their deplorable circumstances, 
w of affairs at Medinah. Abubeker the Caliph died 
same : day that Damascus was taken (, Eimakin), which 
N,prd August, 634, and of tile Hegirali the thirteenth.* 
There are various reports concerning his death : some say that he was 
poisoned by the }e\vs, eating rice with Hiareth Ebn paldah, and that 
they both died of it within a twelvemonth after.f But Ayesha says, 
‘that be bathed himself upon a cold day, which threw him into* 51 
fever, of which he died within fifteen days, all which time Omar said 
prayers publicum his placet 

When he perceived himself near his departure, he called his secre- 
tary, and gave him directions to write as follows * 

' ‘ f Xu the name of the most merciful God. 

*This is the testament qf Abubeker Ebn Abi Kohapha, which he 
‘ madeat that time when he was just a-gobg j out of this world, and 

* entering jnto the^bther. JA time in which the infidel shall believe, 

* and the wicked person shall be assured, and the liar shall speak 
1 truth,; . I appoint Omar Ebnol Chitab my successor over you ; therc- 

* fore hearken to him, and obey Him* If he does that which* is right 

* and Justus what I think and know of him. If he does otherwise, 

4 ^yery im^n must be rewarded according to hife works. I intend to do 

^lf< 3 r ( i|id;besf, but i know hidden things: But those who do evil 
the consequences of ib Fare ye well, and, die mercy^and 
Codbe upon you. 1 

. ' ^hien he designed to make Omar his successor, Omar desbed to be 
exen^d, and said, he had no need of that place. To which Abubeker 
; ihsw^b^,.''thaj' the place had need of him, and so appointed him 
kgahist hb will. Then he gave him such instructions as he 
• l \ ' i^noper j and when Omar y&$ gone out of his presence, he 
& ;I^d up‘his ha|td,i and said, *0 Gyd l 1 intend nothing by this but , 
& peoples good, and J fear lest there should be any difference among 
I have get over them the* best man amongst thfem. They- 
'* ■?l^thy. ; ^ |VantS4 ■ unite ffiem with thy hanci, and mafie their affairs 
- ’''';#osper<^^4;'mfike him a good goveraour ; and spread abroad' the 
• i\ Brdphet of mercy, and mike his followers good tnem*, , 

;ite was the first that gathered together the 
' the Alcoran, arod digested it intaonf. volume; 

, ; in hlahamet^ time they# were bnly in loose writings. But whenin f 
: the wir whichthey had with Mo^eitamah, a great; maujr of those who 


’VSfi 1 
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could read and repeat the Alcoran were killed ; Abubefc^r w#s afraid 
lest any part of it should be lost; and gathered togc^^rjwhat was 
extant in writing, or what any of the Muslemans cqum repeat, and 
nuking one volume of it, called it Mus~haph ; which JR the Arabic^ 
tongue signifies a book {Abu'lpheda)* tfhis book" committed to 
the custody of Hapsah, Omar's daughter, and cae of. J^ahomet’s 
wives. But Joannes Andreas, who whs himself a Moor by birth, and 
Alfaqui or chief doctor of the Muslemans? in Sciatihia, in the kingdom 
Valencia in Spain, and afterwards Converted to the Christian 
religion in 1487, says, that this was not done till the time of Othman, the 
third Caliph after Mahomet Eutychius in his annals "Says the same. 

I believe them both to be mistaken, because I find in’ Abulpheda, 
that when Othman came to be Caliph, he observing the variety of 
different readings which were spread abroad, copied this book which had 
been delivered to Haphsah, and abolish'd and destroyed aU other copies, ^ 
which had different readings from* thin ; obliging all the Mahometans 
to receive this copy asJJj* pnly authcntick Alcoran. , Which action of 
his, I am fully persuaded, gave occasion to some to i ipori^thWt Othman, 
was the first that gathered the chapters of it into one Volume ; a work 
of that importance that it can scarcely be believed to have escaped the 
Zeal and, diligence of Abubeker and Omar. , 0 

As to the character Of this Caliph; (Elmaktn) he was d ^11, lean 
man, of a ruddy completion, and a thin b<Tard a which he used to tinge 
with such colours as are frequently used in 0 the 
m^kfe it look more graceful tie never saved any money in 
treasury ; buy every Friday night, distributed what there was among 
person&of merit ; to the Soldiers first His chastity, temperance, and 
ne^eet of the things of thjs life, were exemplary. He desired Ayesha 
to take an Account of all that he had gotten since he was Caliph, and 
distribute it among the Muslemans ; being resolved not to be enriched 
* itf :t©oh •three- Drichmee {* pietie $ gold In . 

use among the Arabs at that time 1 the true value of which, is mm l, 

' irewanl pffWs 

wholeiimmory amutm^ dpj 1W*. $ those J>my|Nnu^4 ?•. 

which wju-he^ that Abubeieerffad lefthis successor 1 

pstttepgu;' ' ’ J. ' t v. / '• ‘‘ * ' V * : ^ \ y^:\ \ ' 1 %<: , 

*Tis usqd whb $dme • authors, when they gi\^ch^^e^’^g^t; , 

' men, m mention $ojne o£ their wise sayings. The ' 

been.defici^ 1 '"'^' this;p5rricul^ . Hisabnr^^ ‘ , 

Nisabour, the metropolis V Chorasan ^ ah ■ It 
Arabia , authors to distinguished by* the: , ' 

much as, by' their names) /hah ^effected ^ 

witty sayings of Mahomet and 1 his wqcccm?^ 

?! of Persia. : : ^rnong Some others .Which *’ 

A! ;“; ■; ‘ •: > • . 
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there are thlie two very remarkable ones ; * * Good actions are a 
guard against^Ke blows of adversity/ > And this ; * Death is the easiest 
(or least considerable) of alTthings after it, and the hardest of all things 
tfefore it/ • * 

He was si^ty-K>ree years old when be died; having reigned two 
(Lunar) y&rs, three.months and nine days. 


StaAR E'BNO’L CHITAB, 

THE SECOND CAlim AFTER MARpME?*. 

ABUhEKBR having taken care o& bis. succession* all disturbance was 
prevented. I do not find that Ali or his part^rnade any opposition; 
but the same day that Abubeker died, Omar "was invested with the 
regal and pontifical dignity, and saluted by universal consent (Elma- 
M), * The Qri*ph of the Caliph of the apostle of God-/ that is the 
successor of the successor of Mahomet. But when they considered 
that this Was something too long; and that at the coming on of 
every new Caliph, it would grow longer still, *they invented another, 
ybtdfr should serve (or an the Caliphs to come, and that was, Amiro’l 
Muntenina ; Impcrator Credentium, Emperor of the Believers. Which 
afterwards was used to the succeeding Caliphs ; Omar being the ftht 
that was ever called by that title. 

. Being thus confirmed in his new dignity, he goes into the pulpit, to 
make a speech to the people. He did not say much; but the &ub- 
stapcO of jit was ; * That he should not have taken such a troublesome 
*^hir|eu|«?n himself, had it mi been*for tlic good opinion that he 
jfttm, and the great hopes which be had conceived of their 
^perseverance in their duty; and doing that which Was commendable 
; Thus .the ceremony being oyer, which in the 
" ghvlmment, whilst; they hjfd not yet attained that 

gtnddeur;;|Wi#cb fhe* sujc<j$sors afterwards arrived at, was not very 
went home vegy well satisfied.; 

upon him the government, was desirous, of 
nothing than 1 to make some congests in Irak ; and in p?d$r to 
tb% Abu# Obeld- With an army, jofiung to him Almothapna, 

il^Ou^and SaBV who marched wi(h their forces till they fame to 
: inhere they pkcheditheir tents just !by the river. Safit* 

c«sliaing:aU things well ; aqd . tiie , 

“too greht^br, itfeem to 4mccwn$e^ f 

; '/ ,* v , ■; ' ; ' ^mkri M$. Ar^b. ‘ - ' ' 
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could to persuade Abu Obeid nojt to cross the river j te&ig him, that 
since the Persians were apparently too strong for thejp, it would ifo 
more ad^&cabfo to reserve themselves for a fairer' Opportunity, and 
retire into the deserts, and there secure themselveras well as they 
could, till they had sent & the Caliph for fresh g^ppjies* But Abu 
Qbeid was so far from being persuaded by what he Said, th9t he called 
him coward. Mothanna took him up, mi told him, that what Salit 
had said was not the effect of cowardice, but that he had told him 
<what he thought would be the best way ; adding, that he was also of 
the same opinion himself, and bad him have a cap? how he passed 
over to the enemies, for Tear he should bring himself and those 
that were with him, into such danger as he could not, bring them out 
of again. But Abu Obeid, deaf to all good counsel, And impatient, of 
delay, forthwith commands a bridge to be made, ind marches” over his*- 
army. Salit and Mothanna, though* they did hot at all approve of his 
conduct, yet having spoke, what they thought td no purpose, Went 
over after him. Thd soldiers followed him with ah heavy,, heart, 
grieved at the rashness of their general, which they, had just reason to 
fear would prove fatal to them. , I 

r As soon as they were got over the bridge, Abu Obeid put his men 
in battle-array, as well as the shortness of the time would permit ; 
'tqr, the Persian archers lay very hard at him, and wooded die 
Muslemaiis grievously. w However Abu Obqju having gpt some part of 
his army in tolerable order, charged the Persians so furious^ that 
tb#y could no longer keep their ground, but ran away. Ab^ t)be|i 
pursued, as being now assured of the victory ; but the Persians follylhg 
again, and rehewing their charge, killed Abu Obeid, and routed the 
Muskmai^ Those th&f remained of them made up to the bridgd ; 
hfothanim All the while behaving himself like an experienced captain* 
fought ifo m renr; and bifought them $$ with a$ : little loss as could ifc 
-- ea^cted. /' At'fost they got over the bridge, and Mothannai, Sfoer dfofo ; 
ivhO ^ to be cut *ddsyjfo ; fo ; 

- of . r V ■* '' ;; ' . 1 ' / I 

Motha&d ]»dying now 4 sec urcd himself, sept the taliph 
{‘.’jtp'dlmvajg ucqnainted hiifoj, wth 
rashtfosd fo The river with so small h huth|er ? 

' jud^meht 'dU’y'the * ofpeer^ 'together. wlt| ’the ' 
followed' mymsAybiA an «uhder piking, staid 1 

in secure hansel: , 

lie could, and not stir tifi jic &Ot *14 rebetye the s aujfotfos: ; 

\yotdd.ha$ care 'to liaise for^him^vd^i all, 'po^sH^e 
t^haa obeys the, order i • 

foesiengem to the tribes \pf^ A^abs,'^ * ‘ 

•which they speedily performed. The 

'** Medinak and Tark Abdfolkh their 'gehc Ah ' 
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* and was senJ^vith orders to join Mothanna, and, as opportunity should 
serve, giveba%c to the Persians. * Jarir being come to Thaalabiyah, 
where the restnpf thearmy was, they marched to Dir Hind, where 
they encamped and made ^frequent excursions, plundering and 
destroying that plrtof Irak, which lies next, the Euphrates. Arzemi- 
docht, queen of th« Persians, perceiving the great damage which she 
r every day received from the Arabian army, thought it high time to 
look about 4 her, and bht of all the cavalry, chose 12,000; and appointing 
Mahran general of them, seat thefli to repress tine insolences of the 
Arabs. They marched till they came to Hirah ; where tht/ 
Arabians, havfe^ called b ac k those troops which were ’gone 
to forage, met them* Both armies were immediately joined. Mo- 
thanna fought amongst the thickest of the Persians, and was gotten 
^into the, midst of their army, but bravely recovered himself, and 
^retu^iaed to Sis own. men. The Persians behaved themselves so well, 
that Some of the Arabs gave ground.*, Mothanna perceiving his Arabs 
flinch, tore his beard j labouring as much as^jn.him lay to stay the 
flight of his men mid restore ^the battle, which he did in a great 
measure,: and then began a most furious engagement, which lasted 
from n&ott till sunset, neither party giving way. It is hard to guess 
which side would have prevailed, had not the death of Mahran 
deteitnin^drit ; for Mothanna meeting him in the battle, they" fought 
hand tq hand, Mahran^ stouck at Mothanna? but his sword did not 
pierce" his armour : then immediately Mothanna gave him such a blow 
Upon bis shoulder, that he fell down dead. The Persians having lost 
their general, were quite disheartened, quitted the field, and fled 
to Madayert. The Arabs contented with their victory, did not pursue 
them fari but returned to bury their dead. > 

The Persian nobility perceiving the Saracens every way too hard for 
them; end that they had now made themselves, masters of the borders 
of thqir^ophtry^ and' were very likely |p get Ihore, began to be very 
pie&sy; ; and laid 'all the blame ; upon their Queen, Arzemidqcht 
in those eastern countries to measure things 
success ; . ajld if things go 411 , neither the Grind Signipr 
'^he - Suftaa of Persia, nor the Emperor o^ the Moguls, 

” j^ : ^>;i8%ed fiwm #19 murmurs," and often-times mutinies of 
^hehr. H$flhje^f: i ' y?hO| though* flings be managed with all the care 
Jtti- tha> human capacity can be master of, yet 

if the. ; : l^qpssr; : not answer their Ifcxpectbtion, never fiil t^ cpsxir 

’ $ain' and represent their princes as. personal; 
'hhjSt'jflir' government, either for ^ant. of abilities, Or else hecapie 
j&qy look upon them to be upluokj- and unfortunate, in whiefi matter , 
nations areextreipely superstitious* This 1 : the Queen' ex*,' 
for after tfu^batfcle Easiest, ^dtbii'gsi went ill 
tfxey’ aaidy : ? this, suffering 
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rule over us f as if all their misfortunes had been owu«6 to her mis- 
management ; or, as if they m^ht not have met wMr the same ill 
success, under the government of the wisest prince/ in the world. 
However they considered nothing of this, but resglver to depose the 
poor Queen : which they did, and placed YazdejerdApon the throne 
ih her stead, who was a young man of the royal family, ^descended 
from Cosroes the son 6f Hormisdas.* By t they ^id not much mend 
the matter, for the government of this new king 4 of theirs was mpre 
JpaqspiciouS than that of the Queen could be ; for, in her reign, the 
confines of the empire were only invaded, but in his, was entirely 
lost, &nd the whole kingdom and country of the Persftana fell into, the 
hands of the Musleihan^ 

Yazdejerd being king, forthwith raised an army out of the several 
; provinces of his* kingdom, and made Rustam .their general, rho was , 
descended of a noble family, and hard years and experience sufficient 
to recommend him. Yazdejerd gave hint orders to march tp Hirah, 
where the Arabs lay pfc"d.at the same time sent another great army, 
under the command of Alhamman/a Persian ndolemau, to Khw&s, 
where Abu Musa Alashari, another of O triads captains. lay foraging 
and spoiling the country. But all to no purpose : the Persians, as if 
the period of their empire was at hand, could have no success, but 
were foiled to submit to the rising greatness of the ^aracenical 
empire, ©oth these Persian genesis wer£ killed, and both the armies 
citrirely routed. '' *° t 4 . , ,■'/. /, . ^ 

Abu’lpharagius, from whom I have taken this account, of the 
actions relating to Persia, is mistaken two years, as to the time in 
which they were done ; for he places them at. the beginning of Qataris 
reign, which, as we have Shewn before, was in the year 634. Now 
is very Wefffcnowh that the Persian i£ra (which they use to tfc$i $ayj 
bears date from the * beginning of that year, in which Va^dejeMi ^ 
last of ffee feerskn kings, came <&o the* crown ; which Tyas,<as 
'..Massed eh; all’ bapds,, JptoW^reri;smce. Abtflp^^us;haa; 

totaMvl' ttoe'-hctiens/^in , 1 QitimV life, 1 ';have' contented orfetil f ; 1 * 
r~r'^g thishint, and followed that authpr fa this j be&a^;;!^ 

coul 4 jpjtaeeW pr^er for 'the ihiennpring : ;t%2iist^'^^ 

Syriai as, the t^p|pf £)amascus, and Jhe death 'tjf Abubefei-|',both 
wHldh time (according fp hi**!* 

t0rian)feaae‘ a sert of a period, and jsfcye; me 
; in$e^ng whatever was 'doge bf the _ . 
withih that compass of time. , .■* * '1 , 

And mm the' series of bur l^ist^ry reciul^e^ 

Daunascbi|$, whom we' left just; at' w tithe ' when' .Atfui, Ufa 

with gheit ’mtreaty scarcely prevailed wkh 
^fhteh h e had xa0e Wtik ifo oes»et*& ; ; ;;lf avfe# 

: 'ihuch' ado, he that; ; 
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where they plfesed ; but when they were out of the bounds of that part 
of the country? ^hidh was taken by the Muslemans, they were also out 
of their protection, and free from any article of agreement whatsoever* 
The Christians, %ot content with this, desired their protection for the 
spice of three days, Which way^ soever they t^ent, and that none of the 
Saracens should prasuc them during that time ; after which they must 
be content to take their fortune. To which .Caled consented, but told 
'them withal, that theyashould cirr/ nothing with thenS Out of the city, 
but provision ; which provoked Abe Obeidah afresh, who answered, ' 

‘ That to ftse them so would still be a breach of promise, he having * 
engaged to give leave to go out with bag and baggage/ ‘ Then 7 
' (said Caled) ( if they have that, they shall have no arms/ To which 
Herbis answered*,/ That they must have arms, it being impossible for 
them to travel, safely without* 7 Abu Obeidah said , < Then let every one 
■'tif them Have -something ; he thatjias a lance shall have* no sword, 
and he that takes a bow shall havg no lance f with which they were 
pretty well contented, Thomas and Herbis wgre the captains of this 
** unhappy caravan, wfc,o had now lost all but what they could carry 
away ; and instead of lofty and stately palaces, pleasant gardens and 
delicious fare, must be glad to shift about where they can, and expose 
themselves to all the difficulties and hazards of a tedious journey, 
without* any Regard had to age, sex, or degree. The tender and 
delicate that once scarge knew how to set her foot upon the 
ground^must now be forcM to go through inhospitable deserts and 
craggy mountains, deprived not only of her superfluities, but of all the 
conveniences, and eveh the very necessaries of life. Thomas pitched it 
tent oh the outside of the city, and ordered his men to bring the best of 
the things, the plate, jewels, silk, and the like, in to it, in order to ‘pack 
them tarry them away. The Emperor fteraclius bad then in 

Daipaseus a wardrobe, in which there were above 300 loads of dyed 
v sllhs and cloath of gold, which were all^ack’cFup. ’ The poor miser- 
witetehdfe took* every one what thef could any way carry, of the 
> |hey had, and made all possible haste to be gone, 
0^a^%Ofite tfieir $oyand delight, could now no more, bethought 
The* Etnperor Heraclius’s daughter went out among 
the rest/whii: followed Thomas and Herbfs, Derar (who was vexed 
Abif ObeWah had let them corne off so well) 

■ s]l®bd tfejy ; wdht r dbt, and gnashed his teeth for spite and indig* 

. .jw®h. - ;pd»ceis& • thought that t^e reason of his anger 

■ said to hinj as sh® passed by, 

" you matter* thus? Don't you know that (Axab, 
fnrf*4ltab) with God! there are mor$ and better things than these are if - 
- ‘That it ..was not the plunder that ha 1 valued; but wfca£\ 

wa« the peopled estaping, and not' being 'all murde*^,* ; 
Obeidah had done a great injury to the 
v v ’• • * * . " ' 
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in giving them quarter. Athi Ebn Annnar heari^l |tim say so, 
answered, * That Abu Obeidab'had done for the besjthn preventing the 
effusion of the blodd of the Muslemans (the most sacred thing Wader 
the sun) and giving them rest from their labours. /Besides, God has 
made the hearts of tine ttue believers uhe seat of/mercy, and those of 
the infidels the seat of cruelty: arid God has 'said* income of the 
Inspired books, that he whs most merciful ; and that he would not shew 
9 mercy, but only to the merciful/ Then he quoted a passage i|i the 
v Alcoran, to prove to him that agreement was better. Derar told, him, 
that he talked like an goriest man, but he swore th$t for his part ‘ he 
worild never have mercy upon any that said that <jQd had a Son, and 
joined a partner with God/ Thomas and Herbls paid Abu Gbeidah 
what they had bargained j with him for, as the redemption of their 
lives and liberties ; sand then thqseof them who chose to stay, behind 
and be tributaries, staid ; the rest? which were by far the greater num- 
ber, went away. * _ « ' J , , 

Caled, O bloody and insatiable Saracen I saw, these, poor watches 
carry away the small remainder of their plentifu fortunes, with a 'great 
deal of regret : so mortally did he hate the Christians, that to! see any 
of them alive was death to him. What does he do? 'Why! he orders 
his men to keep themselves and their horses well ; arid, told them, that 
after tbs three days had expired (for they had security for*that tiine) he 
designed to pursue them ; and said, c Tfeat his mind gaye ;hijm > that 
they should still overtake them/arid have hll the plunder i*; 4 says 
he, * they have left nothing valuable behind them, but have t^eh all 
the best of thpir cloaths, and plate!, and jewels, and whatever Is ^orth 
carrying along with them/' Having thus prepared his jopthey, 
there happened another controveby between him and the idwri^nen 
that stafd behind, concerning a great quantity of Wheat apd .bmrley. 
The townsmen which surrendered to Abu Obeidah '.said!, that? it ' 
> bdonged^ to (and; ^mdee&so' 

have b^h’e^eofed^^o took , 

tentidd i, gfefir&;;3^h,'i^rit they had like driOe more to < 

ther by ai ; 1$st 'they 

abdut .! it, hpt'^avlng * yet 'ipeoeiveA 'the new$ \pf 
^aled : frmri "pursuing ^e 
^Mttiewere ipcrfr fsj$ nlg^j 

away, aridthjdfe ^re but little hopes qf 
well ^stored seringas possibly , 

themsdyds ; ,iin sprite walled tqwri;;VS\>’that' 
thd^ht?;!,,#pidwSrig them* 1 had; If not b|ep'V|4 
!* ‘ ' 

-!! v! The'teade/may 1# pleased to 1 ; 
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during feefege,had 2000 ipen given him to ride round about, and 
survey fee camp, lest they should be surprised by succours from the 
cmgeror, dr salHer* from the fowtt. It chanced one night, as some of 
these tnen were ii$on <duty, theu heard a horse neigh, which came out 
Of the gate Kei$$n.\ They stood still, and let* him alone till he came 
tjp close to tfiem, and took his rider, prisoner.^ Immediately after, there, 
came another horseman out of the same gate ; who called the man that 
was taken prisoner by his nams. The Saracens bade him answer him, 
that he might come up, and they might take him too. But instead of 
that, he spoke ouK^loud in Greek, * The, bird is taken.® The person 
he spoke to underStoodhis meaning very well, and returned back into 
the city.. The S&raCens could not tell what he said ; only they knew 


that they had another prisoner by his means : upgn which they 
had like th have killed him, but upon better consideration they re- 
solved to carry him to the general Caled, that hfc might dispose of him 
as lie , pleased. Caled asked kith what* he was ? i I am/ said he, ‘ a 
~ nobleman, and I mailed a young lady, which f toted as my life ; and 
Whfe 1 SfeC&rher home, her parents gave a slight answer, and said 
feat they had something else to 5o. Wherefore I took a convenient 
Opportunity OF spokking with her, and we agreed to come out in the 
cvenifig!' afe sgiVe a good round sum of money to him that was'upon 
the guii^d feat night. I coming out first, was surprised by yoift men, 
and fefefefet her falling Jbjto your hands, I called out, th<* bird is 
taken* , She apprehending my meaning, went back with the two ser- 
vhnts tlift were with her ; and who can blame me? * Well/ sa$ 
Cale^ / Ohd what have you to say to the Mahometan religion ? If 
, yoO like feat, when wre take the city, you shall have your wife : if 
hfe/jfjfe are a dead man/ The poor wretch being surprised^ and not 
hav|n|?fe!ith enough to die a martyr, renounced his Christianity, and 
P^d^fettfes$ion of his Mahometanism in these* words : e I testify, that 
^ God 1 ; he has no partnef; ind Mahomet is the apostle 

'•^-GodS/ '.'Then he was entirely theirs, and used to fight among them 
’th%;iijiy_ wa-s surrendered, he went with all speed to 
'feif \ Upon efeuiry, he received infofeation tjiat # she had 

fettther&ifife in a lymnery ; which was true enough. For she never 
alter he was once fallen into the hands of 
; ^ii4'¥n0fc; all her j <fy and delight in this world was gone, 

' ' ' the :;'rest of her d^ys in# the contemplation of' a 

’feeder tb’the chftrch Where she was* expecting to be received . 

ahfetofee'pfjbyV'fe. which he was. very much deceived; for 
wife jfe had aslted her the reason \flhy she turned nun, mfe she had 
( 'it4d"life/‘fe no sponCf made himself known, and acauaiufed her wife 1 - : 
/fei^iSfe’of : hiS' religion, but fee treated him-feth : fe^'utmfet-feii^ 
worthily thinking feat fie. Ought Mmfef fe’fefe* ■ 
who bacl' first ^notmeed fits Gfofetianity j fer'-Wotild, 
/v" , %t y\ ' , v - il ■ ! 
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the remembrance of former love, nor the consideration of that ex- 
tremity who had obliged hin> to it, move her, ho* beget in her one 
charitable thought towards him; but she still continued firm in her 
resolution to bid adieu to all the enjoyments of^thi^ present life, and 
never converse with hi fn any more. * Wherefore^ when Thomas and 
Jferbis, attended with the rest of the miserable Damas^ena, went away, 
she went , alojig with thm. He£ departure bounded her husband 
, (Jonas) to the heart : he was very instant with' Caled to detain her by 
* force; who answered, ( that since they had surren&red themselves, it 
could not, be done ; but they must all of them have free liberty to go 
wh&re they pleased/ Here then is thejnain spring- this action. As 
soon as Jonas understood that Caled had a ssign of pursuing the 
Pamascens, he was very forward, add teazed him togo, and prpffered 
his service to*be their guide. But Caled, who Was Wi|ling^to pursue^, 
them after three days were expired, being obliged to stay longer upon 
the account of the controversy concerning th£ corn, thought four days 
too much advantage their side, and had infallibly jaid aside the .. 
thoughts of it, if it had not been for the incessant importunity of this 
damned apostate, who was resolved to gratify his own hhuibur, though 
it were by betraying into the hands of merciless and unrelenting Sa- 
racens, thousands of his innocent countrymen, women, and children, 
who had already laboured under the calamities and distresses' of a Con- 
suming'war. However nothing would "satisfy him but this woman ; 
and when Caled told him they were to# far gone, be pevef eeased 
^purring him forwards, telling him, 4 That he knew all tb$. COunti^, 
and how to follow them the nearest way ;* and whatever eilsp be could 
think on to encourage the undertaking. Caled, who was hbt;bfiw:k- 
wards of himself to go about anything that afforded the least prhspect 
of succeSs, yielded to his importunity, j 1 ' 

Caled chose out 4009 of the best horse, which Jonas ordered to fee; 
clothed in the habit of Christian Arabs; that, being to |r^vel ih ffeh 
, enemies* country, they bright pass ttemmfc'c ted Then* c^ihi^feg, tpi 
care bf the town and, army to Abu Obeidah, they departed, 
hard mfciter to follow such a great multitude of peo$e 
Damascus V for abides that the fpotsteps of their 1 mules' 
enough, they scattered things enough in their^hasty t0 , 
those iwho caihi after Which" way to^ursue. , 'JJhe .Sarahs 
night and day, and nevyr stood still, but sidy in 
Jong time, together they:could%race them very plaiftljr.i; 
appeared no footsteps at all, nor* any ^gns by which • 

any guess which way they were? g[one. ' * WhaVs l said 

Caled to Jonas. 4 Oh/ says he, * they 'are turned but great toad, 

, for fear of beingpuf$ued;you arein a m$mm if 

you had already taken them/' So he turnsHhem ' ' 

and leads them am^jpg the mountains, ^where, H wtys ’ ; 
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, The, way was extremely rough and uneven, that they could not ride 

without the greatest hazard. The horsey struck fire at every step* they 
beat off their shoes, and; battered their hoofs to pieces, that it was 
almost impossible for tjiem to travel They were forced to alight from 
their horses, and the# they coulJscarce get fowvards on foot, and those 
who had strong boots on, well soaled with iron, had the soals torn off 
ftbm the tipper leathers*. The Sjura^ens who had been used to a great * 
many hardships, begaif to be extremely uneasy, and wished them- 
selves again in the right road. *In stihrt, every man was heartily tired, 
but the indefatigable lover.; Caled himself could not tell what to think 
on’t ; but complajnM to Jonas, and told him that it was all his doihg. 
At last they perceived a great many footsteps, which made them imagine 
that the people wefe gone before them. The guide told Caled, that he 
was sure they cpuld not be far before, because the dung <J[ their horses 
was pot, yet dry. Upon this Caled called to h^ men to mend their 
pace ; but they fold him they were quite tired and worn out, and must 
-of necessity Stay and bait a while before they weat^ny further. When 
they, had'kfreSlied j#ejr horses, they kept going on ; and wherever 
they the country people mistook them for Christian Arabs. 

The gftide brought them to Jabalah and Laodicea ; but they durst not 
pass through those towns, for fear of being discovered. Jonas at last 
enquired o£ Vcountryman ; who told them that the emperor Rearing 
that; *h£ 0 fititia$cens were uporf their march towaicls Antioch, i^s fear- 
ful feat Sy their coming, ancl # giving a terrible account of the sharpness 
of theslege, and the courage of the Saracens, those about him should 
be disheartened ; and had therefore sent, ail express to forbid theif 
coming aiiy hearer to Antioch, and commanded them to go. to .Con- 
stantinople. He told Tiim also, that the emperor. was raising forces to 
send to Yermouk (Sept, x, 634). When Jonas had received ‘this in- 
telligenc#, he was at a loss,, and could not tell what to do* Caled 
thjqhittd b£ biin what news f and, he toW him* how it was, andnhat 
; thbhb ntf-hope of overtaking them ; and besides,! that there was 
between them and the plate where the emperor’s 
€^^a ;:, ^re ;xiising forces to send against them. f As soon as Caled 
\fijs^^m\t3nehridn’the forces, he turned as £ale as ashes. Derar, 

1 wjhb;Md^ey^;o]b^erfb<} m him qny signs of fear before in all his life- 
wha{ was the ^natter ?’ * Alas/ says _ he, * J tis not 
f that may befall myself, buf because I am 

tfcp ^mperOris forces should %et to*Damascus, and do qur 
jaisembf ifc my absence ;*espee iafly remembering a dream 
$dch 'ho$kng lh$e; Wd I caiuwt tell the meaning: of iV' B One 
' <*f ' the p,^aakeid him what it wastf* Wiethe had told him, Abdo’r- 
' ^]|^^bl 4 ier-hke^ interpreted,' it 'all; in favour of the Saracens. So 
their marify and . there fell abundance of rain; that 
, a great deal of inconvenience, but the Jttdt.' 
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Damascens to much more. In the morning, after a tedious march, the 
Damascene fpund a pleasant meadow, arid the sun $hififed comfortably 
upqn them. Glad of this opportunity, they sat mvrti to rest thfeir 
weary limbs, and spread out their wet cloaths to 4 *^ them: A great 
many of; them, quite tired and fatigued, 1 lay dqnm to ; &eep. f 

In this posture the Saracens found them. As s !K>n as Caied under* 

:< stood the matter, he divided his 4,000 men into four °reglpients. ; The 
first was commanded by" Derar Bbn Alazwar,; the $e£bnd by Baphi 
Bbn Omeirah ; the third by AtyWriraJiman, Abubeker*s son. Caled 
himself brought up the fourth, haying first charged the officers, that 
they should not make their appearance all at once^. but leave a little 
spice one between the other, which was a very proper way to strike 
terror into the Damascens, and was frequently used ijy the Saracens, 
both in their jfield fights, And when they came to iiivest any town. He 
bade them not begin till they saw him fall oiifjrst, and not’ touch any- 
of the plunder till therfight Was oVer. The sight '"of ''jjht meadow was 
$0 pleasant and diverting, espcciaHy after they had so h^rtesed 
with that dismal jouftiey through the rocks and^ mountains, that they 
had like to have forgot what they came about. There they saw the 
purling streams, the fine flowers, and unspeakable variety of rich silks 
and all sorts of colours, ’ curiously wrought, spread, all offer the 
meadow; all which together afforded them a very entertaining pro- 
spect, Extremely delightful and refreshing. After 1 a little pause Gated 
began the attack, more like a lion or a Viger than a man, fend^dfe his 
men fall upon the enemies of God The Ghristians quJfekly Imfew^ho „ 
they were, but seeing but a few of them at first, despised thf SrpaUhesf of 
their number, and prepared to fight Thomas and Hcrbfs encouraged 
their men, and put them in as good order as Jhe time wfeuld pfenEpit 
Thomas engaged Cated with 5,000 men, and after a sharp depute %as 
killed, and his men routed* As soon as Abdo'rrahman saw Thoinas 
fall from his hoifte, Walighted, and cut off his head, and put ife ppon 
tbeppintqf thg^tani^ of ’the crqss; and said, * Alas for yod ? 
Grecian dog^herfW;^ , , •’ ,\fS> 

- < WhJUt thfey tjiu's ferigaged, it is no hard^matfeV - ' 

wasb^onje of '|qna\i ':h e was engaged toq, bitfjt ' after ■ a 
manner, bpipg amqng thp women, in search Vrf has 'ladyi; r i ,s ^|Si 
Ebp Omeimk^me u£ that way, and saw him mid his lady \ 

jahia^,,^t^:threyr her ■; violently against ; 'thc grow^' >&nd : ) 

pri^netv;, .Whilst JUphi lyas mtfking up*to them, ^ 

Ujfqn;, their defence .anfpelted him vyith stone.%'' ■ 
happened to hit his horse jn theTorehcad,;an4^lH thfi ' 

afte^.*with ’his ; sward^ drftWn^. was' just ' head- 

off, but she cried,* quartei^sfe ha .*$k her ' <• 

of no dignity 'than the j ; 'ja ; 

princess fef ;ihcd*npjatable fektmjes, <" 
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many jewels Ibout her head. When Raphi had disposed of this rich 
prisoner,he catne to the place where j oaas was, and found him bathed in 
tears, and hi$ layfy u^Uerjng ip. blood. * Raphi enquiring what was the 
matter, Jodas wrung his hands, and said, ‘ Alas for me, the most 
''man in tnc world t|I' came to tips woman, whom I loved 
abovfc Wiling* in this life, and would fain have persuaded her to 
/mqm With me ; but she continuing obstinate because I had changed 
my religion, and vowing she wdutefgo to Constantinople? and there end 
her days in a Nunnery, I resolved ^f I could not persuade her by fair* 
means to*make myself master of her by force ; so 1 threw her down, 
and took her priV^cr. Wheq she saw that she was in my power, she 
sat quietly awhile,, ahd secretly drawing but a knife, stabbed herself 


in the breast before 1 was aware, and fell down dead immediately/ 
Raphi h^ihg thiskibe^tal^e story wept too, and saidf 4 God did not 
design that y&i should live with hef, and therefore has provided better 
for you* ‘ Whafs that P said Jon^. * HI show you/ answered Raphi, 

1 a prisoner I; hive taken, a* person of admirable beauty, and richly 
dressed^^hlch present to you to recompense your loss/ When 
thi^'^anii^' together, Jonas and the Princess talked together in Greek, 
ahi|;feapi|i freely gave her to him. 

In the th^btime Caled was employed in the search of Herbis. At 
last'fe at huge tall man richly dressed, which he imagined at first 
td' lla^e ;teeh ‘the? same, an4 beat him down tp the groundsill his 
laa£©*%aying, ‘ Alas for tfite, Herbis, didst thou think to escape me ? 
lie ’pjfcajtt could speak Arabic well, and told him that he was not Herbis, 

; aha if he would spare him, he would give him more tfesm 
‘ No quarter/ says Caled, ‘unless you direct me to 
Hhrbfe,'tbat I may kfti him ; and if so, I shall let you go ypur way with- 
out sjhy rapsom/ 1 i < Well/ says the man, * I'll tell you ; but make first a 
hnh.Wre^metit with me, that if I show you where he is, you will let me 
‘ ‘ if he falls intq my hkiids/ ' 4 'This 1 is one 1 of 

yws£> 'tracks/ Ukid the Christian, 4 so you gave us hecuriiy and protection, 
hl#"lben, 'afterward^ followed us to thia;piacej when : we never expected 

a b|ie should Have^pursued us ; and*npw you tel me, that jjjf Herbfs 
:fpbh [ :yohir 'bihdSf y»u will let me got * I can teflyoiu where he is, 
pp’chd'i Remise jfhjit P At this Cafect Wasangry, and said, ‘ Thou 
dc^t dmu accuSb us of breach iOf promise, who are the 
/ ,the apbsdg of God ? When we promise 'anything wb ’ 

XX 7" airl a ft* n 1 + * A-fSt" \rr\14 fill +TvA OMlV+tlf *4'ekyt-»’ 


* 'niijgbt hi|h, HfetSSa Ws ; for Gated, when he had be&t£t£ wM(p ' 
jown, #8n*him aft the while., «Tnen he looked about, and^howed 1 
' horse at a'-distaheejand told him that; tJeftris tvas amOng , 

: i^^V^ded, upon this,«called a Saracen to him, ahd'bade'Mdii^te' 

Herbis amtmjj that eoril$$£$ l! $e 
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should let him go, but if he wa$ caught in a lie, l^e should strike his 
head off. ’ When Coaled came tlfither, he alighted, and Betook himself to 
his sword and target ; and whilst he was fighting amoh& thk thickest of 
the. Christians, Herbfs came behind him, and gave hbn such a blow, 
that hb cloved his hehnei through to his turbant, had ^tb the violence 
Of the strdke, liis f sword fell out of bis hand. About this tftne, Caled\ 
-men came in timely to his‘assistancc, and fell uppn the Christians, and 
C cut them all to pieces. When they had now entirely ruined and dc- 
r stroyed those miserable creatures, which had escaped at the taking of 
Damascus, Gated called for the man that had shewn, diim the way to 
Herfe, and told him, 4 that since he had performer What he promised 
to them, they would do the fame to him ;' Only they were obliged to 
exhort and admonish him first : wherefore he asked him * whether he 
could find it in hisheart to become one of the fasting and prayirfg people, 
the followers of Mahomet ? Uponl&is refusing to ebahgehis religion, 
they dismissed him, and he took die road towards Constantinople, 
being the only person that the Saracens knew of, t^cscapedfhje being 
killed or taken prisoner, of all that numerous train that followed 
Thomas and Herbfs out of the gates of Damascus, . vj* / >,/ 
Caled, when he came back, asked Jonas 4 What was become of his 
wife V who gave him an account of that dismal story, which we have 
already delated. Hearing that the pringess was taken prisoner, he 
commanded her to be brought into his presence \ and when he beheld her. 
excellent beauty, comely proportion and agreeable fiieiri, he turpbd'aw^y 
hif head, and said, ‘Glory be to thee, O God ! we praise thee, whb 
createst what thou pleasest/ Then he told Jonas, Vthat if the £mperbr 
did hot redeem her, he should have her/ Jonas accepted his present 
very thankfully, and withal told him, that they were iri a straight nab- , 
row place/ and that it was high time to be marching ; for tbeyuxay bfe 
sure that what they had done was noised about the country, khd’ft 
would nbt be lohg'before they sffould be pursued* Before they got ba<& 

*■ to Damascus they saw a gr^-t dust behind them. ' Open which Cal^L; ' 
dispatches a sCbfUV to enquire what was tire mattes ? .. ^o qufckly dia^ 
coveted tSe ego£$es: Ip jgfcfe colours, and brought him word' ; 
to the expectgfiqn b* ^’Saracens, there spa* ^ 
only d*ere caml>''SLn :> <dd iman from umbng 'the’tehrbtia^ 
his' neqUcft oondbeted rto'the general, begged of him, ' ifc ;ujw?; 

ty* Brihpeks 1 hi* daughter* 'Staled haw ^ ^ 

Jonafe about it, consented':'^ let liergo j and said, 
your master, the £mpew, tbnt there wil* never W$i 
' him and me, titil have gotten eVfery foot 
l have sent his daughter t diavg tokib ' , 

une of diesedayf/ , ‘ / ; v , : ;V " ^ V" -'V, . 


l I t was notf^pag before they came to.. gtih 

" jjtaOh the more welcome, because their dong absence' bad; made, ‘ tfirit 
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friends there despair of their return. Old Abu Obeidah was surprised 
at Caled’s valoun Cal<$, reserving a ^fth part of the spoils to be sent 
lb the Caliph, and put into the.public treasury, according to their pre- 
cept ih the Alcoran, distributed the rest among the soldiers. He gave 
Jottas a good round sunn to bu$ him a wife withal ; but Jonas answered 
him ip a very nJelancholy tone, * that he would never entertain any such 
'thoughts again in this world, hut $is next wife* should be one of thosh 
black-eyed women mentioned in the Alcoran/ He continued among 
the Saracens, and was serviceable tb them, till at last, at the battle of ^ 

H e was s hot in the breast. Thus felt the apostate. However * 
for the Encouragement of new proselytes (for more sorts of 
one will lye for religion) tells u$ that after he was dead, he 
a vision by Raphi Ebn Omeirah, very richly clothed, and 
hoes upon his, feet, walking in a most beautiful verdant 
nd when Raphiaskedbim ‘ what pod had done for him ? 
ered, * that he had given him seventy young women, so 
boastful, that if any one of them should appear in this 
uo anamoon could not be seen for the resplendency of her 
y/ ' When Caled jheardof this vision, he said, ‘This it is to be a 

S feoff : $flppjr & he that attains to it/ 

having yet receiv’d advice of Abubeker’s death, Tyrote a 
him, to acquaint him with the taking of Damascus, Jjie con- 
hetween him and*Abh Obeidah, and ths recovery of jbe spoil 
e f>amascen$ had Carried away. The messenger being come 
ah/wpndered to find Omar in Abubekcr’s stead ; and Omar 
nn^mg me letter directed to Abubeker, wonder’d the Saracens in Syffa 
shpuldb^:»till ignorant of the alteration in the government, aqd told 
the ‘'^jiseiiger, that *he had written to Abu pbeidah about it, and 
$hjt the <?hief command over the Muslemans in Syria, and 
diqpp^ACialfid, tho* he thought that Abu Obeidah was not fond of that 
employ.'; of it is, Abu Obeidah had received the letter, but 

kept it private i * for being a Very modest man, and 6n£ that bad not the 
leaat spsu^ of Ambition in him, he was very unwilling to take the com- 
mission out of C^lefi’s hands : wherefore he took iio notice of it to 
thSig 0 hinder his writing to. the CaMph, after, his 
returii fmm Ofj the Damascens. Omar liked Abu Obeidah 

^ had opinion p.t all of Caled. One day as he was 

c^akkg#t|^; ( j|dpple from the pulpit (as it was usual for the CaJiplj^ .. 

' concern'd the pu&lick, in a vefy 
manlier) he It r tite taking away Caftd’s commission, and con- 
* Abu Obeidah/ A young inan that yp("' 
.the freedmh'of teliidg him, that he wonder’d he would ' 
ciiidve Awhf a person : as he, had been the instrument of so^gobd; 
$ucce#to-riie h|usl<smads ; ;, and 'that :wben Abubeker was 
s^reAabotrt.him to depose him 3 his answer was, ‘That he 
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aside, nor sheatl* that sword, which God had drawn fot the assist* 
&nce of the true religion * add withal ; told Ornate ttjgef jjfi'h^’did, 1 he 
must 'answer it to God* , pmai* made hut verjriittle ' ap|Wer,'''hiut 'came 
down frdm the pulpit, and consider’d of it that bight ; Tim head day 
he v eame again, and tGld # them tbifti|ot : j]4r c** a&id cjw&to'^ $w , 
Jiluslemahs was committed to him, he thought himself #qb^d !t0 tike 
the best Vare of thep he cpuld, as <me that must gfre an account ; and 4 , 
for that reason was resoled to dispose* of places of trust tp $uch as 
^eserv’d them, and not to such as did not: that he would give the com*, 

• rciahd of the army to Abu Obeidah, whom he knew to be a "man of a 
tender and gentle disposition, and one that woujd^be kind to the 
Muslemans : that he did not approve of ; Cdlecf, because he was 
prodigal and extravagant jadding, 4 1 would not have your enemies 
think that it i&ever the better for them, be^ste 1 -.^ve depos’d a 
fierce man, and put a mild one in h^s place ; for God wilt bc with hip, 
and assist and strengthdh him.’ Then he came doWn from the pulpk, 
and , took a sheet of parchment* ana wrote to Abu Gbeidhh .a; large 
letter, full of good aQvice. He told him that heJfeSCh' givehhim pc 
chief command of the army, and bad frim not to be too modest % and 
that he should take care not to expose the Muslemans to dah^ in , 
hopes of getting plunder. By which last words he veiy plaihly^grated 
upon Chled’s following the Damascens into the enemies cauritfy- He 
charged, *him not to pe deceived with # this 'present, 
that meads to perish, as a great many had # 5 otte btfplfe mik'ipd' Wjd' * 
him look upon those who had gone before, and assure himself 
tntjgfc. follow them. Then he adds, 'As for the wheat and t»r}gy >, tt 
belongs to the Muslemans, and so does the gold and silver, but ihfere 
must be a fifth taken but of it (A (wrap, chap, viii 15.) As for' thfe 
controversy between y<$u and Caled concerning the city’s being apr* 
rendered or taken by the sword ; it was surrendered. You must h&yp 
it yopt; way : you are commander in drief, and have the -ppw&pf, 
delepnihing that matter, ir the townsmen did ^urrdlder, 
Obbdition that they should have the wheat and barley, let- 'thdrhVh^ve; ' 
it As forlCaledft jading the Hamascensi it waste 


and if;;G< 5 dhsid'hot"tieen the more meh;uul> yba had not ebmf |i|i 


welL, 'Yben,,thtrf^hg;tjie Emperor^ daua*ierji&$ . 

unrahsemed, Yoti might have .. 

of froth her* which iMuld haveli'o^e ^JdriHnftss .among: 
MosleiBanSi. Farewell,’ &c. ■ ; t • ■■ _ r iO\ 

Having seal'd it up, he ooli’d ShjiddM Eba Ausj q 
that as soon as he came to.tijd army, M^ho#J£<# 
read, eaase die Musleotans to pr&lUpi hitd ,<jalipk ii 
had hb» he-his' representative, ShsjmdAd "SwI^T' 

, AW Wakkds made what haste they codld to.Oxi 
Caled’s tent, and paid theh respectS, ahd ^ 
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was dispos'd of, and that they had a letter from the Caliph’, which was 
to he read In t^Le hearing q£ the Musclemans. Caled did not like that 
v^tyVell, for he knew that Omar was not well affected towards him. 
They all wept wheh they heard of Abubekefs death. Caled swore, 
'That, ttyo* Jbcre was nothing upon the earth dearer to him than 
Abubekar; ^pf that he had a* greater aversion to than to Omar. But 
eince Abubekerwas/dead/and had appointed Omar his successor, he 
was very willing to |pbmit to God and to Omar. 1 Then the letter was 
read, and the same day being October i, 634, Shaddftd was proclaimed 
Caliph at Damascus in Omar’s stead. Upon this Caled resigns hb 
comtnission, anc^Abu Obeidah takes the whole charge of the army, 
and all the affaifs of the Muslemans in Syria upon himselff Abu 
Obeidah was afraid that Caled would have taken disgust at his 
removal ; and (which is generally the effect of want of encouragement) 
have 'b&en remiss in his business ; b\xt he made the contrary appear 
sufficiently*in that great action perform’d at Dair Abil Kodos ; or, the 
monastery of the holy father* *" * 

©ak^Abil: 3 I 0 s 4 qs lies between Tripoli and' Hamm There lived in 
tbatjiace a priest eminent for his singular learning, piety and austerity 
a degree, that all sorts of persons, young and old, rich 
,%andlpoor,,tised to frequent his house, to ask his blessing, and receive 
hiS ip^ruqtidns: There was no person of what rank or quality soever, 
linf thought themselves happy if they had his prayers; and* Whenever 
co #fe amongst the nobility and persons of the highest rank 
w^,,n}m:iie.dy %ey a were carried to him to receive his blessing. Every 
Easj^ t&re used to be a great fair kept at his house, where they $old 
rich silks and satins, plate and jewels, and costly furniture of all ‘sorts. 
Abut bboklah, noi% possessed of Damascus, was in dpubt whither to 
go 'niext *Qn$ while he had thoughts of turning to Jerusalem; another, 
'toJ^fioch, WhUsfc he was thus deliberating, a Christian that was 
Saracens protection, informed him of this great fayr, which 
3p miles distant from Damascus. When he understood that 
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upon, the Muslemans, and a$ked which of fhem would 
undertake to command the forces he should send upon this expedition ; 

^sainse,; time ^t his' eye upon Caled, but was -ashamed to 
comd»andljHn,thattiad been Bis general so lately. Caled understood 
his being laid aside stuc1j a little in Ms' stomactyto . 
W» service! At last Abdollah Ebti ^aaifai,... 
W» father J&tfar was killed : li*' ' 

i differed hipiSelf. Abu Obeidah acceptedhim 

ally, and gave him a standard and 500 horse. There was aevef 
l4 -“t;.had* been -in .several battfca. . ^W.C|$st»js£ • 
'* f this fair, was their guidd 
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they staid to ' rest themselves in their march, he went hefclre to take a 
view of the flair. When he came back, he brought a Wry discouraging 
account j fo* there had never been such a fair seen before; /He told 
th^ni that there was a most prodigious number of people abundance: 
bf ctb^ bfecers, courtiersoand soldiers- The occ&noa of yfhidt Was, 
thit thd prefect of Tripoli had married hi$ daughter tpiih gfeai man, 
and they had brought the*young lady to this reverend priest, to receive 
the commuidon at his hands, , He added,'" that taking them altogether, 
GVeeks, 'Arnjifcnians, Cophties, Jew$,%nd Christians, there could be no 
layer than WjQOo people, besides 5,000 horse, which were the lady's 
guard* * Abdallah asked his friends what they thought of it ? They 
told him that it was the best way to go back again> and not to be 
accessary to their own destruction; 1 To which he inured, ‘That he 
was afraid, if he v, should do so, God would he ahg|ry -wljih liijtn, and 
reckon him amongst the number of those who ai^/backtyard^ in his, 
service ; and so he should be miserable/ f 1 am not,' said he, 'willing 
to go back before I %ht; and if anyone' will help me, God reward 
him: if not, l shall not be angry with him/ The tetfrtJf the y Sgt 
hearing that, were ashamed to flinch from him ; and told him he jmtght 
do as he pleased, they were ready at his command ^ Now,' says 
Abdollah to the guide, * come along with us, and you shall see yhat 
the companions of the apostle of God are able to perform* ‘ Wot 1 / 
answered t^ie guide, 4 gor yourselves ,* X have nothing to say, to you/ 
Abdc’liah persuaded him, with a great, many good wprdsj. $p 'bea*^bfem 
company till they came within sight of the fair, Having: epaducted 
theiftras fir as he thought fit, he bade them stay there, and l|e dose 
till morning* In the morning they consulted which Way jto attach 
them to the best advantage, Omar Eba Rebiyah thought it mdst 
advisable to stay till the people had opened their wares, and the fair , 
was begun, and then fall upon them when they were jail employed, 
This advice of his was apj>roved t of by all. Abdo*llah divided his mc» i 
.into five troops, and ordered them , to chatge in five diflWCfit:-’vplau:es,;:j' 
v jpef hot regard the spoil, tifa, taking prisoners, but put, #11 h> : lthe'^prd/';' 
A^hen the^caino near the*mdnastery, the, Christians Stoptt as 'jtht^c } 
'm possible.' The tev^rend father ; had «aqal:jfih^r;*f 
thronged oh all rfda ip hoar Mm witha great $eal of attention 
yovfig ladywas ihfbC house and her gpdrilstood round ' ■ 

' a^great, idahy, of ; the ripbildy and officers , richly Clothed, 

■ but'tdmed' himself > aht&tf '$4 ’Ah. Saracens, ; and ; ' 

' CteSt ha$ siaid, that p^difsb H'M&ft faihtidow ofi 
: shalisnc^ed/ahd the** shah s h#vif t 

,.4p the next' Way to 

h^ p Sid a ! 

;f1»4 Christians' heard., : 
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# Allah Acbat/they were amazed and confounded, imagining that the 
whole Saracen army had come from Damascus, and fallen upon them; 
which puttheqt at first into a most terrible consternation. But when 
they had taken time to consider and look about themselves a little, and 
saw that there wa $ but an Jjandfui of men, they took courage, and 
hemmed then* in round on every side; so that Abdo’llah and his party 
* were # like a little island in the midst of tjiefcceaus As soon as Ab- 
dollah Ebn Anis (the reader 0 is desired to observe the distinction of 
names, for a great many of them sere very much alike) perceived that 
Abdo’llah Ebr^ Jaafar was in so much danger, he immediately turned 0 
his horse, and rather flew than rode to Abu Obeidah, who asked him 
what news ? Ebn Attis told him that ‘ Abdo’llah, and all the Musle- 
mans with him, were , in apparent hazard of being lost ; and if they 
were n<# sucCoured instantly, would infallibly be cut all to pieces.’ 
And now it Va$ high time to loqjc out for Caled (none like him and 
Derar in a- case of extremity) ; sp Abu Obeidah turned to him, and 
said, * I beg of th ee, for Cod’s sake, *not to fail in this exigency, but 
g0‘ and help thyfebthren the Muslemans.’ Calecl swore, that if Omar 
had; giVeh the command of the.army to a child, he would have obeyed 
hkff; adding, ? That he would not contradict him, but respected him 
as;i**e that cadie into the profession of the Mahometan religion before 
hifoseif.’* All that were present were wonderfully pleased with Caled’s 
modestanswer'; which doer? indeed deserve lo be particularly taken 
ndti^W, especklly^considering how lately he had been turned out of 
his ipofomfesipn. > Abu Obeidah hastened him and he immediately put 
on his armour. jiis coat of mail was that which he took from Mogeilr 
amah, this false prophet. Then he put on his helmet, and over that a 
cap, , which he qaMi the blessed cap ; it having received Mahomet’s 
b^edietidn* Upon which he valued it more than all his armour 
brides, and used frequently to attribute his security and success to it 
Tn- f _ ^.L^: instantly ready, and a^ay thhy flew with all possible 
- ryr itt we consider the circumstances, they, had need make as 
i histi is ihqy did ; for that small number of Saracens which had 
attack, was quite drowned and overwhelmed m that 
v imiillijtddo bf Kristians, and there was scarce any of them but 
inoutu^ than one. In short, they were at their last 
^hkdljfo^ing.'left to £qmfort them but paradise. Fighting in 
^ %«nditfon^about sunset they saw the dust fly and he^o* 
& Speed, which did racier abate than add tb their cour'- 
t^h&ig v fct.flrst that *hey might he Christiana ■ 
lion, W^h-hft colours flying in his 

whpj wkh much ado, h^4 horde up his ' 
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2/(737 0# of 

* asihey 


.Standard ivhile, an d was flow quite spent { Btjins soup s 
heapi i t !C^led > S; , ’yok§ # '. ! and' sawfchC Mahompijw* t^%/:the 
(hooping Safracens, who were scarce able to bbld : tbeif i Vr^“"' i '' 
lud h^d hew blood and spirits 
^cpudige, ' aii together rent ttfp a! 


fused into them, took .fresh 
s with/*Ailah Acbap \TKfen 


1, which e was round the Wdnaa^ry^on the, 
bfte side t ; ,and*peiar £biiol Azwac on the oilier*' The jptefeqt of 1 
Xj^ppli; himself whs engaged with J>erar. and was tod hard for him* 
♦got h^ ddwn ? and lay upon him ; at which time Perir secretly drew . 
a knife,, fthfchheused to carry about him against Such* occasions, and 
stabbed idci Then he mounted the pMect's horife, and Cried but, 

* Allah Acbar.* Whilst Derar was engaged witfrthe prefect, Abdo’Ilkh 
Ebni Jaafasr had taken possession of the housfv feuf< meddled with 
nothing in it, till Caled came back, who was gone in pursuit Cif those 
Christians he had beaten, and foUbwed them to a ^ver .wMch was 
between them and Tripoli. The Gfeeks. as soon as they came, td' de- 
liver, took the water. * Caled pursued them no furig*^ butywher^ he. 
came back, found the Saracens in the monastery. They. eeMdd-'h^'^d 
spoil, silks, cloaths, household stuff, fruits and provision^ that 
the freitj and all the hangings, money and plate in t^:hbus|y ind 
took thte young lady, the governors daughter, ^ fit* 1 - 
! waited upon her. So they loaded all their Jewels 

U^pn Kories, mules, ancl asses, and retumed^to 3 , vj>< -pp ^ (ij . 

, .nothing behhid them in the house but the old rellgioil. * * v *!;,/. ;r< 

!• /Write the Saracens were driving 1 away the spoil,' Caled ; ■ 

the old priest in the house^ who lyotild not Vouchsafe; Kiihfhn'ihnstrbr. ' 
When he called a second rime ; ‘What would you hay^ ? J(W^^he 
priest)/ gef you gone abaut'yptir business.; arid es#rie:;?btf • 
God? vengeance will light upon your head, for spilling the .bipod Of So i 
' snahy pmstians/ * Hojy can that be' (said Caled)/Wheh „ 

.ftpnsm^ andMdypu? 

And if the apo site of God {of blessed had ^ c 
l^:such t nj?n;ai'ydh,ate a%*e; you'^hpip' 


■'jopre 
' The poor 

iwi'" iji.-ft, 

■ -t--' - -5*5. ^yhhp : the^ tdtu; 

t ; ,o|'jOa^l.aip 
. t'iwrt 

Ehwft; ' 9 kua*i^ir ihe 'pre£ect r irf'‘ 

hi-of ,-themtp his l sis4»f’ 

*i;ii 'ja 




t number in.'ipe ttappi 
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tte We^hof her acquaintance. Then they presented the prisoners to 
AbuObe$ah, $nong which was the^prefect’s daughter. Abdo’llah 
asl^ed’ that benright halve ; herj^, but Abu Obeidah desired him to stay 
tiif he <?e «14 frik tg the Caliph about it, and have his leave. „ Omar 
dW*W him to let him have W/a&d he kept her till Yezid’s reign 
(which, began ilithe year 679), who begged her of him, and had her. 
'There were a great many rich deaths curiously wrought, upon one 6f 
which was our blessed Saviour, which was carried with the rest into 
Arabia Eselix, and sold for t$n tim%s^ its weight in gold, . Whether the 
esteena , they had for the person it represented, or the fineness of the" 
work, raised it to^uch a prioe, my author does not determine j*but I 
believe it was both. Then Abu Obeidah sent a letter to the Caliph, in 
which he gave him a particular account of this last victory, and praised 
(paled extremely ; telling him how modestly and obediehtly he behaved 
h}msel4and;how well he performed ; and desired that he would be so 
kind as, to write to him, and encourage him, and keep up his spirits ; 
bp!? I never yet r ^ve met with any answer to . that particular ; for the 
°ld gentleman always turned a deaf ear to every thing that was said in 
Caled j whatever the reason was, 3 tis most certain he did not 
lik^ him, Among other particulars which Abu Obeidah wrote of to the 
Caliph, ^ie desfred t|at he might either go and besiege Antioch (then 
the <sda|^^E' ,f he .'Grecian Emperor, who, upon the taking of Damascus, 
Hems ^hfther), or else Jerusalem, which b& pleased. 
He a^taihted mm* also that the Muslemans had learned to drink 
uune^h^SJyria. ,,, The messenger went with the letter to Mcdinah, and 
fojupd Qmar with his friends in the Mosque. When Omar had r£ad 
tqpifotor, and came to that last particular, he shewed it toAlj {after* 
wards Caliph) and asked him what he thought on't ? , All gravely 
^Tiiat whoever drank wine Should have fourscore stripes 
W °f dieir feet.' Omar sent Word to Abu Obeidah to : deal 
swore, i Jimt nothing would spit with those 
ff^%t : p6^ty,and hardship ; whereas it would better become 
..iatentiph^ . aright^ and observe the' commands 
of;^h^rjmoj6^.|^ighty Lord, and serve him, and believe in»hhn, and 
Abu Obeidah having received the. letter, published 
Wording $0 order ; and desired h& men, that if any of 
pus m>th€mser\5ps of haying ^beeh guilty of this fault, 
iM'i& &^n^ny,,of the sincerity Of their repentance, r bfer 
^ A ^OtWs : jpeiiance’of*their Own accord. ; 

™e in, hod submitted to t8e punishment voluntarily^: * 
bdt'jfheir' own conaciendfe. Then bfctpkl t 
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service. He told them that he would go to Aleppo first* and then to 
Antioch* When they were ready to march, he called Calcd, and 
ordered him to go in the front, find the fiag which Abtibeker had given 
him at first* vis., the black eagle. With him went DSrar, Raphi Ebn 
Omeirah, and several others of note, with a considerable numbef of 
menu Abu Obcidah having placed iir Damascus a garrison of $oo 
horse, under the command bf Sefwhn Ebn Amir, marched" after them. 
When he overtook them, he ordered Culed to |avage the country all 
about Hems and Kennisrin, whilfi he Ipimself should go to Baalbec 

* (formerly called Heliopolis). As he was upon his march’ towards 
Baalbec, when he came near Jushiyah, the governdur of Jushiyah 
camc^to meet him with U present, and made a truJe with him for one 
whole year ; telling him that if they conquered Baalbec, Hems, and 
Labwah, ho should not stand in opposition to him. Abu Obcidah con- 
sented, upon condition, that he should pay him down 4000 % piece$ of 
gold, and 50 silk vests. This done, tit goes forward in his march : as he 
was going, there came one upon a camel, riding towards him full speed. 
When he diew near, Abu Obcidah knew him to bejumimah Ebn Zeid, 
who, making his camel kneel, alighted ; and, having paid his respects, 
delivered him the following letter 

6 In the name of the most merciful God 
1 Frohi the servant of God, Omar Ebn Alchitfib, to his lieutenant, 

4 greeting I praise tl>e only God, besides whom there is fio Other ; 

4 and I p&iy for his prophet Mahomet, upop' whom be the pf 

4 God. There is no turning back the decree ahd determination bf 
4 QfXl ; and he that is written au INHOKL in the secret book,* shall 
4 have no faith. My speaking thus is occasioned by Jabalah Ebnol 

* Ayhahi, of the tribe of Gassln, who came to us with his relations, 

1 and the .chief men. of his tribe, whom I received and entertained 
4 kindly. They made profession of the true religion before me ? and f 
4 was glad that God has strengthened the true, religion, and the 

* professors of it, by their coming in, and knowing what, was iht 
4 secret We went together on pilgrimage to Meccah, and Jabalah 

* wont round the temple t seven times ; as he <was gping round, it 
4 chanced* thgt a man of.thc tribe of FezhrAh tsod upon m vni|«y to 
4 that it fell from his shoulders.* Jabalah turned i himself h'Wht/’ And 

* said, 44 Woe be to thee 1 Thou hast uncovered my batik ti the 

* spered temple of God.* The man kwore that* he did design it\ 

* but Jabalah boxed him, broke Jus no $e, and" boat out ($xt of Ms far#** 
4 teettu The poor man hastened to me and made m complaint, 
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1 desiilng my assistance. 1 comm inckd Jabxlah to bo biou* ht be fine 

* me, and asked hun whit mevtd him tp bvat lnt» biothoi Muslcnuu 

* after ihSi fasrtuop, and knock his teeth out, and bicah his no* He 

* tokJ me tliat the n^tn had trod upon Ins vest, and uncound In, 

* back, adding, rt Thit if it had^ioi been fot 4 ljc leveicm e lu lime to 

* the holy temple, he would have killed him ” I told him lie h id muK 
‘•a fair confession against lnmsdf^ and if tkcytijiucd nu on would* 

6 not foigjvc him, 1 mftst piocfcd with him by way of uUbaUon 

‘ He answered, *' That he was king, ^nd the othei a piasagt ' l told « 
Mum no matter for that, they weic both Mush nuns, and in that 

* lesyoct equal. Upfiii which lip desned th it lus pumsbment mi 'ht be 

* deferred till the next da) i asked the injuitd peison whether lit w-is 
Mulling to stay so long* To wlinh he gave his con cut In tin 

* night, Jniulah and his fuends made tin u est tpe, tml»hc is gone to 
*thc Giecian dog, but I hope u* God tint he will give tlue the 
‘ vm toi> ovei him Sit down btfoi$ lb m , ind hup close to it , and 
4 send thy spK^tvnaul* AntToch, foi feu ok ihj thustim Aiali*. 

* Health and happnu S3, and the blissing of God he upon th< e, and ill 

* the Muslemans. , 

What might not he expet t(d fiom a go\ eminent, m win h there 
flourish^ such impartial admuusti ltion of pistu * Abu Otyudah 
having read cfver the letter, first to himself, and 1 lun to the JVlusk 
mans^went on towards He\ps#(whithci Calcd wts rone btfoi* with a 
thud patCtof the siimy) anti «■ it down luloic it m Nov 635 The 
governor of the town chanced to clu tl “it sum di\ tint C ilod came 
before it The inhabitants exput d tint the Simons would h*>«e 
Uken Bdalbee m their wa>, befote they should lnve had their com 
pahy at Hems , and fheiofore weie not so well ,piouded to encTmt a 
siege. ttyon which consideration, m hopes of « lining oppoi Utility to 
augment their stores, they conclude to make uppiic ition to Abu 
Obeuibih, to^make a tiuce with him, tcU^g lunf, that if the Saiacens 
conquered Haleb (Aleppo) Alb&dn, and Kmnasnn, and beat the 
forces^ they should willingly submit. Abu Obeidah con- 
sented to make a truce with them for the sp icc of 0 it whole ytwr, md 
noibbjper* Which was fo commence on the first day of JLhilhagjah of 


Retaliation, or Totten w,ftvhe rcby # the offcndmg puson is obliged ti suj 

which he doth to nnothc r, wus c >mn> uultd the jews (k,A<x{ \ u ») l 
L ^ - To J ’ 1 


suflti the same. 

| H | , . . l vt f>r tVw, 

ha«4, foot for foot aitd 4$ exuiet-slv enjemed by Mahomet 
incited nftgreat mihy things w hu h lie lnd from the Jews. TO* 
“ this comm and ot the Mosaics! law, as if it wore ouly » pixurnory 


; air toodc ,h*»d ter 

! 

t D»» Isom! Al»rb 

pfflSScVa 

&*hR®TbGS| St aSWSS ipfttt tili practice of the MohomtUins w' cimtrsiry Oaf 

is 


mm> D»» Isw«l % Ab|rb|ncl bos a it mtny ajgumyits t> prove that it ouehl »w to 
hw understood us ft meinl sen^e.. to uisimcenn one or two he asks, Whether if tW 
“ ltd have but one eye or one fumdphe ought to be deprived of 

e^e ot cut off another mans bund that hid t«o^ Ag&rn, 

T , „ a judge tpspuroa a punishment, which Should be exactly 

► irm die mrjr, dnoe that stioke might proee monel to One man* which woe so 
“ x “ m ft lift mifthi j>ay fo^a wound which was wot mortal, with the lefts of 
sput the praetke of the Mahometans w contrary OmY 
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the picftcnt yc.tr, ami enpiro on the last day of the month Sjevnl, tn 
the following year, being thirteenth of the Ucgirah 3 upon condition 
that they should pay him down 10,000 -pieces of gold, and aoo silk 
vests. The cessation of arms was no sooner excluded upon, than the 
Hemessens opened their gates, and game out and kept a maiket in 
the Saracen camp* The Arabians, now enriched witl% the spoils of 
• the country, gata the^n jvhat the^asked, and never stood for a pric^ ; 
so that the citizens turned the penny well. *ln the mean time the 
Arabian horse foraged all abtfut the country, both far. and near. 
Among the rest Mesab Ebn Mohdrib brought in abundance of spoil, 
shrep and oxen, with a great many horses and. camels loaded with 
furniture, and 400 captives, making most piteous lamentation for the 
calamity which hac* fallen upon them* Abu Obeidah, moved with 
compassion, asked them, why they did not come into the profession of 
the Mahometan religion ? and by, that means secure* their lives and 
fortunes, wives and children. Th^y told hitn tliat they were altogether 
surprised, not expecting any hostilities from the^garacetis, at the 
distance they lived! Abu Obeidah, having askeer advice of the Mu$r 
lemans, and they referring it wholly to himself, set four pieces of 
gold upon every head, as Omar had ordered him to do in such cases, 
dnd laying tnbute upon them, and obliging them, every qno in his 
respective capacity, to assist the Muslcmans as opportunity should 
serve, gave them all, their cattle, funding, wives and children back 
again, having first entered their names, a*id the places of t&ttr habita- 
tion, in a book kept for that purpose. The poor people were over* 
jtjyed to find themselves in such a happy condition, after having been 
plunged into the depth of despair, and acquainted their neighbours 
with what au unexpected favour they had received at the hands of the 
Saiaccns. This conduct did greatly facilitate the conquest of the 
Arabians ; for whereas an unrelenting cruelty would have made every 
one desperate, and ha$e fought it out to the last drop of blood 5 when 
they saw that there was a possibility of enjoying their religion, and a 
competency, by submitting themselves to those who would otherwise 
have ta£en all that they had by force, and either have murdered them 
every one,*>r at best made them slaves 5 a grdft many chose rather to 
embrace the former condition while it might be had, than tttn the 
hazard of falling into the latter. this means the Saracens wre 
strengthened, m they made use of these people on all geeaeten^ 
Tfccy served them for* interpreters, for guides when they mafoheth 
and several other pqtposfos j and frotp them thby received advfcp m 
all the motions of the Christens, and intelligence pf whhtwyf* was 
debated or taken in hand to thdfc disadvantage ? Qufo Jdy after, the 
news of Abu Obei&ah’s gentle behaviour flew about the cgjUiiry, a 
great imny of the Greeks came in upon the terms* whom He 
booked and dismissed peaceably ThU inhabitants Of AJJmdir and 
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Kintmnn hearing this, entertained some thoughts of follow ing their 
example ; but privately, and without thdnotico of Luke their governor, 
who was a warlike man, and resolved to make a vigorous resistance. 
This Luke had an anypalhy against the governor of Aleppo ; inso- 
much that when Heraclius sent /or them both to consult which way 
was best to manage the war, and both of them had assured him, they 
would do their best $ they wotjld Jiot nevertheless join their forces’ 
together, but looked ea<Sh man to the defence of his own province* As 
soon as l^ske understood that his people were disposed to submit 
themselves to the Saracens, he was very much displeased ; hut dis- 
sembling his anger, fa hopes of •preventing their design by stratagem, 
he calls a council, and asked their advice. They told him that they 
understood the Arabs were a people that received into their protection 
such as rairte to them, and used to stand to tlicir wont : that since 
the* had come toto Syria, their constant practice had been, to kill and 
make slaves of all that opposed them ; at the same time protecting 
those in the pe&gpable enjoyment of their possessions who submitted 
to them* For whicn reason, they thought it most adviseablc to follow 
the example Of their neighbours* He answered, that they were in the 
right, and therefore he designed to makcatfuce with them, till the 
emperors. succours should come up, and then oppress them \vhet> they 
least suspertdi in Upon this he dispatches Astaclinr, a priest, «a very 
lenrne^man, master of thc^Vmbick tongue, and thoroughly v<ft*sed in 
the Jewish and Christian •theology, with a letter to the Saracen 
* general ; in which he magnified the greatness of the emperor, and the 
htrengih.ot the place ; adding that all attempts upon it would bc<M 
vain, not only upon the account of its being well foitified and furnished 
with plenty of military stores, but because the emperor was now 
ratting a vast army in Europe, which were shortly to be transported 
over the Bosphorus, and mustered at Tyre, for the relief of Syria : 
that notwithstanding all these advantages, they were nevertheless 
desirous to live at quiet, and were willing to have a year's truce, and 
the general should set a mark at their bounds ; that when any of the 
Saracen horse that foraged, dame that? way and saw the sign, they 
should gono farther to*do any mischief in th$r country. * That this 
agreement of a truce Was & secret, and must not be known to Heraclius 
the emperor, for fear # of his displeasure. With these , instructions 
SStophoi^goOs to Hems, where he found the Mahometans at prayers. 
Prayers dene* Abu Obeidah admits him , # and vfhen he offered to bow 
down to the grotipd; tfould not puffer* him. Vhen Caled had heard 
the contents of the letter, he did not like it, out shaked his hea<J, and 
mtofy ‘that this did not look like tbe*$tyle of a man that desired peace 
fa $m4 would fain h§ve perswaded Abu Obeidah not to 

hearketfto him* 1 But (said he) let us go to the place, arid by Ma* 


*J-~* 
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hornet* I'll make that city a prey to the Myslemans, if it please God, 
and a terror to the rest/ * Softly I (said Abu Obeidah) m>man knows 
the hearts of men, but God only/ * Well then/ answered Caled, * make 
no agreement with them, unless it be for gooji-and-all ; and i£* they 
Will accept of this, weft and good ; if not let them alone. I hope, by 
the help of God, 1 shall be a match for them/ Astadian was surprised 
at Caled 1 * rqughnessf and said, ‘tfmt the character which he had head'd 
of the Arabs was not true ; for the Christians 'had been informed that 
they were very gentle and courteous to all such persons as came to 
seek their protection : but now <adds be) I find t^c Contrary, for I 
come to you to propose terms of pOsce, and you are not willing to 
accept them/ 

To which Caled answered, * That they were not willing to be im- 
posed upon,* but had great reason to suspect the sinceiky of these 
overtures ; and if there should come any assistance from the Emperbr, 
and they saw any advantage pn their side, they would be the first that 
would take up arms ajjainst the Saracens, notwi&^tandiag their pre- 
sent pretended desire of peace, However a cessation of arms should 
be granted for a twelvemonth, upon condition, that if any forces were 
sent by the Grecian Emperor, the inhabitants of the City should keep 
themselves within their own walls, and not stir out to their assistance/ 
This done, Astachar asked for a copy of the agreement, .which Abu 
Obeideli having givsn him, he desired rha# there might be eojpe sign 
set up at the limits of their territories, that when the soMSro* saw it 
they might not forage in their country. Abu Obeidah said, f ho would* 
Vke care to have it done / but Astachar tpld him, * He need not trouble 
any of his own men, for they intended, with his leave, to do it them- 
selves/ Accordingly the Greeks erected a pillar, t upon the top of 
which they carved the Grecian Emperor sitting on his throne* All 
things being thus made easy for a while, between the Saracens and the 
Governor of Kinnisrid, there ‘happened an unlucky accident, which had 
like to have occasioned a misunderstanding between them, Some of 
the Saracen home passing that way, and observing the Curious work* 
manshfp of the pillar, admired it They spent some time fa viewing 
it, riding past it backward and forward, and exercising themselves 
round about it At last, as one of them past by in a foil earner, with 
his javelin in hi* hand ; the iron which was fastened in the lower end 
of the javelin, accidentally struck out one oi the eyes of then caTMl 
emperor* This taking' air was misconstrued by the Greeks a» ante 
vile indignity offered to the Emperor in effigie, and *y tetftah 
of the truce. Upon this w mes$engers are dispatched to 
Who expostulate with him upon the injury with a 

^srtss£^j»j & **• 

♦ Thi» mm m#f J» k Bmiytkm* Amok* 
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and insist upon satisfaction. He declares, * that his intent was to keep 
his word inviolably, and that he was well^assurcd, that whoever did it, 
had no design to* show any dtsrcspfect to the Emperor ; and that the 
sincerity of his intentions might appear, proffered any reasonable satis- 
faction.’ Nothing would satisfyithem but rcfeliation, and the affront 
offered to the*Emperor must be returned upon the Caliph In which b 
dSznand, when he that spoke, expressed hhn&lflunwarily, and talked ’ 
of putting out one of Omar’s eyes ; t the rude Saracens thinking he 
meant literally as he spoke, were so inflamed, that had not Abu Obei- 
dah restrained them, by telling them * that these people wanted sense 
and must be borne wkb/ they had rushed upon them instantly, and 
killed them upon the spot. Abu Obeidah told them, * that they might set 
up his statue if they would, and do what they pleased. with it; but 
nothing weAild serve but the statue of the Caliph. To which at last, 
wearied with importunity, he conserfted. They having made a statue 
to represent Omar, and put twp glsfss eyes m the head of it, ordered 
one of their men*** strike out one of them with a* lance. And thus, 
having received sufficient reparation for the injury received, they were 
pacified. 

Abu Obeidhh continued at Hems, sending out his horse to forage, 
an4 mtp^c*ing # with impatience the expiration of the truce, which had 
tied up his* hands from offering any hostility within the territories of 
Hemftf^Mdif, and KinnisKn? Omar in the meantime wondered at 
•Abu Obeidah’s silence, *and not having heard of any considerable action 
a long time, grew very angry. At last he wrote a short snapping sort 
of & fetter to ^bu Obeidah, as follows : 0 


* In thtuname of tfie most merciful God, * 

1 From Omar Ebno'l Chit&b, to Abu Obeidah Ebno’l Jerahh, his lieu- 

* tenant in Syria, greeting. I praise God, besides whom there is no 
1 Other 5 and l pray for his prophet Mahomet, upon Whom be the bless- 

* fog of God. I command tbee to put thy trust in God ; and I bid 

* (face take heed that thou be not one of those, concerning whom God* 
f * w Say,f if ypur parents, or children, or friends, or wives, *>r fam- 

* ** «fe** the riches ydu have gained, or the merchandise *which >ou 

4 ** are afraid you should ngt sdl, or the houses which you delight in be 
1 '^fearer to you than God and* b is apostle, asid the lighting for his 
MlServjt#; stay still Gcf& shall accomplish what he has decreed God 
4 Ir does not direct those that do wickedly.’* * • * 


Ipfoe Musfemanfi haft ho Soonpr heard the fetter, then they perfectly 
uhdwtood that Omar designed by it u rebuke them for their jtegli- 

• • 

turn th* AJeowtt, U* whan they mem ion any of Mahomet’, uying., they m 

SM B"# ywt, yththyM At Atom* In »hicH (ay .ho in amaltitua.af 

Wwieawt immttrey Qoa speaking to him thut, 4 /tv (to the people), if your pamits, 
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gcnce. Abu Obeidah. rcpen toil himself heartily that he had granted the 
truce to the inhabitants of Afti&dir and Kinnistln, cCmd alt the MufaJe* 
mans wept for soirow, because th<5y had been so remiss in their duty ; 
and asked Abu Obeidah, ‘why he *at still, and did qot lead them* forth 
to fight the (Arab. JehM, Bellum Wicmm) battles of the Lord F de- 
string of him at the snme time to leave Kinnisrfa, ancl ttfhrcb either to 
Aleppo or Antioch, before either of which were taken# the truce would 
be expired. Upon this lie had thoughts at going to Aleppo ; and 
having left Salmah with a party of h&rse at Hems* the first place he 
came at was Arrest&n ; from thence he marched to Hstmah (afterwards 
thereat; of the famous AJxilphcda), and from tbChce to Shnizar ; with 
all which places he j lade truce upon conditions. At Sluizar, hd re- 
ceived information, that the Governor of Khinisrtn (contrary to th<* 
articles of truce) had wrote to the Emperor tor fresh supplied $ who had 
sent Jabalah Ebno'l Ayluni to hi$ assistance. Upon which Abu Obei- 
dah defers his intended march to Aleppo, designing to fall ujmn Km- 
nisrin, as soon as the truce should be expired, whjc 1 * -id not now want 
quite a month. The Governor of Kmmsrtn going out to meet Jabnlah, 
and the prefect of Atmnouriyah coming to his assistance, was unfor- 
tunately inteiccptcd by Caled ; who having ventured upon that under- 
taking with an inconsiderable number of men, escaped the*greatest 
danger, being on every side surrounded with the Christians* After he 
had kiHed the prefed of Kinnisrin, Rafhr Ebn Omeirah sajdAi him, 

* Our time is come ' (Jaa Ajakm\ To which' he answcrelv That he , 
believed so, because he had forgot his cap, which used u> do him such 
Singular service ; and which he should not have left behind hun, if it 
had r not been so decreed; but speedy relief coming from Abu 
Obeidah they were delivered beyond all expectation. 

Abu Obeidah fully resolving now to besiege Kitmisiin, sent a pstrty 
of horse before, who foraged and wasted all the country round about. 
The prboneis which they tcfSk were sent to the Caliph* and he tjtok 
care to put die boys to the writing-school, according to the command 
of their prophet Mahomet ; who though he qpuld neither write nor 
reud hlfnself, w&S very well sensible of the use<pf it. The Whfcbit&is 
of Kinnisrm having lost their Governor, and being altogether out of 
hopes of escaping, tod for protection, and submitted to pay tribute, 
being first poked, according to Omar's order, n the rate of four du<£u$, 
an head. Kbmito Wing taken, Abu ObUdah called his M$ #i$m§ 
together, and said, * Tefyme (bod bless you) yet# advice f fo* 
said in the mighty book (fhe Afroratfy, to his ptopkrt Mahomet t ASK 
THEU? ADVICE IN A MATTER, ANJ* TRUST UPON GOO J and tfetfc Rustle 

of bod has said, m ocstAT takes 'ADvxcB is sEcuipi go to 

Aleppo, or Antioch F They told him, * that the time 6f th# ^M4#i 
he had m^de With the neighbouring places was aifctot -e*fdrod, and 
thcicforc they were pf opinion, that it would be pyost advisable to take 
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them in their way, beiore they moved any further into the countiy ; 
especially they these to go to Baalbec,*vhcre they had reason to ex- 
pect a vigorous opposition, Abu Obeidah hereupon, leaving Caled to 
besiege Hems, marched himself to Jhialbec ; where when the Saracens 
came, they found themselves notiat all disappointed in their expecta- 
tion, for the place was very well fbi tided, and stored lyith warlike pro- 
vision. The Saracens intercepted Jt caravan, with 400 loads of silks* 
and sugars, upon their journey to Baalbcc, Abu Obeidah put none to 
death as (not bearing arms), bift gave them leave to ransom themselves. • 
Some of them going to Kaalbec, acquainted the inhabitants with the 
loss of the Caravan j’avbo unden the conduct of Hetbis their Governor, 
went out in hopes of recovering it, to tlic number of 6,000 horse, 
attended with a rabble Of the undisciplined multitude ; who imagining 
that the nfhin body of the Sat aeon army had still contiifucd at Hems, 
and that the caravan had been spoiled only by a party of foiagers ; 
encountering with Abu Obcidnjr under so gieat a disadvantage, weic 
overthrown ancUr^nted, Herbis, their gcneial receiving no less than 
seven Wounds, and with great difficulty and hazard retiring to the city. 
When Abu Obeidah came before it, tlie Saracens resolved to besiege 
it streightly, Me&d Kbn Jabcl told Abu Obeidah, that he knew the 
- people *0$ thq town were ready to tread one upon another, aud lie 
thought if could scarce contain them all ; adding, 4 If we hold out 
agailiwkit^we hope that God vfill deliver it into the hands of the Musle- 
* mans ; for God will n»t ceaSe to give the catth ior an inheritance to 
hi$ servants the saints, because he has said, “we have wxitten in tlic 
psalms, that my servants the saints shall inherit the earth ." 9 {Alcomn> 
chap, XXt, 105). Thp next day Abu Obeidah wrote a letter to the 
besieged, in which he put them in mind of the victories which God had 
already granted to the faithful, over those which opposed them, and 
ofe$|l to receive them, paying tnbutc as olher| had done before them. 
Tte letter he gave to a country-man thV was under their protection, 
and a reward of twenty pieces of silver, saying, * That he was none of 
thd*e that would makf use of any man's service, and not pay him foi 
jy Tb® messenger cqming to the wall, they let down a lopr, which 
ho having tied about his middle, they diew him up. The*Ietter being 
read (for Abu Obeidah, when hq wrote to tho Greeks, made use of a 
secretary), the besieged \*erc divided fa their opinions, and a 
great bfeny of them inclined to surrender ; which Herbis, the gover- 
nor was so averse tq, that he tore the feiter/n pieces, and threw it *o 
the messenger, commanding him to be forthwith sent back again, which 
was all the answer he vouchsafed to give to it. 

*The Saracens, upon this, besieging the city, were bravely repulsed 
by tty* besieged, Who did them a great deal of damage with their 
eUbwss planted k upon the walls. The valour of the cittens, together 
the extreme Coyness of the weather, made jthe Saracens glad to 
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lay by their ass»aulL The next morning, after prayers were over* a 
cuer went round the camp, commanding in the general’s name, that 
never a man of them should stir, dr do anything else, before he got 
himself ready some hot victuals. The order was*no sooner heard than 
obeyed, and every man Vent to work* for himself. Whilst they were 
in the midst of their cupkery, the besieged sallied. Thb Saracens were 
immediately claimed./ Among tho i e,st, Ahmed Ebn Ascd was just 
a-going to put his hand to his mputh, when Atiu Obeidah struck him 
' a good blow with a truncheon, and gav <5 him an hcarly euise into the 
hatgiun. The poor man started up on a sudden, andr like one scared 
out oY his wits, snatched up a tent-pole, and ran and charged tlie 
enemy, scarce known g whcic he was, till he was got in the midst ot 
them. The Sax at on* sui prised in this disorder, did with much ado 
beat back the ‘besieged, who nevertheless carrkd off with them some 
prisoners and plunder In the evening the chief of the Saracens met 
at Abu Obcidah’s tent, and said, * You see the courage of these people, 
what do you think to dft in this case F To which h&^swercd, ‘That 
the damage sustained by the Saracens was dec iced by Cod, who was 
pleased to honour those persons that were killed with the degree of 
martyrdom.* Then he commanded them to remove their toms to a 
greater distance fiom the uty, that they might have a larger fcpSice for 
their htftscs to course in. He gave to Said Kbn Zcid the command of 
50Q hor&, and 300 foch, with orders to gd into the valley, andjfcc&p the 
Greeks in play at tliat gate, which was opposite to the that 

their forces might be divided, and they obliged to fight in parcels. 
Dfc*ar was placed at the gate which looks towards Damascus, with 
300 hotse and 200 foot The next morning, about break of day, Herbie 
the governor, with a stiong body of men, sallied out at the gate where 
Abu Obeidah himself was posted ; encouraging his men, and telling 
them that the Saracety* were afriud of them, and bidding them re* 
member that they fought foiAheir religion, wives, children, and for- 
tunes ; m a word, whatsoever uas dear to them. They answered hfcft 
clecifully, that though they weie afraid of the i^rabs at first, yet ttojy 
were nofso now, being 51 Little VttCr acquainted with their manner of 
fighting: besides, the Arabs were half naked 5 some of them fighting 
without armour, others with scarce clothe* enough to coyer t hem $ 
whereas, said $ey, we have good hornets, breast-plate*, and com bT 
mail Abu Obeidah, on the jjthftr side, vfe$ not wanting! to*W& mT 
Samcuis that they must have patience : * for God had promised gpod 
success to those that held* Out to* the tost* The f&eete, enoon^d 
with yesterday’s victory, charged fhe Saracens hxm% and tfeh battle 
was maintained with great obstimtey On both sides, yet so Us the 
Greeks had appaieptly the advantage* At dhat tithe qtaftfl# Ebn 
Sabah received a wound itj his light arm, which dfWbted Mm $0, that 
fee could not hold up his sword:* upon ^hidb he Alighted mm bb 
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horse, and having told his friends that he was no longer able to defend 
himself, retired dUt of the battle to a nlighhounng hill : which having 
clambered up, not without some ^ain and difficulty, he had a clear 
prospect of both armies. The Greeks, as we said, having sallied out 
upon Abu Obeidah's quarters, inhere was nothing to do at those gates 
where Dersft* and Said Ebn Zeid were posted, J S oh ail observing thi'*, 
Tand that Abu Obeidali was forced* to give fcro|ind, without any ordti 
from the general, or aflty person’s knowing u, kindled a fire, and with # 
some green sticks, made a great smoke upon the top of the hill* /Vs 
soon as Said ami Dcrar perceived it, they imagined it to have b t ecn a 
signal from the general for them to come up, that being the most usunl 
signal among the Saracens by day, as fire was by night, when they had 
a mind to call those together, who were posted nt any ^stance. Upon 
this Peru* and Said rode with their men full speed, and came scmsoiv 
ably to tW relief of their brethren ;*for the Greeks by tins tune thought 
themselves secure of the victo/y ; But finding themselves suirounded, 
the case was qai^ altered with them; and thby tv ho so few minutes 
ago expected to have won the field, now despaned of getting back to 
their own city: however, they joining close together, and fighting 
bravely, made an impenetrable phalanx ; whit h, maugre all opposition, 
gainetf the tqp of an hill, on which there stood an old deserted lhonus- 
Very, whither Ilerbfs and his men retired, and stood upon tlicir own 
defend AbU Obeidah, who # as yet knew nothing of Said ancf Dcrar^ 
being cotfffi from the placesVhetc he had posted them, perceiving with 
what undaunted courage these men fought, imagined their reheat 
feigned, only with a design to draw the Saracens out of order, Swl 
therefore would not Jet his men pursue them. But Said Ebnt Zeid 
hearing nothing of the general's order, followed*them to the top of the 
hilL There leaving one in his room with orders not to suffer a man 
IP stir out Of the house, he with 20 of his me# went to acquaint Abu 
Qbftidah with the news. Who seeing film <Jomc with so few, was sur- 
prised, and asked him what was become of the rest. Said told linn 
they were all safe and^ sound, and had besieged the enemies of God (a 
compliment they are \cry liberal of to the Christians) in a# olS house, 
acquainting him with all the circumstances of the story. Then Abu 
Obeidah enquired of hirr? and Perar what made them stir fium their 
jaa$ta ? Said swore that he did nothing contrary to order, for he never 
stored m he saw the smofce* Abu Obgidah confessed that it was well 
, they came, for he waj afraid the Greeks woqjd h d\ e seized their cafap, 

* and Wished for them, or* for somebody to make a smoke, Said again 
ppautiVely atoning that there was»a smoke, Abu Obeidali was 
and made prodamatidh throughout the camp, 1 Whoever 
be heijbat kindled the fire and smoke upon the hill, let him speak ? 
and tins with an adjuration. Upon this S^haii came forth and con- 
- ifessedit, and told the reason y he did it Abu Obeidah was very 
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glad it happened so well, but charged them all stiictly, that none of 
thorn should* ever dare to attempt any such thing a^alft, without the 
permission of their general. * ‘ f 

Whilst Abu Obeidah w$s talking to Sohaii, a Saracen came with ^11 
speed from the mountain, and alarmed <he whole camp^ Herbt$ per 
criving by how small a ft umber he jva$ he&ieged in the hbuse, belns 
now fewer tharf 500, took courage, and sallied, in hopes of leco verify 
fhe city. They fought bravely, and handled the Saracens at *uch & 
rate, that Mesab l£bn Adi, who was present in most of thfe battles 
fought in Syria, said, that of all he ever beheld, he never saw any men 
behave themselves better, nor stand closer to it, than those Creeks, 
which were then with tne governor. It wa* he that rode and gave 
notice to Abu Qbcidah, who had no sooner heard it, than he dispatched 
Said with 100 archers, and commanded Pernr to assisf hivtf. When 
they came to the hill, they found tliSir friends in a pitiful condition, for 
there wme no less than 70 Savace # ns upon the ground, wounded or 
killed, and the Greeks lafd about them very eagerly. overpowered 
with fresh numbers of their enemies, they were forced once more to 
1 cure to their monastery, where they were watched with such a vigilant 
eje, that one of them could not so much as offer to peep out but the 
Sararchs Jet fly an arrow at him. f * * 

Abu (JbekUk leaving Said Ebu Zeid to Uke care of the goverppur, 
drew up fus men, and ordered them to pi&lj'their tents abohUh€w|fl>^ ; 

* For* (says he) ‘God has circumvented your enemy, and performed 
1 hat promise which he made to ns, to help us ; and this is because 
Goa h a protector of those who put their trust in him ; but a$ for the 
infidels, they have no protector.* Herbis, the goyCrnour, finding him* 
self straightened, began to repent himself that ever he came into thht 
old hou sc. I fo considered with great concern, that in a very short time 
he and his men must jweds bg reduced for want of provision, Nov 
could any about him, supposing they could have found a possibility Pf 
sending, think of any person capable of assisting them in those 
deplorable circumstances. The jSfiracens having jaken so many pfocw# 
already, flad spread such,* terror around the country, tSfot those which 
lemained were under too great a eonepm for their own preservation to 
be at leisure to lend ah befpihg hand to their distressed neighbour ‘‘A 
great many others had by agmemenfc § to a truce, rendered themselves 
incapable of bearing army at time agaiftst the Saracens. foir 
misSmbfo state* no other ^prospect offering totem* 

sity, they were forced to surrender themselves into the banns of their 
condors. Herbia calls out al6u$, and asks if Acre were aoy ppvvi 
that understood him. Befog hskeef by an foterptetes wbht njeoM 
have, he desired that he might be secused from 
' and that Said would com$ near and talk with WU fc 

that he owed Wm m dwch respect t bu* tf he had any things oaft be 
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frdght come to luift. Loath to venture himself, he, by means of the 
; ih'S^preter'; got^oav'e to send a messenger, who, coming before Said, 
Offered to, %U*down upon^bis face by way of respect Said made 
4 , Sigh .ib'bfjbtr tO'fbrSeair, and the Saracens /ame about hitn, and held 
bint frhjb doing; it ; of which Me having asked the reason,. Said said to 



proper dbject of Worship** Joeing examined about his crir&ji, he said 
that he 'Came to desire protection for Herbis and his men ; which was 
accordingly giSmted^ upon condition, that they should lay down their 
armsi apd surrendS^ themselves. The messenger asked whether that 
security was only from himself, or from the general too? Said told 
'thc, ; S^racensr. When r Herbis heard this, he came out, 
'and," u$, that. he: has learnt from persons worthy of * 

> that' f Kcrbf^ : when he. chm| Out to surrender himself, put off all 
his and ;i exchanging With Isohte of his men, put on woollen 
.apjfiarel, suithJg *hi$ habit to the meanness of His present condition. 
$aidv$^cing him come along in this humble mein, fell down and 
worshipped God, saying, * Praised be God, who hath humbled their 
gtfcjsd One# before us, and given us dominion over their rulers/ Then 



for ihose which" were with him, he would grant them security, hpon* 
'Wo, $ei*didon<5 5 either that they should turn Mahometans, and so have 
" interest with them ; or, if they Chose father to continue 

of their own religiqp, they^hqfuld never more beat 
the Muslemans* ■ But 'as tor, &t the city, they were 
-disposal; ' J to 'to go, he 

ierv fc e tp conduct; k^ree lipora any 

'$f « ave f ree * 

mhngef hi$ to $0 back' with him, to 

-^^agai}^ 1 th^' ; # : bd'^si^c 4 till God shotild 
we^tf v ' ^ 

l £ ti 1 e\Y 14 i ' f 'Yt*/* irl n 1* atari ‘ tntrr 


h : '0^idaK > 1 ' talci'n^le^ijeW . , 

clw^eiiag at the same "tmag 


KVMini, w 

^'■^^''kM'lusineii Mo| he i 
... Jfiittew, iBeing asked * 






23*5 . ANGELS HELP Mt) MAHOMET JN MAT1LM. ( 

because the angels helped them, as they did at the battle of Bcder, 
which is the grace of God towafds us ; and by this means God gives 
us the victory over your country, anti, makes your armies flee before 
us/ That the angels helped Mahomet in battle, he has expressly toid 
them in the Alcoran, ckap.'ix* 26, 40 j ai*d they believed and depended 
upon the same assistance! and oftentimes attributed their success to it; 
not that any of them pretended cuer to have seen these auxiliary 
troops of militant angels ; it bein^ sufficient fofi* their purpose to be 
seen by their enemies. Herbts offered for the whole city of &aalbec 
x,ooo ounces of gold, 2,600 of silver, and 1,000 silk vests. Abu 
Obcidah told him, * If they would have peace, the$ must double the 
sum, and add to it i,oot sWorcte, and all the arms belonging to those 
men that were shut up in the monastery, and pay tax and tribute the 
next year, and never bear arms for the time to come, nor write to the 
Emperor, nor attempt either directly, w indirectly, any thing against the 
Saiacens, nor build any churchcs.or monasteries/ Herbts complaining 
of the severity of the articles, as being all in favour o/wSrhe Saracens, 
desired that the besieged might at least have this one article on their 
side, vi 7., * That whosoever shall be appointed lieutenant over Baalbec, 
should not come into the city, nor any of his men ; but pitching his 
, tents on the outside of the walls, should there receive the < tftbutc 
imposed hpon the inhabitants.' This being granted, all was# agreed 
upon, on!/ there wanted the townsmen's Consent ; who, having hm*d 
the articles, did not approve of them, and said# they wotffl hover 
surrender the strongest city in Syria into the hands of the S^racchs 
uporf^such terms ; but when Herbis had remonstrated to them the 
danger to which he and his men must be evposecj, if there were not 
some agreement made, and the provision he had made for their repose 
and quiet, in excluding all the Saracens from once entering into the 
town ; adding withal, * T^iat he would lay down a fourth part of what 
was imposed upon them himself/ they at last consented. Herbls alone 
going mto the aty co raise the promised sum, Abu Obeidah detained 
all the rest of his men as hostages, till it should pe paid> Ip twelve 
days time Vie {nought it $*itpOu which Abu Obeidaj) dismissed the met** 
and calling for Rapid Ebn AbdoUiah, left him to take care of ffe albec 
with soo Saracens, giving him a most strict charge Ito do nothing Wt 
what was right and jjifet, Wlffig him that he had beard the prophet 
‘That God had Commanded Moses and Dal id the same thing? * HU m 
1>ati him prevent aft man% of ‘disturbance between his men and the 
inhabitants of the city, atad tavc ah eye *to the sea shore, had pillage 
all thos^ places in the neighbourhood, which had net 'eaten# into 
articles, Having left him with this charge* he moved j 

and, before fie came thither, the prefect of Jushiyath mtmh i$tjn a 
present, which he accepting, renewed the truck with him. 

Rapid very punctual? executed his ph*rge> and both he df »4 hi* 
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men behaved themselves so inoffensively that the citizens and the 
Saracens grew very well acquainted. The Saracens, according to their 
custom, plundering all the neighbourhood, sold what they got to the 
citizens, who began* to be in a fair way of growing rich with the spoils 
of their countrymen and fdlow-Christian's. Ilerbis, formerly their 
governour/Tetceivih^ this, began to consider which way he might 
' bring himself in for a share of the gains : wherefore, calling them 
together, he represented what hazard he had exposed himself to for 
their preservation, whilst it Was in*his power, and what pains he had 
taken to procure them those articles of peace, of which they now 
reaped the bench*; besides the paying down, at his own proper 
expence, the fourth part of what was imposed upon them all ; adding, 
‘ That he thought it nothing but reasonable, that since they were in a 
Capacity/ he should be reimbursed/ This was consulted to without 
any opposition ; but be told them '.hat he did not desire to deprive any 
of them 'of any part of their substance, but only they should agree to 
pay him the tanth of what‘ they saved in lhciz trading with the Arabs. 
They were at first very unwilling to come to this ; but after debate, 
considering hi$ quality, as having been once their governour, though 
now reduced to the same condition with themselves, and that when 
necessity required it, lie had not spared his own private substance for 
the publick good, they at last agreed to it This done, he appoints a 
tythsvman to gather it, and hi a few days it amounted to a 'Very con- 
siderablff^um. The sweetness of this gain, instead of extinguishing, 
increased his thrift; whereupon in a second meeting he told them that 
it would be a long time before what he had laid out would be repard at 
this rate, and proposed, that either they should admit him one of their 
company, or else instead of a tenth, pay him a> fourth part of all their 
gains* The people, vexed to the heart at this squeezing, insatiable 
temper, cryed out, * Away with him, and # all such unreasonable 
wmefees, we had better be governed % the Saracens than such ; for 
they ait better, and more just { .and, with a great noise and shout, 
rushed upon him, and killed him. The Saracens without heard the 
noise, but did not know what was the Matter ; neither would' Raphi go 
wtp the City contrary to the agreement, but said, 1 If theie was any 
difference between* then*, and /hey came out to him, he would en- 
deavour to make them, friends/ * Presently after they came thronging 
out to him, and acquainted him with whit they had done ; how civil 
they were to their prefect, in answering? his fftst demand, and how un- 
reasonable he had been in coveting 'tnore, ; c!esiring Raphi to come into 
the dity, and govern it himself ; which he refused, till he had yrotd to 
AIM Qbeidah } who sent him woi< ♦ That since the people were wiUr 
btft Jll m to scrupte it**. Upon which he and hi* men went i«fo 

on Jan. ao, ad, I636. 

Irving Baalbec, we must npw march to Hetqs ; before which Abu 
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Qbeidah having brought hi* army, bcfoic any attempt made upon it, 
sent to the govemour the following letter * * 

* In the name of the most merciM God 

* From Abu ObeicUh Ehn Aljerfvhh, lieutenant in Sytia to the 
1 Timpefar of the faithful Omar, Ebn £lchit£b (whom God bless) ami 
‘ genera) df his fqiccs, #Thc most mighty God hath conquered several 
^places by oun hands ; Ivhc/rcfoic d4 no J tot the greatness of your city, 

* nor the stiength of your buildings, nor the plenty of your stores* noi 
l< the bigness of your bodies, deceive you ; for your city in nq more m 
‘ our kinds, when we come to war against it, than if we should set a 
1 pot Upon a stone in the midst of our camp, and, 11 the army should 

* come round about it, to lake every one of them a mouthful, In thr* 

* first place, thetcfoie, I invite you to our religion, and that law which 
^our prophet Mahomet, of blessed demon * btought us, Which, if 
‘'you. shall receive, then shall you partake with us in ah our fortunes, 

4 good and bad : and we will /send you men to instruct you in yottr 
4 religion, as God ha*s commanded us, if you refuse tfjc Mahometan 

* religion, wc shall continue you in your possessions, paying tribute. 

4 If neither of these conditions please you, come out and fight u», till 
‘ Cod, who is the best judge, shall determine between us.' 

This being no sooner received than rejected with the utmost <scoin, 
both sides prepared themselves, the vSaracens for an assault, ^th© be- 
sieged fa* their defence. The besieged sullying, made so good ffahiy* 
work of it, that the Saracens had little reason to boast of thdfc victoiy. 
There was piescnt a great man among the Arabs, a person of extra- 
ordiary sagacity and penetration, and had himsolf many times 
commanded an anny with good conduct and success : he, consider- 
ing well the strength cf the place, and the courage and resolution of 
the inhabitants, told Abu Qbeidah privately, that he might sooner 
expect to conquer Heins by stratagem than by force of arms, and 
Reposed to him to raise the stege, if he could induce the besieged fa 
let lum have five days provision far his men and horses, upon that 
condition : by which faCans their stock of provision would be very 
much diminished, and he faigfcft fate a fit bppdnfcrmty of surprising 
them* This* advice bejng; approved* Abu Obeidab acquainted* the be- 
sieged with his design ofmtemifttfag the siege of Hefts* aft} trying 
his fortune at other plate, of which there still Remained uncbnquOrod 
a great number in Syria my weB fartifyed, <upon the ceadhfa^ afajfa* * 
mentioned* The peopWwihiifa at any rate to get rid of stfah faftMr 
some neighbours* considering ,t*ith gtt those toaby accitfeftfa w 
might prevent them ever Wtupefag thither, or at lete^dfcfaf it a 
long time, easily assented* The gbvemour himself being as raNtt as 
nay to compound with the Earaom open thesdTetet, faW m 
that the Arabs ware like wild beasts, greedy of (WSjr/ WheWffa ho 
^sought it the best way to give thezp something fa fill their bogies, and 
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send them pocking. Upon this he sends some of the chief clergy to 
Abu Obeidah, to make the agreement and take a copy of the articles : 
which being done, the citizens brought out their provision, according 
to the agreement. Abu Obeidah told them# that since their intended 
march was likely td be tedious, he should be very glad to buy the 
remainder, ,of their piovision. ' 'l'he people we^c willing to sell, and the 
Mahometans bought as long as they had any wing left to buy withal, or 
exchange for. > * * 

Some spies belonging to ,the emperor, being at that time in th* 
Saracen Camp, and perceiving the Eme&sens set open their gates, and 
bring out thdhr provisions* without taking time to inform themselves 
thoroughly of the cause of it, went and spread a report about the country, 
that Hems was surrendered, to the great surprize and discouragement 
of the rest, who had their hearts daily filled with the increasing tenor 
of the Saracens. Abu Obeidah from Hems went to Am*s$n, a sliorig 
place, wjeli watered, and full of soldiers ; where his summons bum; 
rejected, he desired the favour of the goveinoyr of the castle to ioau i 
some old hurifier, which would be troublesome and cumbersome to 
them in their speedy march. This was without much scruple gi anted, 
all being desirous of their absence upon any terms. Upon this he 
take^ao chests, and enclosing in them 20 chosen men ; to present all 
suspicion put locks upon the outsides of them, the bottoms of the 
chests being so contrived, a^ to slip backwauK and forwards as he 
wjfifin phased. These received into the castle, the Saracens marched, 
only Calcd was left with some forces, by way of ambuscade, to assist 
those in the chests. The Saracens gone the Christians went to chprch 
to give thanks for the departure of their enemies, and were heaid 
singing psalms by Derar, Abdorrahmftn, and Abdo’llah in the chests, 
who taking, this opportunity, came forth, and having seized the gover* 
Hour's lady, demanded the keys of the gates. From thence they went 
tp the church, where they, without circuity,* surprized the unarmed 
pudtitude.* Then Abdo’liab Ebn Jaasar, who Commanded them, sent 
five of them with the keys to open the gates, and cry out AlUh Acbu ; 
which done* Caled, who was within hearing, came up, and*Arrestan 
was taken without opposition. # 0 

Vhty made the conditions much more easy to the inhabitants, the 
Saracens not expecting such an*^nbloody conquest Wlxetefore, they 
resigning themselves without any more to do, had their Jibetty granted 
to go where they pleased. Some of# them* changed their religion, 
though the greater number stilt retained thdr Christianity and went to 
tfemk * • 0 • 

f wo ihodsahd men being left ip garrison at Arresting Abu dbeidah 
move* with his army to Shaizar. He had no sooner sent his sum* 
there arose a great ’dispute about surrendering the phwee t 
0 e pon$ue*t of Arresl&n, ftaalbcc, Damascus, Bo&tna, and M they 
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supposed of Hems, gave them just reason to fear, that they should 
not be able tp defend Shaiiar, hot superior to those places, either in 
strength of its situation, or nunibcn of its soldiers* .The governour 
held out obstinately, and gave them a great dea^ of reproachful lan- 
guage, swearing and curstag them, at$ commanded hi$ servants to 
strike some of them* f The chief men provoked at thin tyrannical 
usage, drew thrir fwordp, and fell ufcon # him and his party* Having 
made a quick dispatch of them, they opened the^ates, and surrendered 
'to Abu Obeidah, who received %hem -very gladly, and gnve them 
hearty thanks for sating him the trouble of fighting; adding ‘that 
since 'they had behaved themselves so w ell, aryj. expressed such a 
desire of living under the government of the Saracens, he would not 
dismiss them without some distinguishing mark of his favour/ Upon 
\yhich lie told iftem, 1 Tliat he would not force any of them tp change 
their religion against their will, nonput them to any extremities i but 
if any of them would come in of thur‘own accord, they should pay no 
tax or custom, as, other Mahometans did, for two ygar& If they 
chose to continue tn th< ir own religion, they should pay no tribute for 
the space of one year/ 

Shaizar was now taken into possession, and Abu Obcidah reminded 
his Muslemans, that they were no longer under any obligation /*o the 
peoplepf Tlems, having punctually performed whatever they had promised 
them* The governour of Hems was not * o.wril satisfied, for as^pon 
as the Saracen army came to appear before the qty, he sentoi messen- 
ger to expostulate with Abu Obeidah concerning his perfidy and 
breach of promise : who gave him no other answer, than that he desired 
those clergy who had made the agreement with him first should come 
to him again, and let themselves be judges whether or no ho had fol* 
fill'd his promise to a tittle. Upon their coming, he asked them* * Did 
not I make an agreement with you, to leave Hems, tiU I had con- 
quered some other city of Syr&i ? And was it not left my liberty 
after that* either to go to any other place, Or to return to your Wheu 
this could not be denied, * Well then,’ answered he, * since we have 
conquered Arrest&n and ShaMr, wo are undo/ no further obligation 
to you, <uuf there remalhs nothing but that yotf surrender/ 

There being no remedy left, m any one^whofh they might justly 
blame but themselves, for not having taken better care at info th§y 
prepared to fight The inhabitants though not a iitfo; dishwtened- 
wim they reflected upon theft scarcity of provision, to which their 
unseasonable credulity nad eappsc^ them * hntoumged fhy 4Wtr 
goverqpur, resolved to try tholr fortune in foe field* 
they went to prayers, to implore the divine assistance, foe tpywour 
himself receiving the communion at % Church, 

Into a Mosque). When he came baclq he eat for w supper 
fluted kid, and sat up drinking fine all night Thus ^r^red for 
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battle, having put pn very rich clonths* he sallied out in the morning at 
the head of 5 <Xx> horse, compleatly 1 armed, all men of approv'd 
courage; and resolv'd* to die for the defence of their country* And 
though the Saracens same out against them with a much greater number, 
yet they nevertheless stood theis gi ound, without the least expression of 
fear or concern. 4 The Christian arphers galled the Saracens terribly 
•with poisoned arrows, and chaaged them with &bch couAge, that they 
were forced to give wa}. Whilst C^.led was labouring to restore the # 
battle, homade a very nartovf escape; for, engaging with one of the* 
Greeks, his swdvd broke in his hand i Upon which closing witjt his 
adversary, he squeezed him so*close to mm, that he broke his ribs, 
and threw him down dead off from his horse* About noon, Mirkal 
and Mcisaiah made an impression upon the right^ wing of the 
Christiana, and Kfcis Eba Hobeirah upon the left. But among all the 
Sarecena* none signalled himself so much that day as rkrimah, 
Caled's cousin : he, thirsting after •the- imaginary joys of Mahomet's 
fools paradise^cried out Aloud, i Methinks 1 £ee the black-cycd gute 
looking upon me, one of which, if she should appear in this world, all 
mankind would die for the love of her* And I sec in the hand of one 
of them a handkerchief of gteen Silk, and a cup made of precious 
StoheS 1 , and she beckons me, and calls out, come hither quickl/, for I 
love the# With these words Charging the Christians, he made havoc 
wh& p e he went, till observed 9t last by the goverfiour of Hems* he was 
stuck thrn%k with a javelin. When night parted them, the Saracens 
returned to thetr camp, having had the worst of it all that day. Calcd, 
a^Sdrihg himself that this success would easily induce the Gteekff to 
believe the Saracens .afraid of * them, persuaded Abu Obeidahno fly 
before them the next morning, to draw them into disorder. Nor did 
thfe advice fell of the desired success ; for the Greeks had beaten 
tod well the day before, to entjrtain tfcc feast suspicion that 
their Sight* Was feigned.* Thereupon, •pursuing them unwarily, and 
coder, they wore about noon surrounded by the returning 
Saracens; who, to ugetny authors oyn expression, # fell upon them 
upon a qprease.' Some of the # Gr*eks had^vefftured to 
plunder the Saracens’ tents } but whilst they were differently employed, 
the pursuit,* others in the spoil, the far greater part of them 
WtrfO fo*#e*pfced by the Saraccfis ; nor had any of them escaped, 
* unless relieved by some ofthe besiege^ sallying from the city. The 
fe)l amoi^ the rest, easily distinguished by his red !&<?*, 
leiie sire, nnd r} cm apparefy pertomed t with musk This defeat 
the besieged to surrender f but the Saracens, who#haviag 
hfcardsb of rite Emperor's preparation against them, expected a 
daily, had no leisure to stay and take possess^ 
mrwHk to spare by way of garrison i wherefore 'they toojfe 

at their word, and never* man of them went into the dity, 

i > »# 
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till after the great battle oi V^unouk, which determined the fate of 
.Syria, and put the Saracen-? out of all fear of ever fhceting from the 
emperor the like opposition. The Saracens departed from Hems, 
having lost that <lay 234 men. The CbiistianS burying their dead 
found them above tCoo. 

* IIcracHue, tycaHed \uth # a constant and uninterrupted succession of 
messengers of ill news?, which like those of Job, came every day tread- 

ting one upon the heels of another; grieved at the heart to ace the 
Roman empire, once the mistress of the woild, now becontcflhc ecotn 
and triumph oif barbarian insolence ; resolved, if posSibft, to put an 
end to the outrages of the Saiacens once for all ;* and, m Older to it, 
raised such an auny out of all paits of his dominions, as since the fust 
invasion of 111* Saiacens, had never appeared ip Syria before, Not 
much unlike one engaged m single combat, who, distrustful of his o\Ut 
abilities, and fcanng the worst, summons together his whuie, strength, 
in hopes of ending the dispute withone determining stroke, Forces wf-ic 
Sent to alt defensible places, which this inundation of tits’ Saracens had 
as yet left untouched ; particularly to Ca sarea, and all the Sea-con ,t of 
Syna, as Tyie and Sidon, Accah, Jfoppn, Tripolis, Ben out, and Tibe- 
rias, besides auothei army to defend Jerusalem. But the main body 
Of all, which was designed to give battle to the whole forces *bf the 
Saracen?, was commanded by one MhhAp, an Armenian, Whdift | take 
to be the v try same that the GieUk histonghs call Manuel «WhoVlhe 
Kmpeior had given the generals his boat advice, add charged them to 
behave themselves like men, and especially to take cate that there was 
no differences nor dissensions amon^tjiemselvcs; he asked them ‘What 
should be the reason of this surprising success ofcthe Arabs, inferior to 
the Ciceks both 111 number, strength, artpS, add discipline P After a short 
silence, a grave man stoodupftnd told him that the reason was, * BvcdUwt 
the Greeks had walksd unworthy* of their Christian profession, and 
changed their religion topa What it was whffU')esus Christ first 
it to them, inj unrig and oppressing 0 no another, taking usury*, oojp> 
muting /oiuicattoh, and" fomenting strife and jcauamie among them* 
selves.’ And iadcdqi th«5 vices Of ( tli # $9 Ghriatiarai were at that 0m no 
flagrant, as to fnake them Stink the aosftiftwf ugt vety Infidels;* cent- 
l, ssrd by th» Greek writers themielvoa, and aggravated toy the Afabick 
ones, The Rtnper«%WW#ud ytkaom was ft» sensible ttf ft * 

* thpt he had thoughmbf tamtipuing with them rid longer ; 

his army to theft mshUj^ent^ould withdraw hinweft id. , „ 

nupW In answer to which, they represented to hiw,k®f ^m»bis 
dup^ttkri would reflect upon hts-hohom, 

P ’Our# It *«i WJe i**X»,Wec rdrs >* t&v mi vhr tojbktfth* 

t<tp#m(titntp, OtaVre mpwif 'ApsWft mftrrf* d/% w wp»* vS 
nti ylwr« »s*rf fif a ##me vs ewpalha Jgvpera, 4 tears r) 
IW/WW Xfyw a«t ’MflMfgdv sal v$v Mts} wv aiparegvciaK Vtaf. /. 
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to him in the ey^3 of Ids own subjects, tn<l what occasion o* timmpli it 
ivouhi afford to^his enemies the Saracens. Upon tin* tluy took their 
ie&ve, and prepared for their march ; Mahfin, besides a vast <ngiy of 
Asiatics and Europeans, having joined to hi«i Jabalab Ebnol Ayhnin, 
King* of Unchristian Arabs, who had under lym 60^000 men, 'I In.** 
MaMn commanded to march always in the hont, sajing. ‘Thcie \ f > 
nothing Uke diamond 14 cut diamond/ This gttat army raised for the 
defence of the Christian people, wa^ little less insupportable than the* 
Saracens themselves, committing all manner of decider and outtage 
1$ they passed alorg^ especially when they came to any of those places 
which had made an agreement with the Saracens, or surrcndcitd to 
hem, they swore and cursed, and reviled the inhabitants with icpioa* h- 
ful language and compelled tltcm bv force to bear them^Ompany. '1 he 
wo t people excused their submission to the Saracens, by their in- 
tbility ttulcfeml themselves, and tq^d the soldiers, thni il they did not 
approve of whJt they had data?, they ought tUemgelvc^ to Iwvc conic 
sooner to their*teKcf, 

The news of this great army having luuhcd the Saracens cm-,, 
whilst they were at llcms, filled them lull of apptthcnsions, and put 
Lhemlo a very gicat streight which way lo manage in this ctiticaJ jmu- 
iUttu Sjjnemf them would very willingly ha\e sluunk back, and k- 
fa) Arabia; in whiclfc they proposed tc* themselves A double 
idVftnl’agc* speedy assistance fiom their friends, and the great scarcity 
to Which the numerous army of the enemy mud needs be 1 educed in 
that barren countiy; but Abu Obcidah fearing lest such n icukmi 
flight by the Caliph be interpieted cowaidiee m him, dmst not appim v 
!»f this advice. OfWbrs rather cl nose to die in. the defence of those 
ktutcly biddings, fruitful holds, and pleasant meadows they had won 
by the Award, than retire volunteers to their former starving condition ; 
and proposed to stay there where they tjere, add expect the appioacb 
Of thtt,«aejpy Calcd was not for staying there, it being too m\u 
Q****tt, where Cobstanlino, the Emperor's sen, lay with 40,000 men ; 
but proposed to marth to Yerniouk, where they Height expert assi ,t- 
S»ce <Vom the Caliph* *As soon as Coastantin<fheard of the!r dcpai luu , 
lie sen t a chiding letter t^Mahdn, and" bad him mend his pace* Malian 
aj)vhnced, but made no haste to*gtfvc the Saracens battle, having re- 
^Jve4 ptders from th<J Ejnperor to make overtures of peace, which 
fmd ho aoontsr proposed than rejected by Aba Obcidah- There passed 
several me^mgea between them- Thtf Saracins endeavouring to being 
Lhehf codntrymuft Jabakh Ebntfl Ayhajn* vfith his Christian Arabs, to 
* nibkiifity, were answered, that ih^werc obliged to serve the R&perbn 
at^retplnid to fight, upon this, Gated, contrary to the advice of A 
pregWW to give him battle first,’ before MaMn should come uj>, with A 
1 far moinsiderafale dumber of mejt, picked out of the whale army ; 
tit&ng that the Christians beingf the army of the Devil, had no advan* 
i *fr«a 
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tage , by tij^'l^^bers.' kgainst tj»e Jtt 

'obs^rvecl'^tiCated .'in choosing his meh,cati«l 
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'^S^^'They found 
seats prepared for them. 1 ’ 
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* tko ; recoivod* tar of all , nm-xofts 'Secured ambassadors from violence, 
Jus- supposed imi’^cmi^geS' hup to take that indecent 
fe^sVeamved' to^ chastise his insolence in the persons offeis 
^isoJfers, mhp shbtild instantly; fee beheaded, Caled 
*• 'fjftAt by Mahomet* apd'ihc holy Temple 

' taeft,; he’ should ‘die by his hands,, and 
.eye^"S^k?en , pv$$&k . shc#d kill* his! man, lit th^epn^equehces be 
i>y^|he^;Wpuid ; dnd immediately rose frofe ^Sj;i>lacotatiSV<jtew his 
,, .j^o|l-'VTfci ; hfefc did alLthe.^# 9& tIw5 ' SWrafcJ^ 


fc; Mahan 

treasons/ 

^ _... s ^ ^ J | t . _ ^ _ m^ 

t n^oh»ifs, k ah4 '^esired'him to give him # 

' hltti, and pitched hard by. 

uiything ^though Malian 

^ ,,^, _--)> thinking his'kindne^ 

recompensed' in the restoring' the prisoners, 
i , SLi-iLL^ W as to determine the 

h resigned the whole command of the army 
'hhder the ydlow dagi^hich 
v ‘ *-“ AiI “g forth into Syria ; bfeing the 
: under at the battle of Chai- 
nejfest place for him, nbt only 
but -that .the reverence of him 
! '|^ ; ^!^|it,«^-th« i Sai^c^-whb>Vere now 1%?,M bests 
.. _ .l^rasP'^St^'s^e.^^^'b^-arms. Far'tho same,- 

• The Greeks charged so ■ 

„ that the right wing.qfrthe. 
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! the enemy, than 
K&to bear up, and were 
^y^etimes obliged, to 
|^;;the fight, Vho told 
' M.'^od hell fire be- 
Jj^-jwisssion himself, 
i|e women an hearty 
ii|i, -/'Night .at last j^'--* 
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his own hands j telling them, * That their enemies suffered the samd 
pain which they did, hut had npt that reward to expect from Cod which 
the Mustetmsna had.’ * 

Among other single combats, of which there wefe several fought 
between the two armies j Jit chanced that Serjabff Ebn Shahhnah twu 
engaged With an officer, of the Christians, who was much* too strong 
for urn Tl)e lesson our audios assigns, is because Serjahil was 
who% given up *0 watching and fatting. Dory thought he ought not 
,tn stand etili and see the prophet's secretary killed ; and took his 
dagger whilst tire combatants were over head and ears in 'dust, and 
comiag behind the Christi&fy stabbed him to the heart* The Saracens 
♦ gave Denir thanks for l<is service ; but W said that he would receive 
no thanks but from Cod. Upon this there arose a difference between 
Serjahil and Dmr concerning the spoil of this O^COt Derar claimed 
k, as being the person that killed him. $e$d»i, as baying engaged 
him, and tired him out first The matter being referred to Abu 
Obeidah, be proposed the case bf the Caliph, concealing the njkmes of 
the persons concerned ; who sent him word that the spcfft'pfhny enemy 
was due to him that killed him ; upon which AbuObeidah took it from 
Seijabil, and adjudged it to Dcrar. 

Another day, the Christian archers did Such execution, that besides 
those Saracens which were killed and wounded in other psyta, there 
were yog which lost each of them one, or both of M uopn 
Which account, the day in which the {tattle was fengi# jscWfed 
Yaumo’ttdwir, the day of blinding : and if any of those that m# their 
cye| that day, were afterwards asked by what mischance he was 
blinded ? he answered, 4 That it was not a mischance, but a token of 
favour from God % they gloried as much in those Wounds tjhjty 
received in the defence of their superstition, as our anthttsfeutk do in 
what they call persecution, and with much the saint reason. AbdqfflM* 
Ebn Kort, who was present in ati the wars in gytia, says, ‘That hc 
never saw so hard a battle a? that Which was fought oa'that dawftt 
Yermonk j and though the getmml* fetight most d«*peramly,>rt,mf 
ait they jtiad been beaten, if the. tattle had not again been i&ms 
the women/ CMtmi sister, was wounded '•md fell dot 
Opherah revenged Mr quarrel, and struck Of the Ma\ head flat did 
it ; and after asking fear hoW She 4M, she Snswefed, ‘Very lf| with 
God, but a dying woman.’ Howeedr, dm prayed fe be 
in phe evening She wm Ufefeing about as if shehadaflad 
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used to entertain the officers,and treat them nobly. To requite him for his 
courtesy, whilst they were revelling at Ms house, they bad him bring out 
his Wife to them* which he refining* they took her by force, and abused 
hcMl night ; and, to %dd to his affliction, they took a little son of his, and 
cut his head off. The poor lady^took her chWs head, and carried it to 
Mah&n j antHiaving given hurt an account of th# outrages committed by 
his officers, demanded satisfaction. .He took but little notice of it, and pui 
her off with a slight answer. tJ pon which her husftand resolved to take the 
first opportunity of being revenged, tfent privately over to the Saracens,- 
and acquamted*them with hi$ design. Returning back to the Greeks, 
he told them it was- now in his power to do them singular service : he 
takes a great number of them, and brings them to a great water, very 
deep, and fordable only at one place : 500 Saracen horse, instructed 
by him, come over where the water was shallow, And attack the 
Greeks, but in* * very little time return oideily the same way thejr 
came* The injured gentleman calks oitf, and encourages the Greeks to 
pursue, 4 ^ who, plunging into the water confusedly, and not at all 
acquainted with the place, perished in great numbers. In those battles 
fought afterwards at Yermouk (which were all in Nov., 636), the 
Christians had the worst, till at last Mah&n’s vast army being broken, 
add shattered to pieces, he was forced to fly, and leave the Saracens 
masters *>f the field, now quite delivered from those terrible appre- 
hensions, which the news, of this great preparation had fitted them 
with at firs*, * • 

A Short time after Abu Obcidah wrote to the Caliph the following 
letter k* * 


4 In the name of the most merciful God, &c. 

* This is to acquaint thee, that I encamped at> Yermouk, and MaMn 
( was near us, with such an army as the Muslemans never beheld a 

* greater ; but God overthrew this multitude, and gave us the victory 
1 over theuv nut of his abundant grac& and goodness* Wc killed of 
4 them about 150.000, and took 40,000 prisoners. Of the Muslemans 

* wm kflted' 4 >c$ 0 , to whom God decreed the honour of martyr- 
dom. | found SO?ne heads cut dff, hot knowing whether they 

* belonged to the Mtfslemans or Christians, *hnd 1 prayei over them 
1 and buried them * Mahdn wjs afterwards kitted at Damascus by 
tJXoifo&to Eb ft Afitamah. Therwwas one Abrfjfoatd, that belonged to 

* tfcemWorc the battle, that catpe from Hems, he drowned of them a 
1 tftotok rtUfhber* unknown to any but Gdd. As for those that fled into 
< m and fountains, w$ have destroyed them all, and stopped 
1 m the roads kftd passages, and God has made u$ masters of their 
1 ry, and wealth, and childrerf. Written after the vict&y iktm 

1, where I stay expecting the orders concerning the 
Jfcj lywroi-c OdAXswj fir raif rw *er<*e$ tylti&xfr 
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* of tho spoilt Fare thee will, and the irterey and 1 >U sling of Cod l& 

* upon thee, pad all the Musltymus,’ 

Omar, In a Short letter, expressed his satisfoctlbn, arid gave the 
Saracens < thanks for their perseverance and dlligeifee j commanding 
Abu. Obeidah to contimtp where he was till fufcher orders, but toon* 
tioned nothing concerning the spoil s *upon which Abu Obeidah look* 
4 ng upon it a$ left to his own discretion, divided it, without staying for 
farther orders. To gfi horseman Be ghve thiice as nutch as to a foot- 
, man, and made a furl her dilforewe between those horses which were 
of the right Arabian breed (winch they'lookcd upon to be fttf the best) 
and those that weic not, aUdwiug twice as much to ’the former as to 
the latter ; with which division, they not being tfSitisficil, Abu Obeidah 
told them that the prophet did the same after the battle of Chnibar ; 
which, upon appeal made to Onlay, was by hud confirmed Coheir had 
tit the battle of Yennouk two horses, which he rised to ride*by turns i 
he received five lots, three far hirii|clf, and two for his horsey. If any 
slaves had run away from tbdlr masters .before the battle, and were 
afterwards retaken? they were restored to their propdP'masWs, who 
nevertheless received an equal share of the spoil with the rest, , ’ 
The §araccas having rested a month at Damascus, and refreshed 
themselves, Abu Obeidah sent to Omar to know whether, he Should go 
to C’.Tsarea or Jcutsalem, Ali being present wbe»a Otnar was 
delibcriging, said, * Tg Jerusalem first jidding that he had ’heard the 
prophet say as much. This city they Itfd a great longing aftw, as 
being the scat and burywg-placc of a gioat toiaay of ate ancient 
prqpliets, in whom they reckoned none to be so much interested as 
themselves. Abu Obeidah having received orders to besiege it, pant 
Yend’Ebn Abi Sofyaij thither firjq with J^W men $ and for See days 
together sent after him considerable numbers of men, under S«m 
officers as he thought fit to appoint. The Imsolymhes impressed rio 
signs of fear, nor would thtfw vouchsafe so much as to send Ori*h 
messeuger to parley, but made, preparation for a vigorous defence, M& 
planted their engines upon the ‘Wails. ’ Ycrid at Inst weqt ncayifoe 
walls, wjih an interpreted to War their minds, «&nd pioatrisqtha^tl 
terms j which beLqg rejected, th# Sat-mW wouldeviillngtyhaim aWaJfod 
the besieged, had Ml Yesid tolfofoew that Ac (general hgd f not com- 
manded them to make apy assauttJwt only to sit down before the 
city ; and thereupon sent to Aba wmidafy vefeo forthwith ram tfyAn* 
onfor to fight I%e ,n# 5 rt rawnfog the generals said the nfo^ting 
pyayer, each at the head df his nginj and, as It yew with 0j» 
it seems etery one of theeoqmged Ai# veiaicto out of A» 'Jforrwk m 
being tery apposite and peflinenato their present purpose/;® IftSwA 
otter ye into the holy land wMdh God hath decreed for whjf * 
verse *4 of chap. 50 of the where fop impfottity SKwmfofo 

Moses speaking to tho children of Israel 1 which words the Saracen# 
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clexterouSjy interpreted i q belong no less lo themselves than to their 
predecessors, the Israelites. Nor havq these parts of the world been 
altogether destitute of such able expositors, who, whatever they find in 
Scripture graciously expressed in favour of the people of God, apply 
to themselves, without limitation or exception : whatever is said of the 
Wicked and (Ungodly, and all fh& tenors and judgments denounced, 
with a liberal hand they bestow upon their ncighbctor% After their 
prayers were over, thcy a began tlieitf assault. * T^e Ieresolymites never 
flinched, but sent them showers of arrows fiom the walls, and main- 
tained the fight with undaimtecL courage, ttU the evening. Thus they 
continued fighting ten days, and on the ‘eleventh, Abu Obeidah $ame 
up with the remainder of the army ; he had not been thcie long bcfoie 
lie sent the besieged the following letter ;~~ 

fc In the name of the most merciful God.* 

# From Abu Qbeidah Ebn Aljcruhh, to the chief commanders of tho» 

* people of A£lia, and the inhabitant's thereof,* health and happiness to 

* every one that follows the. right way,* and believes m God and the 

* apostle* We 'require of you to testify, that there & but one God, and 

* Mahomet is his .apostle, and that there shall be a day of judgment, 

* when God shall Wise the dead out of theiv sepulchres ; and when you 

* hav^bOro witness to 4hi$, it is unlawful for us either to shed, yoUr 
s Mood, (jjjr middle with your substance or children. If you refuse 

* thfo. consent to pay tribute, ^and be Under us forthwith ; otherwise I 
1 ‘ shall brin^ynen against you, who love death better than you do thO 
► * drinking of wine, o t Sating hog's flesh : nor will I ever htir fiom von, 

* if U please God, till I have destroyed those that fight for ypu, «jml 

* made slaves of your children/ 

The eating swine's flesh, f and drinking wine/E^are both forbidden m 
the AleOftm, which occasioned* that reflection of Abu Obcidah upon 
the practice of the Christians. The former prohibition is borrowed 
from Jewish lavr ; and as for the totter, thw reader may see more 
in IhideautfS life of ‘Mahomet TU$ besieged, never a whit daunted, 
held but four months entire ; in all which space there did not one <1 j\ 
pais without fighting \ -and it being winter tee, the Saracens^ulfvu d 
4 gtubt deal of hardship through the cxtenity*of the wont Her. At last, 
Whop the besieged had wc$ considered the obstinacy of the Jwracen* ; 
Whpi thtey had good reason to Wijeve* would never raise the siege till 
^bSy'hg^tahen the city, Vhfrtever time it took up, or cost them pains ; 
gophro&hts, the patriarch Wont to the wall, and by an interpreter dts- 
coitsod with Abu*ObeMtoh, telling him thaf Jerusalem was the holy 
and whoever came into the boig laifli with any hostile intent, 
rente himself Obnoxious tojhe divine displeasure* To # whicU 

* ww- “ 10 chri “ 5tt “ 1 * 

* y f tfaj- & m t Akmm, cfyfc * 99. 



aja me city ob jkrvsalem yields to omaR the caliph. 

Abu Obcidab answered , 1 We know that it is a noble city, and that oar 
prophet Mahomet went fromfit in one night to heayen {ekaf. xvii, t, 
and HU, jo), and approached within two bows shot of Ms Lord, or 
nearer \ and that it IS the mine of the prophets, and their sepulchres 
are in it, (jnd we arc mose worthy to have it in possession than'' you 
are ; neither will we leave besieging ft till God delivers ir up to us, as 
he hath done ether places, before it.* I shall not here transcribe the storv 
Of Mahomet's journey to heaven ; ttie reade* may find a sufficient 
account of it in Dr, Prideaux’s life of Mahomet At last the patriarch 
consented that the city should he surrendered, upon condition that the 
inhabitants should receive the articles gf their security and piotectiou 
from the Caliph's own hands, and not by proxj£ And their insisting 
upon this, I take to have been the principal motive of Omar's coming, 
rather than believe a blind story tabled by some Arab authors, of an 
‘old piophecy kept m Jerusalem copeenting Omar; in wbidK his name 
and religion were specified, ana his person described, and that he whs 
the only man that could take Jerusalems which, however 1 strange It 
may seem, is nevertheless not so absurd and ridicdioffs a* what they 
tell of Sophronius’s giving an account of all this to Abu Obudak, 
who thereupon sent for Omar. I should rather believe that this idle 
story of the prophecy may be better explained by TheoPh*&ps, trim 
trils us, that when the city was taken, the patriarch said,* ^ThU a trf 
a trutb* the abomination of desolation spoken of by the 

prophet standing in the holy place.’ TheriSarficeflts hearing ajfetrilit 
that die patriarch had confessed them to have been prophesied of, 
made the foregoing story out of it+ Jelalo'ddin Affoydji a cehhrtMted 
Arabjck author, who, among other work*, has written an hisWgyof 
Jerusalem, confesses, that there is great variety and difference » the 
accounts of the taking it : however, all agree in this, that Qmf) fas 
there. The same Jeiaio’ddm agrees with Alwikidi, where he tells ns, 
that upon Abu ObeidWa waiting to Omar to come, be advised fjfWh 
his friends, Othman, who afterwaids succeeded hjm JW tp| jmft* 
meat, disswaded him from gdii that the leresolymto jralgfilfcie 
themselves despised, and thought beneath Ms notice } but AJi k^fF a 
quite differimt opinion, urging that the Muslemans had « 
hardship in so long a siege, and «u%ed igndt from the ; 
the cold { tMt the presence of dtp' Caliph would b«l *1 
meat and ewrouragemeat to tbbm ; adding thgt the ’ 
which the Christians hod frw Jerusalem, w>i^ tupa 
they went on ptlgriredgd* ought io he «on#14f$# hfrmt) 
be supposed that they woffid easily pari with it, but $hwt,l 

* rovvv amotare fsffi riri i#* dMriM 

luVpMot *i Mi* hA a*wj}X i wfifjweirei t*m h re*# 

»4 yp«ri«reM pSX#» ««wd* #“ *•*' *•*»•***• A, 
p. sfol kdif. Par. , 

tM*>s A*d> ymresfroiMtikpia, , 
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with fresh supplies* This advice of Ali being prefeired to Othman’s, 
the Caliph resolved upon his journey ; ftvhich, according to his frugal 
management, required, no great expense or equipage. When he had 
aahUhis payers in tfye Mosque, and paid his respects at Mahomet's 
tomb, he substituted Ali in his place, and .set forwards with some 
attendance;* the greatest part bf which, having kept him company 
a little way, returned back to Medmah. H$ rode upoiV a red camel, 
with a couple of sacksuj in one of which he carried that sort of pio- 
vision, which the Arabs called Sawtk, which is either barley, rice, or , 
wheat, sodden aftd unhusken ; the other was full of fruits. Before him 
he carried a very grrqfc leather* bottle (very necessary in those desart 
countries to put water in), behind him a large wooden platter. Thus 
furnished and equipped, the Caliph travelled, and when he came to 
any place mvhere he was to test all night, ho never wens from it till he 
had Said the morning prayer. A%r which, turning himself about t<y 
those that were with him, he sa/d, 1 Praise bo to God, who has 
strengthened^^ with the tine religion, and gi* cn lt * his piophct, and 
led us o Mt of error, ahd united us (who were at variance) m the con- 
fession of the truth, and given us the vk tory over our enemy, and the 
possesion of his Country* 0 ye servants of God ! Praise him for 
these^bqndant favours ; ft>r God gives increase to those that a?k tor 
it, and MW dAirous of those things which are with him ; and fulfils his 
gtsm upon those that are thankful ' Then filling his platter jvith the 
Sawfk, hO v*ry liberally entertained his fellow-travellers, who did, with- 
out distinction, eat with him nil out of the same dish. 

Whilst he was upon ld$ journey, there came, at one of his stagey a 
complaint before htm of a man that had marryed two wives, that were 
sistqrs both by father # and mother; a thing which the old Arabians 
so long as they continued in their idolatry, made no Scruple of, as 
appear# from that passage in the Alcoran, where it is foibidden for the 
tbn$ to COrqp, and expressed after such % manner, as makes it evident 
tq have Wen nq uncommon practice among them. Omar was veiy 
ang W, and cUeS him and his two wives to make their appearance 
before hhtt forthwith. • After the fellow itad confessed that tlyy weie 
t*Hhh& wives, and sotlearly related, Omar naked him what religion 
J hr he of* or nvhether he was a Musleman ? * Yes/ said the 
♦ And d$d you not know then/ said Omar, * that it was unlaw- 
[ fhn$KM to have thetn *vhen God has said/ * neither marry two 
, Jjhwf# fcty Wttt (ehaia iv* a?)* The fcllow#$wore, that he did pot 
know that it was uhlaVftiVneither was it urfiawfnl Omar swore* he 
i»4 that he would make him part^itl? one of them, or else strike 
1 bit The fellow began to^grumblc, and said, 4 that he'Vishod 
JHpfc; Wen of that religion, for he could have done as well 

; % and had never been a Whit the, better , fat It since he had 

f$mm& it* Upon which Otqar called him a little nearer, and, 
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gave him two blows upon the ciown with his stick, to teach Him better 
manners, #nd learn him to sptftk more revet enliy of* Mahometanism* 
saying, *0 thou enemy of God, and of thy, self, .dost thou revile 
(* Which is the religion that God and tfe* angels, and nposjies, 
and tine best of the creation have chosen T Aha threatened him 
♦seveiely if he did not lAafec a quick dispatch, and take which of them 
he loved he*t. v The fellow was so 'fond of them both that he could 
not tell which he’d Aether part with : upon which some of Oraat’s 
0 attendant# cast lots for the two women,- The lot falling upon one of 
them threis times, the man took her, and was forced* to dismiss the 
other 1 . Omar called to him> and said, Wray mirulwhat 1 say io yefo j 
if any men makes profession of our religion, and then leaves it, we Ml 
him ; therefore sec you do not renounce IslAm. And take heed to your 
^elf, for if ever 1 1 hear that you lie with your wife's sister, which you 
have put away, you shall be stoned/ * 

Tassing on a little further, he happened to see some poor tributaries* 
whom their haid -masters, the Sara <fons, were pum$hfog for aoh<* 
payment, by setting them in the sun ; which in that torrid fcone is very 
grievous, When Omar understood the cause of it, ho asked the poor 
people what they had to say for themselves ? Who answered that 
they Were wot able. Upon which he said, * Let them alone, gncWOtt't 
compel them to mom- than they are able to bear,* for l tord the 
apostle fef Gposay, not afiSict men f for those who ajfiiei men in 
this world, God shall punish them in hdl-ftfC at the day adjudgment/ 
And immediately commanded them to let them go* 

Befoic he got to his journey's end, he was informed of an did man 
that swffeied a young one to go partner with him in his wife ; so that 
one of them wsp to have her four and twenty hours* and then the other, 
and so successively. Omar having sent for them, and upon lamina* 
uou found them to be jM'uslemans, wondered at it, and asked the dd 
man, if he did not know that* it w&s forbidden by the law of Oto? 
They both swore that they knew no such thing* Omar asked *tbi di 
man* what made liipi consent to am a beastly thing? Wha^ssmt'fd, 
that heVvas in years* pnihlk nwftgtfc foiled him, and be tod ni^er 
d sou to look after ftis and this man Was vetf m* 

viewable to him in waWrfog tod foadipg his oameW, and %$h0 worn* 
pensed him that way j’but since ft wto nnfo#fol, he premi^d tjtyty ft 
should be so to more. Omar bid him into h& trife w tto tod 
tofd him, 4 TWt no MCh 1W4 toy thing to d# toft tor tot 
and for your pari, young ttM toys he) if ever t toir thwT ym toto 
near to again, off goes ymir toad** ^ \ * ' 

Qmar* haring all the way to.wtot* ub&titg# a right torgtoto* 

and dUtritoted justice impartWily* for which he was 

** ****** ^ 
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Among tile Saiacep^ came at last into tire confine# of S>n.i, and when 
fee dirw near Jeu|salem he was met by Abu Obeidah, and ronducLed 
to l% Saracen camp with abundance of joy. He did not uach it the 
same day Abu Obpidali met him. In the moving he s.ud the w »u il 
; prayers* and of we may take my Author's word r nt it, preached a good 
seimon* In which, as he quoted this text out of the* Atom m ; * U< 
whom Cod shall dncct* is led in the light way«. but thou slult n u 
tmd a fi lend to direct him aright wfeom God shall lead into 11101, 
(rlnp. xvin. 16),; aChristun pucst that sat before him, stood up, 
and said, 'Cod leads no mail into cuor;* and repeated it. Umar 
said nothing to him, but bid those that stood by stake lus hud off if 
lie should s*ty so again. The old man umleiotood what he said, and 
livid his p%iee whilst Omar piocceded in his seanon. > 

Omar met with so;ue of the Saracens richly dussccl in silks tint* 
they had taken by way of plunder after the battle of Ycrmouk. He 
spoiled all thoiy pude, for he caused them to be r dialed along in the 
dut with their faces doVvnwaids, ami thur cloatl\> to be unt all 
to pieces. As soon ,u he came within sight ot the c it\, he cr>*d out, 

4 AUhh Acbar t 0 God give us an easy conquc Ihuhin \ his te nt, 
which svas made of hair, he sat down in it upon the giound. „ Ike 
Christiana, hearing that Omar was come, fiom whose hands they weie 
to receive tfeCir articles, weu£ desirous of seeing hum Upon which tin 
Muslemanswmld ha vp persfv ailed him not to expose his person, foi 
‘fear of some trenchcious design. But Omai resolutely answered, in 
ih* words of the Alcoran ; 4 Say, there shall nothing befall us but v In 1 
God hath decreed for us; he is our Lord, and in God let all the 
believers put then? trdst/ (Chap. ix. 51). Aftei waids upon paile , 
the besieged resigned, and because those articles *0! agiecnunt 
made by Omat with the leresol) mites, me as it wue, the 
pattern which the Mahometan princes have clflcfly mutated, I shall 
>ot thmk it improper to give the sense of them in this place, as I find u 
ih the authbr of the history of Jerusalem (M.S, Aiab Pocock, N urn. 362) 
The Articles were thtw j 4 That the Christians should build ^10 new 
* ohhvches, either in thifeity, or the adjacent territory ; neither should 
<they jre&se'the Madtmvmi entrance into their chuiches, either hy 
4 *#$ht or day. That they shod# set open the doors of them to 
feif pMenger^ and ttSvcileis, If any Musleman should be upon 
1 a journey, they should be obliged to Entertain him gratis the space 
, * of tkr$* 4 Ay& That tliey should not teach their children the Al- 
4 com ri, nor talk Openly of their religion* w# persvmde any ope to be 
4 ; neither should they binder ^Ay of then relations from becoming 

1 HabotnetlaiiiS, if they had an inclination to it. They should pay 
. * Met to the Mufelemazjs, and rise up to them if they have a timid 
' down, that they should not gqkke the Mnslemah? in their dress ; 

4 pm wear such caps, shot s, no? tuibants, nor poft thur hair as they 
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*^\nbr^gbtVi'^er the same by thp’^nm# 

" 4 , n$mes ■' u sipd, %■'’$&'• /Notour 

WohM'^y^rMe' Upon saddles, nor bear my sM o^p^s/hor hsk'tM\ 

■ ^ya’hiftetd^e in the inscriptions of : %& ''seafo| injdr sell nhy wiit'di'’ 
'/* f^t'..they''$fidhlA be obliged to'kee^jto ihd 

^'Sdiever Went, -and always wear girdles upon / That 

■ 7^ey/s|em' ; ;s^': no, crosses', upon tiieir '' ehhtches^'her 'ahow ;their 

; * openly id the /strdbW of the hfuslemaho., 

1 ' * That .tifey 'shopM^^iri^ but 'only toll thei^ bells, ,; DSfbr tafc# any 
, '• to the - Musiemans. * Neither should 

^th^.^rlook 4h^%' tfyrir houses: Some >,«y, that Omar ‘com* 

: m3W-$| s int&Mtap ts of Jerusalem! itoj have the Tore parts 1 of their 
, 5'|jiShi4sI a^fifeiNpiEi, 'thjwjfRpa«m4i sideways; 

'£ and '*A r> Y;i' Vr ". v “ •’■“ :; VV> 1 ;', 

' Upon these terms ’the: Chri^te^hSS i Ilbertjr pf^<^seibTO ! ;^^hl|i 
such tribute as 

yoke than' ever it had.bon^ 

. slmn^and the calamities of the ttesi«!^d=i^^ , 

by the Bpmans,' ypt 

i cpmpairable idthis, either in ireSpc^t.of l( fhe^h^^?^ 0$ 

' $pr;'b0^ ip ' 

" /yo^waiit .very much Vecov^ed before ^riah , s-'dmit ; ;:N%^ •' 

> 'it' were, once for nil, into the hands Of t^ibcttb^ w 

• Christian religi oh, in which it has'.cPhtlnperf-evtf , 

fhat interval of near ninety /year#^ .in' which,, ^ 

Christians in the holy war, ';Y'''- Y’'Y 
The Christians having sulihiitt^d ijtt 

following writing under his ha«&,y- h-S'- '\'‘‘t 

; <frpm Omar Khsi!p , l , iL^S 
l* shall V ! and^W^itisd ,1 'haa^ *&L 


j-mihedii^Sy :^<St iti&i %0$$ 

lidijph 
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him out from thence, and went with him into Constantines church, 
and laid a mat foi him ; but he would not pray there. At last he went 
alone to the steps which were at Jhe east gate of St. Constantine’s 
church, and kneeled i>y himself upon one of tl>em. Having ended 
his prayers, he sat down, and asjccd the patriarch if he knew why he 
had refused to pray in the church ; the patriarch .confessed that he 
could not tell what should be, the reason of it "‘Why then/ says* 
Omar, 4 1 will tell you. * You know I promised you that none of your 
churches' vhotild be takeaway* from V>u, but that you should possess • 
them quietly yourselves. Now if I ha4 prayed in any one of these 
churches, 1 should «np sooner *have been gone from hence, but the 
Muslemans would infallibly have taken it away from you. And not- 
withstanding all you could have alleged, they would have said, u this 
is the plaice where Omar prayed, and we will pray here1:oo.” And so 
you ivpuld f have* been turned put 06 your church, contrary both to my* 
intention «nd, your expectation. But because my praying so much as 
upoq the step«.,may perhaps* gite some occasion tq the Muslemans to 
give you some disturbance, I shall take what care 1 can to prevent 
. that/: - So he Called for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote expressly , 1 that 
none of the Muslemans should pray upon the steps in any multitudes, 
bdt ohe hy one* That they should never meet there to go to prayers. 
And that<he*mu ezzl n, or crier, that calls the people to prayers (for the 
jMa&dtrtetans never use bells) should not stand there.* This j&per he 
gave tp^^atria^ch /or sebtirity, lest his praying upon the steps of 
' the should have set such an example to the "Muslemans as 

might occasion any inconvenience to the Christians. A noble instance 
of singular fidelity and religious observation of promise. This Caliph 
did nofthmkit enough to perform what he engaged himself, but used 
all possible diHgence to oblige others to do so too. And when the un- 
wary patriarch, had desired him to pray in the church, not well con- 
sidering wh&tmigbtbc the consequent the CSliph well knowing how 
t* he, superstitious in . the mutation of their princes and 
; -grdaf. : tn^n/' espec'iaily such as they look upon to be successors of a 
the best, provision he dould, that nothing yhieh might 
be dqfte; in imitation pf hint; might any way infringe 
bfireMy ; ■ '■ ‘ - 

,* >' a 'story, that; the &di$h desired’the patriarch to assign 

wherd he might build a mosque for the, celebration of the 
that .the. place ! 

,1% W'Aipe tmop vri * m he 

stone ^s|uite covered with: -dirty 
>k tip as much as he cotAf bf it Ip;, bis vest^ ahd'‘retnqy^ ; i^ ! > : 
fehans , pitting wltetydid <$Hjpfc ' did/ Very readily^^s^^ 
ie filling theit bidders, 

time they had removed mwshMnd dH aad^^fir^ 

v^5'V5 •: ' * ■ pp : v.\* 1 '-'^7,4- 
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the stbud**; tlmar leaving the churches to the Christians, built a new 
temple the /place whei*e Salomon's formerly stood, and consecrated 
it to the Mahometan superstition* •From thence he utent to BethleheriV 
aid- goi% into the church, prayed there ; and When he had done he 
gave the patriarch, uricfer his hand,^the same security for the church, 
# as he had done before* at Jerusalem? strictly forbidding ally of the Ma- 
hometans to pray there, tnless one single person at ,a time ; and that 
no muezrin should et%r call the people to praters there. But netwith- 
* standing all the Caliph'S precaution, th6 Saracens afterwards^eized the 
church for their otfb use f and so they did St Constafttine's church at 
Jefulafem ; for they took half the pordh where thbse steps were which 
Omar had prayed upon, and built a mosque there, in which they in- 
cluded those steps : and had Omar said his prayers in the body of the 
0 church, they would without all question have taken that too? . . 

This same year in which Jerusalem was taken, Sa&f j£bn Abi Wak* 
kas, one of Omaris captains, was taking havock lit the territories df 
Fersia. He went to Mhdayen, formerly the treasury ; magazine of 
Cosroes, King of Persia ; where they found money and rich furniture 
of all sorts, inestimable. Elmakiri says that they took there ho 1 less 
than 3000 million of ducats, besides Cosroe’s crown and wardtbbe, 
which was exceeding rich, his clothes being all adorned jrith gofd ind 
jewels of great value. Then they opened the roof of Cosroe^ds porch, 
where tiiey found anefther very considerable sum. They plundered his 
armoury, well stored with all sorts of weapons*' AmoOg^bthef things 
they brought to Omar a piece of silk hangings, sixty cubits squdre, all 
' cufiously wrought with needlework. That it was of great value* appears 
from <he price which Ali had for that part of it .which fell to fciS share 
when Omar divided if; which, though it was none of the best, of it, 
yielded him 20,000 pieces of silver. After this, in the same year, 5 the 
Persians were defeate^by the ^aracens in a great battle near jakulah. 
Yazdejctd perceiving things grow every day worse and w^e^rpt&ed 
to Ferg&nah, a city of Fersijju ; 

*We must now proceed with jhe conquest of JStyria. 1’ 
taken J&u^tlem continued there about ten dayj, to put 
Herb ?ny author tells* us a story of one C 4 ab, a Jew,’ 
to be proselyted, ^ md Mfotkfithte fothfcf, ym> was thorough sJdifeiJ 
in' the law of ^Jdabbtoet 1 , <; 

of 'the^rp^^'^ that ^ftprjSte.-ato MspS* 4 'don : * 4 s' ‘ 

iaki 

etaa (Mar •: 
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suited to his pedate, as having been f brought up a Jew;, namely, 

‘ Abraham commanded his sons conoerning it, and so did Jacob 
{chap. #V., 126), saying, 0 children J God has made choice of a reli- 
gion for you ; {chap %t 96) wherefore do not die before you be Musle- 

mans/ Again {chap, iii ,, 60), t ‘Abraham #as neither a Jew nor a 
Christian, bdt a religious Musleman, and wai?not of the number of 
those who join partners with God.*/ And then {chap. UL* 78), ‘ He that 
shall desire any other rtligion but Islama, it stu#i not be accepted of 
him*- Again {chap. *«., 77), ‘ Will tfiey desire any other than God's * 
religion, to whom everything in heaven# and earth {Aslama) submits 
itself?* And then *{cjtap, xxik, 77), ‘The religion of Abraham* your 
father ; he gave you the name of Muslemans.’ The Rabbi convinced 
with so many pregnant texts, that the Mahometan religion was no 
other than that of Abraham and the patriarchs, repeated instantly, ‘La 
Ilabn> &c^ Thfcre is but one God, and Mahomet is his apostle.' Omar 
w^ls very Well pleased with his new* proselyte, and invited him to go 
along with him to Medinah,*to Visit the Prophet's Jtomb, to which he 
consented* I have inserted this story in the place where I found it in 
my author, because T would not willingly omit anything that might 
any way contribute to the illustrating "the manners or religion of that 
people concerning whom I write ; notwithstandingwhich,Ihave a strong 
Shspidpirthaf this is thevery same Caabwho wajs proselyted in Mahomet's 
timt, above ten years before* Omar took Jerusalem, and coftcerning 
whpm the reader may.se e a* larger account in the Life of Mahomet. 
For our authors are not always so very accurate ; ospecially those who 
write the histories of the beginnings of the Saracenical Empire. • 
NbW Omaif thought of returning to Medinah, having first disposed 
his affairs after the following manner. Syria he divided into two parts; 
and committed all that lies between Hauran and Aleppo to Abu Obei- 
dah, With orders to make war uppn it till he conquered it. Yezid Ebn 
AlS §ofy&n Jook the charge of all Pales^ne ahtf the sea shore. Amrou 
Ehnofl Aas was sent to invade vEgypt, no inconsiderable part of the 
dominions, which njw mouldered away continually. The 
Saracens at ^icdinah fiad almost given*Omar over ; and b^gaft to con- 
he would never stutvfrom Jefujalelh, considering the rich- 
Wjs# ‘itjf , '.'tin?. ^epuntry/and' the sweetness pf the air ; but especially it 
\ l&i pohntfy of the # prophetsf and the Ho$ Land, and the place 
whereat must all be summoned together at the resurrection. At last 
he caipfy so mnch thf more welcome, by ho^ much he was the less 
: ! Abu Obeidah in the mean tirge received Kinnisrin and 

» A(hi4ir ; the inhabitants paying down* 5000 ounces of ’and as 
of silver* 200a suits pf clpath»*of several sorts pf iilfe* and^ |o6 
S^ds of figs and olivet,. Yezid marched, 
place being too fortified tp.&fe 
illy 'Since it had been reinforetdby 'fee Et^fQVwho ’hadseat 
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store i>f a .11 sorts of provision^ sea, and a recruit of 2000 men. The 
inhabitants of Aleppo were much concerned at theplpss of Kinmsrm. 

knowing very well <that it would npt-be long before it 
■ would ieoine to their turn, to experience themselves what they* had 
.known till ithen only by report. They had two governors, brothers, 
*whp dwelt in, the castle (the strongest in all Syria) wbich^yas $ot then 
encompassed by the town, but stood out at a little distance , by itself. 
The iamle bf one of these brethren, if my .atlthor mistakes not, was 
Youkinna, the other John. Their father held of the Emperor*Heraclius 
all the territory between Aleppo and Euphrates, after whose decease 
his sail Ybnkihna managed the affairs f John notttoubliug himself with 
secular employments, did hot meddle with the government, but led a 
monkish life ; spelling his time in retirement, reading, and deeds of 
c charity: He would have persuaded his brother to have secured him- 
self, by compounding with the Arabs for a good round sum of money ; 
who told him, ‘that he talked like a monk, and did not hhdbrstand 
what belonged to a* soldier. That he had wealth and welifce prepara- 
tion enough, and was resolved to make the best opposition &0 vomMS 
Accordingly the next day he called his men together, among Which 
them were several Christian Arabs, and having armed timid, and for 
their encouragement distributed some money among them, told^chOm, 

‘ that he was fully purposed to act offensively, and give ; tiw Sataeens 
battle, « possible, bebre they should cofee too hearmAIeppo. fhat 
the Saracen army was weakened by their division, some of 4 h®jk:'tikfkg 
gone to Caesarea, others to Damascus, and some iftto jflggypt Thus 
encouraging his men, he marched forwards with 12,000* AbU Qb^idah 
had Sent before him Caab Ebn Damarah with 1000 meh, bdi'jwitk ex- 
press orders not to fight till hehad received information of thestrength 
of the enemy. Youkinna’s spies found Caab and his menresting Stein- 
selves, and watering their horses, secure, and free from apprehensions 
of danger ; upon which he. lays an ambuscade, and 
, with the rest of his men. . There was 'a sharp engagen^tjnwhk^' ilie'' 

^ Shracens had the better of it at first; Jtut the ambusci|e' breaW^;ih, u 
L "tipon tflem, they 5 #ere x ltt grejat danger, ‘ ‘ b <e |b ^ ' f 
mtddtude; ' jjok ;' them ;: were ^ilpd^updni/the 
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Went to him, being then at Kinnisrin, and just upon his march ; and 
assoOnasthey came near, cried out, ^iLegoun, Legoun/ Abu Obei- 
dah understood that it meant quarter, and had formerly written to the 
captains in Syria, .that if any of them heard any man use that word, 
they should not be hasty to kill Jiim, otherwise they must answer it at 
the day of judgement, and the Caliph would* be ctear. They were 
brought before Abu Obeidah, 043d perceiving that there? were fires irf 
the camp," and some tvere saying their prayed, others reading the 
Alcoran ? and all very easy and secu/e, one of them said, * They have • 
most certainly gotten the victory/ An interpreter that stood by told 
Abu Obeidah, who tiU then knew nothing of the battle. Upon exami- 
nation, they told him that they were merchants, and the chief traders 
of Aleppo, and were come to make articles for themselves ; that You- 
kinna wa#a tyrant ; that he marched out against the SlSracens yester- 
day. Abtt Obeidah hearing this, igave Caab Ebn Damarah over lot 
lpst,v which made him at first the tnoi£ unwilling to article with the 
Aleppians ;%i:t upon their ‘easiest and repeated, intreaty, and being 
always Naturally inclined to compassion, and withal considering that 
these persons (for there were several belonging to the neighbouring 
villages that had joined themselves with them) might be serviceable in 
helpthg the army to provision and provender, he cried out, 4 God loves 
. those theft ate inclined to do "good* {Alcoran^ chap . il 190, iiu 129, 141, 
Vi ?6) ; and turning himself *to the Saracens, he represented the ad- 
t vantages WMch might accrue to them by receiving these people into 
their protection : but one that was present told him that the town was 
very hear the castle, and he did not believe they were in earnest, or 
ought, to.be trusted j for, says he, e they come to impose upon us, and 
no question but they have trapanned Caab/ To whom Abu Obeidah 
answered, ‘ Entertain, man, a belter opinion of God, who will not de- 
ceive nor give them the domimon^over us^ Then he proposed to 
them the; same conditions which they f of Kinnisrin and Hader had 
; agf^ed to j but they desired to be excused, alledging, that through the 
,, '•qppjftsripn and tyranny of Yoqkinna, their city of Aleppo was nothing 
peppledy qjor h.^lf so rich as Kinnisrin ; but if h« pleased 
: ,of^half so much, they would endeavour to raise it: which 
’ v , they should take care to furnish the 
, : C«tihp:Wth aM things nqpessary, jftid give all possible intelligence that 
/ u$e to the Muslemans, and also hinder Youkinna ftQrti 

v vfetttfhiog to They undertook altfmt the last article, wtwph 

’ was,' altagefhk'out of ; Then, he swojje them every ' 

■■ ' fee (such an oath fts they had been used to), and' bad^ihefh tjjkeoare • 
they broke % fee if /HsrpiM.' be .aia^jji^rtwRi ViWleiv- 1 
’going aWay, he paqpjBftriceA’' a , g*iafd 'to : • 

but they’ tqli'WA they ^ ^leaaed^ s^ye. 

^'^Sp&ev««nce' they could 1 go f fcomt 'rife 
V r ;l^f:jSw q£ Ybvkba* " .j.. 1 
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As they Were going back, they chanced to meet with one of You- 
kinna’s officers, who, enquiring what news ? They gave' him an account 
of the Whole transaction* Upon this he goes with all possible speed 
to his WSiter ; who was with impatience expecting the morning, tfut 
he might dispatch Caab and his men^ whom the coming of the night 
had preserved : but hearing this news, he began to fear lest'there should 
be any attempt made upon the castle, and thought it safest to mate the 
best of His way homeward. In the morning the Saracens were sur- 
prised to see no enemy, and wondered what was the matter wHh them. 
Caab would 1 have pursuecTthem, but none of his men had any inclina- 
tion to go with him ; so they rested them selves,, .and in a little time 1 
Gated and Abu Obeidah came up with the rest of the army. Then 
they went aboutbutying their martyrs, as they call them, and put them 
into the ground all bloody as they were, with their clothes, &rms, and 
all together, Abu Obeitlah said that he had heard the apostle of God 
say that, 1 The martyrs and those who are killed in the service of Gpd, 
slihll be raised at the day of judgement With their blood mpon their 
throats, which shall have the colour of blood, and the smell of mu$k v 
and they shall be led directly into paradise, without their being called ; 
to an account/ ‘ , 1 


As soon as they were buried, Abu Obeidah reminded CaJed ot the 
obligation they were under to protect the' Aleppiahs, how their con- 
federated, who were likely to be exposed io the utmost outrage aiid 
cruelty of Youkinna, who, in all probability? would severely^ e$$nt tfcw 
desertion. They inarched as fast as they could, and when they drew 
nean Aleppo, found that they were not at all deceived in what they . 
feared. Youkinna had drawn up his soldiers with a design to fall upon , 
the townsmen, and threatened them with present death,, unless they \ 
would break their covenant with the Arabs, and go out with hid* to 
fight them, and bring out to him the person that was the 
and proposer of it. At*last h* fell upon, them in good 
killed about 300 of them. His brother John, who Was in thWcatatte^ 1 
hiring a piteous oujtcry and lamentatio|i, came doWrt from 
. aim intrekted his brother to spare ' 

Jesus Christ had cq.himN^ us not tqcouteiid wither ' ' 
less with those of our own religion. ^ all; 
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such should die a Christian, and therefore made a Mahometan of him, 
envying the Christians the credit of having a good man among them. 

- Whilsthe Was mjurdering the unhappy Aleppians, Caled (better late 
thar^ never) came to t^eir relief. Which Youkfnna perceiving, retired 
with a considerable numbed of soldiers into the castle. The Saracens 
killed that day 3000 of his jnen ? however he ptepared for a siege, and 
planted engines upon the castle wnlls. The Aleppfans brought out 
forty prisoners, and, delivered them to Abu Obeglah, who bade his in- 
terpreter ask them, why thej hadamade prisoners of them? They 
answered, ‘Beoau&e they belonged to Youkfnna, and having fled to f 
them, they durst not conceal them, not l*eing included in the articles/ 
Abu Obcidah commended their fidelity, and told them, * They should 
find the benefit of, it f and for their further encouragement, added, 

* Xhat whfifc plunder soever they got from any o£ the Christians should 
be their own, *as a reward of their good service/ Seven of these 
prisoners burned Mahometans ; the # rest were beheaded. 

Abu Oboklah next, in a council of war, deliberated what ^measures 
were most proper to be taken. Some were of opinion, that it would 
be the best way to besiege the castle with some part of the army, and 
let the rest be sent out to forage. Caled would not hear of it, but was 
% having the castle attacked by the whole force at once; tljat if 
possible* it might be taken before fresh supplies should come from 
ilm Grecian emperor. This concluded upoi}, they made^ a most 
vigorous assault, and # liad as hard a battle as any in all the wars of 
Syria. Tire besieged* made a noble defence, and threw stones from 
the walls in such plenty, that a great many of the Saracens were 
killed,, and a great many more maimed. Youkfnna, encouraged Vith 
his success, designed to act offensively, and take all advantages. 
Thu Saracens looked upon all the country as their own, and knowing 
that there was no army of the enemy near them, nor fearing anything, 
ftopi the;besieged, kept guard negligently. Youkfnna, in the dead of 
the night, sent out a party, who, as soofi as the fires were out in the 
camp, fell upon the Saracens, and having killed about sixty, carried 
;Off • ' prisoners/- Caled* pursued and cut off aboi^t 100 of 
l \them;\the rest escapfid to die castle with #the prisoners, who by the 
bf\YQukfhna,4vere the next day beheaded in the sight of 
* Youkfnna dpon this ventured once mote to send 
out Sihiither pirtf, havihg>eceived information fmw one of his spies 
(inostof which were Christian A tab*) that some of the Muslcipans 
wexe gone but to fpfage. Tb|y fell upon fhe Mhsleman$i r killed 150 
und seired all thefr camels, njhie* and horsey which having 
^ kitfed'ox hatmsitringed ? they retied into the mountains, ip fco^s/of 
that day, ana returning to ; the castle in the silence of y tAs 
the mm timss sotiTe that had escaped brought ( tfu$ ' 
jifad 6beidah, who sends Oakland £>erar to pursue 
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ing to the place where the fight had been, they found their men and 
camels dead, and the eountrf people making great lamentation, foi 
they were afraid lest the Saracens should suspect thpm iof treachery, 
and^evenge the loss of their ;nen upon them, ^Whereupon theXs fell 
down besfoirc Caled, and told him they were altogether innocent, and 
1 ftfcd hot any way, cither directly or indireetjy, been in^umental in it ; 
Jmt that it was dbne by a party ofdiorse that sallied, from the castle. 
Caled having sworn them that they diet not kn<*w any thing more, and 
taking some of them for guides, beset the only passage by which the 
r besieged could return to the castle. When about a fourth part of the 
night was past, they perceiving them poming, and falling upon them 
took 306 prisoners, and killed the rest. The prisoners would have 
redeemed thehiselves, but they were all beheaded next morning 
before the cas^e. 1 # 

* The Saracens laid a close siege, but perceiving that they got no 
advantage, Abu Obeidah removetf the camp about a mile’s distance 
from the,' castle; hoping by fnis means* to tempt the^besieged to 
security and negligence in their watch, which might at some time 
afford him an opportunity of talcing the castle by surprise. But all 
wpuld not do 5 for Youkinna kept a very strict watch, and suffered not 
a man to stir out. Abu Obeidah thought there might J>e eome 
Christian spies in the army ; whereupon he and Caled llsilfeed about 
the camp, to see if they could pick up any suspicious persons ; Cakd 
at last observed a man sitting, with a vest before hijn, wldck he^tjirhe'd. 
first on the one side, arid then on the other, Caled stept to him, and 
asked him what tribe he was of ? The fellow designed tOs have named 
anofher tribe, if he had not been surprised ; but having tjho 
put tor him on a sudden, the word slipt out of his mouth, arid W 
answered, ‘of Gussdn.’ * Saycst thou so ? ? answered iCa|ed i ‘ 4 thou 
enemy of God, thou art a Christian Arab, and a spy/ and sewed him* 
The fellow said that he was not, but a MOsleman* Cak^'.caxiried 
him to Abu Obeidah, who bad f inm examine him in the Afcatahf 
make him say his prayers. But the poor fellow had not^.bri^;’'^rd : ’’;f9-, 
l say for hjmself, being 'altogether igrioradt of tho^ things ,; t 

withoyt mudi arguing, h$.confessed himself a ’fp'y/' and\it%^ 
npt alone, but there were thrto of them dn*a]I, 

' returiied'to'thf ^Ajto'Obeidal^bad him -toko 'Jup 
. of hr 

.. 'The . and 

tirnp^mar^sw^ 

c$mp, jj^ : 
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Humber of men before it That lie hac^ some thoughts of raising the 
siege, and. passing forward into that part of the country which lies 
between Aleppo, and .Antioch ; byt only he stayed for his answer. 
About the time thijt Abu Obeidah's mesfsengers got to Mcdinah, there 
came out of the several tribes o£ the Arabs St considerable number of 
men, who proffered their* service to the Cafiph. Omar ordered 70 
camels to help their foot, and dispatched tliem into Syria, with a leUcV 
to Abu Obeidah ; in iftiich lie acquainted him, * that he was variously 
affected According tb the different sifccess they had had ; but charged* 
them by no means to raise the siege of the castle, for that would make 
them look little, and* encourage their enemies to fall upon than on 
all sides. Wherefore/ adds Omar, ‘continue besieging it, till God 
shall determine the event, and forage with your horse round about 
the country/ # 

Among those* fresh supplies which Omar sent last to the Saracen 
camp, thete was a very remarkable may, whose name was Dames, of 
a giganticWke, and an adidirable soldier. Whea he had been in the 
camp forty-seven days, and all the force and cunning of .the Saracens 
could do nothing to the castle, he desired Abu Obeidah to let him 
have the command of 30 men, and he would try his best. Caled had 
hear® much of the man, and told Abu Obeidah a long story of a 
wonderful performance of this Dames in Arabia ; that he was looked 
up&i as a very proper persanffor such an undertaking. Abu Obeidah 
( bad those \lho were Jto go* with him not despise their commander, 

’ because $f the meanness of his condition, he being a slave; and 
swore that if the care of the whole army did not lye upon himphe 
would be the first man that should go under him upon such an ^nter- 
prittv To which they answered with entire submission and profound 
respect Denies, who lay hid at no great distance, went out several 
times, and brought in with him five or six Greeks, but never a man of 
them understood pne word of Arabick,%Vhich made him angry, and 
Bsiy, ‘God curse these dogs! What a strange barbarous language 
"they use/ ■ ' 

f At festheweht again. and tlierefell a man down fronj tHe wall, 
fee took, U»d by the help of a Christisfh Arab, which he took 
aftenkids, exhtnined hifh ; whp'jgave him an account, that immedi- 
ately uj^h,'thedej«trture # .of the Saracens, Youkfnna began to abuse 
the that had agreed with the Arabs, and exact large sums 

of mphcy ;of th^m j t^at bh was one of tjwm % tod‘ had endehvouredno 
. '.tnafee'his" escape Ywm r fhe-oppue;ssfoh' and* tyranny of Youkfnna, 'by / 
feaplng dowh from the walk they let him go, as being imd^r their/, 

1 proiectfoh by virtue of the artlclas'made between Abu Obeidah and; . 
Ofe Aieppiatia; but beheaded ay tlfoyest/ 1, „ t 

takes put of $ Imapsatfe sfcm; . 

his back and shoulders, apd takes a dry cagst in his hand; CtfsejK 
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ing upon all fours as near to thf castle as he could 5 and if he heard 
any noise, or suspected any person being near, to prevent being dis- 
covered, jbe makes such a noise with his crust, as a dog makes that is 
gnaWin^a bona The rest 6f the company camjs after, sometimes 
sculking and creeping atohg, at other tynes walking. He had sent two 
of his men to/U*i Obeidah, to send him some horse about sunrise. 
\Vhen they came to the castle, theydound it in a manner inaccessible. 
However Dames was jfesolved to leave, nothing, %nattempted. Having 
‘found a place where he thought it*mighfcbe easiest getting upj he sits 
clown upon the ground, and oiders another to sit upoif his’ shoulders, 
and So till seven of them were gotten up, and sat one upon the others 
shoulders, all of them leaning against the wall with nil their strength. 
Then he that was uppermost of all stood upright upon the shoulders of 
^ie second, llie second arose next, and so on all in order, tiUat last 
Dames himself stood up, who. boro* the weight of all thb rest upon his 
shoulders, unless they could rehev<? him, by bearing any part of th^Jr 
weight against the wall* *By tills timd ht that was uppermost could 
make shift to reach the top of the wall They all said, i G apostle of 
Qod help us and deliver us V When be was got up, he found a.watch- 
man drunk and asleep. He seized hint hand and foot, and threw him 
down among the Saracens, who immediately cut him to pieces. *Two 
other watchmen, whom he found in the same condition* her stabbed 
with his dagger, and threw down from tlifc wail Then he kt down^tis 
turbant, and drew up the second ; they two the^hird, tiXl Wt last they 
drew up Dames too, who enjoined them silence, till he should bring 
thefti further information. He went and looped in, where he fotind 
Youkhma richly dressed, sitting upon a tapestry of scarlet silk ffoifered 
with gold, and a large'company with him eating and drinking, and very 
merry. He cam<* and told his men, that he did, hoi think it advisable 
to fall upon them then^because of the great inequality of theft 
bers, but had rather take the ^'vantage of them about brgak of d#y ; ; 
at which time there was no fear but that there would some ^Jp 
from the army. In the meantime he ijpnt alone, arid privately 
bing the* potters, and setting 'o^rth^. ( gates/'^me\.1b^k’ a##/ 1 

and bad themlm$teia;to Jake possession of , 

done so •'sc^reily> : '^ht' £hey were at take# notibe of, 
alarmed. ‘TWrij 'was ; m hopes Of ♦esc^pingJbm , tikm 

expected, 

himself! with ltmltft^d^ they 

; 

•totipQpi $$$* 

Gbetdak m& widt^the 

i*m mhtwJed. 

pm* of thelchiejf 
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children, and all their wealth restored t|> them. Abu Obeidah set the 
old and impotent* people at liberty, and having taken out a fifth part of 
the spoil of the castle *(wkiduvas of great value), divided the rest among 
the Muslcmaris. pames was talked of, ‘and admired by all, and Abu 
Obeidah paid him the respect pf making the # army continue in that 
place, till he* and his meh were cured of their wounds* # 

Having taken the castle of Aleppo, he had thoughts of marching 
next to Antioch, then the seat of the Grecian Efciperor. But Youkin* 
nn, the lUte Governor of -the castle of Aleppo, with the changing of his* 
religion, being become an utter enemy to the Christian interest, per- 
suaded him to defer his march to Antioch, till they had first takdn the 
castle of Aazaz, held by Theodoras his cousin-german ; a place of im- 
portance, and which, if not taken, would prove a great nuisance to the 
Saracens t>n that side of the country ; and proffered his service. Thg 
way that he proposed was to take wsth him 100 Saracens, dressed in 
Grecian hhbit, and with him to ride*to Aazaz. These too were to be 
pursued af& little interval* by* 1,000 other Saracens in their proper 
habit. He said, ‘That he did not at all question a kind reception at 
the hands of his kinsman Theodorus. Whom he was to toll that he 
had only feigned himself a Mahometan, till he could find an opportun- 
ity of eseapjpg ; that he was pursued by the Saracens, &c. If they 
were received, of which there was no doubt, they would in the night 
falf upon the inhabitants ,*£nd those other wl!o pretended to pursue 
them, and gffeuld be ordered to stay at a village called Morah, not far 
distent front Aazaz, should come to their assistance/ Abu Obeidah 
asked Calcd what he thought of it, who approved of the stratagem, 
provided they could hp well assured of Youkinna’s sincerity an rite ex- 
ecution of it Youkinna used a great many very* earnest expressions to 
satisfy them of his integrity ; ahd after Abu Obcidajr had, in a long 
discourse, set before him the danger of Jbeing treacherous on the one 
hand ; and«on the other, the benefits that would accrue to him by faith- 
fully serving the Saracens j they resolved to venture him, and chose 
/ten a pieCe out of tqt sever<4 tribes pi the Arabs; each ten being 
commanded by a dec^rion, , and all of them' committed tt> Youk- 
inni/ ; Wien they'' Were gone about A league, 1 *Abu Obeidah sent after 
uhcler mice Aktshtari, with o/dcr to lie still by way 
bf ahihaih, tyheh they cfime near\o Aazaz, till night They found the 
villagf #i&of inhabitants, 4 which the tegror of the Saracens had scared 
jfyriher np intp'the country/ ( Whilst MalecVas at that village he inter- 
: oepted i Christian Arab, *who upon examination told him, * That he and 
his mm must look to themselves, for afl their design was discovered : 
t^t theee ^ns a spy in the camp, Mio had heard all Youkinna' s cot^ 
And given the Governor of Aasaz secret imfelUgend*t.af ■ 
under. th&: wing of a tame pigeon ^practice hot 
parts); Upon which lie (meaning himself) had $SbW 
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to Luca% fkwdrnor of Arrawepdan, to desire His assistance. That lie 
was coining, andcould not be far ok with 500 hors§* * Youkinnain the 
meantimie coming to Aazaz, fotmd ti>e town and castle, in a posture of 
defence, and his cousin Theodoras, the Governor, at the head of 
5,000 Greeks, and 10,000 Christian Ar$bs, besides others that came out 
Of the villages, Theodorus made up to Youkinna, and alighting from 
fiis horse, made profound reverence? a$ 4 if he would have kissed .Youk- 
inna's stirrup. In theftneantime, he slily cut bis girth, and with one 
•push threw him flat on his face upon they ground Then he and all his 
men were immediately taken prisoners, Theodoras spit in his face, 
and reproached him with his apostatizing from the- Christian religion ; 
fclireatening death to all his Arabs, and to send him to answer for him- 
self before his master the Grecian Emperor, AU this while Theodbrus 
^new nothing of Malec’s being so near ; Iris spy having onlydnfprmed 
him of Youkinna^s intended treachery, and not one word of Make's 
feigned pursuit. The prefect of Avrawendan came in the night, ac-t 
cording as he had promised Theodoras, with his 500 men^id were all 
intercepted by Malec, who had two to their ope. Having made prison- 
ers of them, they disguised themselves in their cloaths, and took the 
Christian colours in their hands. > Then Malec asked the spy to turn 
Mahometan, which he did. He had been ope before at the! $&me*iime 
when jabalah Ebno’l Ayham made profession of that superstition ; but 
Jabalah thinking himself affronted by ^Gmar, and levelling, those 
Christian Arabs that depended upon him, went,, off aldn^ will JtiiaV; 
among winch number, this spy taken by Make at Mofahj^wafpn^! He 
told Malec, that he had heard that Mahomet had said, *That whoso- 
ever changed his religion should be killed.* Make said, * It ; was true, 
but God had said, * Ilia man taba Waamana; except he that repents and 
believes padding, ' That the propli et hi mself h ad accepted pf Wahshy's 
repentance, notwithstanding he had killed his uncle Hamzah/ Thatik 
Algassani (that was the spy's Jiame) hearing this,, repeated the * la 
llaha, &c.,* and Malec said, ‘May God accept thjr aid 

; strengthen thy faith/ This done, he ba$ him 
■of Aazas£ that the Governor of Arrawendan 
atice ; which he undertook, and attended onfy $y 
tiiU •he.camelJiipBiT- ^;walb, where tjky 

Thebdo*h% Governor bf had;, a’ sbn^; j 
whhm herisim ,to then for a to? 

hk';nncie;&uWii^ ' * 

to* nhithirfwith- 
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tunity of ingratiating himself with hispncle, came and told him that 
he bad a mind td release him and his friends, Youkfnna told him that 
if he had any hi duration ta turn, Manometan, he ought not to do it 
upc*i any pro$pcct # of* worldly advantage. To which the young villain, 
fired ' with and resolved upon the matcji, answered, ‘ That his 
family and relations were dear to hjm ; but the faith* wijs dearer,' In 
short, lie set them all at liberty gave them their arms, and bade them 
go in the name of Go<f, -whilst he w r ent and killed his father, whom he 
was sure to find drunk and stfslcep. ^ Immediately the Saracens, now * 
enlarged, fell uf>on the Greeks, who made a stout resistance. During 
which time the spi<?s*vcnt back to Malec, to acquaint him how things 
stood, who rode on a-pace, and came time enough to relieve their 
friends, and take the castle. They gave great thanks to Youkfnna, who 
bade theft ‘thank God, and this young man / meaniffg his kinsman 
Leon, and told* them all the story : *0 which Malec answered, ‘ When 
God will havea thing done, he p ftp ares the causes of it* . Then he 
asked wtdWdlled Theodorus ? Leon answered, My elder brother 
Luke/ Malec wondered, and asked him how that came about, since 
Bitch a thing was scarce ever heard of among the Greeks, that a child 
should murder his own father. Luke, it seems, told them, ‘That it 
washout of lpve to them, their prophet and religion. That they had a 
priest who used to bring them up, who had told him long since of* 
Mahomet ; and that the SilaCens should mo£t certainly coiiquer the 
country, that they had several prophecies relating to it / and 
-much to that purpose: 4 Wherefore he was glad of this opportunity of 
becoming one of them ; and had designed to have set his uncle You- 
kinna and the prisonous at liberty, if his brother Leon had not prevented 
him/ Hopdful youths f who liad prevented edch other in a masterly 
piece of villatiy: the one in murdering his father; the other, in setting 
at liberty his most mortal enemies, # and betraying all his friends! 
Malec gave him his blessing, and having set Said Ebn Amer over the 
Castle, with that ioo men that came along with Youkfnna, marched 
with the SpQils to Aleppo. Tl^re were in the castle of Aazaz, when the 
took it, lego young men, Greeks. 245 old men aifti monks, 
lodo yduwg wpmen^and girls, and 180 old women. 

J uat as < Malec; was upon his* march, the Saracens upon the castle 
ifhtl give such a shoht^as alarmtd all the rest, and gave them notice, 
that ^fty saw a great dust not far gflf. When they came near, it 
appfearei that 1 they were only 1,000 Saracen^ which Abu Obeidahhad 
seut under ’ i&e coipitiahd bf AlphaBl Bap*! Abbls, toplunder tqwA$ 
abdiitt Menbig* {forinerly fteirapolis^) sftd the adjacent vihagqp,whteh 
fhhy had done, : and brought off the spoil Malec, end Alphad! 

* £hed together ; but Youkfajm having had sfoteh tad;^<^ess* cduld 
jitWaded to go afong with them, bc&ig reablyed^ a|^r 
' : #:the'damp,. nor show htoeif.to tbe amty, till he had by some signal 
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service made amends for his miscarriage, aud retrieved his credit; but 
chose rather to go to Antioch.? And though Alphadl endeavoured to 
convince him that he was imno fault, neither ought to be concerned 
for it, and proved it by a text of the Alcoran 9 yet he could net be 
satisfied nor reconciled . to* himself. Apiong Alphadl's men there were 
200 Kenegados, who had, as well a$ their master Youkfnna, renounced 
their Christianity, and entered into the service of the Saracens, and 
had their families and*e fleets in the castle of Afeppo : these seemed t9 
thim to be the mosi proper instruments to work withal. With f thcse he 
marches towards Antioch. After the first watch of the 'night was past, 
he took four of his relations, and commanded -the rest to keep the 
direct high road to Antioch, used by the cafavans, and to pretend that 
they fled from before the Saracens ; telling them; ‘ That they should 
see him, at Aritioch, if it pleased God. , He, with his friends, going 
Another way, was examined by some of the Emperors men, who, no 
sooner understood that he was 1 the* late govemour of Aleppd, but they 
sent him with a guard ^ of horse to Antioch. Heraclms*Wept at the 
sight of him, and told him, * That he was informed he had changed his 
religion.' To which he answered, * That what he had done was only 
in order to reserve himself for his majesty's further; service : that he 
had taken this opportunity of flying to him from A&$z that the 
vigorous defence he had made at Aleppo, was a sufficient testimony of 
his zeal ior his religiori" and his fidelity toTus majesty/ ; The Emperor 
received the, apostate with great tenderness and respSbt, and fhe 
greatest part of the court were inclined to entertain a charitable 
opinion of him. Nay, so favourably did the Emperor judge of him, 
that h q not only made him commander over those 200 which belonged 
to him, when they canie to Antioch ; but when his youngest daughter, 
who was then in another place, had sent to her father, the Emperor, for 
a guard to conduct lier^safe to ( Antipch, Youkfnna was entrusted with 
this charge, and had under him for this purpose 2,200 men. Whilst 
they were upon this expedition, as he was in his return, ibout midni^tt, 
the Greek horses pricked up their ears*and begpn to neigh, and irorho 
of his advanced guards brought him intelligence of a painty 
ceps in a very negligent posture, most of them being' asleep^nhd their 
horses feeding,'; lYpuWnna seemingly encouraged Ms : %en'j;bu^that - 
, he might do^he'^Saracens what' sCcfet service he could; c^tnantfcd 
them not tdld%but :to take thpm prisoners, that fitey tniglit-a^fW^s 
ttrtte to Jfdr^e^rfetiani 

; themselves 1 i m^feed ; 1 for those ‘wbjtefbj' 

• proved %b be r,pdb Christian 

'.of IJdi^son of Jabtoh Ebnbl Ayham, .:vsrho ; h^ and 1 

, ‘taken - 36 %>jwS$oiie^. 'Ahu 
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Critically congratulating his good success. Abu Obeidah now resolved, 
, pursuant to the Caliph's command, to march without delay to Antioch. 
The, Emperor in the mean tijne was acquainted with the approach of 
fcis^laughter, and Haim’s good success, which caused great rejoicing 
in Antioch. The*pri so h ers were brought into the Emperor's presence, 
and being %ommanded to fall' down in a pasture pf adoration, they 
took no notice of those that Spoke' to them* nor looking that way, nor 
made any answer. A* last, being urged to it, perar answered , 4 That 
they did not think adoration was Mue to any creature j besides quu 
prophet has forbidden us to pay it.' Tfye Emperor asked several ques- 
tions concerning their prophet* and they beckoned to Kais Ebn«Amer, 
an old man, and thoroughly acquainted with those matters, to answer 
him. Among other questions, the Emperor asked him, after what 
manner inspiration used to come upon their prophet, aPhis first setting 
forth? Kais tbld him that Mahcynet himself having been formerfy 
asked that question by an inhabitant of Meccah answered, ‘That 
sometimes***: used to be like <he sound of a bell, but stronger and 
sharper ; sometimes an angel appeared to me in human shape, and 
discoursed with me, and I committed to memory what he said. Ayesha 
said, that once the spirit of prophecy descended upon him on a very 
cold*day^ and when it was gone off from him, his forehead ran down 
with sweat. •The first message he received was in a dream ; and when- 
ever he saw a vision, it appeared to him like the breaking forth of the 
morning brightness. 4 Then he shut himself up in a close place alone, 
where he ^continued till the TRUTH came to him. An angel came to 
him, being thus shut up, and said, “ Read.” To which he answered, 
** I cannot read/' Then the angel repeated it, and having instructed 
him in things to com£, sent him forth, and said to him, <£ Read in the 
name of the Lord who created,”* &C. With which the apostle of God 
(Mahomet) returned to his place, with his flesh tretnbling. Then he 
went into the house to Chadijah, and s^jd, “ ZdPmmilodni, Zammilouni, 
Wrap me up, wrap me up.”* Upon which they wrapped him up in 
blankets, till he name to himself, and his fear was gone off : after which 
lie gave an account ofthe wkofij matte/ to Chadijah, after Jhi» manner. 

*As l was Walking* T s md he), ‘I heard a# voice from heaven; and 
lifting up my eyes, l saw»the same angel which came to me before, 
sitting upon a Sitpiie between hearen and eartlf. Being afraid of him, 

I went homU, and saief, “Zammiiodni, Datthirouhi, wrap me up in 
blankets and niatti” And. gt that time G#d sent down to me that 
chapturwhich begins with the$p words, “ u thou,tba;t art wrapped; in 
blankets ff and part of that which begins Vitk these words , H O tho^i 
that an Wrapped in to the^*woids, “And flee from the*pu^* , 
mt^tttrtwhiah is the fifth versepf that chapter/ ( 

chap, xevi vtr. t . , 'Recording to the ori3er of the copies now ji/upi; though , 

: thp Mafeonietansj take it for the fti-st chapter of the whole Alcmin. , % 4 .. !; 1 

,%!' ; \ f XX/U, if the Ak$r(tH? 1 X Ckap.JxxIv. ' , : ' 
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' 

The Byzantine historians, an$ those other Writers who have followed 
thpm blindfold in their account of Mahomet, will ne^ds have it, that 
Mahomet was troubled withi the. Jailing sickness ; y and ttottingcr 
(t/tWrtn Orient alls, lib . i. cap.* it. p. io, n) takps his being wrapped 
up in matts and blankets*' for an undeniable proof fof it. As for the 
Byzantines, th^ir authority in this matter is of no great weight, espe- 
cially considering they always make jl their business, to represent 
Mahomet as full of manner of imperfections, both of body and 
mind as possible ; as if the Christian^ religion was best served by 
perverting of history. As to bis being wrapped up in blankets, there 
migbrbe many occasions of that besides the falling sickness ; and his 
being troubled with that disease having no foundation in any Arabick 
historian, it ought, till it be better made appear, to be rejected among • 
t^e rest of those idle stories which have been so frequently tnld of Ma- 
homet by the Christians. / * , , , 

To return to our history. The Bmperor afterwards asked him what 
he had seen of Mahomet's miracles, Kais told him, thauHing 6nce 
Upon a journey with him, there came an Arabian up to them, whom 
Mahomet asked if he would testify that there, was but one God, and 
that he was his prophet The Arabian asked him what witness he had 
that what he said was true? To which Mahomet answered, * This 
tree / and calling the tree to him, it came Upright, plowing the ground 
, up with its roots. Ma homet bad it bear witness ; which it did*; saying 
three times, ‘Thou art the apostle of God/ After whfcfeat returned, 
and stood in its place as before. Heraclius said he had heard that it 1 
was ‘a part of their religion to believe that if any of them did any good, 
it should be returned to them ten-fold : if evil, only once, Kais told 
him that it was true, and quoted this text but of jfes Alcoran 
(chap. vi. 161 ; xl. 43) ; * He that does good shall receive ten times $0 
much ; but he'that does evil, shall receive only so much/ The Em- 
peror asked him if their' prophejE was not called the witness. Towhfch 
Kais answered 1 That he was the witness in this world, andHhe witness 
against men in the world to come/ because God $ays^ prbphcl l we 
have sent tb<?e a witness, and a |>reachef of good hews, anda w&ncrJ!* 
The Emperor asked him concerning Maborifefa night*? journey tto 
’heaven, 'and his discoursing there wfth the *most^lf%h4 : wMch ICais 
affirmed tb;be^e,.hud f: prQyed j it front the first ye^e>f#e>CV^t«enjjh - 

Emperqf 

■>lAop’ yhh-was^ ’ 

7\'’ / ’ ; >\ \/r U'<*'***fi T 



OCJCIE^S It IS TORY OF Tits SARACEN EMPIRE. 273 

but the \ oil of infidelity hindered thq^n from the knowledge of him. 
Upon which some of the Christians draw their swords, to chastize his 
insolence; but.it seems he had # a mV^t wonderful deliverance; for 
though they struck at him fourteen times, he escaped safe. However, if 
Youkfnna had not* interceded fj> r a u‘prieve*tijl the next day, he would 
certainly h;fyc been executed by the Emperor's command. 

In the meantime Abu Obefijah proceeded in his march, leceiving by 
surrender those places which remained, till he came to that bridge 
which (hey called the iron toidgo, Very near Antioch* The eropero* 
commits the gMc of the army, and the sity to Youkfnna, and delivered 
to him a crucifix out^f the church, which was never shown publicly, 
but upon extraordinary occasions. Then lie called for the prisoners. 
But Youkinna told him that it would be the best way to spare them, 
because *f any of the Chtistians should be taken, thefy might be ex- 
changed : upoft this suggestion tlyrir execution was deferred, and tfy 
the^adviefc of the bishops, they wefe carried into the great church, to 
sce*if an?\>f them would etnbface the Christian religion, and be bap- 
tised. Amer, the son of KcpliAa, turned ; but our author will needs 
have it, that it was the dress and beauty of the Grecian ladies in* 
fluenced the young man more than any conviction of conscience. 
WHbn his father Reph&a heard of it, he broke out into this passionate 
exclamation : < What ! turn infidel after having embraced the faith ! 
Atas for tlice ! Thou art dfiven from the gate of the most # mercifuI. 
Alas for th»jc ! thou bast denied the king, the judge. Alas for tlice, 
thou reprobate! How hast thou denied the Lord of might and perfect 
power ? I swear by God, that 1 weep not for thee, because I must 
part with thee in this world, but because I must pait with thco in the 
next ; whenwthou must go one way, and I anoth< r. When thou shall 
go to the habitation of devils, and be placed with those priests and 
deacons in the (Arab. Sadisafiyi.e., Tl^e Sixth) lowest mansion of hell, 

I shall go ;vith the followers of Mahon^t (upon whom be the blessing 
of God), to meet those spirits which converse with him. O son! 
choose not the delights of thi present world befoie that to come. Oh ! 
how shall I be astonished and confounded for this that thau lfhst done, 
when thou comes t to sland in the presence of the Lord of ail power 
and might, the kin|r of this woijd and that to come ? And how shall 
I»be ashamed before Mahomet, # the elect prophet of God? O son! 
from«wkom wilt thou seek intercession ^mother day.’* The young man 
was baptised, and received with great coujtesy both by the emperor 
and the bishops* The emperor gave him a horse, and a young woman, 
and listed him into Jabalah Ebno’l AyRam’s army, consisting Chris* 
tian Arabs. The patriarch aske^fhe rest, what hindered them from 
turning Christians too. To wfcick they answered, 1 The truth of our 

* Arab, G * ta *> la., io-iuoitov. It is used to express future time ; and dgtuGes hi this 
luaott the day of judgment « • • 

18 
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religion/. Jhe patriarch represented to them thedangcrthey incurre4 : 
by displeasing Jesus Christ To which Reph&a repli^ ^That it would 
one day be determined which! party was rejected, and which in the 
favour of (god/ Heraclius told them that he hajl been informed that, 
their Caliph used to wear very mean apparel y adding, that he liad 
gotten enough from the*Christians to alford himself a better dress, and 
asked what sh'ould hinder Jiim fronf^going like other princes* Jfcephda 
told him, ‘ That the consideration of the othei* world, and the fear of 
»God hindered him/ To the othe? questions proposed by the emperor, 
they answered in, a cant so very much like what our ears have for some 
late years been used to, that were it not for the difference of the lan- 
guage, we might justly have suspected them to haVe been nearer neigh- 
bours. The emperor asked them, ‘ what sort of a palace their Caliph 
had F They sidd it was made of mud. ‘ And who/, said th^mperor, , 
‘%xe his attendants F * The beggary and poor people/ What tapestry 
does he sit upon F ‘ Justice and uprightness/ ‘ And what is hi$ throne F 
‘Abstinence and certain knowledge/ ‘And what is his treasqjA?’ ‘Trust 
in God/ ‘ And who are his guard F ‘ The stoutest of the Unitarians/ 
They added, ‘Dost thou not know, O king ! that several have said 
unto him, O Omar I Lq, thou possesses t die treasures of the Csesars; 


and kings, and great men are subdued unto thee; now therefore avhy 
puttest thou not on rich garments F He said unto them, ^Yelseek the 
outward 'world, but I stek the favour of Ivm that is iord both of tyh 
world* and that to come/ - ;\ ;i ,v * . : 

The, emperor having discoursed with them as fong as jiip fought fit, 
remgn^ed them to prison, and went to take a view of his arpy, which 
he found drawn up without the city in very good order. At the head 
of every regiment there was a little church made^of woody for the sol- 
diers to go to prayers in. On a sudden, he was informed that the > 
Arabs were masters of the iron bridge. He was very mudfr surprised f 
to hear that they had taken twd towers, in which there wemmo fewer 
than 300 officers, in so short a 'time; but it seems tj^y ; wprj betrayed: 
Wluch was occasioned thus ; a great officer aUcourt used p> go every 


dHhlri^mtd revetting, and ''nobody ' upon"' dpty.; ^Prpvofeed' with' this ' - 
iiddlerubfe\ /hern fiftfy.^lushps '$piedU 5 JSfljjr, 

:thcs^'Stady >reve»ge.^as4 

Abf Gppid^h ne&ty they ’ 
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tained leave, he sent one of his Cliri^ian Arabs, whose name was 
Wat he k hbn Mos<5phcr, a resolute young man, with orders lo lake a 
convenient opportunity of killing the qaliph, Omar, after prayeis, 
wqn^out of the city tq take a walk, according to his custom. Walhck 
went before him, atfrl got upon a tree, where fto sat privately, till at last 
he observed Dinar lie down to sfeep very near Jam. Having this fan 
opportunity, he drew his dagger, and was just coining down, when* 
casting Ills eyes about, die saw a lion walking round about Omai, and 
licking Ins feet ; who guaided Jlim tifl he awoke, and then went away, « 
Siti prised at th», and struck with a profound reverence lor the Caliph, 
whom lie now looked # upon as*tbt peculiar rare of Heaven, he eame 
down and kissed his hand, and having told him his errand, made pio- 
fession of the Mahometan religion immediately, being stiangely aborted 
with this wondeiful deliverance, # 

In tlie meantime the amnes befory Antioch drew near to battle, and* 
the Christian goneraFs name was 5f exodus. He went out hist and 
challenged* ,ny Saracen lo single combat. Dames answered him ; but 
in the engagement, his horse stumbling, he was seized before he could 
recover himself, and being taken piisoncr, was conveyed to Nestorius 
his tent, and there bound. Ncslorius returning to the aimy,and offei- 
ingbimsqjf a second time, was answered by one Deli Ac. The com- 
batants behafyed themselves bravely, and the victoiy was doubtful, 
which made ail the soldiers desirous of being spectators. The' justlmg 
and tluongir^ both of.hone and foot to see this engagement, threw 
*down Nestorius his tent and chair of state. He had three suvant". 
left in the tent, who fearing they should bo beaten when their nueiu* 
came back, and having nobody else to help them, told Dames, that it 
he would len<i them hand t0 sc * up the tent, and put things in older, 
they would unbind hum, upon condition that he should voluntarily le- 
turn to his bonds again, till their master came home, at which time 
they promised to speak a good word for him. fle leadily accepted the 
terms ; but as soon as he was at liberty, Tie immediately seized two of 
them, one in his right hand, the other m his left, and dashed their two 
heads so violently agaJhst the tnitd marfs,that they all three fPIl down 
dead upon the place. Then he opened a clicst, and took out a good 
suit of clothes, and htotmting a good hoise of Ncstorius’s, he wrapped 
ujslus face as well as he could, and made lowartis the Christian Arabs, 
where*Jai>alah, with thc*chief of his tribe, stood on the left hand of 
Hctachtts. Tn the iqcantime, Deh&c and ^festmius, being equally 
matched, continued fighting, till # both*thdr horses were quite tired out, 
and they were obliged to part by conserft, lowest themselves. Nestorius 
returning to his tent, and finding •things in such a posture, easily 
guessed that it must be Damcs^his doing. The news flew instantly 
' TOough all the army, and everyone was surprised at the strangeness 
of the action. Dames, in the n^eamime, had gotten among the Chris* 

iB— a 
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tian Arabs, and striking off at one blow a man’s head that stood next 
him, made a speedy escape to the Saracen army* « 

All this while Youkfnna wip contriving which way to do the Sara* 
cans service ; and when Der&h and ‘his companions had been prisoners 
eight tndnths, and were jftst about being beheaded, ''he interceded with 
the Emperor to *spare *them ; assuring him that if he put them to 
death, the Sarhcens would never nWe^give quarter to any Christian, 
when ever any of theip should fall into their kinds. The Emperor, 
,not suspecting any treachery, cfi>mmit|;ed them to his care; who, 
watching a convenient opportunity, set them at liberty, *and gave them 
their arms, assuring them that there wese a great^ many persons of the 
highest quality in the Empcroris service who were fully resolved to go 
over to the Saracens, The Emperor, disheartened with a constant 
Cpursef of ill-sutcess, and terrified with a dream which he bad of one 
1 thrusting him out of his throne, ajad his crown falling from his head, 
took some of his domesticks, and escaping privately to the^ea shore, 
embarked for Constantinople. * * - ' 

Our author tells us a strange story of the Em per oris turning Maho- 
metan, which was occasioned by a great pain in his head, for which he 
. could get no help, tilt he applied himself to Omar, who sent him a cap, 
which, so long as he wore, he was well ; but when he too]v it off, it 
returned again. The Emperor wondering at this strange Effect, would 
have the*cap ripped open ; but found noting in it but a, little piece of 
paper, with Bisraillah, Arrahmani Vrahhfmi, * In Jhe namoiof the most 
merciful Cod/ written upon it This cap, it seems, was' possessed by 
the Christians till the reign of Almothsem (which began in the year of 
our Lqfd 833), who, besieging Ammoytriyah, was grievously afflicted with 
the head-ach ; upon which the govemour of thb town promised him 
the cap, upon condition that he should raise the siege. The: Caliph, 
Almotdsem, undertook it, provided the cap produced the desired effect, 
which it did incontinently, and the siege was accordingly raised. The 
same curiosity which moved She Emperor HeradhiS; to nave the cap 
. opened, made this Caliph do so too | but he found nof|iing in it but thq 
;'!abbVe*m«ntijpncd scrip of paper, who$o virtue 0 was not iff the, least 
impaired or diminished in the space of two 1 years } which 

period qf tim^ would, in: all prdbabffity, havetfna&d sbme alteation in 
, an ordinary /n^SfShe; ' $ 3 ut the case is <juite different h^e/lbr we’jteo , 
been ,tQl 4 : 'ipther ' hands that the refteks of ‘holym&n are ;pbw&r;,the ’ 

’ ■ w0*sb fcjr nWhstli ; 'fa; tf *■ that zhtiff .will > 0 thieve ’and ? \ 

> -when onceb%d^ • ^ '//;!■ /fv 
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surrendered* paying down 300,000 ducats. Upon which Abu Obeidah 
entered into, Antioch on Tuesday* bein$ the 21 st of August, A.t>. 638, 
Thus fell that # ancient and famous city, the seat of so many kings 
and # princes, into the hands of the injdels. The sweetness of the 
situation, and abimcfance of all things contributing to delight and 
luxury, wa$*so great, that Abm Obeidah, fearing lest the Saracens, 
effeminated with the delicacies of that place, should feirwt any thing of 
their wonted vigour qpd bravery,* durst not let them continue there 
long ; bkit after three days refreshment, withdrew them from thence. 

Then he wiaote a letter to* the Caliph, in which he gave him an* 
account of his gre^it success jn taking* the metropolis of Syria, and 
Heraclius his flight £b Constantinople ; telling him withal, whit was 
the reason why he staid no longer there. He added , i That the Sara- 
cens wen* desirous of marrying the Grecian women, w{jich he had for- 
bidden., That*he was afraid lest the love of the things of this world 
should ta]^e possession of their hearts, and draw' them off from their 
obediene%&0 God. That he stqicl ex pet ting further orders/ fire* 

Haying written this letter, he asked who would «carry it. Zeid Ebn 
Waheb, who was Omar Ebn Auf's slave, proffered his service. Abu 
Obeidah told him, that since he was a slave, he could not in any case 
dispose of his service, but must first ask his master's leave. Zeid here- 
upon Wont t*> his master, and bowed himself down to the ground, to 
tocch it with his forehead, recording to the manner of probation in 
the Eastern countries ; but his master forbad*him, being a man alto- 
gether abstracted from the . love of the things of this world, and not 
desiring any such respect, being wholly intent and fixed upon the other 
world. He was abstinent to such a degree, that his whole invetuory 
consisted injthese few necessaries ; a sword, a launce, a horse, & camel, 
a knapsack, a platter, and an Alcoran. When any part of the spoil fell 
to his share, he never laid up any thing for himself, hut always divided 
it amongst his friends ; and if there twas an# thing left, he sent it to 
the Caliph* to be distributed among tht# poor. , Zeid having asked his 
leave to carry the letter, he was so well pleased to see such a good 
inclination in his slawe, to be q messenger of good news to tjie Caliph, 
that he immediately g*ve him his freedom. When Zeid l*amc near to 
Mectinah, he >yas surprised with an unusum noise ; but iippn enquiry, 
%e was inform^ t%t the Caliph was going on pilgrimage to Meccah, 
and # thg pirophet’s wives along with. him. Omar, having heard , the 
news/fetf down and worshipped, saying , 4 O God 1 praise and thanks 
. be to thee, for, thine abundant grace,' Having read the letter,, he, wept, 
■"and -said that Aba Obeidah had not, feqpn hind to the Mmdemans. Then, : 1 ' 
sitting down upon the ground, he *vrote an answer to $bu pWida^fn- 
wjrich, after having expressed with what satisfaction he received th^ 
good success; he blame* hint for not having been, more; 

a 44 ing r ^ That dijd ^offOrbjd thd 
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good things of this life to faithful men, and such as performed good 
worlds : wherefore he ought to have given them leave to rest them** 
selves, andpartake freely of thise good things which the country afforded. 
That if any Of the Saracen^ had no family ip Arabia, they tpight 
marry ' in Syria); and whosoever of them wanted ‘'any, fe&ale slaves 
. might purchase as many as he had occasion for/ He oWered him to 
pursue the endmy, and ent t er into dip mountainous part of the country 3 
and then concluded, # c ■ ' 

Zeid returning to the army with* the Caliph’s letter; found the Sara* 
*cens full of joy ; occasioned by Caled’s good success, «*who had gone 
through the, country as far as 'the Euphrates, and taken Menbigz, and 
some other neighbouring 'owns, as Ber&a and B'&les, upon surrender 3 
the inhabitant, paying down 100,000 ducats for their present security, 
and submitting, to tribute for the time to come. ; This wa© done, in 
January, A.D. 638, - ■ ‘ , 

Abu Obeidah having received th^ Caliph’s letter, asked the Musle- 

* mans which of them would undertake* to make an attem pompon* the 
mountainous part of the country* , Whether the difficulty of the 
service, or what other reason discouraged them, is uncertain ; but no 
body answered him the two first times. At last Mdisarah Ebn Mesrouk 
proffered liis service, and received at the hands of the genera] a b^ck 

* dag,; with his inscription upon it in white letters, * THeR$ is PUT ONE 
, , God 5 Mahomet is %he apostle of Gpo.’ y He took, along wkh 

Him 300 chosen Arabs, besides 1,000 slaves, blocks, commanded by 
Dames. They found it a very uneasy undertaking ; for though the 
summer came on a-pace, they were forced to make use of all the 
deaths tiiey had, and knew very well what to have done with more 3 . 
for they met with nothing but frost and snow amohgst tbe^ mountains ; \ 
which was extreamly disagreeable to their bodies, who had been 
brought up under the Torrid Zone, Marching a long way, they came 
, to a village ; but finding* nobody *in it (for the country fled before them) ' 
;thjty took what there was, and* moved forwards, ■: At last . they tbok & 

1 prisoner, who infopned them that there were forces of Emperor, to 
; tlie;»umb#r 30,000, sent to guard that*part of the above ;> 

: 3. leagues distant, , They Asked him whether trtrafc most advisable to 
advance towards them, or standtheirground. * To Which^ho^^W^di . 

* That it lyere better fbr them : to, ; stay«wh6re' they were, djtah 
■ themselyes,b^'goin^apy further among Qm motfotainfc/ The ^acenh, 

‘ \ having |hn as*long 4 asytWy; th°dghf t 

, Mahometan region i whiih, he t$h$h$g, wak behis^ .jjptt, ’ 
. tin ie after, the - prefer, wihin sight, ■: 

' Mdsarah, oyerpower^, ( wrtb; WAti 

\ he } Wif i 
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be sprinkled on his face* and refreshed him with meat and drink, he 
came to himself, and delivered his errand. Upon which Abu Obeidah 
sent Caled to Mtfisarah ? s assistance witn 3,000 horse ; and after him 
AyM Ehn Ganam^rith 2,000 more But/before they came up, AbdoMh 
Ebn HodApha, a Saracen of note, and mudr beloved by the Caliph, 
was taken prisoner, and sent towards Constantinople. The Greeks 
perceiving there were fresh ^upplfes come Jto tlie Saracens, durst net 
run the hazard of antther battle the next day, but withdrew in the 
night, ahd left their tents to, the Saracens. They not thinking it ^ 
prudent part tb pursue the enemy an^ further in that mountainous 
country, returned to.Abu Obeidah, who, writing an account *of the 
whole business to Medinah, the Caliph was extremely concerned at the 
loss of Abdoilah Ebn Hodapha, which occasioned his writing the 
foliowing*letter to the Emperor Heraclius : — • 

*In the name of the jnost merciful God. # 

C^raise^e to God, ( Alcoran , chop, i k 1.) Lord of this and.the other 
4 wort dHpivp, W 3.) : Who* has neither (Arad. Sahkibah) female* 
‘consort, nor son. And the blessing of God be upon Mahomet, 

4 his, prophet and apostle {Arab, A Imowayad) divinely assisted. From 
4 the Servant of God, Omar Ebn Alchitab tb Heraclius king of Greece. 

4 As soon As this letter of mine shall come to thy hands, send tome the 

* prisoner tfiat is with thee ; whose name is Abhollah Ebn Hodapha; 

* Which if thou shalt do, I^hall hope that God will direct *hee into 
4 the rights way.* But if thou refusest, I shall send thee men, (Chap. 

4 xxiv. 37, Ixm. 9,} whom trade $nd merchandize 9hall not divert from 
4 the remembrance of God. (Chap. xx. 49.) Health and happiness 
4 be upon every one that follows the right way.' , 

1 do not question 6ut the reader will think this letter writ- in a very 
particular style ; but it is no other than what might be expected from 
those;, most inveterate and mortal enemies of Christianity,' who made it 
always their business to treat the professor^ of it with the utmost 
contempt and aversion. This prisoner, Abddllah Ebn Hodapha was 
'Mahomet's cdusin-german. Our author tells us, that the Emperor 
made him very large jproffers^ if he foould have renounced his Ma- 
hometanism $■ tout all in vain. Nor were hk threats more influencing 
ft jfcems he proffered him his liberty, if he would, 
bdt ^madbohe single adoration before £ crucifix, : The Emperor 
would Isdye petswaded nim to have drunk wine, and eat - hogs flesh j 
Vbiblh fc£ refhsm^ A^s shut up into a room Where he had nothingtelse^ 
|jfppn the fourth day they Visited him, and found all untouched ; ; The 
:%npeirpr : asked bitn what hindered kim § from eating and dritakih$& ■) 
<#^hich-he answered^:' '-‘The fea^bf God and his x 

(added he) 

"5^tifc»ce 7 :yet 4 attainted, because l wonkf hot be’ reprpache|;^ ' 

r l - w ; x IhS H life life dw ^Ug^bfiv-. ■ y'&'i ' ;';A‘ '' 
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the Muslemans/ Heraclius tyiving received Omar's letter, not only 
dismissed the prisoner, but uavc both him and the- messenger that 
bi ought the letter, scveial Resents, and rich .deaths, and allowed 
them a sufficient guard to cotfduct them safe through his territories. 
Besides all this, he ma£e\i present of a costly jewel to Omar, who 
offered it to tlje jewellers of Mcdinah j^but they were ignorant of the 
>Vorth of it The Muslemnns wouli barb perswaded him to have kept 
it for his own use ; hut lie said, he could nU answer that to the 
rpublick. Wherefore it was afterwards £oId, and the price df it put 
into the public treasury ; of which the Caliph was in these days only 
the steward or manager i for though it was all at; Iks disposal, yet he 
very seldom applyed any of it to his own prhatc use, much less to 
extravagance and luxuiy $ but took care to lay it out so as it might do 
most service ttf the publick. ♦ 

1 We have before acquainted the Reader, that after Ofnar had taken 
Jerusalem, he divided the army, a*d sent one part of it wider Abu 
Oheidah, towards Aleppo ; the other under Amrou Ednw’l Ads to 
Aigypt. Amrou did not march directly to Mgypt, but continued 
a while in Palestine, to take some places there which as yet held out. 
As he was marching towards Caesarea, the Saracens found the weather 
cxtrcamly cold. Sobcih Ebn Hamzah, eating some grapes at that 
time was so chilled that he was scarcely able to endure ‘it. *An old 
Christian that was present, told him, thht if he found himself cold 
with eating the grapes, the best remedy would be, to drink«some of the 
juice of them, and withal produced a large vessel of wine. Sobcih and 
somt* of his friends took the old man's advice, and drank so freely of 
his liquor, that they went staggering to the army. Amrou under- 
standing their condition, wrote to Abu Obeidah ; *by whoy* order they 
all received a sufficient number of stripes upon soles of their feet. 
The refreshment they rcceived^by drinking the wine, was so far, in 
their opinion, from counter-balancing the severity of the punishment, 
that Sobcih swore he would kill the fellow that helped him to it ; 
and had been as good as his word, if o^c that was present had not 
told hhnAhat the man was under protection of the Saracens* 
Constantine, the £mpci\>r Heraclius his son? guarded that part of 
the country where Amrou lay, with a considerable army ; and frequently 
sent spies (Christian Arabs) into his tamp. One of them went one 
time, and sat down amongst sojne Arabs of Aydman, or Arabia K&ltx, 
that had made them a fire* Having conversed whh them as long as 
was for his purpose, without bein£ suspected ; as he was rising to go 
away, hp tiod upon his vest and stumbled ; upon which h® swore, by 
Christ, unawares. The oath wah^no sooner out Of his mouth, but 
they immediately knew him to be a Christian spy, cut him to 
.pieces in an instant Amrou was angry whdn he heatd it, because fife 
would have had examining hhnArst, Resides, He told them , 1 That it 
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oftentimes happened, that a spy, whenF put to it, came over to them, 
and embraced the Mahometan religion. 1 Upon which ho gave a 
strict order thitfughout the camp, a hat ijf ever they met with a stranger 
or fpy, they should convey them to him: # 

The arnyes drawing nenr, t th<rc came a# Christian priest to the 
Saracens, who desired that anJEmh, or principal officer, might be sent to 
Constantine, to discourse with him. There was a huge, monstrous 
fellow, jl black, \vbosc # name was Bejpl Ebn Rdluli, who proffered his 
service* But Amiou tolcl him that it would be better to send an* 
Arabian, who could talk more politely than an A-tlnopian. Belli, 
resolving, if possible^ to take ho denial, adjured him by God*to let 
him go. To which Amrou answered, ‘That since he had adjured 
him by the most mighty, it should be so/ This Belfd had fonnerly 
been Muf>omet\s crier ; that is, the poison that calls the people together 
to praycis. And never cxcidscd* that office (as the audio* of the 
histo ry of ^fcrusalem says) (A IS, A rah Poloc. Nvm< 362) after Ma- 
homet’s death, but only once, vftien Omar commanded him to perform 
that service at the takmg of Jerusalem ; otherwise, I suppose it would 
have been beneath him to have served any other person, who had 
been employed after that manner by the prophet; but the taking of 
Jerusalem, yhich had been the scat of the ancient pioplicts, and was 
a place very much reverenced by the Mahometans, \va » an extraordinary 
occasion. [AhvdkUH) Wlfen he came to thcjuic&t, he disdained to 
have an /Ethiopian sent, and bad him go back again, telling him, 
that his master Constantine had not sent for a slave, but an officer. 
Belfil, who valued himself very much upon his office, and cxpdbted 
every one should do »Q too, thought 1 imself affronted ; and Ifct him 
know, that he had been no less a person than the Mu&zin of the 
apostle of God, and that he was able to give his master an answer. 
But this not being received, he waswfoiccd fp go back 'again ; and 
at last Amirou resolved to go himself. Jt will not be amiss to inscit a 
short accotint of their conference, as delivered by our author, that the 
leader may sec whai$ort of amotion t^ie Mahometans have ^f ancient 
history, % ' 

When Amrou cajnc into Constantine’s pFesencc, he offered him a 
seat, but according to U& practice of the Saracens, he refused to make 
die of it, choosing ratiipr to sit closs-legged upon the ground, with his 
SWorSi tJ{>on his thigh, and his lance laid across before him, Constan- 
tine told him, ‘that the Arabs and Greeks wdtc near kindled, and that it 
was a pity they should make wsfronc u^onfhe other/ Amrou answered, 

< That their religion was different ; upon which score it was lawful for 
brothers to quarrel However/ tte said, Mie desired to know which 
vay the Kordslwfc* camera b*so near akin to the Greeks ? Constan- 
tine answered (according to our author) * Was not our first father Adam, 
» A noble tribe among thl Arabs of wtycb Mahomet was, 
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then Noah, then Abraham, thfn Fsau, then Isaac, which u ci e both 
sons of Abraham (the blebsijhg of God be upon them all).* Now one 
brother ought not to do injustice to •another, and'quarrd about that di- 
vision which was made fqr them by their forefathers/ * Thus far you 
say true/ answered Amtou, < That tH*au begot Isaac, and Isluruel is 
J£sau’s uncle ? and so are we the sons okone father, and Noah was our 
Father. Now Nouh divided the land into parts when lie was angry 
with his son Ilam; &ith which f division they were not pleased, but 
' quarrelled about it ; and this land in which you are, is .not jours pro- 
per ly % but belongs to the Amalekites, who had it bcfoi e you. For Noah 
divided it among his three sons, Sem, Ham, ahd Japhet; and gave 
his son Sum, Syria, and what lies round it, from Aiabia I'adix and 
Iladramut to f Amman; and ail the Arabs are the offspring of Scm 
and Rah Un, .and Tesm, and Joclais, and Amalck, who isfhc father of the 
Amalekites. To his son ilain he jjavc the west and sca-shpjp ; and he 
left Japhet between the cast alad west, ;$ ,for the earth is Ur Lifrd’s, 
he gives it an inhcrhance to which of Iris servants he pleases, and the 
latter end is to the faithful. We therefore/ adds Amrou, 4 desne to 
have this ancient division restored, and make things equal after this 
manner. We will take what is in your hands, and you shall take, the 
stones and thorns, and barren grounds which we possess, i& lieu of 
these plqjisant rivers, rich pastures, and stately buildings/ ConsWi- 
tmctold him, ‘ That the division was already made, and ^iat it would 
be great injustice in them not to be content with what had fallen to 
their share/ To which Amrou answered , 4 That they liked the provi- 
sion 11 and manner of living in Syria, so much better than their own 
coarse 4 fare at home, tjiat they could never think of leaving the coun- 
try till they had conquered it, and could sit down at quief under those 
shady trees/ A little while after, he told those that were present, 
'That it would be no h*rd matter for them to continue in the posses- 
sion of what they had ; for it was only changing their nsliglbn,and the 
business was done/ ISut both that and payment of tribute being re- 
fused, Adroit told them , 4 That there wafc nothing now left, but to deter- 
mine it by tHb sword. Gcjcl knows/ said he , 4 that l have called you to 
the means by which you might save yourselves but* you arc rebellious, 
just as your father Ksau$ was disobc^nt to hts mother ; you reckqp 
> ourselves akin to us, but we desire to have nothing to do wjjh § your 
affinity, so long as you continue* infidels, You besides, are the offspring 
• 0 * 

* This i* an expression used b% live Arab witters, whenever they metttvon any ©I the 

aw Irnt wonhtts * „ , , , * k . . ^ . 

* lie makes Bt range work of this gpncAlogv . but the Arabick may be wad, Beau WaUdo 
3 Me ; i. c. Kmu « the so ft of hmc ; not wSli«a, be&4 Isaac. Cot if. *0 help Ima out* wo 
il ouM read it so, we contradict him, for just before he reckons Esau before Isaac 

f Ci)<tU. VU«* l?$r * , 

, i Thu the Mahom«tnn& have from the Jews who believe most Europeans to be the off. 
- ipnmt of Fuau. AbarWuol Ukw a $ eat dea^uf pains to prove M* 4wd WOWS Jews i Imv| 
^onvoi'vcd vqih $tfe of the same o$>um>n» • 
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of Esau, we of Ishmael ;* and God cheese our propht 1 Mahomet from 
Adam, to the time that ho came out qf the loins of hi* father ; and 
made him the best of the sons? of Ishmatd (and his father Ishmael was 
the f^rst that spoke Aiiabick), and lie matte the tribe of Kenanah the 
best of the Arabs ; ‘and the family of Koicistfcc the best of Kenanah ; 
and the offspring of ITa&hcm, tlA % best of the Ivoreishui and the best 
of the sons of Ilashem, Abdo’Ihnttnleb the prophet's grandfather ; and 
sent the angel Gabriel down to him (Mahomet) v*ilh inspiration/ 

The conference ending without any’hopes of accommodation, Ami 011 . 
icturnod to his army, and both sides prepared for battle, as soon as a 
convenient opportunity should after ilseli. One day there came*fotth 
out of Constantine’s army, an officer very richly dressed, which made sev- 
eral of the Saracens desirous of fighting with him in hopes of cairying 
off his spoil. Amrou used to say, * That lie would havelio man go to 
fight out of greediness ; for the rewyd which was to be expected froirf 
God, was nsjich better than the spoihof pie enemy/ lie added, ‘ That 
\vhos< 5 C?Ti> vas killed in battle, lost his life cither fuj the sake of God 
or else for some other end which he proposed to himself. If the former, 
then God would be his reward, but if lie proposed any temporal thing, 
lie was to expect nothing else, and that he had heard the prophet speak 
to thfc saqje purpose/ There came forth to this officer a beardless 
stripling, Mhdse forward zeal had prompted him 011 to leave Arabia 
Fu 4 k, and venture himself ij#the wars. His mother and sister had 
hitherto boroehim company in his travels. This youth used to say, 
•‘That it vas not the delights of Syria, that moved him to go thillur 
(because the delights of this world were fading, but those of tlic other 
durable), But that his desire was to fight for the sctvu e of God, •seek- 
ing the favour % of God and lus apostle. Because ‘lie had heard one say, 

“ That the martyrs shall be maintained with their Lord/' * * How can 
that be/ answered his sister, 1 how can Ijiey be maintained when dead?’ 
lie ahswercfj, ‘That he had heard one that waf acquainted with the 
apostle of God, say, u That the spirits or the maityis shall be put mto 
the crops of green birds that live in Paradise, which biids shall out the 
fruits of Paradise, andftrink the rivers is the mJunlcrwn£b which 
God has piovidcd for tli&n/ lie went out t (flight with the Christian, 
after lie had taken Iris l!tst leavp of his mother and sister, and told 
thorn , 4 that they should meet agaiit at that {I J baud) large water which 
belong* t* the apostle of *God in Paradise/ The Christian officer not 
only killed this youth M but^ two or three moi^y At last Serjabil E 5 n 
Ilasanah came forth to him ; but he as so # emaciated with watching 

* Amongst otlwr blind stones which some of the Citric un vrilm have told fifths Saracens, 
that is one, vir , UuU they called themselves Saracens brnuv>e they would h«ue trie wOrid 
Inhere that they weie dost ended from Sarah, Abraham's lawful wife; being ashamed of 
his *lave. >lut the oonirary is most evident, for they me neither ashamed of Ishmael 
“Ifmitri »s> for Ishmael we have an instance in this very place; and for Hagur, the reader 
jday consult the Jaubarian (a famous Arab Lexicographer), who in the word Agar*, says 
Hagftr is the ttniliar of Iwrnael, upon whotji be ?e.ue. 
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«md fasting, that ho was unabV to stand before him. The Christian at 
last got him down, sat upon him, and was just goingjto cut his throat j 
when on a sudden there came a horseman out ,of the Grecian army, 
who immediately kicked the Christian off, and yaking him at advan- 
tage, struck his head off Serjabil, surprised at this unexpected de- 
liverance, nslfcddiim wlio he was, a, id® from whence he c.tlnc ? * I am/ 
'Said he, 4 the unhappy To If* t ha Klin Cfflvailcd, who pretended to pro- 
phecy like the apostle of God ; ami lycd against God saying, “ That 
( inspiration came down to me tidin heaven.” ' Serjabil answered, ( 0 
brother! God's mercy is infinite ; and he that icpcnts, and forsakes, 
and Kirns himself to God ; he accepts «jf his repentance, and forgives 
him what he has done ; for the piophel sa>s, 44 Repentance takes away 
what was done before it.'' And dost thou not know, O Kbn Cowailed, that 
God said to oftr prophet, “ My mercy is q > tended to everjr creature 
that desires it?" ' adding moreover whatever he could c to comfort him. 
Notwithstanding which, conscious to himself of the gws^ness of his 
crime, he could not find in his heart to* return to the S«u# but 
being very much pressed to it by Serjabil, he at last told him in plain 
terms, that he was afraid of Cilccl (the scourge of false prophets, who 
broke them to pieces at first, and killed Moseilamah, the chief of them). 
Serjabil assured him, that Calcd was not present, but staid at Aleppo 
with Abu Obeidah. At last, with much ado, he perswadeU him to go 
with hiih to the army. This Tulfiha, ifter Moseilamah was killed, 
withdrew himself out of Arabia, which would ttym luve been soon too 
hot for him, ami went and lived privately with a Mahometan in Syria, * 
wlu maintained him fur a while ; till at Last they became very familiar, 
and thoroughly acquainted, Tuleiha made himself known, and gave him 
an account of his whole story. His landlord, as koon as j^c understood 
his character, treated him with the utmost aversion, and would enter- 
tain him no longer, but turned him out of doors. Reduced to this ex- 
licmity, he was almost at his wits end, and had some thoughts of taking 
ship, and retiring into some Inland ; but Constantine's army coming 
into those parts before he could put his design into execution, he chose 
rather tdlisf himself under hirh, in hojJbs of finding an opportunity of 
ingratiating himself with*thc Muslcmans. * 

Being at last prevailed upon to go back to the Saracens, he was very 
courteously received hf Amrou ; who not only gave him thanks for 
his singular service, but upon his expressing his apprehensions of 
Oded, promised to secuic hiifi, nnd wrote a recommendatory letter to 
Omar, acquainted him with the &giul*proof which Tuldiha had given 
of his sincere and unfeigited repentance. Tuteiha found the Caliph 
at Meccuh : delivering the letter, *^id withal telling him that he re* 
pented, Omar asked who he was ? and had no Sooner heard his name 
mentioned, but ho made oft as fast as Re coaid, saying, * Alas for * 
If J forgive thee, how shall I givu an account to Clod of the murder of 
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Ocasah ? TuJdiha answered, * Ocasah, jndeed, suflfei t d mai lyrdom by 
my bands, which «L am very sorry for, anjl I hope that God will forgh e 
me what I have done/. Omar desiied to know what proof he could 
give pf his sincerity ; jiul having pcrused|Amiou\ letter, lie was abun- 
dantly satisfied, anff kept him with him till die returned to Muluuh, 
aftei which ]ft employed him in tiis wars again A the Boisians. 

To return to Constantine's afpiy. * The wcplhcr was very cold, and* 
the Chiistians were quite disheartened, having tyen frequently beaten 
and discouraged daily with the jenc reding power of the Saracens ; so 
that a great many grew weary of the service, and withdrew themselves ’ 
from the army. Constantino, dialing no hopes of the vicloi>^and 
fearing lest the Saracens should seize C.vsarea, took an opportunity in 
a tempestuous night to move off ; and left his camp to the Sai aeons. 
Ainrou acquainting Abu Obeidah wiih all that had happened, icceived 
express orders 16 march directly to Cesarcu, where he promised to joir* 
them speedily, in order to go against Tripoli, Atcah and Tyre. In a 
little Tfflt^Tter Tripoli was -surprised fiy the treachery of Youkfnna, 
who having gotten it on a sudden, and without any noise, there came 
thither a little while after, about fifty ships with provision and aims for 
Cyprus and Crete, which were to go to Constantine. The officers not 
kno\fing tfiat Tripoli was fallen into the hands of new masters, made 
no scrupte of landing there, where they were courteously received by 
Ydtikfnna, who pi offered thc;«lmost of his serviiy, and promised to go 
along with than). Bu^ immediately seized both them find their ships, 
*and delivered the town into the hands of Cnled, who was just come. 

Willi these ships the traitor Youkfnna goes to T>rc, wheie he t^lls 
the inhabitants that he had brought aims and provision for Constan- 
tine's auny. % Upon wfuch ho was kindly icct*iv«d, and he with 900 of 
his men landed, and were entertained. But being betrayed by one of 
his own men, lie and his crew were seized and boiflid ; receiving all 
the while sijph treatment from the soldiers, as tlfcir villainous practices 
best deserved. In the meantime Yezid Ebn Abi Sophy an, being sent 
l>y Aim Obeidah from the siege of Cicsarea, came within sight of Tyre. 
The governor pcrcciviftg this, eSused Ydukfnna and his mqp U*be con- 
veyed to the castle, anrtthcrc secured. Having done this, he prepares 
for the defence of this tov*i ; and perceiving that Ye/id had but a small 
mwnber (his army not exceeding «ooo), he resolved to make a saUky. 

In tho meantime, the re A of the inhabitants ran up to the walls, to see 
the engagement. Whilst they were fi^Iitin^ Youkfnna and his men 
wcie set at liberty by one Ba$il, of whom they give the following 
account : viz., 1 That this Basil going one day to pay a visit to Bohei* 

* rah the monk, the caravan of th^Korcishrc came by, with* which 
4 were Cadijah's camels, which were looked after by Mahomet, lie 
looked towards the caravan, iff the middle of which was Muhopiet, 

1 and there was a doud upon him to keep him from the sun. Then 
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1 the caravan alighted, and Mahomet, leaning against an old withered 

* tree, it immediately brought forth leaves. Bohcirah perceiving this, 

‘ made an entertainment for the caravan, and invited them into the 
‘monastery; Mahomet staying behind with tl^e camels. Bohcirah 
‘missing him, asked jf'thcic were all of them ?• Yes, they said, all 
‘ but a little boy they had left to look: after their things, •and feed the 
f camels, “ ^Vhat is his Jjame V shys jpoheirah. They told him Ma- 

* hommed Ehn Abdoyiab. Bohcirah asked if«his father and mother 
t * were not dead, and if he was not bi ought up by his grand filler and 

‘ lus uncle. Being satisfied that it was so, he said, “^0 Korcish! set 
‘ a great value upon him, for he is yaur lord, and by him will your 
1 power be gicat both in this world, and that to come ; for he is your 
‘ ornament and glory They asked him how he knew that ? “ Be- 
‘ cause,” answered Bohcirah, “as you were coming, theie wrs never a 
t»trcc, nor stone, nor clod, but bowed itself and worshipped God.” 

* Bohcirah besides told this Basil', that a great many prpphcts had 
‘ leaned against this tree, and sat under it, but it never bore* ,y iOavcs 
4 before, since it was withered. “ And l heard him say,” says this same 
4 Basil, “ this is the prophet, concerning whom Isa (Jesus) spake, 

4 happy is he that believes in him, and follows him, and gives credit to 
‘ his mission.” * This Basil, after the visit to Bohcirah, liacl gone to 
Constantinople, and other parts of the Greek emperor’s teffii lories, and 
upon information of the great success ofitjie followers of this prophvt, 
was abundantly convinced of the truth of his mission. Jlus inclined 
him, having so fair an opportunity offered, to release Youkfnna and his * 
me$ ; who, sending word to the ships, the rest of their forces landed 
and jqined them. In the meantime, a messenger in disguise was sent 
to acquaint Yczid with* what was done. As sooit as he returned, You- 
klnpa was for falling upon the townsmen upon the wail; but Basil said, 

* Perhaps God might lead some of them into the right way and per- 
suaded him rather to place the taen so, as their coming down from the 
wall might be prevented. This done, they cry out, ^La'llnka,’ &C. 
The people perceiving themselves betrayed, and the prisoners at liberty, 
were in thejilmost confusion ;'none oft them btfiftg able lo stir a step 
or lift up an hand. Those in the camp hcariifg the noise in the city, 
knew what was the occasion of it, and Youki'tna opened the gates and 
let them in. Those that were in tfle city, fled ; some one way, apd 
some another ; and were pursued by the Saracens, and apt jo the 
sward. Those open the wall dried, * quarter Z t eid told them, 'That 
since they had not surrendered, but tfic city was taken by force, they 
were all slaves.' ( HowevcV,’ and he, * we of our own accord set you 
free, ujibu Condition you pay tribute ; and if any of you has a mind to 
change his religion, he shall fare as well as we The greatest part 
of them turned Mahometans. When Constantine heard of the loss 

-Tripoli and Tyre, his heart failed,him, and, taking* shipping with his , 
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family and wealth, he departed for Constantinople* All this while 
Amrou Ebno’I Ajls lay before Caesarea. In the morninp, when the 
people came to enquire aft<*r Constantine, and could hear no tidings of 
him nor his family, they advised together, and with one consent hu- 
rendered the city ter Amrou, paying down! for their security 2000 picas 
of silver, anti delivering into life hands whatsoever belonged to Con- 
stantine, that lie had not carried away with him. Thus Vas Osaie.i. 
lo«t, A.D, 639, and the, 5th of Omar's reign,* or the 29th year of the 
reign of ihe emperor Heraclius, Ujon which, those other places in 
Syria, which as yet held out— namely, Ram I alt, Ace ah, Joppe, Asealon, 1 
G.ua, Sichcrn (or Npbolos), and Tiberias surrendered ; and in ajitfle 
time after, the pcople*of licirout, Zidon, Jabalah, mid Laodicea, fol- 
lowed their example ; so that there louuincd nothing more to be done m 
Syria, but # ili was entirely subdued to the Saracens, whojiad not spent 
above six years {from the time of their first expedition in Abubekor^ 
reign) in subduing that large, wcaltlty, and populous country. 

Triuo h:ve l given the leaden, the best account I was able, of the 
Saracens' conquest of Syria ; following all along, as to matter of fact, 
my author Alw^kidi, who has written the most particular relation of 
that part of the history that I have yet met with ; or that is extant, 
to the be§t of my knowledge. As for that little which remains; in 
order to the flompleating the lives of this and the succeeding Caliph, 
sirwie the short time of my continuance at Oxford would not* permit 
me to search ior, or ex^erp any more manuscripts, I must be content 
*to depend upon those authors which hav6 been already published ; as 
Eulychius, Klmakin, and Abulpharagius ; in which, though not«M> 
large and particular an account as in the foimcr pai t of our history ; y ot 
the reader w^U find Something which shall still contribute to the 
better knowledge of that people, and increase his ad nutation, at the 
wonderful success of the Saracen arms^by which thc*y anived at that 
stupendous ^greatness* 

Syria, being conquered, remained n6t long in the possession of 
those persons who had the chief hand in subduing it ; for in the 
eighteenth year of tbft HegitSh, A.J).* 639, there was s^ch* terrible 
mortality both of men Und beasts, in Syria* particularly at Kmdus, 
and the adjacent territory that the Arabs called that year * The year 
of destruction/ by way of distinction (Amo' l reihddah). The Saracens 
lost by that plague 25,00ft men ; among which were Abu Obeidah (who 
was then 58 years old) SerjabU Ebn fiasannh, formerly Mahomet's 
secretary, aftd Yessid Ebn Abi Spphyan, witfl several other Saracens 
of note. Caled* survived them about UfSree years, and then died ; but 
the place of his burial (consequently *>f his death, for they did 8ot use 
in, those days to carry them far) is uncertain ; some say at Hems ; 
'^••tHhers at Mcdinah. * 

* Author off the Hirtoty of Jerusalem, above dted. 
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Amum Kbno'l Ads, having stayed as long in Syria as was necessary, 
puiinantto the Caliph’s command, prepared for his expedition into 
Egypt Whilst he was upod his march, whether it proceeded from 
envy, which always attends droat men, or whether Ofliman Ebn Afif&ni 
did not think him so piuper & person for such $ service ; certaiii it is, 
that Omar u as perswAded by somcellut were about him, to recall 
Jiim* That "Om.tr himself entertained a good opinion of him, and 
that he wrote to him rather lo gratify r lhe lmi^rtnnatc humour of his 
friends, than out of a&y dislike, seems plain from the contents of the 
4 letter. For whereas he could have cojfi mantled him positively to have 
ictuyicd, he viitcs only thus : ‘ if this letter comes to you before you 
get into /Egypt, return* But if you be enteicd ‘into ./Egypt, when the 
messenger comes to you, go on with the blessing of God, and assure 
yourself, that if you want any supplies, I will take care to spnd them’ 
' 5 ‘he messenger overtook Amrou before he was out„of Syria; who 
cither suspecting, or having uceiwd secret information of the business, 
ordered him to wait upon him, tilf he should be al leisure 'ty* n*d the 
letter. In the mean time ho haslcns his maich, fully resolved not to 
open it till he came into the confines of .Egypt. Winn he came 
to a place called Arish, having assembled the officers in his tent, he 
called for the messenger, and opened the letter with the same gwvity 
and formality as if he had been altogether ignorant of th® clients of 
it* Having read it, hg told the company r what was in it, and enquired 
of them, whether the place they then were, belonged] to Syria or 
/Egypt. They answeicd to /Egypt. Then said Amrou, wc will go* 
on* t From thence lie went to Plnlimah ; which he took after 
a mop th’s siege. Fiom thence to Misrah, (formerly Memphis) now 
Cairo, situate on the western bank of the river •Xilus, and which laid 
been the scat of the ancient Egyptian kings, t his pla£c the Greeks 
had fortified, as bemg the most considerable (except Alexandria) in 
all that kingdom. Thine was ancient casdc there, of great strength. 
The Greeks made a large moit or trench round about it,* into which 
they threw' great quantities of nails, and iron Spikes, to make it morp 
dprfficult/or^hc Muslemans to pass. Amrou with 4000 men laid hard 
sJtiffe to it ; but when h<j had been there about seven months, and 
could do nothing, he was forced to scnd*to the Caliph for fresh 
supplies ; who, as soot as might l#, recruited him with 4000 rh<ye. 
IV Prefect or lieutenant of Misnth, that iield it for thcJRipperor 
H&aelius, was one Mojuukas, of the sect of the Jacobites* and a 
mortal enemy to the Greeks. He had no design at all to serve the 
Emperor, but to provide for himself ;* having behaved himself so ill, 
tlut he durst not come into the Emperor’s presence* For when 
Cosrotts, the Persian, had besieged Constantinople, Mokaakas per* 
ceiving the Emperor in distress, and daily expecting his ruin, thought*** 
he had a fair opportunity offered making his fortune, and took all 
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the tribute of /Egypt into his own hand, tvitliout giving account to the 
Emperor of one penny. From that time* bring conscious to himself 
of his deserts, he used all the meansjjc could to prejudice and hinder 
the Fjnpcior ; so natural is it for men to riale those whom they have 
ijijiued. 1 shall not interrupt the smdoth* ^om ?e of hi>loiy with 
examining how far this account Xgrees with the Greet* historians ; but 
only say, that my authoi, EutjUhms, was himself paliiuich ot Alev* 
anchia : Mokaukas his Olmf caie was not to defend the castle in good 
earnest, Cut to surrender it so ^s to^nocuie good leans for hnnscli, , 
and secure that! vast ticasuie which he .had so ill gotten, whatever 
became of all the <l^.eks and the orthodox Chiistians, whoifi lie 
mOi tally hated. Theie vs as in the river, between the besieged castle 
and opposite bank, a little island ; Mokaukas pci s wades the Giecks 
to go with«him out of the castle into that island ; Icllmgf them, ‘That 
since Amrou had fiesh supplies sent^lum, it would be impossible fot* 
them to defend the castle much longer ; and that if they went into 
that iTlan’u, the river w ould bn a much better seemly foi them, than 
the castle.* This he did on purpose to leave the castle naked, that 
the Saracen? might take it more easily, and upon that account giant 
him the better terms. At last he pi la ailed, and they went out of the 
soutft-gatg and going aboaid some little vessels which they had there, 
they quickly fanded in the island, having left only a few Greeks to 
defend the castle, for all the (&phacs went out vrith Mokaukas. The 
Nile then began to overflow. 'I hen Mokaukas sent messengers to 
* Amrou with orders to this effect j * You Arabians have invaded our 
‘ countiy, and given us a great deal of tumble and distuibancc, without 
4 any provocation on our side : and now a i suic yourselves, that the 
i Nile will quickly surround your camp, and you •will all fall into our 
4 hands, however, send some body to treat with us, and let us 
‘ know your business, and wlint you demand ; pci haps when wc come 
‘ to talk aboait the matter, things may be so settled, as both pailies 
‘ may be made easy, and a peace condutfed/ Mokaukas his messen- 
gers had no sooner delivered Jlhcir criand, but Amrou despatched 
Abadah Ebno’l $amet,*a black, with oillcis to go to Mok&ukas with 
the messengers, and tell Rim lus mind. Abadah coming into Mokaukas 
his presence, he bad him Sit dowi^ and ask< ct linn what they (moaning 
the*Arab$) meant, &nd what they tvuuld have. * Abadah gave him the 
same answer as the Sa Aeons always ijsed to do to all that asked 
them that question j tiling him, * that he liaijthicc things to propoSe 
to him by the command of Amrow, wife had # received the same order 
from his master Omar the Caliph ; viz., flint they should either jhangc 
the&r religion, and become Mahamofcfos, and so have a right and title 
to all privileges in coinfcon witli^thcm ; or else pay perpetual tribute 
"yearly, and fro come under their protection ; or else they must %Ut it 
out till the sword decided the controversy between them/ These, 
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wc have observed before, wer^the conditions which they proposed lo 
all people where they came : the propagating their religion being 
to them a just occasion of making* war upon any nation whatsoever. 
To these hard terms Mokaujtas made answer, 4t^at as to the fust of 
them they would nevewsubmit ; but Jjc and his friends the Cophtics 
„would willingly* pay tribute/ The Greeks obstinately refused to 
become tributaries, and were resolved no fight it out to the last : but 
Mokaukas cared not what became of them, so ^ie might save himself 
• and his money. Abadah having*finislitd his business, returned from 
the castle to the camp ; and when he had acquainted Amrou with all 
that fiad passed, and that thcic were ohly a few# Greeks in the castle, 
the Saracens renewed their assault, and Zobair scaled the walls, and 
cried out, 1 A^hh Ac bar/ The Giceks perceiving that the castle was 

i ost, went into their boats as fast as they could, and* escaped to the 
sland. The Saracens possessed of the castle, killed and took 
prisoners those few that remained? The Greeks now piaaMyupder- 
standing Mokaukas his fraud; durst trust themselves now no' longer 
so near him, but going aboard their ships, got to shore, and marched to 
to Kcram’l Shoxaik, a place between Cairo and Alexandria, and put 
themselves into as good a posture of defence as they could. In the 
mean time Mokaukas discoursed with Amrou about the conditions of 
peace ; # which were, * that all the Cophtics which lived both jflbovc and 
below Cairo shall pa$ yearly two ducats, without any difference* or 
disUnction to be made between rich or poor*; only hoys under i6 # 
years of age, decrepit old men, and all women, were exempted from 
pacing anything/ The number of the Cophties which were then polled, 
was six millions ; according to which account,, the yearly tribute of 
Cair, and the neighbouring territory, amounted to twelve millions 
of ducats. Mokaukas begged of Amvou, that he might be always 
reckoned among the # Cophtic$, and taxed as they were ; declaring, 
that he desired to have pothing in common with the Greeks, 
for he was none of them, nor of- their religion; but had only for 
a while dissembled the matter* for fear # of his ljjfe ; and intreated him 
never to mike peace with the Greeks, but persecute them to death ; 
and for his part, he desired that when he died, he might be buried 
in St John's church, Jp* Alexandria. • All this Amrou promised to per- 
form, upon condition that the Cophties should be obliged to entertain 
aqy Musleman whatsoever, <vho had occasion to pass through the 
country three days gratis, and repair two bridges which were broken, 
and prepare places for qptertairftaent of himself and his army, 
and take care that the country people should bring in pro- 
vision to be sold in the cnmp,*and clear $ie way from Cairo to 
Alexandria, (which he was then going 10 besiege) building suq^ 
brid^es as were necessary for the army to foarrfu These terms were 
mdily accepted by the Cophties, *wha assisted thefn with every thing 
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they wanted. Amrou marched till lie came to Kcramo’l Shoraih, 
where the Greek*? that fled from Cairo were. They fought thtee days 
continually, but at last the Greeks were forced to give way, They had 
some other battles before they carqe to 4|cx<yidria, in which the Sara- 
cens were always superior. Th*)se Greeks wlfich escaped, retired to 
Alexandria, where they made t]je best preparation they* cotSld for a siege. 

Amrou was not long^iftcr thAn, but quickly came up, and laid siege 
to the c4y. However, the Greeks mjde a stout Resistance, and sallied 
out frequently, §0 that there whs a great many killed on both sides. * 
The Saracens at last made a vigorous attack upon one of the tqwers, 
and entered it ; the* Greeks all the while defending it to their utmost. 
They fought a considerable time in the tower, till the Saracens at last 
were pressed upon so hard, that they were forced to tiptire. In this 
attempt, Anrou the general, Muslcmah Ebno’l Mochalled, and Wct| 
dan, Amrou’s slave, were taken prisoners. Being brought before the 
govexsv'r lie asked them what they meant by running about the coun- 
try after this manner, and disturbing their neighbours ?* Amrou an- 
swered according to the usual form, and told him that they designed to 
make them either Muslcmans or txibutaries before they had done. But 
this jesolutc answer of his had like to cost him his life, for, the gover- 
nor haviqg taken notice of his behaviour, concluded that he was no 
ordinary person, and spoke Iq some that stood npar him to cufc off hi* 
head. Wcrdan, his slave, ’understood Greek ; and as soon as he 
•heard what tlie goventor said, took his master Amrou by the collar, 
and gave him a box on the car; telling him, ‘That he was always 
putting himself forward, and prating, when H would bettei becorqp him 
to hold his tongue : that he was a mean, contemptible fellow, and that 
he would advilc him to learn more manners, and let liis betters speak 
before him.' By this time, Muslemah Ebno’l Mochalled had bethought 
himself, and told the governor, ‘ That tficir general had thoughts of 
raising the siege : that Omar the Caliph had wrote to him touching 
that matter, and designed to send an honourable embassy, consisting 
of several worthy persons, and men of note, to treat with^ him about 
matters, and if he pleasigi to let them go, tjiey would acquaint their 
general how courteously they had been used, and employ the utmost 
Of their endeavours to promote art # iccommodation/ He added, * That 
he Bid not in the least question, but when the Caliph's ambassadors 
had trdatdH with him, things would be made yery easy on both sides, 
and the Siege speedily Raised/ Our historiannells us, that this impo- 
litic governor observing .how W*erdan treated his master, concluded 
him to have been as mean as Werdaa represented him, and believed 
the story that Muslcmah had told* him, concerning Omar’s sending 
•nme of the chief Arabs tq treiH with lum. Wherefore, considering 
that it would be of greater consequepce to kill six or ten considerable 
men, than three or four of the vuigar, he dismissed these, in hopes of 
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catching the other. They Were no sooner out of danger, hut they 
shouted out as loud as they could, ‘ AilMi A char* And when the 
Greeks upon the wall perceived those great tokens df joy, which were 
shown in the camp upon thf ir return, they kne^ very well that* they 
were not such persons^ as the governor had taken tlicgi for, and too 
late repented their letting them, go. ( Quickly after, the Saracens re- 
newed their assault, and* so straightened the Alexandrians, that they 
were not able to hoick out any longer. At.Iast^he city was ttjjcen, and 
the Greeks which were in It, were dispersed; some considerable parties 
of them going up Anther iftto the country, others getting off to sea ; 
so that the Saracens entered, and took* po$sessisn*(A,D. 640), after they 
had besieged it fourteen months, and lost 23,000 men before it. 

Amrou, to jnakc ti »l things secure, and prevent any alarm or disturb- 
ance which might follow, thought it proper to securb thoSe Greeks, 
Hvhich, escaping from the siege of|Alcxandria, had gone further up into 
the country ; reasonably concluding, that so long as the rg was any 
body of them in arms, the Saracens coulcl not enjoy their new posses- 
sions in peace and security. lie therefore marches out of Alexandria 
upon this design, leaving but a few of his Saracens behind him in the 
town, as apprehending no danger on that side. During his absence, 
the Greeks who had gone aboard their ships at the taking # the town, 
and wljose return was not in the least feared or suspected ; came <jp a 
sudden, and surprised the town, and kififcd all the Saracens that were 
in it This quickly came to Amrou’s ear, upon whichlte returned to. 
Alexandria with the greatest speed ’; where he found the remnant of 
this Greeks which came back from sea, already possessed of the castle. 
They gave him a warm reception, and fought ^bravely : at last, being 
overpowered, as many of them as could get faiily off, were obliged to 
retire to their ships, and try their fortune at sea once more, leaving 
Amrou and his Saracens in •full and quiet possession. This done, 
Amiou acquaints the Caliph ^vith his success ; letting him 4 tnow withal, 
that the Muslemans were desirous of plundering the city, Omar having 
receive^ his letter, gave him thanks /or his service ; but blamed him 
for so much as once mentioning the plundering of so rich a city 5 and 
charged him strictly, that he should by no ijeans suffer the soldiers to 
make any waste, or spoil anything hi it ; but that he Should carefully 
treasure up what was valuable, to help hiqi to defray charges itfthc 
time of war : and that the tribute which wa$ raised in that fa it of the 
country should be laidVip at /Alexandria, to supply the necessities of 
the Muslemans. o 0 • 

Then they polled the inhabitants of Alexandria ; which, being taken, 
all JEgypt followed the fortune oHts metropolis, and the inhabitants 
compounded for their lives, fortunes, .and ^ free liberty of living in thfe 
profession of their own religion, at the expense of two ducats a year, 
without any distinction ; except hnyonan held any land, farm, w vine* 
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yard. For, in such cases, everyone paid proportionally to the yearly 
value of what he field. So that there arose a most prodigious revenue 
to the Caliph. After the Saracens were once arrived to this pitch, it is 
no wonder if they yeaat further j for what would not such a revenue do 
, in, such han^Js ? They knew very well \ho\f |o husband their money, 
being sumptuous at that time in*nothing but their places pf public wor- 
ship. Their diet was plain dnd simple : no wine, nor any of those 
dainties* the products df modern luxury, which ^poil the stomach, and 
destroy men’s constitutions, appeared upon their tables. Their chief # 
drink was water ; their food consisted in.a great measure in milk, rice, 
and the fruits of the * . « 

TheArabians had as yet applied themselves to no manner of learn- 
ing, nqj f the study of anything but poetry in their own language, which 
they unddtstood very well, after their way, and valued ttemselves upon 
long before Mahomet’s time, being altogether ignorant of ,the science^ 
and£y£ty*language but their own. Ainrpu, however, though no scholar, 
was a man, pf quick parts, and a*good capacity, an<j one {hat, when his 
affairs would give him leave, was more delighted with the conversation 
of learned men, and rational and philosophical discourses, than men 
of Ijis education commonly used to be. There was at that time in 
Alexandria, # one John, sirnamed, The Grammarian ; a man eminent 
fo| learning, with whose conversation Amrou was very well pleased, 
and would oftentimes take dflight in hearing him discourse ifl several 
. sciences, arntask hin* questions. The man perceiving the great re- 
spect shown him by Amrou, ventured one day to petition him for the 
books in the Alexandrian library ; telling him ? i That he perceived he 
had taken ah account of all things which he thought valuable*in the 
city, and seated up all the repositories and treasuries, but had taken no 
notice of the books. That, if they would have been any way useful 
to him, he would not have been so bold as to ask fo£ them ; but since 
they were •not, he desired he might have thtm.’ Amrou told him, 

* That he had desired a thing which w!$ altogether put of his power 
, to grant ; and that hecould by no means dispose of the books, without 
having first asked leave of the Caliph. However/ he#saffl, ‘he’d 
write, and see what might be done in it’* This he accordingly per- 
formed, and having given a due character of the abilities of this learned 
man, gnd ^uatnted him with lfis petition ; the Caliph returned this 
, „ is contained in these # books you mention, is 'either 

agtteabfe V^Ht juj written m the book of (jjpd (meaning the Atorun) 
r :s,or it is not* : if it be> then the Atciran fs suffi jient without them; if other* 

V fit they should be destroyed/ Amrou, in obedience tb the 

vCaliph-s command, distributed HA books throughout all fte djtiy* 
,-atmOniBst those diat kept; waitH^b^hs (of which there wfas at t%t tiihet ' 
v : ; ,i% Alexandria ho fewer thin 40oo} ; to heat' the baths with;,: 

the h^yoc %*t must needs th|| 
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rate, the number of books which the diligence of former princes had 
collected was so great, that it was six months before they were con- 
sumed. A loss never to be made up to the learned world* This John, 
The Grammarian, was an Alexandrian by bir|h^ of the sect Of the 
Jacobites: afterwards deified the Trinity. Being admonished by the 
bishops of Afgypt to renounce his erroneous opinions, lie was, upon 
hfe refusal, excommunicated. ■ 

Amrou being now possessed of ASgypt, beg&i to look a little further 
, towards the western part of Africa ; and ;m a short time made himself 
master of all that country which lies between Bareah' and Zeweilah ; 
the inhabitants of Bareah bringing in ' the tribute 'imposed upon them 
punctually at the time prefixed, without any collectors going among 
them tb gather it. While these things were doing in "/Egypt, ti^re was 
a dearth in Atftbia; so that the inhabitants of Medinah andnhe neigh- 
bouring country, were reduced tcya starving condition. Upon which 
Omar wro te to Amrou, arid acquainting him with their extremi ty, ord ered 
him to supply the Arabs with com out of* ./Egypt, Which Amrou did 
in such plenty, that the train of camels which were loaden with it, 
reached in a continued line from yEgypt to Medinah ; so that when 
the foremost of them were got to Medinah, the latter part of the gang 
were still in the bounds of yEgypt But this way of conveying their 
provision being too tedious and chargeable, the Caliph commanded 
Amrou fo dig a passage from the Nile to the Red Sea, for the more 
speedy and easy conveyance of their provision Jto the Arabian shore. , 
Shortly after Amrou took Tripoli ; and if we should consider the great- 
ness of his success, it Bright Seem wonderful, though there had been 
nothing done in any other part. But their vicarious amis madeno 
less progress eastward, and the Mahometan crescent began now to 
shed, its malignant influence upon as large and considerable dominions 
as had ever been ‘flown over b$j the Roman Eagle. About this time, 
Aderbijkn, Amwerdah? Harrhn, Roha, Rakkah, Nisibin, EhWkz, SiwhS, 
and Chorhsan, were all broufht under subjection to the Saracens ;; in 
which conquests there were, without dcjjibt, a grjat many nOble actiriris 
perform^, and well worth the’ relating ; but the particular history* ©f 
that part Of their conquers not being yet come into my hands, $*e' 
risaderiri desired to excuse me* , : ' '? . . JVV : \> * 

About Hypo, years after, Omar the Caliph was killed. Th^ftc* 
riount : ;vre.'iSii^ of it is this ; |here was' one f hlrous, 
sedt of the ^trigl or f»e$ke$, who having as -being of a 
religion '^^t^Muslema|s, a tfibut^of twopieeesof sterdmpb^d 
uppn h^n dafty by his master, ^ride complairit to tempt, " to hs&O 

some part pf it' remitted Omar - 

unreasonable* Considering heraight hr He! ehrnekly, 

. Thirous wriia so provoked with this ahswef, that'fe'dli ns goqi rib 
V^iton' , thc: OriBpb '#> W* face; mho mM of iv ^ 
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long after he waited his opportunity, anjl whilst Omar was saying the 
morning prayer in the mosque, he stabbed him thrice in the belly with 
a dagger. The Saracgns in the mosque immediately rushing upon him, 
he madea desperate defence, and stabbed thirteen of them, of whom 
seven died. # At last, one that fetood by threvJ his vjst over him and 
seized him^-he, perceiving hiqiscif caught, # stabbed himself. Omar 
lived three days after*it and then died, in the month Du’lhagjah, in 
the 23rd year of the Hegir&h, a.& 643, after h# had reigned 10 years 
6 months and S days, and was*sixty-three years old, which is the same* 
age at which, according -to some authors, Mahomet, Abubekej, and 
Ayesha, Mahomet’s wife, died* 

, Heaps of a dark complexion, very tall, and had a bald head. As 
to his behaviour jn the government, the Arabick authors give him an 
extraordinary character. His abstinence from the things of this life, 
piety, and gravityof behaviour, procured him more reverence than Ins 
speefehsors could command *by .their grandeur. * His walking-stick/ 
says Alwdkidi, * struck more terror into those thaf were* present than 
another man's sword. His diet was barley-bread ; hi$ sauce, salt ; 
and oftentimes, by way of abstinence and mortification, he eat his 
bre&d without salt ; his drink was water, He was a constant observer 
of religious* duties, and in those xo years he reigned went 9 times on 
, pTlgrintage to, Mcdinah. Hj® administration of iustice was ve*y impar- 
tial, his earsjbeing always open to the complaints of the meanest ; nor 
could the. greatness of any offender exempt him from punishment.’ In 
hiS decisions he always kept punctually to the «eense of the Alcorai^and 
the traditions of Mahomet, in whose time he gave a signal proof of 
the sense, he had of the duty of inferiors to theii; governours, which was 
occasioned thus &-r 

•'An ob$tina\e Musleman had a suit at law with a*Jew, before Mahon 
met Thg Jew being in the right, •Mahomok pronounced sentence 
Against the Musleman, who said, * Thaf he would not be so saiisfyed, 
Unless Omar, who was then only a private man, had the rehearing and 
the cause/ The plaintiff and defendant went both together 
to Omar, wbom they fcJlmd at his own door, and opening their case 
and Acquainting him with the decision of it, desired hint to examine it 
again. Omar, going into his own house, bade them stay a moment, . 

them he would despatch their business in a trice. Coming 
;jbacfc, he brings his pymiter along witlf him, and at one single stsofee ' 
r j^its o^ the d* at wfused to be determine hy Maho* 

saying with a lend voice, ‘ISee what they deserve Whp : 
ydli acquiesce in die determination of their judged I t was upon 1 ‘ 
^is,occanion th^t; ^ahomet,, informed of the fact, gave him the tijieqr 
shpsme f arqulc—intimatinS that' Qrnar knew as well how-to , 

dhguisii truth from ^^hood, and justice frominjustfco* $& 

' 'separate th^'hei^ of thaf toave from body; * < 7 '.',., . 7* r; : ' • ' 
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The conquests gained by tjhe Saracens in his reign were so con- 
siderable, that though they had never been extended, any further, the 
countries they had subdued would h&ve made a very formidable empire* 
He drove all the Jews a»d Christians out of Arabiti j subdued Syria, 
jftgypl, ^d olhej territories in Afriefi, besides the greeftest part of 
Persia. And yet all this greatness, frliic]* would have been too weighty 
for an ordinary man to have borne- especially <ff we consider that it 
did not descend to th&n as an hereditary po session, for the rfiling of 
'which they had been prepared by a smuble education, but was gotten 
all on # a sudden by men that fiad been acquainted with nothing great 
before — had no effect on the Caliph, but he Mill letained his old way of 
living, nor did the increase of his luhcs ever appear by his ruinue or 
expenccs. He«built a wall about Cusa, and repaired, oc rebuilt rather, 
t^e temples of Jerusalem and Mcdinah. ITo »\.m* the first of the Sara- 
cens that made rolls to enter the {dmes of all that were jn militaty 
service, or all that received any Stipend fi on? the publick. 1 le firsrrfiade 
use of the datfc of the Hegtiah, concerning which the reader may e 
more in Pridcaux’s 1 Life of Mahomet,’ \\hi< h I shall not here iiansci ibe. 
lie was the first of them that foibad any woman who had ever born a 
iluld, should be sold for a slave. The author of the i llistoiy of Jeiu- 
fralem,’ above-mentioned, adds, * That if he had nothing cls'o to recom- 
mend him but the talking of Jerusalem a*ql puigmg it bom idolati^, 
even that had been sufficient/ # * 

He never used to save any money in the treasury, but divided it 
every Friday, at night, amongst his men, according to their sevml 
necessities; in which particular, his pwcticc was picfcrable to Abu- 
bfkeris, for Abubekor used to proportion his dividends to the merit of 
the persons that were to receive it ; but Omar had rogniaonJy to theii 
necessities, sa>ing,* ‘That the things of this world tocrc given us by 
Cod for the relief of ot*r necessities and not for the toward of value, 
because the proper rowaid of tkat belonged to auothcr woilcC* 


OTHMAN EB-N AFFAN, 

« 

(H'egfra/i'fij, Nov, *$, 

THIRD CALIPH 1VFTW1 MAHOMET. 

In the epace of those three days which Omar lived, after he had 
leceived his mortal wound, his Menus came about him, soliciting him 
to make his will and name a successor. "To winch he answered, ‘That 
if Salem were alive, he should approve of none so wpll aa him * Then 
they named several w him, but he still found some fault or other with 
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all they proposed. Some recommended Ali, upon the account of his 
near gelation to tdahomet, besides his valour and other qualifications ; 
but Omar did not think him serious enough for such a weighty charge. 
Theh Qthman EbA/fffan being named, ®ma£ rejected him as a person 
too much inclined to favour histown friends aifd relations. Wlien they 
perceived that it was imposjyble for them to pitch upon any person 
against whom he wontyl not make an exception, they had good reason 
to think that this proceeded from a desire that his son should succeed 
him. But his *on being mentioned to him, he answered, 4 That it was* 
enough for one, in q family to fyave an amount to give of so weighty a 
charge as the governing the Muslcmans was.' At last, when they 
could not perswadehim to name a successor, he appointed six persons, 
to whomjic allowed three days time to consult about tjie matter after 
li is decease. He ordered his son to be present whilst they debated, 
but gave him no liberty of voting. |The six commissioners were Qtn- , 
maivAli, Telhha, Azzobcir* Abdt/rrahman Ebn Auf, and Saed Ebn 
Abi Wakkas, all of which had been the familial acquaintance and 
companions of Mahomet, Omar being dead, they met to consult j and 
Abdo’rrahman said, ‘That for his part he would willingly lay aside all 
pretensions to it, provided they would agree to chuse one of those that 
were preheat/ Ail of them consented to it but Ali, who thought him- 
s*If injured, because he was^iot the immediate successor of Mahomet 
At last he Consented too, after Abdo’rrahman had sworn to him that 
lie would neither Vot<? for nor favour any man whatsoever that should 
offer himself* AbdoVrahman, upon this, advises with the rest, i who 
inclining to Othman Ebn Affan,-lie was chosen Caliph, and inaugurated 
three days after Omar’s death, Abu’lpharagi^s .says that Abu Obeidah 
(whom he pifts in the room of Abdo’rrahman) came to Ali and asked 
him, * IF he would take the government upon him, upon condition that 
he should be obliged to administer according t§ what was contained in 
the book dJ God, the; tradition of his prtphet, and the detennination of 
two seniors** Alt answered, * That as for the book of God and the 
t*a$Uion Of his prophet, hewaST contented ; but he would i^ot be obliged 
to be determined by the constitutions of th<^ seniors.’ The same terms 
being offered to Othman, he embraced them without exception, and 
w#s immediately chosen Caliph*% * 

Bejng^^tablished in the government, he followed the example of his. 
ptel'ec^oni, and sends his fordes abfoad, .to enlarge his dominions, 
dtn a short time MaholBosarah, and what Remained of the borders of 
; Isbhdhiam and Raya w&e' taken ; so that? the poor Persian king Was 
ffovr e^ten np bn hll sides, and had very little left him* v The same fm t 
that, Othman M$ made Caliph, Bteh and Hamden were taken, ahjd 
ifoawiyah, who was’ then preset of Syria, and^'^^rwardf Caliph* 
ihyaded the terrimries of the Grecian Emperor, took a:gt 
#wns 3 and wast^d fie Country/ ■. J, ‘ ‘ • 
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We have observed before tlia\ Othnnan was taken notice of for being 
too much inclined to favour ftis friends ; upon which account Omar 
judged him unworthy to succeed him : which inclination how appeared 
plainly, when he had got the government into his*h|inds, and wasrin a 
capacitor of obliging thefn, For notwithstanding Amrou^Ebho’l Aas 
had done the* Saracens such singular service, and added A 2 gyptto. 
their empire, yet Othmaif deposed him* a.d« 645, and took away his 
prefecture, or lieutenancy of -Egypt, from $m, without a#i y just 
^reason at all that ever I could learn ; but only because Jfce had a mind 
to prefer Abdo’llah Ebn Said, his foster-brother, to a* place of such 
dignity and profit: than which, there f could soor£e be a greater im- 
prudence ; for Amrou, having been a considerable time in -/Egypt, had 
made both the persons and the customs of the Egyptians familiar to 
him, and was very well beloved by them : upon which sfccounl:, and his 
admirable skill in military affairs* he was, without doubt the fittest 
man for such a charge that the «Skracens had However, the ojxkr of 
the Caliph must bo obeyed ; but it Whs not attended with very good 
success. Ear Constantine, the Grecian Emperor, sent for Manuel, ah 
eunuch, with an army, to retake Alexandria ; which was accordingly 
performed by the assistance of the Greeks in the city ; who, keeping 
secret correspondence with the Emperor's army, then at received 
them hi: their landing ; and Alexandria, which Amrou had taken fopr 
years before, was now dnee more in the hafrds of the Grecian Emperor. 
And now it was evidently seen of what use Amrou was in^Egypt fie 
was immediately restored to his former dignity ; for the Egyptians, 
conscious to themselves of dealing treacherously with the Emperor, 
fearing,* lest falling into the hands of the Grecians, they should be 
punished according to fheir deserts, humbly petitioned the Caliph, 
that they might h^ve their old general Amrou restored, both upon the 
account of his being w^ll acquainted with the state of that kingdom, 
and his experience in war. This was no sooner asked than granted 5 
the exigency of affairs indispensably requiring it Amrou bring now 
in frill poorer, goes against Alexandria vfith. his %my> in which w&rera 
groat many fcophties, and among them the t^titor hjokahkas/ whb$e 
business it >a$ to provide things necessary for : the army Jn their 
mat< 3 t : Afrirou being come before Alexandria, found the Greek* in a 

’'uhd'hrid jibui bravely; . The obstinacy of their deforce 
:^lt^^'$wdre, r |f jGfod gave him the vjetor^ he Woiria pull'".dowih.- 
titt ! the 1 'town:, ami tnake it^as erisy of access as 

. 'hdus^i? jas good ' as his word,? 1 for when he h*^. ; taken tai* 

town, W^cfriwas uot long after, he demolished ati tfre : :writls and' forti- 
' freafiohs, „and - enrifri^ dismantled it very merci- 

* fiJfiy ‘ with * ^»d'‘ ','wAVea { d* 'llves^w he' 

"/fcould. ’ ' Anil £, Wostyie in that he stayed 
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fury of the Saracens, who were killing all they met; which Mosque 
was upon that* account called {Jdm'orrdhkmati}, the Mosque of 
mercy* Manuel, the Grecian Emperor’s general, being quite routed, 
retired, with so ma$y of his men asjhe could carry off, to the sea 
shore s where weighing anchor with a% pesjible speed, 'they hoisted 
sally and returned to Constantinople. From that time that most flourish- 
ing city, once the metropolis* of <$gypt, dwindled away and declined 
a-pade ^ so that there is little belonging to it that is worth taking 
notice of, only a good have'n, and some merchants store-houses. 

About this 'time, a.d, 647, Moawiya^ invaded Cyprus, and agreed' 
with the inhabitants^ upon this condition, that he should sh^re the 
revenues of that, island with the Grecian Emperor. So that the 
Cyprians were obliged to pay 7,200 ducats every year to Moawiyah, 
and the tike sum to the Emperor. The Mahometans enjoyed this 
tribute near two years, and were then dispossessed by the Christian^ 
The same year that M 0 a w i y ahd agre ed with the Cyprians, Othman 
sent Abdo’llah EbnAmir and- Said fibno’l Aas to invade Chorasan ; 
and to encourage their diligence, told them, * That which of them 
soever got thither first should have the prefecture of that territory/ 
They took a great many strong places, and , so streightened Yazdejerd, 
the Persjan king, that he was now so far from being able to meet the 
Saracens iivopeh field, that he was forced to shift about every way to 
save himself. And lest any^misfortune shouldvbe wanting to*compleat 
his ruin, ho was at* last betrayed by a treacherous servant; an un- 
happiness which frequently happens to princes in distress : for those 
who have any private pique against them take the opportunity offered 
by their misfortunes of being revenged : others, hoping to ingratiate 
themselves ^ith the conquering party, stick to do nothing that will 
oblige then*,, though to the utter ruin of their former masters. 

For Yazdejerd, distressed on every side, called in Tarchan, the Turk, 
to hte assistance, who came accordingly with aft army. But their stay 
was short, for Yazdejerd, upon a frivol&is account, affronted Tarchan, 
and sent him back again ; imprudently done in those desperate 
circumstances. ' He fiad ucte 4 a much wiser part, in putting 'ftp a, great 
many little pfftonts, rather than sending away those allies, which he 
could not subsist without Mahwa, a person of note, who had a spite - 
against his .master, Yazdejerd, takes the advantage of the Turk’s indig* 
who.highlyresln^ the affront, and sends to Tarchan,; telhfcg 
hitii, ^ That if ;he woidd come back and' revenge the affront, he wbula 
•; pot bO wanting to % assistance/ Upon this Tarchan returns ;’ y az^e* 
^d.meotS'-'him' With' the best preparation he could rnnkie ; !b|it 
beaten. In his fiight, the trailer® Mahwa sets updnjbim, ■■ 

destroys and disperses the shattered remains of his army whi<^^had 
escaped. Yasd^wi got*off himself, and coming. |o, a mU^ prof^ed 
the ipiUer Wt} his brncoiotsi fa d ring? ? shmA 
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not considering the worth of th# things which were offered him, much 
less the compassion which humanity obliges us to» show to alt in 
.distress^ especially our princes,, told him, ‘ That hn earned four pieces 
of silver with his mill every day, and if he would give him so mych 
money,; he would let it stjtdd $&U upon his account*: if not^ hp would 
not* Whilst they were debating this /natter, a party of iforse, which 
wfere in search of him, happened to coxfe to this place, where they 
found him, and killed lym. He was the*Iast king of the Persians; and 
fit the beginning of his reign, thd Persian' Aira, or date, whi< 5 h they 
use to this day, begins ; which is from him called Yazdejfcrdica. Thus 
the Persian government was entirely destroyed, <yid all the territories 
belonging to it fell into the hands of the Caliphs in the year 31 of the 
Hegirah, which began on August 20, A.D. < 3 $ 1. 
v OthMan, thtfugh a religious man in his way, and of '•a good dispo** 
sl^on, was nevertheless very unfit for government ; for he did a great 
many very impolitick things, whjch iilienated the minds of bis subjects 
from him, and, gave occasion to his enemies both to open thfeir mouths 
and take up arms against him. The first that we hear of who began 
to make a stir, and talk publickly against the Caliph, was one Abudar 
Alac&di, who openly railed at him, and made it his business to defame 
hint. Othman took no other notice of it, than only to forbid lym edin- 
hlg into his presence. Upon this, Abudar goes into " Syria, Where he 
continued detracting from the Caliph, and Aggravating every thing thdt 
might be objected against him. Moawiyah, at that time lieutenant of 
Syria, wrote to Othman : who thereupon sen t for Abddar tp Medinah, 
and put him into prison ; in which he continued till his death, winch 
was buf the year after. r 

But this was only the beginning of troubles to the Cqjiph ; for the 
Saracens grew every day worse than other. Factious and un^tsy 
spirits, when once they begin to /iisturb any government, never rest till 
thbybe either entirely ^crushed themselves, or else o^taiip tjikk ends. 
The murmuring increased dafly, and almost every province in the 
empire h^d something or other to complain of,pecuKar tp itself, bosses 
those grievatfccs which were common to them all; so that nil tW|kgJ| 
were in a flame {&egimh $^ July 10, 665). Every tnaJnW mouth -tyhs 
full of grieVqys accusations against th# Calipn, and complaints of his 
tt^thadmini^trariom Those things ^hich they principally laid 

he had reqpllcd Hhakem Ebnol Ms to Medinah* : 
’ . ^$$^ 4 ' b6'et* : banished % the prophet, andha&hot 'been recalled by ' 

- ! '#;hlsV;pr^de^S 9 orv AbnSeke^'pr: :Oftxay. 1 he ; remove^ 

' ‘ '^aUsis,. <&* 5>f those skto whom Omar-tuttf 

‘'rnitfci : ifb* yefectioh; of $, from. his prCf^tu^, i f and'pUt in 
‘ andtheif''’'';iMn, ; ; bf ; scandalous 1 ; cobvers^ion,' a .nub 

* t notoriouifbrftbet debquche^, . *Tte <, 3Be’%d)b^'t6q javish.bf - 
* the publick trt^ure^o bis friends* ajyi had .:giVeh" ; ;A^GtQ ? lfeb 400 ,$$$ ‘ 
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4 ducats, and Hhakem 100,000. That lie had removed Amrou Ebno’l 
4 Ads from the lieutenancy of ^Egypt, ahd put Said Abi Shdrehh into 
4 his place/ • llfis Said had been one of those that had helped to 
write the Alcvranj&M afterwards apostatized and left the profession of 
Mahometanism : whereupon Mahomet *re$8Wcd to kill him when he 
took Meccab, which was in ^tne eighth year of the* Bogirah ; but at 
Othman's intreaty, snared hi! life, and was content to banish him. 

* That •when he was first made Caliph, he presumed to sit upon the 

* uppermost part of the Suggestum or pulpit, where Mahomet himself 
4 used to sit ; whereas Abubcker always* sat one step lower, and Omar 
4 two/ These and a *great many other things made the people murmur 
at him. At last, in a publick assembly, he told them from the pulpit, 

4 That tljp money which was in the treasury was sacred, and belonged 
4 to God and that he [as being the successor of the? prophet] would 
4 dispose, of it to whomsoever he Thought fit, in spight of them ; a^d 

* threatened and cursed whosoever, should show any dislike of 
4 what he had said/ Ammar Ebn Yaser declared that, he disliked it. 
Upon which Othman commanded him to be beaten, and immediately 
some that stood by fell upon him, and beat him till he swooned. This 
soit of treatment so incensed the Arabs, that they gathered together, 
took arrhs,"ah 4 encamped within a league of Medinah, From their 
camp they sent an insolentjnessage to the Caliph, demanding of him 
either to do^that which wa! 'right and just (i.e* what they thought so), 
or else resign the government. The poor Caliph would now have done 
aiiy thing with alt his heart to have been at quiet. But this is observ- 
able, that the risings of seditious subjects are nbt to be laid by comply- 
ing with their demands, for the more is granted by the prince in such 
circumstandbs, the more they crave. He goes into . the pulpit which 
was in the Mosque at Medinah, and there solemnly before the whole 
congregation, calls God to witness, that be was heartily sorry for what 
was past,* 'ahd . that he repented. Bu^all to ^o purpose ; for by this 
time all the provinces were in an uproar, and the strength of the rebels 
enctehse4 4aily* T&ere wetf* few provinces but what sent some con- 
siderablomen, who met together at Medinah, to depbse 4 * Othman : 
Jdalec Alashtar brought zoo men with hinf from Cusa ; there came, 150 
from Basora ; 6oo from /Egypt^all upon this occasion. The Caliph 
oeiqg now in great perplexity, sent Mogeirah Ebn Shahah, and Amrou 
^Ebnol aAs, to treat with’ the malcontents, and endeavour to perswade 

. them to be detetmiftaed by the Atyran afid the Surnfy $ thatjS§,|he 
traditions of ftahoitoetj but that they h*d very little .thanks for thch: 
pains, for the '-rebels, used them peurvily, Then he sept A|i tp thgm ( 
(who ever since the death of Msfiiomet had expected tp be Calij^, and 
had a very considerable party) him they received with more reverence, 
; <uid he bound liitpself tq see that all that Othman prbmh^d them 
should be performed i and to make them the mere easy, Othman and 
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Ali get both their hands to ,a paper, in which they promised to remove 
the causes of their grievances. Then the .Egyptians demanded to 
have Abdo'llab ISbn Said removed from the lieutenancy Of yfigypt, 
and Mahommed, the sop oj Abubeker, put iu /his room i which 
Othman readily complied with, arid {signed his commission, This 
condescension' of ‘the Caliph, seemingly satisfied them pretty well ; so 
that the parties were dissolved, and etfery man returned to his own 
country. The storm teemed to be blown over/ and any mar* would 
have thought that the Caliph had no reason to doubt qf going to .the 
grave in peace. But what wilbnot treachery do ? There ^as nothing 
omitted by the Caliph’s enemies, which might foment these prejudices 
in the people, that they had already conceived against him, Ayesha, 
Mahomet’s widpw, was his mortal enemy. Certainly it would much 
better have become one that pretended to have been*the wife of an 
inSpired prophet, to have Spent the days of her widowhood iifdevotion 
and good works, rather than in doing mischief, and embroiiing^the 
state. But slfe was so prejudiced in" favour of Telha, the $6n of 
Zofeezr, whom she would fain have raised to the dignity of Caliph, that 
no consideration of goodness or decency could hinder her from 
designing the death of Othman. Another of his greatest enemies was 
* Mahomet, Abubeker's son, the same whom the A£gypt$ns hachdesirecl 
for their prefect But none did him menu harm than Merw&n Ebrioil 
Hhakem, his secretary, who may justly be lobked upon as the principal 
cause of his ruin, which was occasioned thus. * # 

As the Egyptians which were gathered together to depose Othman 
were upon their journey homewards from Medinah, with Mahomfct, the 4 
son of Abubeker, their new lieutenant, they mot with a messenger 
carrying letters from the Caliph to Abdollah Ebn Said, <tt that tipie 
lieutenant of yEgypt Him, upon examination, they detained, and 
opened "his letters, in wjuch they* found orders given to Abdo’llah 16 
this effect : 6 As soon as Mahomet, the son of Abubeker^ and tt. and N. 
&c,, shall arrive in Asgypt, cut off their hands and feet, and impde 
' This letter had Othman’s seal and suparscriplihh, $e whole 
'"bigness being managed by the villany of the secretary, ! M&wa% whh ; 1 
. cc^tjSyed letter himself las he had done ma«y others to the Caliph*s ; ; 

‘ g^t mimAya^ jft/itaJM. it might fall into the h^uii 5 . 

of the . 4 m ' j»crrpb>e to ne-inSam6 'thew difference which bridj : .■ 

by t^cpnd^ensiion'rfthe Caliph, been infa gtimi 

' meagre is *ho jjmni matterytri g^ss ho^ Mahomet/: 
Ab»|hekef« 'iheyAEgypd? t^'thaf 1 we^with' ’hhh,; were - affected, 

1$^)were &atk mad ; and ho ililahguegej’ho ye*/; 

, verigeL wjjrii. , thought ! sufficient for Wfc. that d^lighcd such cruelty 1 to*; * 

, 1 %£u . , • 'Tifcf? bhsh^at&y 'hasten ' /Mtediriah*; 'hikking latgfc.’ 

bow ''Sid* aci |kd ‘ * 
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. danger* Such stories as this seldom l&se anything in the telling, espe- 
cially considering that the wound was hut just skinned over and not 
healed— there being, besides the faction at court, a great many dis- 
affected persons, spared not to say the worst of the, Caliph. The 
news of the Egyptians returning flies immediately all over the country, 
and how, if they had not accidentally intercepted Gthman’s letter to 
Abdo’Uah, they must have suffered the utmost cruelty. Upon this, all 
people unanimously detested the person of the £aliph ; and those who 
had come before from Cufa and Bhsora, and had returned upon the # 
accommodation that was made, were scarce got home before, alarmed 
with this news, they came bade again to assist the Egyptians jn the 
deposing Othnian, This letter, they thought, excused whatsoever they 
did, and, thpse who did not believe that the Caliph wrote it, c&uld make 
use of tHht pretence to vilify him, in order to gain theft end At last, 
they besieged him in his own house ; he, in the meantime, proffering 
all mhnnecof satisfaction that cdbld, reasonably be demanded, and 
declaring his repentance for* wlmt he had done amjss. gut all in vain 
—they were resolved to be revenged on him, who, indeed, had never 
intended them any injury. When he perceived himself streightened, 
he sent to his cousin Ali, and asked him, < If he had a desire to see his 
cousin nvirtjiered, and his own kingdom rent in pieces V Ali answered, 
‘By no means.* *And upon this sent his two sons, Hasan and Hosein, 
to defend him and keep tho^ate, that he mightmot suffer any\iolence. 

I am verily perswadad that Ali did not mean any harm to the Caliph, 
bat whether it was because he had a prospect of succeeding him, and 
upon that account was loath to disoblige the Muslemans, who he*pcr- 
cetved were altogether set against Othman, or for what other reason, it 
is plain that^he did not assist him with that vigour and earnestness 
which might otherwise have been expected. Tis true, he sent Hasan 
and Hosein, but they, when the besiegers had streightened the Caliph 
for want of Water* left him to their mercy. Th^i Mahomet, Abubeker’s 
son, and Ammar Ebn Yaser with several others, entered the house, 
where th&y found the Caliph with the Alcoran in his lap. They imme- 
diateiy fefiupon him^Snd oneV them wounded him in tbe tffroat with 
, a,da*$'; a second stabfted him with his sword. As soon as he fell, 
another sat Upon his brlast, anc^ wounded him in nine places. Thus 
d&4 Ofchmah, the third after Mhhomet, when he was 82 years old, of 
winch h% had reigned rifear twelve. Authors differ concerning the time : 
of his being besieged,in his house, but*t semns to have been afepursii 
weeks. He lay uitburi<*d for three tiays ; at last he was removed 
Whose order I find not), bloody as hd^as, and buryed in the 
eloaths fee was killed in, without sp •ttmch as being washed, or^he least 
funeral solemnity— at iremarkaWe instance , of the vanity of human great* 
'mm, and the uncertainty •of alF Worldly felicity, - , # ■■ 

As to his person, he was ver^ tdU, of a good c^tenahce, dark com- 
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plexion, and a large beard. His *vay of living was commendable enough 
for aSaraceu, He was very constant and diligent in perfoiming religious 
exercises, frequent in reading and meditating the Alcoran, and fasted 
vciy often. His cliaiity was very extensive, his riches very great 
Though he was very hardly Ui£d, yet it must not bettenied that he had 
given some oc'asvons for the people to think ill of him, whiSh a politick 
gbvernour would have avoided : for he v /as so much inclined to ptefer 
his own family and friends, that he scarce ever c msidered their met it i 
fiom whence this inconvenience must n<$cc£sauty follow— that ft gteut 
many nien would at this rate Ido put into places of the greatest tuist, 
which were no way qualified for the discharge of 4 heir duty ; and d 
they did anything amiss, the Caliph who piefened them was sure to 
bear a great share u the 1 Elections which were made. Besides, 
through the treachery of that villain Mcrvvan, his secretary, a gieat 
myny ill things* were laid to his charge which he had no hand in. For 
it was a common thing with him tdfset Othman’s seal to letters which 
oftentimes contained very scandalous commands to governours of pro- 
vinces, by which means the people were kept in an aversion to him ; 
and these disturbances being constantly fomented by his enemies, they 
never ceased, till at last they deprived him both of government and life. 


ALI ELECTED CALIPH, 

An. Ileg. JS‘ July 10 , A.D. 65$. 

FOURTH FROM MAIIOMET. 

tr is very well w’orth observing in the beginning of lhte f history, that 
the seeming agreement of the Arabians in the possession of the same 
religion had not suffk ion influence upon them to extinguish old grudges 
and family quan els. Telha and'AzzobSir, two leading mennmoftgst them, 
and Ayesha, Mahomet’s youngest and best beloved wife, were All’s irre- 
concilabl^and implacable enemies. llovVh\er,AB»havingmatTiedPhate- 
mah, Mahomet’s daughter, the Arabians, there being no male issue remain- 
ing of their prophet, favoured his interest, desirfus of being governed by 
a succession of Caliphs descended frouft the Joyns of Mahomet Tellja 
and Arrobdir were so Well apprized of this, that they thought it pru- 
dence to dissemble their, hatred so far, that the very same day on 
which Othman was murdered, they took the oath of allegiance to Ali, 
with a stedfa&t resolution ofbreuklng it, as soon as a favourable oppor- 
tunity sltbuld offer itself. The case* was that the inhabitants of several 
provinces, who had come together from ali quarters of the empire*— 
from Syria/ /Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, and# Arabia— upon the account 
of the complaints made against Othman, were rcsohred not to be kq t 
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in suspense, but to know whom they^vere to depend upon for their 
emperor, end threatened all the candidates with death if they did not 
speedily fix upon some one or other, Some of the Bassoiians favoured 
TclJja ; the Cusiaus, Egyptians, add the greatest part of the Arabians, 
were fbr All. Zob\r had a party of the JlasSbfians in his interest, who 
threatened ffim with death if life did not either taka the government 
upon himself, or take care to S$c it’conferreyi upon some other person, 
In this confusion several of them came to Ali, and desired him to 
accept lof the government'; to whith he answered, ‘That he t had no t 
need of it himself, but had much rathcr # give his consent to the choice 
of any person they, should agree upon/ They still insisted that there 
was none so well qualified as he, whether he were considered with re- 
gard to his personal accomplishments or his near relation to the prophet, 
lie replied, < That he had much rather serve any jicrsun they should 
think fit to chase* in the capacity of a Vizier, than take the government 
upon himself. Upon his obstinate refusal, a great many of them of tne 
several provinces, who were -all veil enough satisfyed with the murder 
of Otliman, but could not, so well agree in the choice o£ a successor, 
perceiving also that all those of the family of Ommiyah, of which more 
hereafter, that had an oppoitunity,had withdrawn themselves, came in 
a tumultuous manner to the chief inhabitants of Mcdinah, and told 
them that lllcy were the proper persons to determine this controversy; 
adding, that they would alJqn them one day to consider of it, In which 
time, if it wqs not concluded, Telha, Zob#r, Ali, and several others, 
should be put to the sword. Upon this they came to Ali in the evening, 
earnestly intreating him to consider the condition of their religion,#vho 
still declining it, and desiring them to think of some other person, they 
said, ‘ We adjure thee? by God ! Dost not thoi> consider in what con* 
dition we are *—dost thou not consider the religion (Arab. A //s/am) ? — 
dost not thou consider the distraction of thepeopld? — dost thou not 
fear God ?* Overcome at last with these pathooical expostulations, he 
answered, ' If 1 comply with you in this* I shall deal with you accord* 
ing to the best of my knowledge ; and, if you excuse me, there will be 
no other difference between y< Hi and me but this ; that X shall be one 
of the most submissive rmd obedient to whomsoever you shall set over 
me/ He resolved not t<* accept of their allegiance in private, for they 
prqperetl to give him their hands%-the customary ceremony then in use 
among Ujetn upon such«occasions— -at his own house, but would have 
it performed publickly at the mosque, th&t all.parties might be satisfied, 
and have no justifiable cause qf complaint* knowing very well that 
Aycsha, Telha, Azzobeir (or Zobeir), and th% whole house of Ommiyah 
—of which Moawiyab, then Othmqpfc lieutenant in Syria, was* chief— 
.would never omit the least opportunity of giving him the utmost di$~ 
jurbance that lay in their power. Wherefore, in the mornh% he went 
40 the mosque, dressed in a thin tqtton gown, tied about him with * 
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girdle, a coarse turbant upon hU head, his slippers in one hand and a 
bow in the other, instead of >a walking-staff. Telha and Zobeir, not 
being present, they were sent for, and came and offered him their 
hands as a mark or token of their approbation, /tli bad them, if *thcy 
did do it, be in good earnest,, otherwise he would g/vc his own hand to 
either of them that would accept of the government, whfth they both 
refused, and gave him theirs. The * astern nations arc generally 
addicted to superstition, and great observers oh omens. When Telha 
^o/Tcred Ali his hand, which had been very much damaged and* broken 
by some wounds which he had received* in the wars, one that was pre- 
sent si id, * That it was a bad sign, and that it was like to be but a lame 
soit of business that was begun with a lame hand.* 

Soon after this was over, Telha and Zobeir, with some others of their 
parly, came to Ali, and complained to him of the murder of«Othman } 
insinuating, that it ought by all means to be revenged, and proffering 
their service. Their secret design Jwa$ to take the first opportunity of 
making a disturbance among Me people, which they did not in the 
least question would end infallibly in the destruction of Ali and his 
party. Ali told them, ( That he very well understood their meaning ; 

* representing to them at the same time, how impracticable an mulct - 

* taking it would be to pretend to do any thing to such a number, and 
4 of such considerable force ; desiring them to inform him, if it weie 

* in thetf power, what proper method they could propose to answer their 

* end. They told him, they knew of none. He swore, nor he either, 

* unless it were the uniting of all thirties together, if it should so please 
4 Ged j adding, that these dissentions had their foundation laid in the 
1 times of ignorance } (meaning, that they were ancient family quarrels 

* before Mahomet's pretence to inspiration) that these discontented 
6 people would still increase j for the Devil never left the place he had 

* taken possession of, after once he had made a beginning. In such an 

* affair as this, says he, one party will approve of what you propose, a 

* second will be of a different opinion, and the thud will dissent from 

* both the former. Wherefore consult among yourselves/ 

Ali in the mean time was very instant with mo Coreisb (the most 
noble tribe of the Arabian*) walking about ffcoin one to the other, and 
taking all possible opportunities of caressing fincm. He did not fail to 
express the sense he entertained of their excellency, and the depend* 
ancc of the welfare of the people upon their authority ; fo* he was 
extremely concerned at the heats and divisions which he observed 
among the people, and especially ut the sudden departure of the Qnv 
miy&n family. When nothing ‘could be concluded upon, Telha and 
Zobeir begged of Ali, one of them -the government of Cufah, the other 
Jlasorah (both places of very great importance, thd one situate upon 
the eastern bank of the river Euphrates* tae*>ther two miles westward 
of ihe Tigris) upon pretence that * if any thing extraordinary should 
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happen, they would take horse at a miifuto’s warning. He told them 
that he would consider of that matter, though other historians say, 
that he put them- off with a compliment, telling them that he had no 
bod£ about him of(q*ial capacity with themselves, or so proper to con- 
sult withal iij such emergencies, as such ;vneflr«established government 
was likely to be exposed to.; wh*ch answer of his touched them to the 
quick ; and they knowing tlutvAyeslu was. at Meqpah, having gon£ 
thither on pilgrimage vfhilsl Othman was bosiegqjl, begged leave of him 
to go timber, which was granted. # . . 

As soon as Ali was acknowledged Caliph, he resolved to take away 
the governments mk 1 # lieutenancies from all those pci sons who had 
been put in by Othman his predecessor. Almogeirah the son of Said 
advised him to forbear .1 little, at least till he should find himself nioie 
firmly established in his government, which Ali did rfbt approve of. 
Thp day after Almogeirah made him another visit, and told him th^l 
he had chtinged his opinion/at the lame time advising him to follow 
his own way, and proceed according to'what he had at $rst proposed 
himself* In the midst of this conference between Ali and Almogcirah 
Abdollah the son 01 Abbas (who was at Meccah when Othman was 
killed, but upon the election of Ali was newly returned to Mcdinah) 
rhaheed to come in, and finding Ali and Almogeiiah together, took 
occasion'to enquffe of Ali what had been the subject of their discourse. 
Ati told him that Ahnogeiraif had advised him to continue Moawiyah 
and the rest «f Othmai/s lieutenants in their places till they should 
come in of their own accord, and he was fixed in his government ; 
which I, added he, not approving, he came and told me to day that he 
had altered his opinion, and that I was in the right. The son o# Abbas 
told him, ‘That Almogeirah had given him good advice the first time, 
but the last was treachery. 1 He told him, * 1 hat he was afraid that all 
Syria, over which Moawiyah was lieutenant would fall off from him ; 
that there yvas no confidence to be reposed in Ttlha and Zobeir ; that 
there was reason rather to suspect that*they would both be in arms 
against him. Wherefore/ says he, * I advise you to continue Moawiyah 
in his place till he submits to your government ; and wheif hclbas once 
done that, leave it to m£ to pull him out of <his house by the ears for 
you Whensoever you desire it/ fyi swore by God, ‘ That nothing should 
be^Moawiyah’s foitune but the dtvord/ Upon which the other told 
him, Vfh*t he was indcdU a man of courage, but wanted conduct/ Ali 
told him, ‘That it was his business to oljpy/ Almogeirah replied, 
‘That he did not find himself uodcr'nny such obligation/ Thus the 
conference broke up, and* in a short timfi ^fmogeirah retired to Meccah. 

The greatest part of the lielper$#dtime in, except a few that ifad b etu 
Qthumn’s almpneis and other. officers. Hence it seems Came the title 
of the Motazcb, which in ifngUsh signifies Separatism because when 
All was proclaimed; they weie of the opposite pspty. 


2Q*~* 
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Atijde&f to all representations *to the contrary, resol ved to ltiake a 
thorough reformation of all the lieutenancies ; and in, the beginning of 
the next year, sent out his new officers to their , respective' provinces. 
Othmati the son of Haniph was ^ordered to Basrah. Ammaralj the 
son of i&bal to Cufah w$s one of the flycra). Abdallah the son of 
Abbas to ArabiarFaelix (he was one of«lhe helpers). And Sahelthe son 
Of Haoiph, another of the; helpers, to Sfria. 

• When Sahel came to Tabuk he, met with a pfirty of horse ; who de* 
t mandeej of him, ( To $ive an account of himself/ He answered, ‘ That 
he was governor of Syria ;* |hey told \im 9 1 That if anyone besides 
Othm®h had sent him, he might go bade again about his business/ He 
asked them, e If they had not bcemi informed of^the fate of OthmanP 
They told him, * Yes/ Perceiving that there was no room for him 
there, he returned back tp Ali. Kais went into /Egypt, wheife he was 
exposed by a party of the Othjnanians, who refused to submit to Al/s 
government till justice was donef upon the murtherers of dthman, 
Othman the son of ^Haniph went to B?sorah, where lie fount! the pdbplc 
divided. And receiving information that the Cubans were resolved 
not to change their governor, returned to Ali, with the news of their 
resolution. Abu Musa Alashari was then the ^governor of Cufah, put 
in by Othpnan. AbidolUh went to -Arabia Fsdix, where Yali governed 
Vby Ottoman's commission. Yali resigned to him ; b«,t plundered thq 
treasury fust ; and making the best of hi^ way to Meccah, delivered 
the money tp Ayesha, Telha and Zobeir. r ... . * 

The Separatists in the mean time, least they should be wanting in ' 
any thing that might possibly give any disturbance to Alps. government, 
carriedsOthmim’s bloody shirt, in which he was murthcred, into Syria;, 
where they made a; vepy good use of it. Sometinte it was spread upon 
the pulpit ; and sometimes carried about in the army. fo inflame the 
matter, his wife's fingers, that wale cut off at the time when he Was nutr- 
tliered, were pinned upon the sliirt This Sight daily exposed to open 
View, put the Syrian army, w>p were very much indebted to QthnWs 
. munificence, into a rage ; nothing would serve but the revenging liis 
, death. Sfcndi'they indeed were in good Earnest f*but the whole se^et 
1 rifithis affah lyes hete.Ayesha, telhay and Zpbejr were always<enemjiic$ 

, to Othman, and the contrivers of his death arid destruction. .But'^hen!" 

1 they saw Ali ejected, whom they equally.. hated, they made use pf 
man # $ real and sincere friends as instruments of their mali^p 
hitfu different accounts they* '■dll’ qnsitumpuriy joihedt% : ■■ 

fcS: the n»mh^a^O 

' ’ As k>bn ! a£ -Sahel return^ vrith his answer from $yria, which wds be*\ 
foreT^lha and Zobeir had taken Jeave^he senV for them both,,; 
/and told, them * what he badca^ against before, was now 

. come ||?pgs wer<? carried too great an height already ; 



Ol'fLEY'S N/STORP OF THE SARACEN 1 EMPfiRM. 1309 

to be made up without such an expecUJnt, as should make all parties , 
easy ; that sedition was like fire, the 'more it burnt, the stronger it 
grew and the brighter it shined/ They then asked him , i To give them 
lea\£ to go out of tyledinah, and* if the disturbance increased, they 
would be answcraSlc for it/ What ans\)per ttc* gave them 1 cannot so 
well tell, because I am not *irc of the true reading in my obscure 
manuscript. Here give me lfiavc once to s&y, that if I were not desti- 
tute of Arabick typesf I would never be ashamed to confess my igno- 
rance of any passage that 1 djd not perfectly understand, but print it 
in the original ih the margin ; that I, might have an opportunity of 
being informed by-the learned*; and they might collate it with other 
copies, , But to guess once at his sense ; the first that I should chusc 
should be this : ‘ I will contain as long as it is possible ; if nothing 
will do, !*mu$U apply caustics/ He wrote forthwith Moawiyah in 
Syria, and Abu Musa at Cufah. Abu Musa satisfied him- that all the 
Cufians Were entirely at his serviced; but sent him at the same tilde a 
catalogue of those who came irw of then* own accord at |jr$t ; and those 
that afterwards of course followed the majority. Moawiyah did not 
vouchsafe to give him one word of answer to all his messages ; till 
about three months after Olhman’s death, he called a messenger and 
delivered him a letter sealed up with this subscription : * From Moa- 
wiyah t& Afi/ f hen giving him private instructions, he sent him awoy 
tb Medinah, and Alfs me&enger along with#liim, whom h£ had de- 
tained all this while. 9 He went into Medinah, according to his direc- 
tions, in the evening (when he was, like to bo seen by most people ; for 
in those hot countries the streets are most frequented in the cool *f the 
day), and carried the packet aloft upon a staff. The people who were 
well enough appraised of Moawiyalf s disaffection to Ali, thronged after 
him with listening cars, earnestly expecting the contents of his mes- 
sage, ' When Ali opened the letter it yas a meer blank, not so much ,as 
one word.writtcn in it, which he rightly undetstood as a token of the 
utmost contempt arid defiance. Then masking the messenger, ‘ What 
news/ he answered, ‘That there were no less than 60,000 men in arms 
undfcr Qthman’s shirf^which fes set up as a standard npon*the pulpit 
of Bathascus/ Ali ,asl&d, * Whether or no they required the blood of 
Otbpkn at liis hands ?* Calling God to witness that he was not guilty 
ofc irand begging his assistance,* Then turning to Ziyad who sat by 
lnttifherfokl him ‘ That there must of necessity be a war in Syria / 
Which Ziyad soon communicated to the people. Air did all that ih 4 luiyi 
lay to encourage them* atnd wrote circular letters round about to all the 
provinces to demand their assistance,* , 1 - ' 

, Whilst he was making this preparation, he was informed M the ix* 
volt of Telha, Zobeir, and Aycsha, who had formed a terrible conspir- 
acy against him at Meecalu * For all the • m#?CQn'tentfy .particuWy 
.. .those of the house of Ommiyah, "Which Was Otnftiayfe family, Joined to 
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the cashiered governors \ and hh^ng their prophet's widqwat the head 
of them, who declared herself openly against Ah* gatherod together 
considerable Forces, and resolved upon a war. Tetha*and Coheir h$d 
acquainted them at Meccah, in what an unsettled^condltion AJtfs affairs 
were at, litedinah, whiqb induced Ayesha to polyade, them to go 
thither,; and strike at the very root. Others were of opinion that it was 
hesjt to join the Syrians ; but upon consecration that Moawiyeh alone 
was sufficient to secure that part of the country/and besides that Telha 
had a good interest atf Basorah, they resolved upon that expedition ; 
'and accordingly caused this proclamation to be mado about the streets 
of Mcgeah ; * The mother of the faithful, and Telha, and Zobeir arc 
going in person to Basorah, Whosoever therefore is desirous of 
Strengthening the religion, and fighting voluntarily 40 revenge the death 
of Othman, if he hath no convenience of riding let him court' They 
mounted 600 volunteers upon the like number of camels. .They .went 
otfc'of Meccah about 1000 strong ;jhnd the people joined them in their 
march till they were about 3000" Menbah. had presented Ayesha with 
a camel, whos6 name was Alascar, which in the Arabick language sig- 
nifies the army. It cost him roo pieces. There is no certainty as to 
the value of the Arabick coins. As near as I cap guess, I should take 
one of those pieces, of gold to be worth almost half a guinqa Of bur 
money ; according to which computation, Aysha’s c&meTcosft about. 
50 pounds. Mounted upon this camel in flitter' she headed the forces 
in their march from Meccah towards Basorah. A 3 theyiwere on the 
road they , came to a rivulet called Jowab r on the ride of . which there 
was ^ village of the same name* Alt the dogs of the village came run- 
ning ou&in a body, and fell a barking at Ayesha; who thereupon imme- 
diately asked what was* the name of the place in a great surprize. Being 
informed that it. was called Jowab, she quoted that vf?r»icte of the 
AWoran, which is frequently made use pf in cases of imminent danger, 

* Wc are resigned to G*d, and to" him we have recourse' (cka$, j%£ t$ 
declaring, * That she would not stir a step further ; that she had heard 
; $he, prophet fcyryvhen he was travelling with his wives, 
known it,*aftd the> should have lodged Within tlRrbarkingqf thed^, 
of jfpwab. w .Besides thatUe had told her formerly * That , ' 

should, time or other be barked%, by the' 
place* that shd ought to Hake care of i£, because she ftouid find hehsalf 
in a bad condition, 4 nd in very great danger." * Hereupon 
het^m^i uptown Jeg to ,make him kneel, in order to alight, ' 
aalved^ftay there all night, vTdfe^aud Azfcobete could not 
to tnafee of : tfta whimsy » of' what impotence it % 

thetri to precipitate their haying ypiy good 

, that^AU wdpld not ^tojdi^ #nd 
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would not stir; atlast onedf them ^ci!ed out, * Quick, quick, yonder 
comes Ali r upon which they all immediately scampered, and made the 
best of their, way to Basorah^ 

3Jhe historians tafc that this was the first solemn and publick lye 
that was ever told\ince the'beginning of M^hometism ; whether it be 
so of hot, i$ not so very material this is most certain .that they who 
made it, found their account Iw it, *for it conveyed t^em with incredible 
speed to Basorah. • 

Othman, who was Ali*s governor *in that place, was able jto mak§ 
but a weak resistance After a skirmish in which he lost forty of his 
men, he was taken prisoner. ’They tore his beard and eye-brows out 
by the rpots, and after a short confinement dismissed him. 

One of our authors is a little more particular. He says that Ayesha 
wrote to Othman at Basorah, and to the rest of the pit>vinces, exciting 
them to revengfrthe death of Othman ; magnifying his goM qualities ; 
and applauding (as she always ha<4 done since his death) the sincerity 
of his repentance, and the barbarity o{ the murdei;: inveighing against 
his enemies, as if they had broke through and* trampled upon every 
thing th$t was sacred* Othman sent two messengers to her. She 
gave them a hearing, answered them in such like terms. When they 
refumed and made their report, the Basorians were in confusion, 
Othmaft, a*helj#ess timorous man, disswaded them from enterprising 
Anything till the arrival the emperor of the faithful, and having 
substituted Ammar \p. his room, withdrew to his own house. Annnar 
called the men to arms, and went to the mosque to hold a consults 
tion. One of th^m stood up and said, ‘If these people come hither 
out of fear, they are come out of a country where a bird may* be safe. 
If they make enquiry after the blood of Otfhman, we did not kill 
Othman,: wHbrefote take my advice, and send them back to the place 
from Whence they came.’ Then another rose up and said, ‘Either 
they susppet us guilty of the murther of Othmfn * or they come to ask 
our Assistance against those that did nvurther him, whether belonging 
40 Tfiisorator had no sooner spoke, but some of the 

company 'threw dusT^n his tace ; by which Ammar percSivcd that 
'4hey ( ’WdA faction in tfte Basorah which much discouraged him. In 
time, Ayesha'advancjpg nearer, the Basorians went out to 
;h*eet;her f and they that were So inclined went over to her. They 
had i debate : Telha began first, and harangued the people in thfe 
praise pf Othman ; lie was seconded by Zojp&x, who was succeede&$y 
AyOsha. When she had .uttered what shg had to say with i ihejf.' '&d 
shrill yoice, the company was divided, some said she’ had ' 

right, the opposite party gave the*f the life ; till at last 
throwing the graviel and pebbles in one another^ fdce$. '■ Which . 
Ayesha, perceived she sdigbte&j and one of theArabs made up ■ 
said ; * O mother bf the |ailhfol ! • Tjbe ipurtherlng Af Othntian 
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was a thing of less moment, ftian thy coming out from thy house 
upon this cursed camel Thdu had$t a veil and a *protcction from 
God ; but thou hast rent the veil, and set at nought the protection. 
The same persons that are now witnesses of thy quarrelling here will 
also be witnesses of thy diath,, If thou earnest to u/of thy^jwn accord 
return hack to thy own house ; if thou Earnest hither by force, call for 
assistance . 1 At t^e same time a youn&Anan came up to Telha and 
Zobeir, and told them he perceived they had brought their pother 
along with them, and asked them Whether or no they had not brought 
their wives too ? All this was to reproach A>csha for her impudence, 
in engaging herself in this expedition. At last they drew their 
swords, and fought till night parted them. The next day they fought 
again ; in which skirm'sh most were killed on Olhman’s side, and a 
gieat many wounded on both sides. When they grew Weary of 
fighting they began to parley : and agreed upon this article : that 
a messenger should be sent to Mvdinah to enquire whether Tqjha 
and Zobeir caipe into the inauguration of AU voluntarily ot by com- 
pulsion. For there lay the whole difficulty. If they came in volun- 
tarily, all the Muslemans would have treated them as rebels ; if 
by compulsion, their party thought they could justify their stand- 
ing by them* When the messenger arrived at Medina^, end de- 
livered his errand, they were all silent for a while. last Asanujt 
stood up^nd said that they were compelled. Ilis saying so had like 
to have cost him his life ; if a friend of his, a man of autl'brity among 
them, lud not taken him by the hand and led him homo. To whom 
Asamah said, he did not think it to be a matter of such importance as 
now he perceived it was. As soon as Ali heard ^his news, he wrote 
to Othman, and taxed the weakness of his conduct ; tclljng him that 
• Ayesha, Telha and Zobeir hud not rejected or set themselves in 
opposition to a pa{ty, but to the. whole body of the people. That if 
nothing less than the deposing him would satisfy them, they were 
altogether without excuse : bf.t if they had any other ptoposals to 
make, they might be considered on boil^ sides. JjVhilc these matters 
were transacting ac Mcdinah, Ayeslu's party sciu to Othman to cope 
out. Who answered that their demand was typt conformable to the 
agreement, which was to stay for an, answer from Medinah* Not- 
withstanding which, Telha and Zobeir * resolved to omit no favourattte 
opportunity, took the advantage of a tempestuous night, fthd* got 
into* the Mosque $ where jifter a skirmish, in which about forty of 
Ottoman's men were killed, he wa £ himself seized, and word sent to 
Ayesha to know which way she Ivould please tp dispose of him. The 
first sentAice she pronounced was cfenth ; but upon one of Iter women 
saying to her, * I adjure thee by God and the companions of (he 
apostle do not kill him that sentence wa* changed into forty stripes, 
and imprisonment. r * 1 , * 
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We now leave Aycsha, Tellia and /Sdbcir in the possession of Ba- 
sorah, taking the ’suffrages of the people "Tor themselves, and look l>ac f : 
to Medinah. • Where Ali mode a speech to the people, having tlrst 
(cts is always their ^iritom) given due pi.iise and thanks to God; in 
which he saijl, ‘thelatter end of this affair 'will not be rectified by 
any other means than those by hhij.li it was begun f therefore help 
God, and he will help you, an*& direct youi, affairs.' But this is ihh 
ease always when therfc is a strong competition : most people love to 
stand neuter, and net the part pf spectators, till they sec on whjf h side, 
the scale will turn, rather tlian expose tlynmchcs to npp.ucnt danj 01. 
Though Ali was exceedingly w'cll beloved, and they knew veny well 
that he was faiily elected; yet all his eloquence, though he was 
allowed to be the best orator in that age, was not sufficient to move 
his audio dee to*stir in good earnest. Which Ziyad perceiving, lie slept 
to AJi of his ovviTsiccord, and said, {Let whosoever will hold back,j^e 
‘ wijl hold forward.' Then stood Sup^ two of the religious, hclpns, 
doctors of the law, and pronounced this sentence, AJJitum, that 1 ». 
the decision is this. The lMAN OlHMAN mxsikr ok hie 'i\vo 
TESHMONllb DID NOT DYE DY THE MASTER OF THE TWO *] J\s‘U- 
MONIEvS, That is in shoit, Ali is not guilty of the death of Othn.an. 
By' the two testimonies they mean the two articles of their faith, 

* There is but orft God, Mahomet is the apostle of God/ Which sen- 
tence fotmally pronounced favour of Ali was* mighty induct ment to 
them to engage in his quarrel One of the Ansars said to All, ‘The 
apostle of God, upon whom be peace, put me on this sword ; which 1 
have sheathed a long while ; but now it is high time to diawit agffmst 
these wicked men wtyo arc always deceiving the people/ The* mother 
of Salnah sai^ ‘ O emperor of the faithful ! If it would not be a sin 
against God, and that thou wouldest not accept of me, I would go 
with thee myself; but here is my eputin german, who, by God is 
dearer tome than my own life, let him go with lie c and puitake of thy 
fortunes/ lliin Ali accepted, and afterwards made governor of Bch- 
brfn* There marched with him about 900 out of Medinah, apd at fust 
ho conceived some Jurpes of overtaking Aycsha and her company 
before their arrival at llpsorah ; but being mfoimcd at a place called 
Arrabdah that it was in vain : rested here to take fatllicr consider 
atfbn. 

Tlflthc* came his son # IIasan to him # and told him that he had given 
him his advice in thtco particulars, and thjii now as the consequence 
of his refusing it, he might expect to ]>o yrm dcicd to-morrow without 
anybody to help him. Upon Ali's den unding what those particulars 
might be ; Tlasan answered, * In %fic first place, I advised you when 
Othtnan was besieged, to go oqt of the city, that you might not We in 
it when he should be killed. Then secondly, I advised you not to be 
Inaugurated till the ambassadors bf the tribes of the Arabs should 
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come lo you; and all the pitnUnces were come in* Last of all, l 
advised you when this womarf and those men went«out, to sit still at 
home till they should be reconciled : so that if there were.any mischief 
done, the blame might rather be laid upon some jpther person Jhan 
yourself/ To which Ah •ansjvered ; ‘As to your Crst, if^ l had gone 
out of the city when Othman was # bericgcd ; that had been the way 
forme to have been surroynded myself/ Then, as to your saying that 
I ought not to have been inaugurated till all the tribes came in 5 you 
ought to know that the dispossfl of t$ic 'government is a privilege 
‘peculiar to the Medinians or helpers ; and we weie notfwilling to lose 
it. Aafor your last ad\icc, that I should have sab still at home after 
Ayesha and Zobeir were gone forth ; how could \ do that in these cir- 
cumstances, or who would ? Would you have me lurk in a hole like a 
wild beast till Che is digged out ? If I do not myself look after what 
concerns me in this affair, and provide for my necesUry defence, who 
wifa look after it ? Therefore, son, Jiold you your tongue/ r * 

During his slay aj Arrabdah/he sent Mahomet the son of Abubelccr, 
and Mahomet the son of Jaafa, to his friends at Cufah with a letter, 
in which he did not so much press them to light for him, as to come 
and arbitrate between him and those that had made a separation fiom 
him. lie told them, ‘ Ilow much lie picforred them to all the resf of 

* the provinces, and what confidence he u posed in totn*in flic time 
4 of lu-a ftttrcuuty. That they should liety the religion of God, an!i 
4 repair to him in order to make use of such meaty* as mij|ht be proper 

* for the reconciling this divided people, and making them brethren 
4 ag«p n/ He did not neglect in the meantime sending to Medmah, 
ftorn whjance he was plentifully supplied with horses, arms, and all 
necessaiies. In his public haiangucs he represented to the people, 

* the great blessing which God had indulged them in giving them the 
4 religion, whereby those tribes jverc united that formerly used to rc- 

* duce one another to st despicable condition. That this p^aco c Oft* 

* tinued, till this man (meaning Othman) fell into the hands of this 
1 people, whom the devil had set on work to make a disturbance* 

4 Howovef that it was necessary that ttiis peofffe should be divided 
4 as other nations had beenrbefore it ; and thafwe must call to God to 
4 avert the present evil’ Then turning to his son, he said, 4 Whatso 
4 ever is, is of necessity And the toe will come when this people 
4 shall be divided into scventy-thiec sects ; thd worst of which will be 
4 Ih&t that shall set me afc nought and will not ♦follow my example* 

1 You have known this arid seeif it ; .wherefore keep close to yont 

* religion, and be directed in Jhh right way, for it is the direction of 

* your prbphet Let what is too hard for you alone, till you bring it to 
4 the«test of the Alcoran, and what the .Alcoran approved! stand to, 

4 and what it disapprove* reject. DeJifeht in God far your Lord ; and 
4 in ISbAM for your religion ; in Mahbmet for your prophet, and in the 

* f coran for your guiae and director/ 4 
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When they were about decamping Ironi Arrabdah for Basorah, the 
son of Rephaa stood up and asked him, * 0 emperor of the faithful ! 
What is it tljou'wouldest have, and whither wouldest thou carry us?* 
Ali*answercd, ‘ Whst I would have and intend is peace, if they will 
accept of it f> at ou^ hands, if not, wc will lefcve them alone to their 
rashness, and do what is just km, our part and bear with patience. 1 
‘But how/ replied Rephaa/* 1 if that will not satisfy them?’ ‘Why 
then/ jays Ali, 1 we Will let them alone so long^as they let us alone ; 
if not, the last remedy is to defend ourselves/ Upon this, one of the. 
Ansars stood tip, and told him that he liked his discourse better than 
his management ; *bql subjoined immediately with an oath, ‘Tlftit they 
would help God since he had called them helpers.* 

Soon after there came a party of the tribe of Tai, to proffer their 
service tdhim.* Their chief, whoso name wa$ Said, tlft son of Obeicl, 
thus addrcssedTtfm ; ‘ 0 emperor, of the faithful 1 There are s^c 
men who^se tongues are not according \o their hearts, but I do not find 
it so with me. I always have o. respect for then both secretly and 
openly, and will fight thy enemies wheresoever I meet them. For I 
look upon thee as a person of the greatest merit, and the most ex- 
cellent qualifications of any in the age thou livest in.* Ali gave him 
hisf blessing (God have mercy upon you) and told him that lie was 
satisfied* with hi# sincerity, lie then removed from An-abdal^ and the 
tfibe of Ascd and some moi»B of Tai proffered tlleir service, but he said 
to them, 4 They might go home, for he had mohagerins {rfifu/pcs) 
enough for his purpose/ 

In the meanwhile, Ali was full of expectation of new* fiom hia"two 
messengers that he Jtad sent to Cufah. Abu Musa, who, as foe have 
before observed, had sent him word at first, that all was well on that 
side of the country, and acquainted him with the particulars of all that 
concerned lum there ; perceiving how the face of things was altered 
on a sudden, and apprehensive of the succcss’bf Ayes ha, Telha and 
Zobcir at Basorah, began to find himsel^in some sort of suspence. So 
that when Mahomet^lhe son of Abubeker, and Mahomet tyc son of 
Jaafar, came to Cufan With All's letter, and stood up amofig the people 
according to his command, there was a perfect silence. It is worth 
observing here, that upon all $u$h occasions, the way was, for all the 
congregation to run to the mosqife, where everything was published in 
the hearing of all that Were present ; jxnd everyone (slaves excepted) 
had the liberty of assenting or dissenting,; according as he was in* 
fiuenced by his prejudice or judgment^ last, in the evening, there 
came some of the Hagis, or pilgrims (they having been once on pit* 
grimage at -Meccah, entitles them* to that name, and procures them 
reverence as long a$ they live), and asked Abu Musa, what he thought 
Of going out ? meaning tef assist Ali. To which he gravely answered, 
4 My opinion to-day is^ different from what it was yesterday* What 
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you despised ultimo past, hath drawn upon you what ><>u see now ; 
the going out, and sitting still at home, are two things. Silting still at 
home is the heavenly way. The going out, is the Way of the woild. 
Therefore, take your choice.' None of the peojjie nook* any notiae of 
what ho said, nor t chimed hi-fjn any amwer. But 1 Kith the Mahometan* 
were in a rage, and gave him reprqacltful language, To which be an- 
swered, with an oith, ‘That the lnaugiuutiou oi Othnian hung still 
both over his own ntyk and their master a (meaning Ali), apd they 
ere resolved not to engage thenibolves, unless compelled by absolute 
necessity, till they had got thqir hands clear of the mtudeieis of Oth- 
nian, wlicicsoever they wcu*. WhctcfoA/ adds he/ 4 you may both get 
you back to Ali and tell him so/ 

Alt wab then advanced as far as Dulkhar, where his governor 
Othman came Vo wait upon him, and told ban that he had sent him to 
ULpoiah with a bcaid, but he was conic back without one. ‘Thy 
suticiings,' says All, ‘arc merityiiows. All mankind were sntished intlo 
choice of two, of my predecessors, who managed agreeably both to ihe 
wntten law and the traditional. Then a thhd presided over them, to 
whom they submitted. At last they chose me ; and Iclha and Tubeir 
came unto the election, but did not stand to their word. What I 
wonder at is theL* voluntary submission to Abubckor,* Omar and 
Othman^ and their opposition to me ! But by Clod, they shall bo^h 
know that I am not me jot infeiior to any*of my predecessors/ 

As soon as Ah hid received Abu Musa's answer; He dispatched 
Alashtar (a man of resolution, and fit to be made use of in cascb of 
difficulty) together with Kbn Abbas to Cttfa, with instructions at Luge 
to nmkb use of their own discretion in rectifying whatsoever they 
should find amiss. When they had delivered their erragd, and desired 
the assistance of the Cufnns, Abu Musa made this speech to theny*- 

* Friends, the companions of ff thc apostle of (loti, upon whom be 

* peace, know moie uf God and his apostle than those wh* have not 

* conversed with him. And >ou have a light over us. I give you 

* this advice. It is my opinion that yqu should not assume to your* 

* selves the Authority of God, nor make war against God, Bet those 
‘ that arc come along with ^ on fiom Medinah^rcturn thither again, till 

* tlmy be all agiced; they know best who isiit to be trusted/ I* or 
this dutmUmcc is such a one (it is*a sentence of Mahomet's) iis%e 
ih*Y sleepctb in it is better than lie that is awake ; and He that is 
awake better than he that sitteth ; and hq that fcittcth bettor than he 
-hat standeth; and he that*, stapdetli belfci than he that wudkelli on 
foot ; aqd he that walketh oivfoot better than lie that lideth. * Sheath 
‘ your swords and take the heaclt» off your lances ; ctn your bow 
‘ strings, and receive him that is injured into your houses till this 
4 business is made up, and the disturbance ceased/ 

Ebn Abbas and AUshur returning to AU with this news, he lost of 
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al} sent his oldest son Hasan, and Ammar along with him : Abu Musa 
icccivcd lias m With respect ; but wheVthey came into the Most pie u> 
debate the maltfcr, h ^ opposed it, with the* same vigour that lie had 
dontfall along bcl&rc* lepeating that saying of Mahomet's (which he* 
affirmed to ^iave ftad from his own mouth*, ‘That iliac should 
be a sedition, in which he # tlfcit ,?at shcultl be * better than him 
that stood/ See. Anunar Wok lam up. briikly„ and told Iwm, 
that the apostle directed that speech to lam, who was better 
sitting than standing at any livuc. Still Abu Musa persisted ip excit- 
ing his utmost to hinder them fioni complying with All’s ptoposals. 
When the people began to be in a tumult, Zciil, the son of Sauchan, 
stood up and pulled out a letter fiom Ayesha, commanding him cither 
to stay at home, or else come to her assist met* : together with another 
to the Culuns'to the same effect. Having lead tliffm both to the 
people, lie said, Thin was eonmuiulcd to stay at home in hoi house, 
and Wk to fijjht till theic should l»c> no, sedition. Now she has com- 
manded us to do her pari, and h itli taken ours upon tyrsclf/ This 
pi evoked the opposite pmty, \vho leproa died him for icflecting upon 
the Mother of the Faithful. r lhc debite grew \ay waim on both 
sicl^s, till at last Hasan, the son c*f Ah, tose up and said, ‘ Hearken to 
the requiM pf your Empcior, and help us in tins calamity which is 
fqjlen both upun*you and us. r i Inis sailh the Km pci or of the faithful, 
either I do injury myself, «or else I suffer injwiy. If 1 suffer mjuiy 
. God will help me; lfc 1 do injury he will take \engcanrc upon me, 
tty God, Tdha and 2 obcir were the fust tint mauguiated me, 
and the first that prevaricated. Have I discount'd any covet- 
ous imlination, or pcrveited justice? Whacfoie come <sn, and 
command tlmt which is good, and foib.d ’’that which is evil.'* 
This moved the audkmcc, and tlie heads of ,the tubes spoke 
one after anothci, telling the people that sm<c they had given their 
allegiance* to this man, and he had done thfem the honour to send 
several messages to th m befenc, and a f a* r wauls lus son, to make them 
fudges and arbitrator in an # a(M’r of such unpoitance ; that it was 
highly requisite for tin ‘hi to comply with such a lcasonable^tlemand. 
and go to his assistance^ Hasan told than«thit he was gmn p | Inck to 
his father, and they thu though^ fit might go along with him, ami tin* 
rcSt follow by water. "1 hcic cairfe ova to him near 9,000 m all 6,2,00 
Oy land, &nd 2400 by water* Some s,jy that Ah had sent A oh tar and 
Ammar along with turn after his son Ilasaiyto Cufah, and whilst they 
wore debating it in the Mosquefand^cyeiy one intent upon the issue, 
Ashtnr took a party of men and seized,, the castle by sin prise ; then 
having ordered some of Abu MusalS men, whom he found tbtfre, to be 
severely banged, he sent them, back with this lamentable news to their 
master, Abu Musa, whtf was speeching it with great vehcmcncy 
• A test that fr*ju«vttty dwnrs to th* Akira** 
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against^the supply. This management of Alashtar made Abu Musa 
appear so ridiculous and contemptible, that if Alashtar had not inter- 
posed and prevented it, his goods would immediately havp been plun- 
dered by the mob. * 4 v , 

Ali sms very easy upon the accession of these new yecruits, and 
went forwards to meet them and maks them welcome, when they 
came up to him, and said, ,* You Cufiani were always men of distin- 
guished valour ; you conquered the kings of Persia, and dispersed 
jtheir forces till you took possession of their inheritance. You have 
both protected the weak ones among yourselves, and aflfojded your 
assistance to your neighbours, I have called you hither to be 
witnesses between us and our brethren of Basorah ; if they return, it 
is what we desire : if they shall persist we will heal them with gentle 
usage, till they fall upon us injuriously. Wo on our part will pmit 
nqfjiing that may by any means, conti ibute to an accommodation, 
which we must prefer to the desolation of war/ 

Ayesha and her .party, upon' this news, began to be in some per- 
plejrity at Basorah, They had very frequent consultations, and seemed 
now to be in a despaiting condition. Messages passed back wauls and 
forwards in order to compromise the matter ; and it came so far that 
Ali, Tclha, and Zobeir had several interviews, walking about; together 
in the sight of both the armies, so that every one expected that there 
would have been a peace concluded. army consisted of 30,000 

men all experienced soldiers, and if that of his enemies exceeded his 
in number, yet it was composed of such as they could get ; besides 
that; they had never a general to command them that was any ways 
comparable to Ali. Intone of their conferences lie reproached their 
infidelity, and put them in mind of the judgment's of God, who would 
infallibly take vengeance upon their perfidiousness. HJ * asked Zobeir 
if he did not remember how Majiomet had asked him once if he did 
not lo\e his dear son An ; and ho having answered yes, that f Mahomet 
replyed , 4 Notwithstanding this, there will come a day when you shall 
me up against him, and be the occasion of a great many miseries both 
to him and all the Musicmans/ 1 *' w 

Zobeir told him that he remembered it perfectly well, and that if he 
had recollected it before he would ngver hatfe carried things to that 
extremity. It is said that upon this hint he declined fighting with Ah j 
but, that having acquainted ^yesha with the circumstances,, that 
woman was so envenomed against him, that she* would not 'upon guy 
terms give the least ear to an accommedation. Others say that his son 
Abdollaji gave him a turn, by asking him whether or no he was afraid 
of All's colours? Zobeir answering no, but that ho was.^wore to the 
contrary. Abdollah bad him expiate hi}? oath, wluch be did, by giving 
a slave Ms liberty, and forthwith put himself in a condition of fighting 
‘against AIL 
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'the two armies lay in order of battleon their arms opposite to one 
another. There happened soiree disturbance in the night, the author of 
Which is uncertain. ■ Whefc/Felha^ and Zobeir heard it, upon enquiry 
into the cause -of ft, they were answered that the Cufians had fallen 
upon them I9 the nSfeht They said they Vnew\ery well that Aii would 
. never put up the matter without bloodshed : and All, ufpott his first hear- 
ing it, said the same of them. ' J Thus they were of necessity drawn to 
a baftlQ. Ayesba, to :) give life and^ courage tocher friends, mounted 
upon her great camel, was carried upland down in the battle, tiding in. 
a litter of the shape of a cage. 

Upon which occasion, the day whereon this bloody battle was 
fought, Is called, the 1 Day of the camel / and the men that were en- 
gaged on that side, the * People of the camel.' In the heat of the 
battle, whfn the victory began to incline towards Ali, ®erwan said to 
him , 6 TiS but a Tittle while ago since Telha was amongst the murderers 
of Qthxnah, and now he is so attache^ to worldly grandeur, that he 
appears amongst those that seelc to revenge his blood / and with those 
words let fly an arrow, and wounded him in the leg. His horse threw 
him. • He called for help, and said , i O God ! take vengeance upon me 
for Gthman, according to thy will P Perceiving his boot full of blood, 
lie ordered his man to take him up behind him, who conveyed him 
into a house in B^sorah, where he died. But just before he §aw one 
of Ali's men, and asked hhS if he belonged tfc the Emperor of the 
,, faithful. Beiftg informed that he did j * Give me, then/ said he, 4 your 
band, that f may put mine in it j and by this action renew tire oath of *• 
fidelity which I have already made to Ali/ The words were no soc/ner 
out of his mouth but he expired immediately. When Ali heafli it, he 
said, ‘ Gpd would not call him to heaven till he had blotted out his 
first; breach of ms word by this last protestation of fidelity/ 

Mircond writes, fhat Zobeir being informed that Ammar Jasser was 
id Ah'scamp ; and knowing that Mahomet had formerly said that he 
was a person that was always for justice and what was right, withdrew 
hitnself dut of the battle, and tpok the road towards Mcccah. Being 
corneas faras a valleyVhich is crossed by a rivulet called Sabah, he 
“tttfct wfth Ben l^ais^ who was encamped there with all his men, 

and attending* to the success the battle, ip order to jo in himself 
with -the conqueror , ' 

Itariapfe knew who hi was at a distance, and said to his men, ^Is , 
there no body can bring me any tidings of£ Zobeir? One of them*, 
who^e name was Amrou Ben Jai*nuz,*wgnt pff immediately, and /cam# • 
him. Zobeir bad him keep his distance, But after s^e di;^;, 
'^li^e/groyitiig into greater confnSehce of him, he crying: 

;&lha,' 41 To! prayers' * (the hour of prayer bein £ 1 then come) Salat ■'> 
and as Zpbeir wib prostrating him^ iook his bp|iortumty^ ' ( 
his head? offAtohe ^iow with his sabre^ md credit 1 to : 
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' Alii ' When All saw the head', lie let fall some, tears, and said, , 
wretched villain and carry tfiis good news to Bbn. Safiah in hell/ 
Aifcrou was so shoved with these words, that laying aside all re$p£$t, 
heisaid to fafm> 1 You are the ill destiny of all th% hCusleman$ ; if t ,one 
, delivers you from any of youi; enemies, you immediately denounce hdl; 
tcrjfiun : and if a‘itian kills any onp of vours, he beqpmet Instantly & 
companion of the devil/ His passion increasing into rage and des- 
pair, he drew his sworjl and ran himself through* . *■ 

« 3o long as Ayesha’s camel stood uppn his legs, the hottest of the 
battle w& about’him. Tabari says that there were 7qjmeh& hands cut 
off that held his bridle. Ayesha’s litter was stuck so full of arrows 
and javelins that it looked like a porcupine. At last the camel was 
w hamstringed, and Ayesha was forced to lye th,ere*tiU all was Oven , Ali 
having got an Entire victory, came to her and asked her how $he <Ud. 
Sc^je historians say that there w as some reproacktef language ex- 
changed between them. However, he treated her civilly, and dis- 
missed her handsomely with a very good equipage, and' commanded 
his two sons, Hasan and Hosein, to wait upon her a day’s journey. 
He confined her to her house at Medinah, and laid a restraint upon 
her not to intermeddle any more with affairs of state. She went to 
» Meceah,and staid out the time of the pilgrimage thereafter which 
she *retugned to Medinah. As for the spoils, Ali was 6or dfyidfag them 
mndng the heirs of hitmen that were kilted, which did not exceed a 
thbtiiand. .Then constituting Abdollah Ben Abljashis lieutenant over 
>Basorah, went to Cufah, where he established the seat of his govern- q 
ihe$t or Caliphate. ■ : . , 

/' This^omplcat vfcjfory rendered Ali exceeding powerful He is now 
paster of Irack, ./Egypt*, Arabia, Persia, and Chbrasan. So that .there 
was noire left that* could give him the least disturbance -out Mqawiyah 
and the Syrians under his command. Ali seemed be apprehen- 
sive of any motestatioH from them after such great Success, arid sent a 
messenger to him to come iiu* Moawiyah put off the messengetf widv ! 
2 ! dht glviqg him anyjatisfactory answer, till Amrou, the spoof AlVwbo 
- Vas then in Palestine could come to him; j Arflrqu, 
factioh, found the Syxianswcry eager to revenge the blood pi Othihau, 

, and did what In him lpy to spur thpn on. c Upon thi^ Aiprou an$V 
Moawiyah Resolved to stand it ouf to the last against ' Am/ou , 
‘haying first stipulated for himtseif, that in case, of ^Access, $houla ’ 
teethe lieutenancy of ^fgypt, which he had oonqdefUdJte th^Ireign 
V of ;'0in#rj This agreed t^Amtou, m .the presenCq/ : .of 
took t]}e oath of allegiance to Moawiyah, i acknbwl#girig l, 'fi|%^lje i : i 
lawful €?aiiph and prince of the Maatemte ' Thl# 
t "b«4ii‘ two, 

* t ' A* 
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use of all manner of gentle meat& \o reduce the rebels to a sense of 
their duty. But perceiving that the people of that large province had 
unanimously 'declared against him, he began to fear that ii would be 
no purpose, flo sat on toot ttny further negotiation ; and marched 
with an iymy of >90,000 men towards .that of the country. Just 
upon his entrance into the ccmfincs of* Syria he was obliged to encamp 
in a place Where he wanted water. # # . • 

Nj)t far fiom hia camp there was an hermitage under ground, the 
hermit whereof, who wa$ a ChristiaiT, came an<f offered himstjf to him. 
Ali enquired of him if there was never a spring within the neighbour- 
hood ; the hermit told him that there was nothing but a cistern, which 
had hardly three buckets of water in it. Ali answered, c I know, how- 
ever, that some ancient prophets of the people of Israel have made 
their abtftlc luye, and that they digged a pit here. 1 The hermit said lie 
had been indJiiwed by some ancient men that there uas one indeed 
that Was ^shut up, and nobody* knew where it was digged ; bfti that 
flic tradition of the country was, thiti no body could find it, and open 
it, but a prophet, or one sent by a prophet. Ali was root long a finding 
it, and ordering them to rlig in a place, which he pointed out, found a 
stone of a vast bigness that lay over it, which he instantly removcd # 
Vith lhc*£rcatcst case imaginable. 

The hermit* surprized at hi ■> sight, embraced All’s knees, and would * 
never leave him After. Besides, he presented him with an old parch- 
ment, nil iah he s*id was wiitlcn by the hand of Simeon, the son of 
Safa (that is Simon Cephas), one of the greatest apostles of Jesus* 
Christ, wheiein there was an account given of the coming of £hc Iasi 
prophet, the ai rival of his lawful heir and successor, and the miracu- 
lous discovery of itiis well. •* 

Ali, aftor^having given thanks to God, and taken # water sufficient for 
his army, continued Ins march lowiyds Scffein, a place between Irak 
and Sgria, where the enemies army was potted, consisting of 80,000 
men. At last, both the armies advancing, they came in sight of one 
another, in thc la^t month of the 36th year of the flight of Mnjiomct 

The first month df the lfbxt y car was spent Without doftig anything 
but sending ruessengfrs backwards and forwards, in order to an accom- 
modation between thfcm, to no purpose. But upon the entrance of the 
n8fct month they began to fight in parties, without running the hazard 
of a^gcnfcral engagerifbnt. It is rcpoited that in the space of no $ays/ 
there were no less than 90 skirmishes between them ; that the number 
of the slain on Moawiyah’s side was 45,oSo, and that on All’s 25,000— 
26 of Which had been present at thebajtel of Better, and were honomed 
with the Iftfe of Sahabah— that^is, the companions of the pfrophet AH 
had commanded his men pever to begin the battel first, but stay till 
they gave the onset, ner kill any man that had turned his back, nor 
take any of then- plunder, nor fisc any indecent behaviour towards the 
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women* Nor were Moawiyah and Imrou winting on their side in ex- 
pressing their concern for the efTasuon of the blood of the Musjemans, 
especially* when Ammar hen Jassar, All’s general of tjic horse, was 
killed* He was about 90 years of age* and had l^en jn three several 
engagements with Malioiltt hitpself. He lived reverenced, and diW 
lamented by all. , Do you see/* said Moawiyah, 4 at what if rate the 
people expose thojr lives on our 4 See!* says Amrou, 

4 would to God I had died twenty years ago** JUpon the death of 
Ammar, Ali took 12,0^0 chosen rflen, and made such ah impfe#>ion 
upon Moawiyah’s army, that all the rank? of it were broken. Then 
Ali called out <0 Moawiyah, 4 IIo& long shall the people lose their lives 
between us ? Come hither. I challenge you to appeal to the decision 
of God ; and which 'never of us two kills his man, has all entire to 
himself. 1 When capon Amrou said to Moawiyah, ‘Your cousin has 
made you a fair pt offer/ Moawiyah said u was not fajfjHbecause that 
Ali ffftfew that no man ever came out against him, but he killed him, 
Amtou told him that his refusal wfmld lopk dishonourably, Moawiyali 
answered, 4 Yotvhave a miiul to enjoy the government yourself, after I 
am gone/ 

The last battel they fought at Scffeiu continued all night, to the great 
# disadvantage of the Syrians. A 1 ashlar pushed them back.to thcii* 
camp, an£ Ali suppoi ted him. It wassvery near a compWt victory, 
when Ann on bethought himself of this strllt^gem : he sends for Mo<i- • 
wiyah in great haste, and advises him to hoist up the Alemans upon 
the points of their lances, and cry out, 4 This is the took that ought to 
decide«all our differences— this is the book of God between us and 
you/ THis stratagem dul not fail of the desired success ; for as soon 
a$ the Iraki a ns, in wlitrtn the chief strength of Alfs army consisted, 
saw this, they threw down tlicir aims, and said to Ali, l \M\ you not 
answer to the book of God V 'J\> which Ah answered, 4 As you arc 
men of truth and hom>iu>go on and fight your enemy, for Amrou and 
Moawiyah have no relation to rebgiou nor the Alcoran. Alas (or you ! 

I know them better than you do : by God, they have not put up these 
Atcorans, bit with H design to trick us/ They inhered that should 
not hinder them from bcmj*dctei mined by the book of God. 4 That 
is it/ said Ali, 4 which 1 have been lighting to briflg them to j but they 
have rebelled against God and hia cctumandmcnt/ In short, th*y 
threatened not only to desert him, but to deliver 4 um into thejmnds of 
his enemies, if he did not sound if retreat ; and s*>me of the sectaries 
(Charegiles)-^an enthusiastick people, that refuse obedience to their 
superiors, both in things sacrc<J ifnd civil— declared to him, that they 
would serv? him as they did the son trf^Vffan- that is, Othimu— whom 
theyStmrdcrcd. So that Ah was foiced to call off Alashtar, who came 
back with great reluct ancy, and not umlef three or four messengers-** 
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grieved at Uie heart to 'see suchJa glorious victory wrested out of his 
hands by such a stratagem* ♦ 

As soon asjjthc battle was over, Moawiyah being asked what was the 
meaning of thaf action, answered, * That the difference mjght be put to 
ttic arbitration $f two persons, who shouldPdetcnnine it according to 
the true Sense of the Alcoran and the tradition (sunagt) of the apostle/ 
Ashaalh, the son of Kais, jmc'of those^ that had the greatest credit 
among the soldicrs^of Irak, and who was suspected to have been cor- 
rupted by Moawiyah, asked Ali* haw he approved of this expedient. 
Ali answered him coldly* ‘ fie that is not at liberty, cannot give his 
advice. It belongs to you U> manag£ this affair according as you shall 
think fit among yourselves.’ The person that they nominated for Ali 
was Abu Musa Aldbliaii, a good, honest, well-meaning man, but ex- 
ceedingly simple. Ali did not approve of him, because he had for- 
merly been Vfywn aside, and forsaken his interest. lie had rather 
have had Hen Abbas, but was* answered that he was his €busin- 
german, sfnd they would, ha^e none but such as should deal impar- 
tially between him and Moawiyah. He next nominated Alashtar, but 
they were resolved he should accept of Abu Musa. Moawiyah, on his 
pait, nominated Amrou, the son of Aasi, deservedly reputed the 
fjuickest;wittcd man of his age. These two refeices took a security, i 
signed by Ali #itd Moawiyah, apd both the armies, for themselves and ' 
► their families, to ratify g aHd confirm what # they should agfee upon, 
which wa^to be determined the next Ramadan. This agreed upon, 
Ali retired to Cufafi and Moawiyah to Damascus, leaving each of them 
the command of their several armies to one of their generals, agul the 
authority of things leinting to religion in the hands of a particular 
Im&m. But as sofln as Ali came to Cufah, 12,000 of those that could 
read the Alcoran reproached him with liis base submission to this 
accommodation, as having out of fear of temporal calamity submitted 
to the determination of men, when the Alcoran expressly says that 
judgment bclongeth to God alone. 

Eight months after the battel of Seflfcin, the two arbitrators /net in a 
place (Arab, Du flu: \al-jontid) which licth between Mccfah, Cufah, 
and Syria, There came along with them several of the Sahabah, or 
companions of the prophet. Ebu Abbas bad Abu Musa remember 
this, whatsoever else he forgot# that Ali had no blemish to render him 
incapably of the government, nor Moawiyah any virtue to qualify jiim 
for iU Amrou, who £new very welHhc gpnius of his partner, treated 
him with the utmost civility opd respect, fill at last he had insinuated 
himself so far into him as to make kim*bclieve that it would be alto- 
gether impr'Kticable ever to bri^g things to an accommodation* with- 
out deposing both these competitors, and leaving the choice of a third 
to the people* This important article once fixed, they erected a tri* 

. .. ***** 
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bunal between both the armies, frdm which each of the umpires was 
publickly to declare his opinion/ Abu Musa would h.i^e had Amrou 
gone up fust, but he allcdgcd so many leasons why he tftight to give 
him the preference, that at last he ovef-pcrswade41iim# , # 

Then Abu Musa, going tip first, pronounced these words with a loud 
voice, * 1 depose A4i and Moawiyah from khe caliphate (or government) 
to Which they pretend, after the same manner as 3 take this ring from 
my finger.* Having made this declaration, he immediately came down. 
T^cn Amrou went up and said, * t'ou have heard how Abu Musalus, 
for his part, deposed Alt j as, foj my part* iSrlcpose him, too ; and I 
give tilt* caliphate to Moawiyah, and invest him with it after the same 
manner as I put this ring upon my finger ; and this*I do with so much 
the more justice, bet mso he is Oihman’s heir and avenger, and the 
worthiest of all mtn to succeed him.* # • 

After this publication, Ali's party, ashamed and confiilfhdcd at this 
unexpected success, began to complain grievously of Abu Musas lie, 
for his own part, accused Amrou* of no iji a ving performed the agio# 
ment made between them. Fi om complaints they came to ill language 
- -and, in short, Abu Musa, ashamed of his arbitration, and justly leai- 
ing Ali's displeasure, besides not thinking himself safe in the army, 
took his flight, and retired to Mcccah. This Abu Musa was celebrated 
for the nqpst harmonious voice that evdto was heard— it i# said that 3ns 
common discourse was perfect melody. • . • 

The Syrians went back to Moawiyah, and wisjicd bin* joy ; and 
from that time Ali’s interest began to decline, and Moawiyah's in- 
creased daily. The two opposite parties not only cursed one another, 
but carrlfcd the matter so far as to come to a mutual solemn excommu- 
nication, which was always pronounced when they fnade any harangue 
to the people in Jthe mosque, and continued a long tWie between 
the house of AH and that of Ojnmiyah, of which were Othman and 
Moawiyah. • 

Before we proceed any further wc must here observe, that wiien the 
treaty of peace that followed the suspension of arms between Ali and 
Moawiyah was a writing, the Secretary b<%an wMrtbese words. < Ali, 
chief and commander, general of the Muslcmnfis, agrees to a peace 
with Moawiyah upon these following terms.* Mfeawiyali having read 
these first words, said, * Certainly l Should be a very wicked man 
indeed, if 1 should make war upon him, whom*! acknowledge So be 
the chief, and commander genera! of the Faithful,* 

Upon this, Amrou Ebno'l Asi said, * That it was absolutely neces* 
sary to blot out that title of cnyf^or emperor of the faithful* Ahnaftbc 
son of Kalis, addressing himself to VVli said, < That he tftght by no 
maths to suffer himself to be deprived of tjiat title.* Ali told him, * That 
when he was formerly secretary to his father-in-law Mahomet, he had 
himself drawn up articles of peace b^wjen him and*Sohail, who had 
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revolted against him. That tiftoij his having intituled Mahomet, 
apostle and messenger of God ; Sohail said to him, if I had acknow- 
ledged youf # father-in*law for the apostle and messenger of God, 1 
should never hftive had any peace to sign with him, for 1 would never 
have mq^e any •war, I acquainted J^ahomft with this difficulty, who 
answered me, Make no seg-ttpje of blotting out that title ; that doth 
not depend upon this treaty, time will discover tho truth of that ;* ancl 
renjember, that thtre will come a j}ay when ypu shall find yourself m 
the same ease.' fdi therefore gave his consent, that for thatdime t^cy 
should omit that title, of which liis i^ibitralor, Abu Musa, as wq have 
seen already, sdeipnly deprived him. All these things were transacted 
in the 37th year of the IJegirah, and a.d. 657. As also the revolt 
of the Karegites, or Separatists, who this year made an insurrection 
against ?Ui, . • 

The occasion of their revolt w#s, that Ali having pul his affairs into 
the hand$ tw0 arbitrators, as we have already seen, somfT of the 
lrakians told him, that he had done’cxcccding \yrong, in lefening that 
to the judgment of men, which ought to be determined by God alone. 
That instead of standing to the peace he had made, he ought to pur- 
sue his enemies, who also were the enemies of God, without quarto. 
# Ali answered, ‘That having once passed his word, lie was obliged to, 
keep it ; and*that in this he fallowed what the law of God prescribed.' 
These people answered lwm, ‘That there Avasfio other judge or arbitrator 
between lwm and*Moawiyah but God alone : that what he had done 
was a sin, and that he ought to repent of it.' 

All remonstrated to them with a great deal of vigour , c That th# sin lay 
at their door, in 0 shewing so much inconstancy and stubbornness. 
That they ought to remember, that when *NIoawi> all caused the 
Alcorans tl^be carried at the head of the two armies, he gave them 
notice that it was only a trick of their enemies, yet nevertheless they 
had left off fighting without his Order ; and Auit m shoil, it was very 
injurious in them, to press him to tha breach of the treaty, which they 
themselves liad qfyliged him to sign,' • 

The rebels, not a^all satisfied with these reasons, chose for their 
captain Abdolkh, thf sonofWaheb, whg Appointed N.diarwan (a town 
between Bagdad ana Waset^four miles ca^t of the river Tigris) for the 
pt&cc of their rendezvous. TJflthcr came all All’s mal-contents, whereof 
theft wJts a great nufhber from Cufjih, Basorah and A labia. • 

Ali took little notifce of them at first, 1ms thoughts being more taken 
up about Moawiyah, whom he considered as the much more formjd* 
able enemy ; but being informed thSt.they were already increased to 
the numbed of 25,000 men, thafr they condemned all men*as impious 
that did not fall in with thqir sentiments, and that they had already put 
to death several MuslcAiqns* for refusing to comply with their measures; 
he 1 evolved in fine to exterminate a sect, which tended to the subver- 
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slon of iht? very foundations of JVhislcmnnism. However be chose 
rather to gain them by gentleness, and bring them back* to their duty 
by good advice; but that means proving too weak, lie "employs the 
forces of a considerable nnpy, at the head of whick he presented hint 
sdf to their view. Nevertheless he made use of this Artifice ]jcforc he 
bhgajt the battle /namely to plant a stnntfard without the camp, and 
make proclamation frith sound of tiumpet, that whosoevet should come 
under it should have gopd quarter ; and if any of tRern would retirj to 
Cufah, thdy should there find a sanctuary- # 

This stratagem succeeded well for Ali. For* the army of the Karo* 
gites dispersed itself in a very little *tim<? of its gwft accord; and 
Abdollah,the son of Walicb, found himself reduced to 4000 men only. 
However this arch-rebel was resolved, with his small number of men, 
to signalize his bravery by a desperate attempt. ForheattneCod All’s 
army, notwithstanding the inequality of his foiecs. Ildftiis rashness 
was duly punished, he and all his iyen*werc cut to pieces, niry? orily cx-^ 
cepted, which the came number that Ali had lost in all. 

A little before this fight, Ali had foretold to his friends what would 
be the event- ‘ You see/ says he, ( these people who make profession 
of reading the Alcoran, without observing its commandments, they will 
•quit the profession which they make of their sect, as quick as* arrows* 
fly from the bow when they me shot off.* f • ( 

This victory, which wasgained in the 38th ytar of the Hegirfth, hav- 
ing reunited all the Arabians under the governmtnt of Ali ; there 
remained nothing else to be done, but to reduce the Syrians. Ali was 
for making against Moawiyah immediately after the victory. But 
some of his great men represented to him, that it vgould be proper to 
give his army some refreshment, that every one might make prepara- 
tion for the war, winch it was plain would be more long ^fnded than 
the former. Ali followed their advice, and formed his camp at Naki- 
lah, not far from Cufah, Where he made proclamation, that during the 
time of hh encampment in that yfface, any one that had any business 
to do in fowl), might go for one day, and jetum t% next ; that they 
might be the sooner in a readiness for their expedition into Syria- The 
effect of the publication of this order was, that tlje camp was entirely 
forsaken j and the general finding himself left alone, was obliged to go 
bad: to Cufah loo, as well as the rest. * 

ATI, at the beginning of his caliphate, had conferred the goffcrnlhent 
of ASgypt upon Saad the son* of Kais 5 who acqifitted himself of his 
charge with abundance of priufcnqp. Vor There being in AJgypt a great 
faction of pthman’s partisans, he knew how to accommodate the time, 
and Managed them with great addressT This conduct olTSaad furn- 
ished Moawiyah with an occasion of publishing it all abroad, that this 
governor was his friend, and acted in concert vmh him. These reports 
he spread round about,* on purpose tb rajse a suspicion of him in Ali, 
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.who- nevertheless had rio betted itiehd belonging to him. To^for- 
ward the matter, Moawiyah forged a letter in Saad’s name directed to 
himself; whetein was ir^imiated,tliat the reason why he had not attacked 
fclje party of Otlmiaiians, was because he was entirely in his measures. 

’ ■'►The device of«Moawiyah had its desired Effect ; for as soon as the 
n#ws readied All's cars* he recalled Saad from his* government, and 
sent in his room Mahomet the son of Abtjbcker, th<; first Caliph, •which ' 
was the cause of new troubles in that country ; for Mahomet had no 
sooner set fpot in ^Egypt, but he began to cha$£ out of it all those who 
pretended to have had afiy tye of friendship with Othman, or to pre- 
serve any respeot for his memory * 

•Wherefore after txis arrival, there was nothing but dissensions and 
Civil wars, and these disorders grew jto such a height, that Ali was 
obliged t& sen$ Malcc Shutur, who is sometimes called Ushtui* Make, 
to restore h& authority there, But Moawiyah, who had notice of the 
sending of this new governor, dc.^it with a countryman that lived* upon 
the confines of Arabia, and Algypt, rdid at whose house Ushtur Make 
was to lodge, to give him poison in the entertainment which, he had 
prepared for him. 

This man, an old friend of Moawfyah’s, punctually executed his orders, 
And gavahim some poisoned honey to sup ; of which he died before he , 
stirred out of* the house. As soon as Moawiyah heard ij, lie said, 
Verily God hath armies *)flioncy P Then lie despatched Amrou IScu 
Alas With <5poo hor^e to take possession of the government of ./Egypt 
in his name ; who made such speed that in a few days he came up to 
the capital city ; there he joined Ben Sharig, the chief of Oth man's 
party ; and they two marched together to engage Mahomet, the sou of 
Abubeker, who as yet retained the name and authority of governor for 
Ali. Mahout was routed, and fell into his enemies hands alive ; who 
quickly killed him, and inclosing his dead body in that of an ass, burnt 
him to jshes. , As soon as Ayesha heard of tjae death of ’her brother 
Mahomet, she took it extremely to hcvt, and kneeled down, at the end 
Of all her prayers to beg a curse upon Moawiyah and Ainsou, and 
' took .Mahomet's oonASticlcf and dependants into her care. Ali was 
v$iy much > concemed^nd said , i We shall reckon for him before God/ 
Alfthk year there wal a continued succession of incursions made into., 
Alft territories, who was all thft while daily employed in making ekb , 
quent speeches, andlnOving his army to go against Moawiyah, but cpiild 1 
make ,nb impressibti^pon them to tile purpose, , , 

. AH being informed of all this bad news, sent for Abdollah, the son bf 
Abbas, from Basorah, where he was •governor, that he might comfort,; l 
Mteself witbfhis conversation, vgtd they might take such \eBoluribn$! 
»%gOther as were most convenient for the bad condition of tifeTrajSfa^ 1 
Abdollah having first ccmstitdted Ziyad his lkutenantm 
to AU, and once ♦again promised •him. , inviolate fidelity^ 
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who was always watchful to make # hls advantage of all opportunities, 
was no sooner informed that Ben* Abbas had left Bas&tah, but he sent 
one Abdallah, $umatned Hadrami, with 20 00 hprse to seize that place, 

Ziyad, who had not troops sufficienfto stand against Abdallah,ldt 
the city to him, and informed Alj of the pressing necessity he was under 
of having speedy succours sent him, that.at least he might fie able to 

* keep the field. Absent him some under the command of Hareth, who 

arrived so: seasonably that Abdallah was beaten unskilled in the battle, 
which was fought near*Basorah. VJpon this the city Surrendered itself 
to*AU's government, who immediately sent'back Abdallah Ben Abbas, 
to take the command of it as he* had done before. This was in the 
38th year of the Hegirah, * 

The jnext year passed over without any considerable adventures, for 
the Syrians, wearyiof the war, enter prised nothing against the Arabians, 
and the Arabians had enough to do to preserve thenjseives. In the 
beginAng of this year, Abdollali -Bep ^Abbas, lieutenant of Basorah, 
sent Ziyad, to take up<jn him the gbverhment*of Persia, whidh was put 
into great disorder upon the account of these commotions between Ali 
and Moawiyah. He behaved himself so well in that post, and managed . 
sp much to the satisfaction of the people, that the Persians said they 

* had never met with any administration since the days of Anu^henvan,* 
equal to tlxat of this Arabian. This Anusherwan was tsurnamed the 
Just, he was the son of Hprmisdas, king of*tljc Persians, and reigned 1 
contemporary with Mauritius and Phocas, Mahomet was tjprn in his 
reign, as he says himself, in the Alcoran, ‘ I was iJom in the days of 
the Jo# King.' 

This Whs but a short cessation, for in the beginning of the 40th year 
Moawiyah began to rofise, and sent Ben Arthali frith 3000 horse to- 
wards that provincf of Arabia called Hejaz, to seize upoi\^s two prin- 
cipal towns, Meccah and Medina])? where he had always kept a corres- 
pondence ever since Othn»an J s death, and by this means to open himselt 
a way into Yemen, or Arabia th^IIappy. All's two governors ^quitted 
: each of them their respective charges upon his approach, for want of 
forces sufficient to make a defence. So thht BeiyAfthah made theltjt- 
habitants take the oath of allegiance to Moawiyal* He shed some bipod 
at Medmah, which gave the people an aversion tb Moawiyah's govern- 
ment, and proceeded in his march to Afdbia Faslirf, where he put same 
thousands to. the sword. * > 

. All this while Moawiyah was in*Syria at Damascus, and Ali at Cufah. 
M always prayed publicly for Moawiyah, Amrou and Dehoc* 
wiyah, on the other side, prayed for Ali, Hasan, and Boseim . ; 

Abdollah foreseeing very well th«# he should be visited by .feeft, 

. Arthah/iinade the best preparation he was able, but to no purpose, 
j • ■ Me made £ shift to escape himself, but left two httlc'boys behind him* 
both which Atdtah bar barously*rtiurdered. This cruelty not only 
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occasioned great grief to the father Vit raised a just abhorrence in 
everybody else* Ali was extremely touched, and cursed the author 
of such a horrible outrage, begging of God to take away his senses and 
understanding. ^They say that towards the latter end of his days he 
did really Jurn fool, and was always cajling Tdr his sword, which his 
friends perceiving, gave him <jnc ^madeW wood, and .another hollow 
one full of air ; and that this poor wretch imagined that so many blows 
as he # struck with hi* wooden swqrd against the other, he killed so 
many nten. • * * 

However, Ali did not oihiuhe sending Jariyah to pursue Ben Arthafi 
with 4000 horse :-but he had scarce set out towards Yemen, when the 
other was returning into Syria. At the same time, another great cater 
mity befel Ali, for his brother Okail went over to Moawiyah, who 
received Ifim with open arms, and assigned him Iarge*revenues. Okail 
allcdged no other pretence for his desertion, but only that his brother 
Ali had* not entertained him according to his quality. * 

*A little after the battle of Naharwan, three K^regites of those that 
wete the most zealous for the advancement of their sec*, met together 
at Meccah, and making frequent mention among themselves of those 
that were killed in the battle, magnified their merit and bewailed their 
l$ss. These three men, Abdarrahman tjie son of Mclgem, Barak the 
son of Abdollai*, whom some surname Turk, and Amrou ttys son of 
*Beker, said one to the other,* 6 If Ali, Moawiyah, and Amrou, the son 
of Aasi, these erroneous Imams, were dead, the affairs of the Music- 
mans would be in a good condition. Immediately the first of them 
said to his companions, ‘For my part, if you will, I will give^oua 
good account of Ali / The second hearing this discourse, said Ite would 
undertake to make a good riddance of Moawiydh ; and.the third pro- 
mised the otwir two, to kill Amrou Ben Aasi. Th$se three men that 
were thus devoted to execute their design unanimously, pitched upon a 
Friday (Jhe day of the solemn assembly of tht Muslemans) which fell, 
upon the seventeenth of the month Ramadan : and after having poisoned 
their swords* everj man took his road ; the first that to Qrfah, the 
second that to Damascus, aifd the third that to ./Egypt. * v 

. Barak, one of the thtee devotees, being arrived at Damascus, struck 
Moawiyah ift the reins, but ttys wound was not mortal. The surgeon 
ritef was called to see him, aftt% having searched and considered it, 
gave fcimte choice, either to be cauterised, or drink a portion' that 
should render him iftcapable of generation. Moawiyah, without apy 
hesitation, chose the latter, and dfd in Reality remain the rest of hiti 
days without having any other childr&i besides those which were bom , 
to him beforeThfc received his wouftd. * ' 

r The assassin, who was instantly seized, discovered the conspiracy! 
which he had made with his two comrades, and Was couddnned to’ 
"have hfe hands and feet cut off, and be suffered 4b live. He did live, 
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and it is said he married afterwards. But one of Moawiyuh’s friends 
bom# informed of it, said tlut it* was by no means reasonable* that that 
assassin who lwd hindered Moawiyah it omt having diilcjien, should 
have any of his own ; and so killed him with hisownfcands, « 

Amrou Ben Bekei, tlftbscconji of the conspirators, *vas in^Sgypt, on 
Friday, the iythSof the month Rairpd<|i, the day appointed to strike 
hi< blow ; Amrou sBeu Aa*i was then (fortunately for him) troubled with 
a fit of the cholic, whjph hindered him from pt •forming the ofifjee of 
Ijnam in the mosque that day. therefore he appointed another, who 
supplied his place, and fell dowg dead with Are blow, which the assas- 
sin, wllo mistook him for Amrou, gave him. Tliis same assassin, as 
he was led to execution, said, without any concern , 4 1 designed Amiou, 
but God designed an niter.* O t lit r authors ^ay that when lie was brought 
befote Amiou, htf asked who that was. 1 hey told him Anuoif e Whom 
then/ said he, ‘have I killed TJhoy answered ‘^hSiijah/ Then 
Amroh said to him, 1 Vou meant Anvou, but God meant Charljd.li.’ 

The third of these conspirators* Abclan alkman, had better success In 
the execution <ft his wicked design against Ali, than his othci tuo com- 
panions. Foi being airivcd at Cufah, he took up his lodgings at a Wo- 
man’s house, whose nearest relations had been killed at the battle ot 
Niiharwan, and who, for that reason, retained in her heart* a strong 
desire o^bcing revenged upon Ali. Abdairalun an, fuuHhg tliis woman 
in a disposition so favourable to liis design, .ired his utmost efforts to* 
gain her favour, at the same time making her softy? o ventures of mar- 
riage, to which she answcicd : ‘Ihe dowry which 1 will have of the 
man that marries me, shall be 3000 drachms of silver, a slave, a maid, 
and All’s head.* Abdurrahman instantly accepted the conditions* Aiul 
althe time when lie undertook to put his design in execution, she joined 
two other men suth lum, whose names uuc Dei wan Sheith, to 
bear him company. « 

A 1 i, during all this mohth of Ramadan in which he was hil^d, had 
several presages At his death, and used between times to let drop some 
woids ts tljpt purpose when he was in piivate amoi^ his friends. lie 
was heard once to say, after lie had undergone a^ioat deal of uneasi- 
ness; ‘Alas! my heart, Aide is need of paAence, for there is no 
remedy against death I* # In shoit, Friday life seventeenth of this 
month being come, he w<nt out of his house caily in the morning* to 
go to the Mosque, and it was observed that a gfeat number «of house- 
hold birds made a great notyc as he passed through his yard ; and 
that one of Ins slaves having £hrowA a cndgel at them to make them 
quiet, he said to them, lei them alone, for their cries are only lamenta- 
tions foreboding my death. * f * 

A% soon as he came into the Mosque these three Villains, who 
waited for him, pretended to quart cl among themselves, and drew 
their swords, 
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DerWan made a blow at ‘Ali, but rtiilsed him, and the blow fell upon 
the gate of the. Mosque. Abdarrahman struck him upon the head, 
just in the samo place w^ere he had received a wound before in the 
battel of Ahzab, \Vhicfy was fought in Mahomet's time, and that stroke 
was mortal The three assassins had timfi'fco make their escape, 
without being apprehended, Derwan crept home ; where a man who 
had seen him with the sword in hand agaiqst Ali, wept and killedhim. 
Shabib betook him to his heels, and ran so well, that he was never 
taken? Abdarrahman concealed hinfsclf for some time; and when 
Ali was asked who was *the author of such an enormous attempt 
against his person,, he answered, **You shall soon hear tidings of him. 
In short, a Muslexnln having found Abdarrahman hid in a corner, 
with his sword in his hand, asked him if it was not he that hud 
wounded ,® ; the assassin, willing to deny it, was constrained by his 
own conscicn&b to confess it ; ami was instantly brought' before Ali. 
Ali delivered him in custody to hi% eldest son Hasan, with ordefs^o let 
hifh want nothing, and that* if he died'of his wounjl, he should execute 
his murderer at one stroke only, Hasan punctually obeyed his father’s 
orders, who died the 19th, or 20th, or 21st of the same month, that is, 
the third,’ fourth, or fifth day after he was wounded. This is the 
account that the learned D'Herbclot gives of the death, of that mur- 
derer out of his ^Persian authors, as I suppose. Tabari and Ab^’lpheda 
Authors of great account asndbg the Arabians* relate it after a quite 
different manner : i^bu'Jplieda says, ‘ That his hand was cut off first, 

* and then his foot on the opposite side : next they put out his eyes 
1 with a red hot iron, then cut out his tongue, and afterwards Aurnt 

* him/ to which he adds, 1 the curse of God be upon him* This 

account I take to be* much the more probable, ccfiisidering the heinous* 
ness of the ct$se v , and the temper of that people. ^For though it is 
not at all improbable that Ali might giye such orders, yet I can by no 
means be induced to believe that they were tever so mercifully exe- 
cuted. After what manner soever he ^yas put to death, the hereticks 
look upon him as a martyr. • 

, As to Ali’s age authors differ, some say he was 63, others 66, and 
so$&£ g $9v ; The time of bis caliphate was 5 years bating three months ; 
they are not agreed as ^0 the jjlace of his burial ; some say he was 
buried opposite to the Mosque ift Cufah ; otliers in the royal palace 5 
othcrs»$ay^ that his son* Hasan convened him to Medinah, and l^icl 
him by his wife Thatemah. The most probable opinion is* that he 
was buried in that; place /which* is visited^ t>y the Musicians to this 
day a$ his tomb, where there are a grbaf*many oblations left by the 
, devotees. * » f - U 

As to his person, he had a, very red face, large eyes* a promiueht ; 
Mly** bald head, a large beaM, very hairy upon the breast* .gugwr 
short than middlM^d ; of a tfery good look f iftoiid nod 
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frequently smiling. He had in allvjiine wives, the first of , which was 
Phatemah, Mahomet's daughter, during whose life he married no other. 
By her he had three children, Hasan, Hose>n and Mohassan ; this 
last died Sn his infancy. r „ * 6 / ' 

The second was Omi^ai Nebiyin, by whom he had four children, 
Abdollah, Abbas* Othman and^Jaasar, who were all four kiiled at. the 
battle of Kerbelafy. (> ' * 

His third wife, named Asimah, was the mother<of Jahya and Aoun, 

The fourth, whos£ name wa’S Omm-habibah, was the mother of 
Omar. r < 

The sixth, Whose name was daulah, was the mother of Mohammed 
Ben Haniphiyah, of whom we shall give a further account in the 
sequel of the history 

I find no further particular mention of the names of the lest of his 
wives ; there are three more sons, Mahomet the youngeJV and Amrou, 
wh'oSrcre born of some one or other^of them. 

Though there are but fourteen sons mentioned here, it is certain, he 
had fifteen, whereof only five left any posterity behind them : namely, 
Hasan, Hoscin, Mohammed Ben Haniphyah, Abbas and Am rati. As 
for the number of his daughters they reckon eighteen. ’ 

This particular account of his family may seem superfluous to some, 
but not, to those that consider what great clianges «md revolutions 
have beeri made by it in the several sift creeling generations of th<? 
Muslemans, and of what importance it is throughout the ^hole course 
of, their history. 

Th^y report strange things of Ali. One thing Very particularly 
observable is, that his mother was delivered of him in the very temple 
itself of Meccah ; whith never happened to any one else. The name 
that his mother g^ve him first, was Caid ; but MahomWt his cousin- 
german changed it into Ali. - # 

Among the surname^ or honourable titles, which the Muslemans 
bestow upon Ali, there are two«principal ones ; the first of which is 
Wasi, avhjch signifies in Arabick, legatee, mandatary, executor of 
a man’s will, and heir, that is of Mahomet# His second tide; is, 
Moftada, or Morfcadi, whierh signifies beloved 1J, or acceptable to |God. 
They called him even whilst he was jalive I^ed- Allah algalib, the 
victorious lion of God ; to which may tie added Haidar, which abb; in 
the Arabick language signifies a lion, The SliH, who are hi* followers, 
or rather, his adorers, freqiimtly call him Faid alahwar, the distribute 
of lights or graces. And in Persian Shah Mordmart, the king of men, , 
and Shir Khoda, the lion of T^od. 

The gr%atest part of the Muslemans pretend, that Ali •was the first 
that embraced ihat religion. And according to their tradition he liras' 
indeed a very early Musleman, for it sedms lie made profession Of that 
[!^ligion in his mbtherk womb. hV'all the time that she ivsUvbig of ! 
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him he hindered her of prostrating itself before her idol which she 
used to worship,. The form of benediction, or blessing, which they 
always add wtftm they ttatne him, is 1 God glorify the face of him/ 
Th$y say, moreover, that Mahomet, talking, of him, said, ‘ Ali is for 
me* and I am for him ; he stands to me in tbs same rank as Aaron 
did to Moses; I am the town in which ill knowledge* js shut up, and 
he is the gate of it/ * , * 

However, these gr$at elegies did not hinder his name and that of his 
family from being cursed,* and their persons excommunicated ^through 
all the mosques of the empirft of the Caliphs of the house of Ommiyah, 
down from Moawiyah to the* time of Omar Ebn Abdalam, wfyo sup- 
pressed thissdlcnm iftalcdiction. There were besides several of the Caliphs 
of the house of Abbas, who expressed a great aversion to Ali and all his 
posterity-Stsuch as Motaded and Motawakkel, to whop* he is reported 
to have appeared in their sleep, and threatened with his indignation. 
On the contrary, the Fatemite Caliphs of /Egypt made his nam^to be 
added to tfiat of Mahomqt in/he publication of the times of prayer, 
which they made on the turrets of the mosques. J * 

It is said that the sepulchre of Ali was kept hid during the reign of 
the family of Ommiyah, and not discovered till the reign of the Abba- 
sMcs, whiph is not credible. Adhaudedaulet, in the year 367 (of Christ 
977), built a sumptuous monument over it, which the Persians generally 
Trail Konbud Faid alanwar~*the dame of the* dispenser of lights and 
graces. N<$w, notwithstanding the sepulchre of Ali is so very well 
known near the city of Cufah, there are some of his sect who believe 
him to be still alive, and affirm that he shall come at the end jf the 
world and fill the earth with justice. There arc some among them so 
extravagant as to mfhke him a divine person. The more moderate say 
that he is nN^truly God, but that in a great many things he partakes 
of the divine nature. * 

Ali has a great reputation for wisdom amopg all the Mahometans. 
There is extant of his a Centiloquium, or a hundred sentences* which 
have been translated out of Arabick into Turkish and Persian. There 
*$ likewise a colle&ioq of verses, under the title of c Anwar Alokail/ 
We' have in the Bodleian library a large boqk of his sentences, a speci- 
men whereof we shall Annex to this history. But the most celebrated 
pic«e of ajl is intituled ‘ Jefr tfe Jame — it i$ written upon parchment, 
in , mysterious characters, intermixed with figures, wherein are couched 
all the grand Events that are to happen frprn the beginning of Mu§le- 
manism to the end of the world* This pafehment is deposited in the 
hands of those of his family, and even tb this time nobody has decy- 
pheredrit irHany soft of mannej *but Jaafer Sadek. For, asjfor the , 
.entire ^plication Of it, that is reserved for the twelfth Itpam, whp is 
mrmme&i by way of excellence, the Mohdi, or Grand Director. 

pesides theso books which we ,have been, sjjeaWpg of, we fhdjh 
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authors several sentences and apophthegms under the name of Ali* 
The author of * Rabi alakyar * quotes this, which is one of- the most in- 
structive-—* He that would be rich without mean’s, powerful without sub- 
jects^ and subject without a master, hath nothing to io but to leave off 
. sinning and serve God^ and he will find these three things/ One of his 
Captains havingmsked him on6 day,with impudence enough, what was 
the reason that tlie reigns of Abubfekei v and Omar, his predecessors, 
were so peaceable, and that of Othman and hig own were so full of 
trouble^ and diversidkis, Ali answered him very wisely, i The reason is 
plain : it is because Othman and I served Abubeker and Omar during 
their reign, and Othman and ITound nobody to serve us but you, and 
such as are like you.’ Jt '* 

' Somebody told him one day that Moawiyah said that Ali and those 
of his house distinguished themselves by their bra very T Zobtar and his 
family made a noise with their magnificence, but th%ffw his own part 
andi>is family’s, they did not pretend to distinguish themselves from 
others, or by anything but their humanity a^d clemency, Ali, answered 
those that tol& him/ that it looked as if Moawiyah had made use of 
artifice in this discourse— as if he had a mind to spur on Zobeir and* 
hini with their magnificence and bravery, to the end that the one throw- 
ing himself into a vast expense, and the other into hazards, Jhey might 
be in a condition to oppose his usurpation, and he woigd gam the affec- 
tions of the people by blasting of the sweetness of his temper. • 
There i$ besides in this book, intituled * Rabi alakyar/ another maxim 
of Ali, which is very memorable and very contrary to the conduct of 
thbs&Who vaunt themselves upon the account of their being of his sect— 

‘ Take *great care/ said he, ‘never to separate yourselves from the fel- 
lowshipof the other Muslemans 2 for he that separates himself from them 
belongs to the devil, as the sheep that leave the fiocybelong to the 
wolf. Therefore give no quarter to him who marches under the stan- 
dard of schism, though iie has my turbant upon his head, for he names 
along witli him the infallible nyrk of a man that is out of the way/,. It 
' 'Shotdd/bc remarked here, by the way, that those of the sect of Ali have 
not only a*turbant made after a particular faslyorffbut that theyatfso 
- twist their hair after a manner quite different tm the rest of the 
xtians. • ‘ " < \ 

Bosain Wacz also' recites this passagS of Ali, in hi$ * Paraphraswand 
Commentary upon the Alcorani * — 1 God hath given men ti^o Imams, 
that is, to say, two pontifs hr mediators between him and them. / The 
first Is- the prophet who Is % gone, and is no more £mong them j the 
second, J which remains and shaft! continue always with them, is the 
prayer, which they make to obtain pydon of sins/ • : ! 

Alfa sectaries are called by the Muslemans (who intitle themselves 
§bnmtbs-^fliat is; observers of the tradition, 4r orthodox) by tho>cawi- 
1 d&lous name oT®bii, imm that isJbrmed from thai of Shiyah, tyfcicli , 
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signifies, properly, a scandalous reptbbate sect For a sect that Id- 
lows approved- Opinions, is Called by* the Arabs Medheb ; but these 
. sectaries of Arif, of whom we are speaking, do not call themselves by 
that name/’ Orfl the ^contrary, they apply it to their adversaries, and 
Cali their own seejt Adahyah, which signifies the religion of them that 
follow justice and the right side. ■ * <»* 

There have been some of tb^se partisans of AH dispersed throughout 

all the , countries of t^e empire of the Musicians, who have from time 
to tihe raised very great ‘disturbances. They lUve possessed* several 
estates, both in Asia and*Africa— at this day, all the great empire of 
the Persians, and one-half of the prineds of the Uzbeckzs, whose domi- 
nions lye beyond tftb river Gihon, and some Mahometan kings of the 
Indies, make profession of this sect. * 

These sere the principal memoirs relating to that gxcat Caliph, who, 
laying aside ah those impertinent, fabulous stories which they tell of him, 
was, if he be considered with regard to his courage, temper, piet# and 
understanding, one of the Q greatest men that was ever born in that 
nation. The inscription of his seal was, * The kingdom*bclongs to tie 
only mighty God/' 


H *A S A N,-. 

THE FIFTH FROM MAHOMET. 

Aftrr Ali had received his mortal wound, and there was no room left 
for any hopes of recovery, his friends that were about him enquired of 
lam whom he ^ould nominate for his successor. He told them, that 
he intended, with regard to that affair, to follow the example of the 
apostle of God, who did not nominate any styxessor ; that if it did 
please C?od to favour them, he would undoubtedly unite their judg- 
ments in the making a good choice. So it fell, of course, without any 
$^rup|% to ’.his eldest %on Hasan, a man who inherited mbre of his 
fathers piety than his outrage ; and was reverenced not only upon the 
account of his near relation to Ali, but because he was very studious,, 
of th# practical part of religion, %nd accounted by all a very good man. 

As §ob%as his father® Ali was dead, Hasan, it belonging properly 9 to 
him, as eldest son, t<& perform that Office; stood up and said to tW 
people— You have killed a lqan (meaning his father) on that Same 
night in which the Alcoran came down from heaven, and Isa ’’(Jesus) 
upon whom be peace, was lifted ^ip to heaven, and in which Jo$hu&, 
the soft. of ' Nun, was killed ; by God, none of his predecessors exceed ' 
hj4tt,^f wili any of his successors ever be equal to; him/ 
&;Cy'‘prpc®edcd. to, his inauguration,, which begun by '.Kafr ...this 



336 HASAN MOBBED^ WOUNDED, AND WEARIED OF STATE. 

r 

form: Stretch out your hand, 4 $*a token that you will stand by the 
book of God and the tradition Of the apostle, and make War against all 
oppqfcers* Hasan answered, * As to the book. of' God and the tradition 
of the apostle, they will stand/ Then the rest qpme tn/with whom he 
stipulated that they should be subject and obedient, to him, and b£ at 
peacp with his friends and at War with his enemies* But sbme of the 
Jrakjans, who were quite weary of 'the*,Syrian war, hesitated at thft 
condition, and said , i Thus man will never serve f voii for a master, we 
arc for po fighting/ * * - ^ 

* 'Tis said that, notwithstanding the refruasness of the greater part, 
forty {and some say sixty) thoudknd of Alfa men had bound themselves 
in an association before he was murdered to stand by him to death, 
and that he was making preparation to march at the head of them. 
With this trusty body of his father's troops, Hasan was jpers waded, 
contrary to his own inclination, to insist upon his rigjif, tend renew the 
dispute with Moawiyah, who had S^yria, Palestine, and /Egypt in his 
possession, and was proclaimed Caliph, in those countries, *teven before 
AU was killed* and refused to acknowledge Hasan's title, because he 
accused him of having been an accomplice in the murder of Othman. 

Hasan was by no manner of means qualified for such an under- 
taking, being naturally of a most peaceable disposition, t and who 
looked upon the effusion of Muslemans blood with th% greatest horror 
imaginable; but over-p^rs waded he set upon his march, having sent 
Kais before him with 12,000 men. Moawiyah was already upon his 
march towards them, and after a skirmish between f&is arid the 
Syrians, they rested in expectation of Hasan's arrival. When Hasan 
came t« Madayan, there happened a tumult in his army, occasioned by, 
the sudden murder of one of his men, which was nb sooner proclaimed, 
but the whole host was in such an uproar, that witho^any regard to 
his distinction, he was not only justlod from his seat, but received a 
wound. Upon this, he/etired into Madayan castle, Where the govern- 
our’s nephew proposed to his ^uncle to* put him in irons, an<f make a 
present of him to Moawiyah/ His unde gave him an hearfy curse, 
and $aid,^ What, would you betray the* son pf Che daughter pf the 
apostle of God ?* Hasan perceiving the people divided, ahd himself 
ill used and almost deserted by the Irakians, weary of fatigue^hw dis- 
turbance, wrote to Moawiyah, proffering to resign the Caliphate tc^him 
upon certain terms. • • v , 

Hosein, his younger brother, was utterly against Hasan?$ abdication, 
as being a reflection upon/and disparagement to the memory of their 
father Ali ; but Hasan, weWapprised of Moawiyah^ 'resolution on the 
one side , 4 and the fickleness oi his <?yn Irakiansion the other, persisted 
in hi& determination, and as it is said, had written to Mo&wiy&li before 
this la§t battle, hnd ptrejiiosed. some conditions. "-That befomMoa^iyph 
S. had received hie letter, |e aent him, a blank paper signed ame>qtto% 
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and bad him write what terms he ^teased in it, and he would take care 
to see them punctually performed. Hasan took the paper and doubled 
the condition! which he had mentioned in his letter, and when he and 
Moawiyah- can^e together, he insisted upon the conditions written in 
tile blank paper : which Moawiyah refused} end told him that it was 
reasonable he sflould be contented with those he had expressed in his 
letter, since it was his oWn pjtoposal. The articles tljat Hasan proposed 
were these : 1. Th^t Moawiyah should give him all the money in the 
treasury of Cufah. 2$ The revenues of a Vast estate in Persia. 

3. That Moawiyah should* make no reproachful reflection upon fiis 
father All. Moawiyah woqld npt cbnsent to the last article.* Then 
Hasan desired tha# at least he would forbear doing it in his hearing ; 
which Moawiyah promised him, but did not perform. 

The conditions agreed upon, Hasan and Moawiyah went into Cufah 
together, when Amrou Ebno’l Asi gave Moawiyah a hint, that he 
thought it proper for him to order Hasan to stand up and testify his 
abdications Moawiyah did not*approve of that motion ; but, over- 
come with Amrou's importunity, he commanded Hasa» to do it 1 hen 
Hasan stood up and said, having first praised God, * O people I God, 
whose name be magnified and glorified, directed you the right way by 
{he help of the first of our family, and hath prevented the effusion of t 
your blood b^ the means of the last of us. Moawiyah contended 
• wjth me concerning a matt** to which l had^a better pretension than 
him ; but I chose rather £0 restrain the people from fighting, and sur- 
render it t<? him. * But even this affair also hath a time prefixed for 
its duration, and the world is liable to changes/ Which last wegds, as 
presaging a revolution, Moawiyah so disrelished,' that he immediately 
commanded Hasan to sit down, and chid Amrou severely for having 
pressed him to it; nay, some authors go So far as to^say that he was so 
' exasperated against him, as never to be heartily reconciled as long as 
he lived : for he knew very well that it was guperfluous for Hasan to 
acquaint the people with what they were all eye-witnesses of : and that 
if h§ did speak at all,, it was more that? probable that he would leave a 
sting behii^d him.* Hasan, before his departure, stood up ifnd told the 
,': 3 ^i 35 ^,ihat he had tgree things to lay to their charge : the murder of 
hl$''4the^ the affront^offered to his own person, and the robbing hint 
of $sg$ods*; How, though Mpawiyah had promised him the treasury 
of Cufal-they refused^to let him have it y insisting upon its being their 
property, suid therefoje could not be alienjted without their consent. , 

However, that was no hindr^nce.to him? for Moawiyah possessed ’of 
the Caliphate, which was the only thin£ he aimed at, never fudged 
; him any revenue whatsoever. He assigned him about £150,000 $ yea*, 
besides large presents. He ana his brother Hosein retired .and iyed 
; pnvatdy at Medinah .. ye Spent 'most of hi^vastirevenue 

. So little was he attached to the things of thi$ - 
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twice in his lifetime he stript him&lf of all that he had : and three 
otherseyeral tipies he divided half his substance amongf the poor, 

His seal or motto during his Caliphate wa^: * Thereds.no Cod but 
God,%e tribe and manifest king/ * «. 11 , 

They differ as to the p^ecise time of his reign ; buhmost sjssign him 
about six months; or a little over. « ■ ' ' 

Upon his coming to Medinah, he was Blamed by some.of hisfeienda 
there for having so tamely and easily resigned ; 'but the followers of 
AJi, Hasan and Hoscin to this very day^ look upon it as a singular 
demonstration of his excellent ^disposition, *and tenderness over the 
people, '’upon which account he had been before recommended by the 
prophet* To those that asked him what induced him to resign so 
easily y he answereu that he was weary Of the world : besides that die 
Cufiahs were such a faithless people, that never a man of them ever 
trusted another, but he was a sufferer by it ; that never *two of them 
concufred in their opinion and desire of the same thing ; norhad they 
any regard either to good or evil : besides that their behaviour towards 
his father liad 'fpiite turned his thoughts from entertaining the least 
hopes of rectifying any thing that was amiss through their assistance ; 
and to sum up their character, that they were the most thievish, mis- 
chievous people in the world, / ■ , 1 

Though this is the true character of the^Cufians, yet ' they expressed ( 
a, great reverence for Kim; for when, as- soon as he entertained* 
thoughts of his resignation, he made this speech to/hem : * We are your 
commanders and your chiefs, and we are the family of the house of 
your prophet, from which God hath removed pollution, and whom he 
hath purified;* there was not a man present in the congregation but 
wept so loud that you might hear him sob ; besides they expressed 
their concern with.tears at his departure from Cufah to *f$dmah, 

' Whilst he lived at Medinah, some of the Karegites, those hereticks 
that gave his father so ltfach disturbance, made ah insurrection, against 
Moawiyah, who wrote to Hasrai to go out against them/ Hasan 
desired «o fce excused ; and told him that he had Jfeift off all puMfek 
afifeira On purpose to avoid it ; and that if* he hard cared for at 

aii, it should have been against him. - ' " - ■ , t * ; 

; ; . At last, in the 49th year of their date,, which falls In with the ©Sbth 
of ours, he died at Medinah, poisoned^by his wife, who was snhor&d 
ib commit that wickedness £y Yezid, the son of Moawiyah, ftpotfj&o* 
mise of marrying her afterwards ; but instead of that, she was foiled 
to Wepntented with a good oflmoney, which ; ^Ibawiyah : gave he* 
fbt hhr p^ins; for YtM was sibt so mad as to t^ust himself in her 
embraces/;' \ '*1*. ; . '/•// v ^ 

Whenthe time of his 4 death drew near, his physician, he, was 

, ; the robm, and 'eyeing 

t M* w^ere eaten pp with po^on. A«f 
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brother, begged of him* to tell btm^who it was that gave him the 
draught, and $worethat he would iJe revenged on him, if he could 
reach him^ before his burial If not, he would send somebody that 
should. Hasad answered, * 0 brother! the life of this world is made 
up of nights which vanish away ; let. him t dlone till he and I meet 
together before GocL* And refused to 1 'mention the person. Some say 
that Moawiyah suborned scale of his servants to poison him. • • 

He was born at Medinah, m the middle df the month Ramadan, in 
the third year of the Hegirah* TheTe is an inffnity of traditions con- 
cerning him and his brother Hosein and no wonder, considering they 
were the grandchildren of one reputed an inspired prophet by his only 
daughters Of Hasan they relate, that he was very much like his 
grandfather Mahomet, who, when he was born, spit in his mouth, and 
named Hftn PJasan. He used to express his fondness of him in his 
infancy aftef such a loathsome manner as cannot be repeated. When 
he was at prayers, little Hasan jused to come and clamber updh him, 
<fnd Mahomet to humour him would hold him on, and prolong the 
prayers on purpose,* Nay, sometimes in the miclsf of a discourse 
to the people, if he saw Hasan and Hosein coming towards him, he 
would come down to them and embrace them, and take them up with 
him into. the pulpit ; then, making a short apology in behalf of their 
innocency and«tender age, proceed in his discourse. * 

* 4 My author says, ‘ That # the Syrians indeed set up Moawiyah at 
‘ Jerusalem* because there was none to oppose them, and the Irakians 

* set up Hasan against him, and had undoubtedly succeeded in their 

* attempt ; if their mismanagement and divisions among themselves 
1 had not frusERtted it. But had they understood aright, they would 

* have magnified the mercy of God, in giving them the apostle's grand- 
son. Wha^efind in the book intituled, “ The .Demonstrations of 
( Prophecy/* from the tradition of Sephinah, who was a servant or freed 

'* man of the apostle of God, is a proof that hi* was the right successor. 

* Mahomet said, “ The Caliphate sh^ll continue after me 30 years, 

‘ after that shg.ll be a kingdom ” Now Mahomet died^n <he nth 
‘year of. the Hegirah, eand Sasan’s abdication was in the 40th: from 
‘ whence it is plain, itot only that Mahomet is a prophet, but that 

* H$ isatt is his rightfuf successor. That Mahomet had praised him, fpr 
‘ this fcl$ reluu|Uishing the present perishing world, and desiring that 
‘other which is permanent, and sparing # the effusion of the blood of 

* thus people:; that Mahomet one day moisted the pulpit, and Hasan ' 
‘, sat by hi m* which he. frequently tised Jp do ; and Mahome^liooked 

‘ sometimes upon him, and sometime? upon the people : after a paitse* 

‘ he said, “ O people I this son of •mine is lord, and God shallimiteby 

\ . .. „ •’ ’ 

so 


■ 


, ,* 'The Mahometans tay thmr graydts prostrated, 
'tfeOMgh'il 

wild of a. 

uted (er a 


that their foreheads touch t.. 
d it in theold Tettarttem _ 
M aame^wprd that sigtwfm woafcip is 
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1 his means two great contending parties of 'the Muslcmans.” ; This 
last is from Albochari, the great collector of the traditions of Mahomet. 

I have not yet been able to find out who this author i^ from whom I 
have taken this last argument, because the book 4 is imperfect both at 
the beginning and the edd, and, I could never find %ny other copy bf 
him ' but be hath been of singular use to me throughout the whole 
* coufse of this history to the ljfe of MerwSin, the son of Hakem, where 
the eppy fails. I find in ^another passage, tliat &e was himself the 
author of the book 0 / the i Demonstrations 'of Prophecy/ Which he 
mentions. He also affirms that he wrote afhothcr treatise to prove that 
it was impracticable for Mahomet to many Abu Sophyan’s daughter, 
of which more afterwards. Whosoever he was, it is certain fie was a 
great Imam. 

A woman once «having presented him with a bunch of fine herbs, 
he asked her if she was a free woman ; the woman told hint she was a 
slave, but that the present she had m$xle was rare and curious. Hasan 
gave her her liberty, 0 and said to ‘those jhat, were present,** We have 
received this instruction from God himself, that we ought to .give to 
those that make us presents something of more value than that, which 
they give its / meaning, that this moral instruction is couched in the 
, Alcoran, which the Muslemans, blind as they are, look upon as thq, 
Word of c God. © • 

They, relate a wonderful instance of*tlje moderation of this * 
Caliph. A slave having spilled a dish of scalding broth upon him as 
he sat at table, threw himself down instantly at his knees, and repeated 
to liirm these words of the Alcoran, * Paradise is open to those that 
govern their passion/ Hasan answered him, * 1 am swt at all in a 
passion/ , The slave w^nt on, * And to those that pardon offences/ / 1 
pardon you yours/ said Hasan. The slave went on to^Jjje end of the 
Verse, which says, * God loves those above all who dogood to them 
that .have offended them/ Hasan concluded top, ‘Since it is $ 0 , I 
give you your liberty and four hundred drachms of silver/ * ; ' , 

f. Therar is^an author, who, treating concerning Hasatfs death, 1 $ays, 
that it was contained in the treaties between^ hidi. ahd MoaWtydh, . 
'that Moayviyah should never declare a successor $6 long"a$' tmi^n; 
lived, but should leave the election in the.handkof a certatn.buihbar 
of persons, Of which Hasan was to haue*the nomination,^! Omar bad 
done before. But that Moawiyah, desirous of e leaving the /paliplmle 
to ifis son Ye^id, thought he^ould not bring his v design about b*ng 
as Hasan was alive. * ♦ „ f is ,s • ■/] ‘ 

He had twenty children, fifteen males, and five daughters. Though 
his wives foere all of them remarkably fond of him, yet he^was apt very 
frequently to divorce them and marry pew onef ^There at;e some . 
, 'among the |ectaries,ojf AH who draw the fine jor descent of the Imams 
AMo|ah*chC mjus 'Children, who had Vahya f but 
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the Persians will have the successicmV* pass from Hasan to his younger 
brother Hosch. ^ . 

The Muslemahs qutfe'ithis sentence of Hasan— ‘The tears which 
aie.let fall* through«devotion should not be wiped off* nor the water 
which r<jcnains ittpon the body after legSI* washing ; because this 
water: makes the face of the faithful f shine when they present them- 
selves before God? # • . 

fje died at the age of 47 years, in the month Sefer. He left direc- 
tions in his will for them to bury hint near his grandfather Mahomet ; 
but to prevent any disturbance, and Jest he should be carried to the 
common burial-place, he thought it proper to ask Ayesha’s lea vp, which 
she granted. But when he was dead, Said, who was governour of the 
town, and Merwan, the son of Hakem, and all the whole family of the 
house of Ommiyah, that were then at Mcdinah, opposed it, Upon 
which the lieats*bctween the two families arose to a great height At 
last, Ayeslia said that it was henhouse, and that she would n<jj t allow 
film to be buried there ; wherefore they laid him in the common bury* 
mg-place. When Moawiyah heard of Hasan’s death, ke fell down and 
worshipped, 


* Tfa Cali riJs of ihe family of Qmmiyaii, which are 14 in 
all; the first of winch is 

M O A W I Y A H, 

The son of Ano So^hyan, being the sixth from Mahomet, 
?+ An. Heg. 41. coepit Maii 6, A.C. 66r« 

AtL opposition removed, Moawiyah takes entire possession of the 
Caliphate. The family of Hashem, qf which were Mahomet and Ali, 
lay into coals rak|d up in embers, not able to stir. The hearts of the 
jfebpfe jwere entirely » the interest of Hosein, the young?r brother, of 
; pasah>‘put' 5 Moiwiy^! had possession and the army, fie was indeed 
i'.m^\pf'grfeat abilities and jteady conduct— but before we proceed to, 
a-oedunt of his government, it wiirnot be amiss to enquire j& 
httte into Ws original* „ # 

' 'UU fath^ At>u Sophyan, was one of tie heads of the noble tribe of 
thfe Coreish, of whidh.was Mahomet ; an*d as soon as Mahomet took: 
Up arms, not so much Tor the defeneb |s for the propagation of hlu pre- ; 
tcndejdly inspired religion, Ab* «Sophyan was made 
, the iniidels against him ; apd, after the battle of Beder, he stood fcjyrp. 
| fair for the headship, o^thaftribe, ' He 

course, his gravity, had his immeqjse rlch^ 
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all competition. But at last* he Wa$ convinced — as it should seem, by 
asignal victory gained by Mahomet over his enermes—of the truth of 
his pretensions. This was no small accession to Mahomefa interest, 
who had been sufficiently galled and harassed* bj the Coref$h, Moa- 
wiyab and. his wife came* in the same day; Abu S^phyaii, alter tk 
conversion to Mahometanism, begged three things of Mahosftet. The 
first w^s, that to make amends for former offences, as he had com- 
manded the forces of the *inRdels against the trap religion, he might 
now have, the honour of having the command of the army of the faithful 
against the infidels, which was granted. His second petition was that 
his son 3# JVloawiyah, might be his iecretary, to which Mahomet assented. 
The third was that the apostle would vouchsafe to* marry his second' 
daughter Gazab, for which Mahomet begged his excuse. OUr author 
Says it Was not lawful, but forbears the reason, because he sa$s, as we 
have observed before, he hath written a particular treatiserrelatmg to 
thatafl&ir. ’ ‘ l * '/*,./ * . • v - 

Moawiyah was no sooner settled in lps government, but the Kate* 
gites—cnemies to all government, both ecclesiastical and civil—bcgan 
to infest him. They always were of opinion that the person who was 
to preside in spirituals should not be one of man's making not descend 
by any succession, but whose spirituality should recommend, him to. 

* the approbation of the godly, Upon Hasan's refusal tcutake up arms, 
Moawiyah sent the Syrians against them,** # But the Separatists beat ♦ 
the Syrians, so he applied himself to his new subjects the Cufian$,and 
the inhabitants of ail those parts of Babylonia, and fold them that how 
was th^ir time to give him proof of the sincerity of their obedience— 
that he should have no security of their loyalty, unless ik^y vigorously 
opposed this rebellion. They having taken arms, the Separatists would 
have persuaded them to desist, and asked them whether^r no Moa- 
wiyah was not their common enemy. Let us alone, said They, to make 
war, upon him: if wckiiywm, wc have ridded you of your enemy-^if 
he kills, us, you ate rid of us. The Cubans did not think it proper to 

''bdarken Jto their advice, and the war was soon ended by the sup^yes-' 
of the Abels. * *<■ 

' ^ We meet with little worth observing after this fill the three>nd: ; , 
fottiethyear, which was remarkable for dfeath Of the faints 
of whom it is reported by; t*£dition, that JWahometXaaidi^ 
Vrhpre is no truer Musleman, nor more steadfast#** the f^th |han 

;Amrott/ Hp was ip the war^of Syria, where he behaved himself 
singular boutageand resolution. Alwayg excellent \n ;hifc /ady^e* 
steady Id the execution. ‘Afterwards Omar sent; 'JEgj/tfc' 

which he tbnquered; and was made djeuterilani there. Qthman ^on*- 

* •(finned' min in that' post four years, and then removed upon 

* lytdch ho., netifed and hyed . privately 1 in • Palestine. ; After Qthh^a^ { ', 

1 '■“» T ;i •/* V0#timl fhtiki* day.of victory. V Y/.' *v Vj' } ' 
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death, he went over to Moawiyah 11 pen his invitation ; and had. a great 
share in all thjtt controversy betv&ea Aii and Moawiyah, who con* 
tinned him in,the lieutenancy of ^Efgypt till his death, allowing him all 
the revenues of that Ich country, upon condition that he should 
maintain, the forces that were kept there* * * 1 

He wa# justly Reckoned one of the jtnost considerable men among J 
the Arabians,, both, upon th<^ aocount of the quickness of his natural 
parts, his valour and good judgment Before he turned Mahometan, 
he was one of thosh three poets* tl^it usea tq* write lampoons upon 
Mahomet m which he expelled. There are some fine proverbs of his 
remaining (they are my author’s words, for we never saw them), and 
good verses* , . His* dying speech to his children is pathetic attd mas- 
culine. If I had had a more perfect copy of it, I would have inserted 
it He laments in it very much, his ever having exercised his wit in 
exposing th* prophet. • 

The same y dtt died Abdollah Ben Salem, a Jewish rabbin, who had 
turned Mahometan betimes : he ftsed to say that when Mahomft came 
first, tp Medinah, he used to pfess amongst the arowdjto get a sight of 
him ; and that at the first glance he perceived that he had nothing in 
his countenance that looked like an impostor. 

, We have before observed that Ziyad was in Ali’s reign made lieu* 

. tenant of Persi^. Which office he discharged very much to his own « 
» reputation, and the advantage of the people. He was a man of incom- 
parable parts, and prodigfous greatness of spirit. He was MoawiyaVs 
brother b^the father’s side, but a bastard; and old Abu Sophyan 
durst not own him for fear of Omar’s severity. He was bom in the 
year of the fcJtagirah, and as he grew up quickly distinguished Himself, 
by his great abilities and masterly eloquence* to such a degree, that 
once in the reign of Omar at a meeting of the companions, he was so 
much taken rlfetice of, that Atnrou said, * Had the father of this youth 
been of the family of the Coreish, he would have driven all the 
Arabians befqre him with his walking-stick.’ * Moawiyah was resolved 
: Jd secure, him in hi$ interest ; and bethought no way so proper, as by 
ovvnihg him publscldy to b%,his brother. Ziyad in Oman’s time was 
madd a Cadibr judg$; and when witnesses came before him, accusing 
AJnw^eirah $ incontinency, whether ouf of favour, or, because 
fa$od '<***' : 4 &k proof, he dtsjnissed Almogeirah, and scourged i 
^tgejto/'^erely. Jhis endeared him to Almogeirah for ever afkjfe ; 
Ziyad having; bUen^placed in the lieutenancy of Persia by Ali,lfp^ 
Hasfn^:r$signatioa to Moawiyah, he kept at a distance, and refused; 
acknowledge government This gave Moawiyah no sni^l. unf, 
easiness, w^o w&s extremely afraid that Ziyad should strife^ h> tjjidv; 
fomt ly of Hashem, and emtfroil his affairs by. renewing the - 
Moawiyah had given the lieutenancy of Cufah ip Almo^ah : ; \Vf|^, 
'poking him a visit in the forty f second yea^ Mbawiyah acnuaihtil piii 
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with t]u* causes of his uneasiness S who asked his .leave to go to him, 
to which he consented, and sent a civil letter by hint with a kind invi« 
tatioty Mogeirah made so good use of his friendship- wjth Ziyad, that 
ho never ceased importuning him till he had p&vailfed fapon'hini to go 
alohg^with him to Moawiyah. Where he was no sootier arrived, bbt 
he ^mediately ivic^howledgod iiim Caliph. Soon after whteh, Moa- 
•. wiyah owned him t$> be his brother by*his*£ather , s side, which Vas done 
by prodding the evidence pPthe conversation between Ziyatfs mother 
and Abu.Sophyam * * * . **■ 

‘Abu Sophy an, in the days of ignorances before drinking wine was 
made a^in by the Alcoran, traveftiing.in Tjiayef, refreshed himself at a 
publish house ; where he lay with this Ziyad’s mother, who was then 
married to a Greek f lave. The old man that kept the house was yet 
alive | and MoaWjyah, to own Ziyad in as publick a manner*as might; 
be, tifton a set day in a full assembly, examined him touching the con- 
versation of Abu Sophyan with Somyah. The old man gave in Sifoh a 
strong evidence, as would have passed for & very good proof in the 
case of impotency. Ziyad was angry, and said that he was called for 
to bring proof, and not scandal. However, by this means he was 
acknowledged to be a true Arabian, of the noble blood of the family of 
the Coreish; which though illegitimate, was a- greater honour than he; 

‘ could ever otherways have obtained to : for let his achievements have 
been nev& so great, he ityist still have undergone some reflection upon < 
the account of the baseness of his original. 

It is observed that this is the first time that ever the law* that is the 
AlcdfctM, was openly violated in a judicial way of proceeding. For the 
child belonged to his legal father, the Greek slave thu* married his 
mother and Mahomet* had left it as a decision in *such cases ; * The 
child to thc blankets, and the whore to the Stone.’ That is, * Bring up 
the child, Und ston£ the whore/ Moawiyah’s relation^ stormed, and 
were quite out of patieneg, they said that he had not Only mtrodu^d a 
’Wn of a whore into the family, to the disparagement pf all fheir 
;V : ISlhdred; but had raked .into The ashes of old Abu Sophyan^ JMs 
father, who^had lived and pied with a good ' refwtatfqm ; ' 
: '- ';cdiild benr aH tlmir,,pomplMnm very patiendyf 'tie 
gained ids point, add secured entirely id his interest the greatest’ man 
: Wih^age. •* ' : V‘' ^ 

s Abdollah, the son of Amur, was at this time^oyetnpr trf jpasqrah ; 

< whj5m». i ^tbawiyah removed unequal to that chalet., because. 

too grea| gehtjeness of his disposition : (or the country • 

'vrun.withthieves and mtirderefs for want of djsciplui^J .ftiai' 

' never car«d: to punish any, bfit inqli^ied rather to "^in •ihim i '^y v ;tlie 
; ^weetnesa \his mmpsMnd a .gentle behaviour*, 
jpbrtabty aflfiefod , withi' 'this grievance, mafde jtheir cqriip^ntjl Mok* , 
j^fjyah.j whq pu|t ip, Hareth for a ritjfc firae j 
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them amends for Abdollah’s lcnitt,%y sending them Ziyad, who drew 
the sword anct chastised their insolence with exemplary punishments. 
When he carhe to.Basorah things were in such a bad condition that 
tlyire was iiardJy any walking the streets ; but especially in the night, 
which always full of disorder and bloodshed. He made a very 
severe , speech to them, at which he* had an excellent talent, being 
reckoned the best orator nexf to # Ali, whq never had any equal.* One 
of t£e polite Arabians used to say, ‘That lfe never in his life heard a 
man speak well, but he wished he would have *done, being in pain for 
him, lest he should fall beneath himself and speak worse; Ziyad only 
excepted, for the more he spoke the more he excelled/ In this speech 
he acquainted them that he was very well apprised of the lamentable 
condition they were In, upon the account of these disorders : and that 
he 3vas r?solVqd to put an end to them. He next published an order, 
forbidding any person of what quality soever to be found' abroad in the 
streets, or in any publiclc place, after the hour of evening pray«* upon 
{tain -Of death. And to. put. his order in execution, he appointed a 
Sjtrbng Watch to gqf the rounds, and put to the sworef every one they 
met out of, their houses after that hour. There were aoo persons 
killed the first night, but five the Second, and no blood at all shed 
In the third. , 

l Besides the*lieutenancy of Basorah, Moawiyah gave him those of 
Chora'san, Sejestdn, India, Bahrein and Amfnan. Not unadvisedly : 
for the mo ip committed to his care, so much the lighter to himself was 
the burthen of his government, The very name of Ziyad made all the 
villains witli m the precincts ,of his government tremble. He was not 
savage nor cr§S in his temper : but strictly just, and absolute in his 
way of governing; impatient of the least neglect of his commands; 
and dne that ^puld not abate an ace of his authority. But notwith- 
standing all his greatness, he met with a rebuff in this five and 
fortieth year j which it is uncertain how he would have resented, if the 
perspn that offered it had lived a littl^longcr.* He had sent Halcem, 

eqh Amaic to take a place called Mount Ashal ; Hakcm sue- 
v c^ded v^iy.wfeff in tl*e enterprise, killed a great number of the |enemy, 
4^4 fought off $U t^% riches of the place.* Upon this Ziyad sends hint 
•'''wb^d-^t’^'had-received a fetter from Moawiyah, the Emperor of; th$ 

, fatthf^l); commanding him to ISty apart all the white and yellow, m^ajn^ 

■ and gold, belonging to this spoil, that it might bt put 1 

into, the jtmisj^y. Now as to this particular, there is a decisive rul^ in 1 
-• 'the being a chapter m^e on purpose,* occasjqhedby 

a mutiny among Mahomet's soldier!, ^Bout the division of the $pi&k; J 
That is, thaf after any victory there shall first be taken ou?a fifth: |Sri';, 
,bf th^poils to bo reserved lor the treasury; and, the rest be ( 

/ JStmf. Numb* 49$* ** ‘ ’ ' v ‘ 

t Tht <?h«pt*r of spoils ; wh&h is «$»&. ” : 

. w* ' * ' '% ■- ^ " 
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among the soMiers. Hakem studkf dose to the text of the Alcoran, 
and $fet:$yid word that the authority of the hook; of God was 
superior to that of the Emperor of the faithfuFj letter } and that hath 
it thu$ * Though the heavens and the earth coifspjfed together against; 
a servant of God,, who ptifhis tgust in him, he would §nd him a secure 
place of refuge* and a means of deliverance/ Then m laid ^side the 
fifth* part according to die $e*t ; and divided the spoil asfrong the 
soldiers. After this (for expected no mercy), h^said, * D God 1 if I 
be in thy favour take* me/ His* request was granted ; and lie fiied 
quickly after. * • 

This same year Zeid the son of Thabefc, one of Mahomet’s sccre- 
„ t taries When he dictated the Alcoran, died. He wrdle that copy Which 
was used by the Cahphs or Imams at the command of Othman, the ; 
son ofAffaa * t ^ •••,,/ , 

My author had seen it, and adds, that all he had seyn ofhis writing 
was att'extraordinary fair strong haqd. Zeid learned Hebrew ih ij 
days, so as to be ablq to read life books qf the Jews. He learned 
Persian of One df Cosroes his ambassadors in i&days ; and lie learned 
.yEthiopick, Greek, and Coptick of one of Mahomet’s slaves. He was 
15 years old at the battel of ‘ the ditch/ HO was the most pleasant 
, facetious man in the world at home, and the most reserved whfcn 
he' went* abroad. Once he saw the people coming*from prayers, 
dfld he made what haste he could to get otft pf the way' of them, like * 
one that did not care to be seen. He used to say, 'He th$t doth not 
reverence men will not reverence God/ ’ , ■ 

Thi^year Merwan the son of Hakem went on pilgrimage to Meccah ; 
he was governor of Medinah. # 

The next year Abdorrahman son of Caled the grdat was poisoned in 
Syria : occasioned «by Moawiyah’s jealousy. For the jpldiera, those; 
especially who had been witnesses of his father’s valour and conduct, * 
•to whom he appeared n# way inferior, favoured him to that 'degree 
that Moawiyah was afraid of h\pi ; and during His absence 1 an,, 
^xpeditian ^gainst the Greeks, tampered with a Christian Of 

hf$ to poison him; upon promise not tfhly tfr refnit 
tribute* but to give him the* lieutenancy of Hems. , Upon 'Ahidpriah- 
man?s r0tum, the conditions were punctually performed ; " 

but he, djd not loiig enjoy the reward his perddiOusnass ; ‘Gated > . 
the^oh of Abdorrahman receiving information af it, ;eame • 

apd revenged his father^ death upon that wicked * 

Mddwiyah Imprisoned hta, # for* a time ; and. 'nu^, ; ’ 
the tndheW for the expiation # of jnurther; aftcrwaft^fcjfo 
himrah^, to Medipah. . . //> * !* <’ . , ; /■ ; u \ ^ 

W tehgPfter ■ this, happened the death of a 1 very gi^atmtpn 'among;, ; 
followem;;rf Alt; His name, was Hejer, a person J 
Ifte singular^ and of 
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cation according to. the Mahometan “law, and exactness in observing 
the hours of •devotion. He lived| a? Cufah. It was the .custom of 
Moawiyah and his lieutenants every Friday in their harangues to the 
people to eVcccd in tjie praise and commendation of Othman, and rail 
anti revile Ali, This was done byAlmogeiralr whenhe was lieutenant of 
Cufah, m&re out of complaisance to Moawiyah, than^ny inclination of 
his own. As he, was one dajf pronouncing these Reproaches against 
AH, Hejer and his^ company stood up* and interrupted him, and 
returned the ill language back again upon Himself : but , Mogei- 
rah passed it by and forgave them, without taking any further 
notice. Ziyhd was not sp geptle upon* the same provoking occasion* 
He used to divide the year into two equal parts : six months he 
resided at Cufah ; the other six at Basorah. Coming according to his 
cu$tpm to#Cufahj in his harangue he called Ali by the name of Abu 
Torahs whldk signifies in Arabick, ‘ Father of dust, or dusty ? (for it is . 
common with me Arabians to use the word father in such #ases). 
This Was the most acceptable picVname to Ali in the world, having 
been given him by Mahomet himself. Hejer, resolved «to affront him, ; 
stood up and said, he seems to have designed a compliment to Ali. 
This provoked Ziy&d tp such a degree that he immediately seized him, 

S d thirteen more of his companions, and sent them in chains to 
2 caliph* Moj^iyafcu 

• But though this was the •end of it, there* were several preceding 
provocations. For before thi|, Hejer being so popular .for his piety, 
and such an*avowed enemy to Moawiyah, and friend of Ali and his 
party ; Ziyhd would have carried him along with him to Basorah, from 
Cufah ; for fCTfejAe should make any disturbance. Hejer said*that he 
was indisposed. .Ziyhd answered angrily, that he knew lie was indis- 
posed as to his religion, heart and understanding, adding with an oath 
that if he dare2*to raise any commotion, he should have an eye over 
him* Another time when Ziykd was making g speech to the people, 
he stood so long that the hour of prayer was come* Hejer, who was 
,the\. strictest’ uttian alive In all things ’belonging to the exey:i5§ of 
r^l|gion^;cryed.dut * $al|t, to prayers :* Ziykd took no notic£ of it, but 
stig^eht 'bc| '^h 'bis discourse* Hejer, fearing lest the time should be 
pasi.'beg^n':'tb0 pfttyerS ia the congregation himself, upon which Ziyhd , 
wasjfotced toj^reak off, and ctaie down and joyh with them. . 'Thi& : 
affrpijf Ke ^eyei* forgave* looking upon it as a great "diminution of |ti$l 
character, dmt y rpteja Jong letter to Moawtyah, aggravating the matter, 

, aijd that he might put.hin* in irons, and send him tp hw&v 

/itjfii time Ziyhd was forced to take*a journey on purpose ■jSojah;; 
, Basorah to Cufah, upon information that Hejer and the 
refused tp acknowledge his lieutenant there, and used to throw dust 
him when;he was in his pulpit* This obliged Ziyhd to come ‘hj&ck JW •• 
Cbfab* WhWg| doathed in a silk c^sock, and 9, yest of fold b*bc^ 
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he went intb the pulpit himself/ afrd made a severe speech to the 
people, teUMig themi he should malic but a very jnsigjniff:ant ; figure in 
his post t if he suffered his authority to be thus § et at fought and, 
trampled without making ah example of Hejer. In, his pration 
he frequency, as Occa$iofs c served, used these words, * And |Jt belongs 
to the emperof df the faithful \* ht wh[ch r Hejer took up an handful of 
dust and flung at him? with these words, v *God curse thee, tlxpu lyest f 
Whereupon Ziyhd came dSwn and went to prayers among the people, 
tljcn retiring to the castle he sent' for Hejer, who refusing to come, he 
sentn party to fetch him, between whom ahd Hejer’s friends there 
was fe Kttle skirmish with stones and cudgels, so that they did not 
catfr^ him Off that time ; but he was taken soon after and sent to 
Moawiyah, attended with a sufficient number of witnesses to testify 
against him, that^e had spoken reproachfully of the Cfdiphj affronted 
the $mir Oykd) and affirmed; that the government did n&t belong to 
any o^ right, hut only to the family of All Moawiyah sent some 
. officers with orders to put them to death, and authors differ as to thh 
circumstance of their being admitted into his presence or not Gad- 
rah, a village on the back-side of Damascus, was the place appointed 
for their execution \ and during their stay there, Moawiyah advised 
With his friends how they should be dispensed of Some •were for 
putting them to death, others for dispersing them tlito%h the several^ 
territories of his vast dominions. Ziykd sent him word, that if he had* 
any occasion for the kingdom of Irak, they must < lye, Tl*e chief men 
of the court begged off six of them. When H ejer was come near the 
place ‘of execution, he desired space to wash himself, which he always 
punctually observed, after which he said two short prdfers, and rising 
up, £aid, < If I liad been , afraid of death I could have made them 
longer but when he saw his grave digged ready for h^n, his winding 
sheet Spread out, and the executioner’s sword drawn, he obsfehred 
to tremble. Whbreupofci, being asked if he did not say that Jife whs' 
not afraid : he asked again, how should it be possible not to be rhbyed 
at ,such*a jjrospeOt ? The executioner bad him stretch ddt .hk ^eck 
^trei^ht ; he answered he would not- be assistant to His own { 4p&% h. 
Then liis head Was immCdfately struck off ; his^>ody was wasfted|Vand 
he, was buried in his chains according tp his own directions. t 
Ayesfia had sent a messenger to intercede for him, who amvOd*tbo 
Safe, Afterwards when Moawiyah went to Mecftnah, life Visited' 
who said to him from behind, the curtain, * What was become; of: 
compassion, Moawiyah, whe$ you killed Hejer' and '■ 

\ i 1 tpse d^at, -mother/ said he, when I am absent frold'' . i^uchi • ' 

■as’ volitate/ fi ’ *«?, ^ f 

• v , About thfelatter fend; qfthe eight and fortieth ye^'^'^^yah isfefet 
1 his son Yddd ; with,? a powerful army to besiege ' 

;\feuthors gtve'bsida^ount of thefartiqulw of 
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mention three or four of ‘the most eminent of the companions, whose 
seal, notwithstanding their great afe, ’prompted them to undergo such 
fatigue and hazard. The army suffered the extremity of hardship in 
their march \ but thgy lad a tradition sufficient to encourage them, it 
being no less th^na plenary indulgence ; Mhhomet having said, 4 The 
sins of tlie first army that takes the city of Caesar ,are*forgiven.’ Here 
it was that the famous AbA Jyub was # killed, wjio had been with 
Mahomet at the babels of Beder and Ohuch: his tomb is held in such 
veneration, that to thi$ day the dtnperors of the Ottoman family 
go to it to have their sworefs girt on, on their accession to the throne. 

In the fiftieth year died Aknogoirali the governor of Cufah. , There 
had been a great pfhgue raging there, which made him retire ; but upon 
its casing he returned and died of it. He was an active man, and of 
Very goocf parts ; he had lost one of his eyes at the battle of Ycrmouk, 
Kibngh sonfe wiljhave it that it was with looking upon an eclipse. He 
was accounted to be of the wropg party, and one of the ohief of 
diem ; for thus , they rec^on^ thefe are five elders on Aji's side, 
Mahomet, Ali, Phatemab, Hasan, Ilosein ; and thei? opposites are, 
AbubekCr, Omar, Moawiyah, Amrou and Mogeirah, 

The same year Kair wan, the metropolis of that province which is 
properly galled Africa, was built, though not finished till the fifty-fifth 
year. It lies 33 leagues distant from Carthage, towards the N.E., and 
•12 from the sea. The accquftt they give of it is, that Moawiyah having 
constituted pkbah governor of the province of Africa, he put all those 
to the swora that had revolted from Mahometanism ; for it was their 
custom upon the approach of the Saracen army 10 make profession 
of it, and upSJNheir departure to return to their old religion again. The 
place of the govenuJr’s residence before was in*Zeweilah and Barca ; 
wherefore Okbah resolving to have a garrison thereabouts to keep 
them in awe, ptched upon Kairwan; and because his march had been 
interrupted; hnd perplexed by the woodiness of^the country, which was 
full of fyild beasts and serpents ; he felled all the trees round about in 
that neighbourhood, and bestowed them in the building. This city 
Was of great use tJthqp for keeping the country in subjection ; and it 
.remote frt>m the «sea, and bordering upon the desert, rendered? 
thetn secine from the Invasions of the Sicilian and Roman fiavies ; so ' 
thaUtfter#ardW it became a flourishing city, considerable not only for ; 
its pnh^^n^ private buildings, riches and the like, but also for ..{tics 
Study of the sciences and polite literature.* \ \ 

This same year is remarkable for-the death of one Rahya, Who, waa 
one bfj the <jtr$est professors of Mahometanism ; he was tiot jpresenit' 
at the 'battle cf Beder.. Mahomej used to say to him, * That it all ; 
men he had; ever seen, Rahya did most resemble the angel Gabriel* 
Theyfear after Saed Ben Zend* died j he was the Mt of those (I ; 
teh in 41) that had a positive promise fif * 
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About thistime Moawiyah, who kppt his constant residence at Da- 
mascus, Jiad a fancy to remove Mahomet's pulpit thither from Medinah. 
He said/ That the walking-stick and pulpit of the aposfo>of £od should 
not n&nalft'ifr the hands of the murderers of Otum&nl threat search was 
made for fop wforing^stfolc, anchat last they found it. *then they went/ in 
obedience to hisfcommands, to fopiove the pulpit; when immediately 
to then* great surprise and astonishment, ^the sun was eclipsed to that 
degrep that the stars appeared. Thig put them all* into a great conster- 
nation, for they looked upon it as' a manifest indication of the divine 
displeasure, for their presuming Jo lay hands \ipon the apostle's pulpit, 
in ordec to remove it from the place where he had set it himself. This 
made, them desist from their enterprize/andthe Mddiniaris were left Jn 
the peaceabfe possession of this holy relic j till some years afterwards, 
Abdolmelik had a mind to it ; but one of the Mediums saM to him, 
Fof Ood's sake do not attempt such a thing, for Mpawfyah did Wt 
move once and the sun was eclip^d t' He urged besides, a tradi- 
tion from Mahomet, who had said, * Whosoever shall swehr upon m? 
pulpit falsely, hfell shall be his mansion.' ‘And/, added he,;* will you 
go and take it away from the Medinians, when rt is the dqpision :of 
their controversies ?' Upon this representation Abdolmelick forbore 
and never mentioned it again. After this Alwaled in his p^grimago 
made th* same attempt, but when he sent for it, his meaBenger received 
this answer, ‘Bid your master fear God, afi&not expose himself tp the* 
divine displeasure f with which answer Alwaled ^cmain^i very, well 
satisfied. Afterwards when Solyman, the son of Abdolmelik, came on 
pilgrimage that way, Amrou, the son of Abdolaziz, was mentioning these 
things to him ; f I do not Jove/ answered Solymanf^fb hear these 
things mentioned either of the Emperor Abdolmelik, or of Waled, what 
have we to dp with it ? We have taken possession of tlj^ world, and it 
is in our hands, and we will stand to the determination of the Mufos- 
man doctors.* * \ \/"V. },■*/*; 

. , And now the famous Ziyhd's }ime was come. He died of 
, on the third day of the month Ramadan, in the fifty-thirtf y^ar; of foe 
Hegimh, which was his age. A little before hfcdiea he. wrote a’^letter 
fo Moawiyah, acquainting him that he had redteed all Jraic,ittfo, i ^er- ( 
feet Subjection to him from north to soufo, and begged of him to - give 
him the lieutenancy of Arabia Petrsea. * It is superfluous tp afotfoat.it 1 
was granted, for it was not \n Moawiyah's pow«r tp deny hin*anyfobig, 
shall I siy, or rather that it? was his interest to* have him -employed 
everywhere if possible. • As §pon as the* Arabians 
Under the^greatest concern in foe world, for fear .he' 
tyranny over them as‘ he had donfc*before upon foe pwfr 
Hphn fop first news of fofoe son of Amer, rose up.: and- #ent to foe 
fofopfe of; hlpctifc’fo deprepate his "coining ampngst<‘fo^ ; <h^'^he' . 
?vpeople ' prayed/fo ; feifo. Ziyhd, struck with fop ^kgfce* ; , 
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intolerable pain in his hand that b| cpnsulted a cadi, in point of con- 
science, whctlfer it w.ere better to dt it off or not The Cadi told him, 

* That he was kfraid, if his time was come, he should go before God 
without that hand, .widen was cult off to avoid the appearing before him, 
and if -it ^as not come, he would remain lame among men, which would 
be a reproach to his child* ; wherefore 1 he was of opinion, that live or 
die he had better let it alone f and so left him. However, notwithstand- 
ing this grave decision, Ziyftd, impatient Of the pain which increased 
every moment, was resolved^to have it cut off ; *but when he* saw the ■ 
lire, and the cauterizing irons, his heart; failed him. It is said that he had 
about him noless thgih 150 physicians, three of which had belongedio Cos- 
roes, the son of Hormuz, king of Persia, but it was not in their power tore- 
verse the sealed decree, nor the thing that was determined. He had 
bCen M oawjyah’s lieutenant over Irak five years. Hi? was buried near 
Cufah, which he passed by in his journey towards Arabia, in order to 
take possession of his new government there. When Abdollarti, the 
son ofAmer, heard of the death of Ziy&d, he said, ( Go thy way thou 
s<>n of Somyah ; this world did not stay with thee, neither hast tliou 
attained to the other/ 

Upon Almogeirah’s death, Moawiyah, who could never do enough 
f6r his brother Ziyad, or rather for himself, added the lieutenancy of * 
^Cufah to all tlibse vast territories he had entrusted him withal before. 
He was the first that jdyaed those two great trusts of Basorah and 
Cufah together. When he came first to Cufah, having left Basorah to 
the care of Samrah, in his first speech he told the Cubans that he once 
had thoughtfe^bringing along with him 2,000 of his guards, but recol- 
lecting that tlieywejje honest men, he had brought no other attendance 
but only Ids own family. They threw dust at him, upon which he sat down 
and gave priW* directions to some of his domesticks to Seize the doors 
of thonmosque ; then he commanded every man to seize his next neigh- 
bour, Without pretending to excuse himself by laying he did not know 
who he was. This done, he placed himself upon a seat near the door, 
and Ji&d theta broi^ght before him four by four ; he made e^ery one of 
theth swear distinctly in was none of us four that threw dust. Those 
that took the oath he dismissed ; they that Refused it were bound and 
laid aside. When *he had thus gone through the whole congregation, 
thefh remhlhed thirty, and some 5 say fourscore, that could not take the 
oath, VliOSb hands wer£ immediately-cut off upon the place. « , 

' '’Not Iqhg after he entered upon his government, he issued put 
order that every citizen should leavS his $oor open all night, eri^iag^v, 
to bh responsible, for all the damage thafaevery particular persoii $h©t4d 
tipceiW that Why ; and it happening one night that somo cat&e 

*Ther«is nothing more common anions: the Arabians than to nick-name children from 
ahm parents, ft* to call such an one the Son 1 of the Son ^ 
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into a shop, had put some things wit of order ; 'as soon as ZiyAd was 
informed of it, he gave everyone le£ve to have a hurdle j>r rake at his 
door, which continued in use ever after, not only in Basdraji hut in ( a 
great many other towns of . Irak, of which he wUs goyerhout , 

One night his Archers that were upon the watch, having njet with a 
stfcphferd comings through the town with, his flock, carried him before 
Ziyhd* The shepherd excused himself iipon the account of his being 
a stranger, and ignorant of the order which he h^d caused to bepub- 
. lished; fflyad said to him / 1 am Willing to believe .that what thou teilest 
me is true ; but since the safety of the inhabitants Of this town depends 
upon tljy death, it is necessary fhat thou^ shouldest die,- and instantly 
commanded his head to foe cut off. w ' , . 

, Now though ZiyAc. was so strict in seeing his orders punctually exe- 
cutcd, and severe m inflicting exemplary punishment, yet his behaviour 
was gentle in respect of that of Samrah, his lieutenant r at Basorah, who 
was abhorred by .all men for his chieljy. ZiyAd himself was ashamed 
of it, for during Ziyhd’s six months 1 absence at Cufah, Sam tab had 'put 
t6 death no. less^than 8,000 persons at Basorah, Ziyad asked him if he 
was not afraid lest in such a number he might have put to death, one 
innocent man. He answered that he should be under no concern, if at 
the same time that he had killed them he had killed so many more* 
Abu Saw^r ' said that he had killed 47 of his men one^norning, every 
one of which had got the*Alcoran by hearth w 1 

Once, as Samrah’s horse went out, they met with a counfryman,and 
one of them struck him through with his lance. They went on, ■ and 
Samrah, coming ujf after them, found the poor man wallowing in his 
own bfotfd : enquiring what was the matter, he was atwrtfdred that the 
man meeting the front of his horse, they had killed him. Air that 
Samrah said to it jyas only by repeating this verse— 4 \^hen you hear 
we are mounted, beware of our lances.* 

When ZiyAd came tc^Cufah, he enquired which was the Didst* Reli- 
gious man there. They recommended to him one Abutmpgekah* *i He 
^nt for&im; and told him that if he would keep within his Own dppjhv 
and not £q*out, foe would give him as much mojjey As he'desired’f-^e 
reSligibus told hint that Jf he would give him the empire* 1 Cf:.the' WWfo 
world' he Would not omit going put to say his praters On the'Cbh^rpga^,.' 
tipn Jom-ah—U., Frida y J Well, then, says ZiykdWgbi ! 

to iht congregation, but do not talk about anything, sai# >e- 
could not help ‘Encouraging that which is good, and\tegtoyin^. tSiiai , 
which is evil/ Fpr which answer, ZiyAd commandi^ldm to 'he 
beheaded, 1 * * ' 4; • ■ j ' • •’ * _ * « '> r; !i f- < ; 

A littfe before his death he gathered the people together;, and filled-' , 
: both JtntW<|ue, and street; and castle' with them, In order imjtydsetupibfii' 

_ them thje renundatipn of All Whilst thdy were ftifl' pf : ''W^ation ; 'and; . 

wAMajj: for |he event, one, of his servants told'' 
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them that they might go 'about lhcir*Luismess, for his master was not at 
leisure. The plague had just then Iciied him, and they all looked upon 
it afterwards rfs a providential deliverance. 

A famoite Tef stall his|onatt reports that a letter w tit ton by Ziyad to 
M*)awiyah,'when hc # askcd him for the licukaiuncy of Aiabin, was ex- 
pressed ill these tei ms— * My left hamf is here empjpyod in governing 
‘the people of Irak : all thqfmeantimc, my light hand remains idle. 
‘ Give it Arabia to govern, and it will gtvft ypu a good account of it.' 

lfc adds, with some lktle variation from my Aiabick authqr above- 
mentioned, that MoaWiy^h iiaving granted him this government, the 
principal inhabitants of Mejlinah, wifo were aft aid of liis rough and 
violent temper, wene very touch alarmed, and that Abdollah, thb son of 
Zobeir, who was one of them, made this publtrk prayer to God — * Alla 
homrna cfluphi yemin ziyadihi. O God ! satisfy ihis^iglil hand, which 
is idle ami superfluous to Ziyad.’ There is in these woids a very 
elegant allusion *to the name of Ziyad, which signifies, in Ajrabick, 
abundant a«d supciiluous, Ancf they say that immediately alter this 
prayer there was a pestilential ulcer in one of hts finals of las right 
hand, of which he died a few days after. 

There was afterwards a dynasty of princes of his posterity in Arabia 
ftulix, who reigned under the name oi the Children of Ziyad. 

There Vcre ysvcral persons, both of the sect of Ali and of the Knro 
• giles, or liercticks, that endeavoured to disturb Ziyad’s admiifistialion, 
but these commotions were soon extinguished by his excellent conduct. 
The partiaflars ar<5 to be found at laige in oui lustoiians, but 1 have 
puiposoly omitted them, because they would only in^enupt the thread 
of our hi aLUt^^nd contribute nothing either to the chatattar of any 
great man, or the giving light to the customs and genius of the people. 

This same fifty-third year, Jabalah, the son of A> ham, the la-d king 
of the tribe of Aasan, who were Christian Arabs, and of whom we have 
already given a laige account, died. 

Wcsnow return to Moawiyah, who, in the ftty-fmulh year, deposed 
Sacd from the government of Medina*, and rcstottd Monvan. the son 
of Hakcm* to it again. lh#n lie wrote to Mu wan to dcuifthsn Sued' > 
house, and to seuo alt ciTccts tint wey* in llojv. M« nvan came 
td execute the Caliph** command, and bi ought his mule along with him 
to carry away whatsoever he ^pnd of most value. Sacd was surpmed, 
and told him he hopec^he would not save linn so. Mcrwan answered 
it must needs be so^ adding, if Moawiynh had commanded you to 
have pulled down my house, # whcyi you weto govern our, you would 
have clone it Upon this, Sacd produced a Idler of the Caliph’s to 
, himself, whop* be was governor. ^omnTanding him to demolish Mcr- 
w4n’s house, which, out of friendship, he liad ventured to disobey* and 
by so doing incurred the^displcasure of the Caliph, Merwan was sur- 

*3 
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prisc<l at this, and icadily acknowledged the superior generosity of 
Saed's temper. They both easily perceived that this wjs only a con* 
trivance of the Caliph's to set them at variance^ but it fjfovei} the occa- 
sion of uniting them in a pjrictcr friendship,. Mervan never left inter- 
ceding with Moawiyah, till he desisted from urging (the execution of 
that 4 unjust command. Moawiyah wag hunsclf. afterwards ashamed of 
his ungenerous dealing, and asked their pardon. 

This year Moawiyal^ deposed S^ainrah, who was^iyhd's deputy oyer 
w Basorah.‘ As soon as S, inn ah heaid the news, he said , i God curse 
Moawiyah, If 1 had served God so well* a§ I have seivcd him, he 
would nfcvcr ha vc damned me to all eternity/ One of my authors tells 
this without any rc >crve— another seems to scruple the truth of it 

Ziyhd being (lead, Obcidollah, his son, came to pay his duty to Moa* 
wiyah, who received him very courteously, and enquired of him con- 
cerning the characters and behaviour of his father’s deputies in their 
respective provinces, lie gave him such a satisfactory account, that 
he made him lieutenant of Chorasan, when he was but 25 years old! 
He went to his charge, and passed over the river as far as the moun- 
tains of Bochara ; there lie encountered the Tmks, and having fought 
them bravely, lie put them to such precipitate (light, that the Turkish 
r queen had only time to put oh one of her buskins, and left the olhci 
behind lur to the Aiabians, who valued it at 2,000 picctite of gold. 

Obeidollali, the son of Ziyad, did not continue long in his lieutenancy 
of Chorasan, but was removed to llasorah, instead of Abdollah, the son 
of Amrou, who was tlicie before. The occasion was this : a leading 
man oY one of the tubes of the Arabs threw dust at lnm while he was 
preaching. He followed Ziyad’s example, and comnflfttlcd his hand 
to be cut off. Upon this, some of the same tribe efune to Abdoilah 
and tpld him that if the emperor of the faithful should know that lie had 
cut off the man’s hand for such an action, he would deal with him, and 
nllthat belonged to hinv/as he had done by Ilcjer and his companions. 
Wherefore, added they, give it in? under your hand that you did iS indis- 
creetly. • This he foolishly complied with, imagining to pacify them by 
doing it, whom he knew to be sufficiently parohed. They kept the 
paper by them for n time, Und went with it aftfrwaids to Moawiyah, 
complaining that his deput) over Basoiyh had "cut off their master’s 
band upon an uncertainty, and desired 0* him to execute the Jav of 
retaliation upon him. Moawiyah said they coild have no tffctalktion 
against his deputy, but a mulct they should hare, which was accord- 
ingly paid out of the ticasujj; and Abdoilah, to satisfy them, was 
deposed fjom his lieutenancy, and Obeidollah, the son of Ziyad, sub- 
stituted in his room. Obeidollah left* Chorasan to one Asiam, a worths 
loss' man, who did nothing in the place that deserves notice. This 
same year Merwan, the son of Ilakcm, and governor of Medinah, con- 
ducted the pilgrims to<Meccab. 
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The next year Moawiyah madesSaed, who was Othmatfs grandson, 
lieutenant ot Chor&san, who pafsing over the river Jthon, formerly 
Oxus, went Cb t $amercand (afterwards the capital of the great Tamer- 
lgrie), and-Sogd. . Having there routed the # idolaters he went to Tar- 
mud, wlpch stnvendered to him, * ' 

Hitherto the government bad. beemelective j but ftfoawiyah designed 
if possible to secure the succession in his own family, and . make it 
hereditary. For this end he used all the tfleans imaginable to oblige 
the people to declare his son Yezid his heir ana successor. He enty?r-^ 
tained some thoughts ot it formerly* in the days of Almogeirah. It 
seems Almogeirah had confc to *Moawiyah, to beg leave to resign the 
lieutenancy of Cufah ; which Moawiyah granted him in Consideration 
of his great age and infirmities ; and designed to put Saed the son qf 
Aasinto*his place. When Almogeirah heard this, lfh repented himself 
Of what he"had done ; and advised Yezid to go to his father, and desire 
him to nominate : him his heir. • Upon his coming with thi^advice, 
# Moawiyali asked him who bad him do so. He laid him Almogeirah ; 
which surprised Moawiyah, and he restored him immediately to his 
lieutenancy Of Cufah. However this proposal wrought upon Moa- 
wiyah’s thoughts so, that he wrote to Ziyad to ask his advice about it ; 
•who didcot approve of it by any means, because he knew that Yezid • 
B was a profligate young fellow wholly given up to sporting, gaining, and 
B drinking. Wherefore he* sent an intimate ffiend of his to Damascus, 
to divert b%th the father and the son from this project. This friend 
first applied himself to Yezid, and satisfied him that it would, be much 
better to demist, at least for the present ; afterwards he with 

Moawiyah ; ti'ffat last they concluded to lay it aside. Thus it rested 
so long as Ziyad lived, till now in his fifty-sixtfi year, Moawiyah, who 
was always fo 1 ^ of it, from the time it was first mentioned to. him, re-? 
ceiyed it again in good earnest, and wrote circular letters about it to 
all ^provinces.- The Syrians and Irakiantecame in to it. Malec, 
who was then governor of Medinah, vpuld have had him proclaimed 
in that city heir apparent to his father: but Hosein the^oif of Ali, 
Abdollahthe son of -A*ner, *Abdorrahman the son of Abubekcr and 
Ayesha’s brother, an^*Abdollah the son of Zobeir, absolutely refused 
it Their refusal kept the pepple back. Moawiyah, to encourage the 
matter with his presence, wenrin person to Medinah, with iooo hdrse. 

1 He had ^conference tfith Ayesha about if, and the result was, thatfthe 
people in general of the province of Hejaz came in; hut 
before mentioned with their adherents stpod it out to the last ) though 
Moawiyah blustered in the mosque, and would have terrifle^them 10$ 
they* stood their ground Resolutely, and let him see by their 
answers that they despised his threats ; scad though he was 
mendf angry, hedurst not offer ^tiy violence* 

1 l AM^;had''too popular to suffer' any compul$idhAi"V-*'^ “WnVY' 

"i "■* ' 1 da-** '* 
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After this Moawiyah (or Moawiej^ took an opportunityof saying to 
his son Yqzid, 4 Look you, you see Iliiave made the wayf plain before 
4 yob: there is none that refuses to come in, except opiy these four. 

4 Height hai the Irakians^n his interest, who will never iefijhim rest g.t 
4 qui0t* till they draw him out into the field : rememberahe is ypw near 

* relation, and a Man of perfect ‘merit* wherefore if he comes under 

* yotfr power let him go. Abdollah the son of Amer ia a man wholly 

* given up to devotion ^ and when no .body else stands' out he will come 
**** in* As for Abdorrahman, he is a man that is guided wholly by ex- 

4 ample, what he sees other people do, that 4 he does too. He minds 
4 nothing but women and play. But the man that will attack thee with 
4 the strength of the lion, and the subtilty of the fox, is Abdollah the 
4 Son of Zobeir ; if you get him into your power, cut him to pieces.’ 

In the fifty- eighth year died Ayesha, Abubeker’s daughter, ^ho had 
that name from her ; for Beer in die Arabick signifies,# girt and Abu* 
father. * Mahomet marrying his daughter Ayesha when she was very 
young, hts name was changed into Abubecr, .that is the father of thd 
girt She survived her husband Mahomet a long time, who died in 
the eleventh year of the Hegirah. She was always treated with the ut- 
most respect, except only that time when she exposed herself in that 

* expedition against Ali. Sometimes she was called Prophetess, and* 
generaily«whqn any one spoke to her, he qualified her with the title of 
Mother of the Faithful. * Her brother Abdorrahman, one of those ‘ 
four that Withstood Yezid’s inauguration, died this s^irne yegr. 

The ne^t year died Abu Hureirah, that is the 4 father of the cat f so 
, nick-nS.nj,ed by Mahomet, because of hr$ fondness of a cat « which he 
always carried about with him. He was called so ^cofMantly by this 
name, that his true name is not known, nor his pedigree. He was such 
a constant attendant upon Mahomet, that there are a g*eat many tra* 
dition^ go under his name. So many, that the multitude of thorp make 
''"people suspect them *. though others receive them all, as of ah uiv 

* doubted authority, without the l^ast hesitation. ; , 

Tfind*nothihg Worth remarking between this grea| attempt ■'&$, Mon* 
%i^ah, k changing an elective monarchy Into m hereditary one, and 
his death; Great It may vt^-y justly be called, dpsidering hot only the 
sttengtjti of Ali J s party, who though kept finder for the pre^n^ wduld 
be to fall kto any measures opposite to Moawiyah theft kortal 
eskemy | but also that there .were several left of«the old setitfcy, ol the 
apostle, who expected the dissolution of Moawiyah, with no JesS impaT 
tience ih#h the papable car^in als ‘long for the possesskftof 
' tplick cha^r. 'Besides that Yell's character 'was 'so obhoxfoikii : lk lt, ,* 
^#^ver b ; i^ht se^m tn ks fathfctfs eyes, his unde 

, '"^ovineds* ^J^^|idwithstanding ail* these^ dMb^fcie^' 
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managed the matter, that the son. was more secure of succeeding the 
father, thamyould have been supposed, considering the very attempt 
was a per/ecV imposition and innovation, and there was such a vigor- 
ous opposition* to bg ejected. • As soon as it was over, Yezid sat and 
gave audience tp his ambassadors, who wei^sent from all the countries 
round to proffer theh allegiance* and* congratulate •him. Among the 
rest came old Alahnapb, wbA was Yezid J s uncle* JVIoawiyah, ^ho was 
very fond of bis sgn, bad Alahnaph discourse him ; and to give him a 
fair opportunity of trying" his parts', left them some time alone, Whei^ 
Alahnaph came out,- Mosfwiyah asked him what he thought of Iris 
nephew,. The old man very gravely Answered, ‘ If we lye we aje afraid 
of God, if we spcs?k truth we are afraid of you. You know best both 
his night and his day : his inside and his outside : his coming in and his 
going otlfc : and you know best what you design to*io : it is our busi- 
ness to hc&r an$ obey ; yours to give counsel to the people/ 

It was part of the agreement # bet ween Moawiyah and Ha^tn, that 
•after Moatfiyah’s decease the government should return to Hasan ; 
but he being dead, Moawiyah^ thoughts were entirely bent upon his 
own son Yerid ; and there really either was in him, or else paternal 
- tenderness made him fancy it, something so grand and majestick, and 
♦ a capacity so well fitted for the government of a mighty empire ; that # 
his father grow every day more fond of him ; ant tliougji in other* 
respects, Moawiyah wa§ *h wise and prudent man, yet could not 
help frequently expressing in conversation the great opinion he enter- 
tained of his abilities. It is said, that once in one of his harangues 
to tbo*^igople after this business was over, he said* i Q Cod 1 
if thou knbwfcst that I have settled the government upon, him, 
because according to the best of my judgment I think hip) qualified 
for it, confirnyi to him 1 But if I have done it out of affection con- 
firm it not 5 , 

The last speech he made in publick, whence perceived himself in a, 
weak*€ondition, was to this purpose : ‘ I am uke the corn that is to be 
reaped, and l have governed you a fong time till we are bjth weary 
of one another ; botjj willing to part, I am superior ft whosoever 
shall come after me^ as my predecessors were superior to me. Who* 
soever loves to meet Goa, God loves to meet him. O God ! I lovd 
*o meet, thee ! do thou love* *o meet me? He had not walked far , 
aftar thif» before he «^as taken very ill. When he perceived ^eath 
apjftimchmg* his so* Yczid being absent** he called the captain of 
guards to him, and another faithful servant, and said to therm* 
ber me toYerid,and tell him this famine, 4 Look upon the Arabian^;; 
^as/ypur toot and foundation# and "whenever they senri you v 
? ambassadors treat them with courtesy and respect Take- career 
♦ Syrians, for they are entirely in your interest* mi you jnay depgfi4 ; ' ' 
them whenever you are faulted by yo HF ,evp 
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4 youhave occasion to make use ofthem out of thefr own country, a$ 

4 soon ns they have answered your purpose send them home again; 

4 for they after fo£ the worse with being abroad. Oblige the. Irakians, 

4 though they were to ask you for a new deputy e\pry fiay ; ypu hajd 
* better in such a case pafi? with, the dearest friend you hav£ in the 
4 world, than have .100,000 swords drawn upon you. S am not in fear 
‘ fqr «yon of any of, the Coreish but fhrdb, Hosein, Ben Amer, and 
4 AWtollah the son of Zobei*. '(Here he repeated tl$ characters given 
^of them before.) If AWollah appears against you oppose him ; if*he 
4 offers you peace * accept it, and spare the blood of your people as 
4 much as lies in your power/ . * „ * t 
He, reigned 19 years, 3 months and 27 days* from the time that the 
government came entirely into his hands upon Hasan’s resignation. 
There are different«reports concerning his age; some say^o years, and 
others 75. When he was dead, Debac the son of Kaij wetfc into, the 
mosque, and stept up into the pulpit yyith Moawiyah’s winding-sheet 
in his hand ; where haying made an encojnimp upon him, andsatisfied ‘ 
the people that he was dead, and that that was his winding-sheet, he 
said the burying prayers over him* Yezid was then absent at a. town 
called Hawarin, belonging to the territory of Hems. They wrote to 
£im and desired his presence ; but he did not come till after hi$ father « 
was buried* and then went and prayed at the tomb. # y\ 

' Moawiyah embraced tha Mahometan religion at the same tape with 
his firtfrer, which was in the 4 year of the victory/ # Mahomet made 
him his secretary, and Omar gave him the lieutenancy of Syria four 
years of his reign. Gthman continued him in that post the 

.whole spate of his reign, which was about 12 years, F«uf years more 
he kept Syria in his own hands by force, whilst he, held up arms 
against A& So thaf. taking all together he had possession of Syria, 
either as governor or Caliph, nearly 40 years. , 1 * 

, He was of a merciful disposition, couragious, of a quick capacity, 
aiift/thorbuj^ly skilled in the administration of government. * His 
£ood natgre prevailed over his* anger, and the swfeetne^s pf; hts 
estce&ed its fierceness. He was teasy^of Access, apd vveary 
obliging $» his behaviour* •. ?4 4 _ ‘ 

.. There is a tradition that goes under the name of one Hasan & Ba? 
sorian, of ^reAt' authority among the tradkionists. He said that ihote 
Were/our things to be objected against Moawiyah, every one of , which > 
merited lids destruction* r. That he took the Caliphate upon 1 dm by : 
dint of sword, without having first consulted the people, whprpi 

besides the companions of the jqtostle, there were a great , mmy per^ 

His paving the Caliphate b^f way bf 
inheritance \to Ms non: Yeiid, as man of a , scandMous\cSa^t^: , a;’ 
4ftinkar^ musick, and one that f wore siik.v^'H|s sqpWa- 1 ' ■ 

Ions bf the bu$j/te$s of Ziyadi.^hen^lte: 
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himfor his brother,, notwithstanding the determination of Mahomet 
with relation Jo such matters. 4jHis cruelty to Hcjer and his -com** 
panions. . Sbaphqi reports, that he put AH Rebiyah in chains, because 
tljere were.fbur of his Companions whose testimony he rejected, viz., 
Moawiy^h, AtrhpUi Almogeirah and Ziyhd** * 

Once there came before him' a young man, and 4 repeated a copy 
Of verses to. him, expressing Ins present condition. Moawiyalr was 
venr well pleased with the versus. The Arabians delight in charity, 
ana to address the severest tyrant <ff them all lifter that manner wittw* 
something that is fanciful*and pungent, is the securest way in (he 
world either for a man to gain liis point, or if necessity requires it, to 
save his neck, llic young man's case was, he had married a fair 
Arabian lass purely for love, and out of mere fondness had spent all 
fyis subs&nce* which was very considerable, upon h«r. She was charm- 
jngly, beautiful and the governor of Cufah cast his wanton eyes upon 
her, and 'ravished her from her. husband's bosom by force. # He, to 
Vhom the Toss of his substance, thodgh it had bgeri all the woyld, was 
nothing in respect of her ; pierced to the very heart, A\d ready to die 
with sorrow and vexation, made his application to Moawiyah. Moa* 
wiyah resolved to do him justice, and sent an express to the governor 
•to resiga the woman. The governor who had not the most absurd, 
taste in the wtrkl, told the express, * That if the Caliph ^rould be 
V pleased to give him ieave.tS enjoy her one twelve-month, he would be 
contented tp have Jiis head struck off at the end of it.' But the Caliph 
rigidly insisted upon her being delivered up, and had her brought 
befofH**^ He was very much surprised at , her beauty, bub much 
more at the politeness and elegancy of her expression. He that had 
received so many Embassies, and always conversed with the greatest 
Wien of his country, never in his life heard such a tprrent of eloquence 
as flowed from the mouth of that charming Arabian. The Calipli 
asked her jocosely, whether she would have or the govemour, or 
her. husband, She answered him in verse, with the modesty that 
became, hear sex, and I forbear to translate her answei^ because I 
despair of coming up the^pirit of it ; hut the sense is, that though 
what a person in Internment station was able to do for her, was, 
beyond, her merit or expectation, yet it could not be put into the 
bakmcO against everlasting 'damnation. She begged of him, if h$ 
designed her any favou*, to restore her to her own dear husband '; which . 
he very generously performed, and presented her with a very rich 
equipage and plenty of gold, to repair the shattered circumstances eit- 
her husband, who had spent a good fbrjune upon her. • - * vl; 

; He was always VOry munificeqt* He made a present to Ayesh^bf W' 1 
fbiStcSet worth 100,000 pieces of gold, Which she accepted, * He 
liasan, with 300,06b pieces, and Abdohah* the sOn qf 
flp used to bid those 'that cams to 
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thing they had a mind to. He presented Hosein With 1 00,000 pieces, 
who divided them among ten of bfc acquaintance. 00,000 more 
he gave to Abdollah, the son of Jaafar, who gave them* to his wife at 
her request. He presen j^qd Merwan, ‘the, sorf of*Hakem, ■aft^nVar^s 
Caliph, with 100 poo pieces, who divided half of them amongst his 
friends. At another time he presented Hasan .with four millions* 

Irhifppcned that*Sapor, who had seized Annenia by force of arms, 
sent an ambassador named Sergius, .to Moawiyahf desiring his assist* 
**an£e against the Grecian emperor, who, the .same time, sent one 
Andrew, an eunuch, a great favoyritc. Moavfiyah told them that they 
were b#tli equally enemies, and that 'he Would assist that side that 
offered him most. There was some altercation between the two am- 
bassadors ; Sergius reproached the eunuch with the loss of his virility; 
the other in retunf called him Sodomite. But after them audfimee was 
over, Andrew the cunnch was revenged upon his antagonist, for he 
gave defections to the officers upon the frontiers, who seized him in 
his return, castrated him, and then dismissed him with liis testicle^ 
about his neck. 

Moawiyah was the first Caliph that introduced the Mcksourah into , 
the mosque, that is a, place raised above, and separate from the rest, 

■ where the Caliph, who was as well chief pontiff in religiotts^as sovo 1 
reign in rivil affairs, began and chanted th^ prayers, wlfcch are, as one t 
may say, the public oflice^of the Muslemans* and it was in the same 
place that he made the Cotbah to the people, which, is a soyt of homily 
or preachment, and used, before his time, always to follow the prayers, 
but heM^egan with it first for fear he should forget he 

had prepared to say. ■ c m 

lie was the first Caliph that obliged the people to swear allegiance 
to his son : the first that laid post-horses upon the roaefet: the first that 
made. a Mcksourah : and the first that spoke to the people sitting. 

An Arabian robber bi&ng once condemned to have his hand qut off, 
Moawiynh pardoned him for t^c sake of four very ingenious verses 
that he made and repeated to him in the field. They remark that tins 
■was the first sentence pronounced among fhe Muslemans that \yi£ts not 
put in execution, the Caliplfs not having as yet* f till Moawiyah, taken 
the liberty of showing favour to those whom the ordinary judges , had 
Cohdemned. * . * 

Abulpheda records this fqjlowing account of *him, as a mnarkable 
instance of his patience and Clemency. Arwah thfi daughter of TIamh, 
.the son of Abdolmutaleb, th& sop of Hhshcm, came to moke him a 
visit;, she ^vas his aunt, a verytold woman, and of Ali^ branch df this 
family ; as soon as Moawiyah harfsllkited her, she begah ^ reproach 
him, 4 0 nephew,’ s«tid she,' \ yoh have been vfery uhgnitenii an$ , 
j prions to.your ^ouSin, hho was a conyxtnionljof the apostfc)> apd you / 
'called yourself by-name that was none pf your owh/ad# 



QIC KIEV'S HISTORY OF THE SARACEN EMPIRE, 361 

Sion of what you had no* right to, > \nd our family exceeded all men 
in sufferings this, religion, till &od took liis prophet to reward his 
labours, and 'n> t ex^lt his station: and then you insulted us, and we 
wgre amongst you. like fee children of Israel in the family of Pharaoh : 
though ^i, aftei^the prophet, was as . Aaron* was to 'Moses.’ Amrou, 
who was then present, had no j>atiertce, but took *lter up and said, 

* Hold your tongue, old woiian, and dq not talktfius like ono otit of 
yoiy: wits/ * What*’ says she , 1 clp you prate, you son of a whore, when 
your mother was the.most notorious And cheap At strumpet in all Mcc-» * 
cah ; and when she was Examined concerning five of the Corcish, s^e 
confessed that She had lain with them all ; and that you must* belong 
to him whom you resembled most ; you proving most like old Aasi, 
he was forced to father you/ Moawiyah only said to her, 4 God for- 
give whSt is 9 past, what would you have ? } She* answered, i Two 
thousand pieces, to buy an estate for the poor of our family ; and 2000 
more to marry our poor relation*; and 2000 more for myself to secure 
Win lime V extremity/. Which tfas all, by Moawiyahs command, 
paid down to her immediately. . • 

This Caliph was buried in Damascus, where he had established the 
seat of the Caliphate, and that city always preserved that prerogative 
•so long as the Ommiades, or defendants of Moawiyah reigned there,, 
till the time ofrthc Abbasides, who transferred it to Anbar, Jlaschem- 
* yah and Bagdad. The ieftription of his seal was, * Every work hath 
its reword,! or us others say, * There is no strength but in God/ 


The second CaLIPH of the house of Qmmiyaii (being thi 
seventh from Mahomet'/ 

Y E Z I D, % 

. 

The Son of Moawiyah. 

4 t AfU ^eg. 60, cospit Oct . A.C. 6/p. 

Yfczm, the son pf Moawiyah* Was inaugurated Caliph on the new moon 
of 4he mpnth Kcjcb, #f the 60th year of the Hcgirah, which falls in 
with the 7th day of April, A.D. 680. He. was 34 (lunar) years old when 
he was saluted emperor, He was forthwith acknowledged lawful Caliph 
In Syria, Mesopotamia, /Egypt, ancf §er:sia, and all the other Mal&K' 
jmetoft countries, except the citjp* of Meccah and Medina!!, aridsohst©; 
oth^i of Chaldea, that refused to submit themselves to him? apd 
\ amohg the great ones there were none but Hosein, and AhddUah We 
. , &>bcir 3 that disputed the Caliphate with ftwAr. i 
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He kept all bis father's lieutenants and officers in their places, with- 
out so much as removing one of Them, The governor, of Medinah 
was Waled the son of Otbah ; of Cufah, Noomah' tlie sbn of Bashir ; . 
of Basorah, Obeidollah the son of Ziyad; of Mdccgh* AbdolTah Amrou, 
As soon as he came to tbs government, he had nothing so much*at 
heart as the bringing in those that had opposed his 1>eing nominated 
his father's heir apd successor. Cohcdning’ this affair he wrote a 
letter to Waled, his governor* in Medinah, as follows ;— ■* In the name 
^of the most merciful God, Froirf Yerid Emperor of the Faithful to 
Wealed the son of Otbah. Moawiyah was one of the servants of God, 
who honoured him, and made huh Caliph, and extended his dominions 
and established him. He lived his appointed time,*and God took him 
to his mercy. He lived beloved, and he died pure and innocent Fare* 
well; Hold Hosein and Abdollah the son of Amer, and Abdwllah the 
son of Zobeir close to the inauguration without any remission or re- 
laxation,/ Waled, upon the receipt of this letter, sent*for Merwan the 
son of Hakem, and consulted hirmconceping the contents \)f it, Mer* 41 
wan was of opinion that he should send for them and tender them the 
oath before they were apprised of the Caliph's death, and upon their 
refusal should strike their heads off. Either this was not so closely 

# concerted but they received some private intelligence, or else tfieysus-, 

* pected it Jhemselves : which way soever it was, wher^Waled's .mes- 
senger came to them, who found them at Hhe mosque, they sent him ‘ 
: back with this answer, i That they were coming,' After a short deli- 
beration, Hosein went to the governor's house, attended $ith a suffi- 
cient number of his friends and domestics, whom he placed^teVt, the 
door, with orders to come in if they should hear any dietirfSance, The 
governor having acquainted him with Moawiyah's decease, invited him 
to own • Ms allegiance to Yezid. He answered, 4 That men of his dis- , 
tinctiOn did not use to do things of that nature in private ; neither did 
he expect that he would gxer have desired it of Mm ; that he thought 
it better to stay till all the people were met together, according to, the 
custom qpon such occasions, alid do -it unanimously/ Waled*; con- 
sented: but*Merwan, who could easily see through this excuse, {as the , 
governor did too), said to the governor, ‘ If ho does not do It now 
before he goes away* there will be a great deal of bipod shed between 
yOu and him ? wherefore hold him close* <\r>d do not let him go out till 
he given his allegiance, otherwise strike his head off,' # Hqgfcip 
leaped out, and having first fpproached Merwan /or his advice,: vpfcnt 
to his own house, Merwan swore to th$ governor that ho%a&.peyer 
like to see Hosein any mor® v Che governor told him he-4WVnot 
trouble himself about it ; adding, tha^ he had everything h^desired; t ' 

Jn th#S; world, and that he did not believe that that Man's - 

youkl be light inj the next that should* be guilty', of , 

article of the Mahometan ' ; 4^ ; 
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there shall be a balance Supported^ the divine power, that shall ex- 
tend to the utmost limits of heaven and earth, in which the most 
minute action^ of mortal men shall be weighed,* and he whose evil 
deeds outweigh*hls good ones, shall be damned ,* on the contrary, he 
wHbse good deeds overbalance his evil, ones,* Shall be saved. For this 
reason Wiled salcl, 6 That his balance would not be light (meaning 
that wherein his evil deeds w#re put), that should kjil Hosein/ .Then 
Waled sent for Abdallah the son of Zobeii> who put him off for the 
spacfe of four^and-twenty' hours ; and taking along with him all his # 
family, and hi? brother Jaatfar, departed for Meccah; Waled sent # a 
party of horse to pursue him, but to do purpose. Whilst Waled was 
thus taken up with Abdollah, he had little time to take notice of ftosein, 
who,. whenever he sent for him, put him off with an excuse, and in the 
meantime*made all the secret preparation he could t<* follow Abdollah. 
He left noitfc bf all his family behind him except his brother Mahomet 
Hanifiyah, who, fiefore they parted, expressing the most tender affec- 
tion and concern for him that, can be imagined, advised him by no 
means to venture himself in any of ,tlie provinces, but to lie close either 
in. the deserts or the mountains, till his friends were gathered together 
in a considerable body, and then he might trust himself with them. 
But if he was resolved to go into any town, he should prefer Meccah, 
where, if lie mei with the least appearance of anything that (Jisgusted 
•him, he should immediately withdraw and setirc to the mountains. 
Hosein having thanked him heartily for his sincere advice, made the 
best of his way to Sleccah, where he met with Abdollah. 

YSM((ig^t well pleased with Waled’s remissness, removed hh% from 
the government *of Medinah, and gave it to Amrou, the sont>f Said, 
who was govemojirtjf Meccah. He was a very* proud man. He gave 
Amur, the son of Zobeir, a commission to march against his brother 
Abdollah, whon?he hated. Abdollah engaged him in the field, routed 
him, and put him in prison, where he kept him^ill he died. 

. No«T though Abdollah seemed to have interest sufficient to carry his 
point, and bad beat down all oppositi or? before him, and the M^dinians 
had openly declared for himpso that his fame was spread r8und about 
the country : yet H Oscar's glory outshined #him, so that he could not ^ 
tetlhbw to propose a5y thing that he designed to the people, so Ion# 
as be was there : who both dpon the account of his near relation to 
Mahgmet^and his own personal qualifications, was reverenced abpve 
all men alive. Moawiyah, so long as hq # lived, treated him with the 
utmost, respect ; and when Hswsan had resigned to Moawiyah, both he 
and his brother Hosein used to vistt him frequently, and he always p 
r^seived them courteously, and qpver fa&ed to dismiss them With noble 
■ v pt^tetfc After Hasanls death, Hosein used to send to him often, 

■" ^|d:'hte'a visit once 'every 'year, and went with his ...son WridrinhSo'’ .. 
expedition again# Constantmo0^ ■ Hosein w^s $e 
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Jrakians ; never were people mote overjoyed than they were at the 
death of Moawlyah, whom they had all along detested a& a tyrant and 
usurper. ’They thought that now there was a period f>ut to all their 
slavery, and they should be under the gentltf gpyernhient of a, man 
that waS sprung of an ahhost divine race; The Cubans were so; iVn- 
patient, that thcy ( sent messages after message to him, assuring him 
thafrif jie would but; once make his appearance amongst them, he should 
not 1 only be secure as to his own person, but in consideration of the 

^esteem which they had for his father Ali, and his family, they wbuld 
reader him thqir homages, and acknowledge him for the only lawful 
and true Caliph. They assured him that there was no manner of 
difficulty in the matter ; all the country being entirely devoted to serve 
him with their lives and fortunes. The messengers they had sent oneafter 
another, came to feint all together, pressing him with the utmost vehe- 
money, to what he himself had no aversion to; only he thought it a part.pf 
a prudent man to use a little caution and circumspection, in an affair 
of so great consequence, and attendee! \yith so much hazard. Whcro 
fore he first sends liis cousin Muslim into Irak, to feel the pulse of the 
people, and sec whether or not they were so unanimously in his 
interest as had been represented. Ordering him, that if he found it 
so, he should head a body t of them, and beat down all opposition if 
there shguld be any : besides lie gave him a letter teethe Cubans to 
that purpose. Muslim &ft Mcccah, and* passed through: Medinah, < 
from whence he took along with him a couple of guides, who led him 
into a vast desert, where there was no road ; one of thSm perished 
with thirst, and the other soon after died of the cholick* 
perous beginning seemed ominous to Muslim, and dsacodfSged him to 
that degree, that, having found a place where there was. water, he 
would mot stir a step further in his journey, till he had dispatched a 
messenger to Hoscin for further instructions. Ho&ein # ordered him to 
go pn to Cufah by all means, and act pursuant to those directions he 
had received before, when he came to Cufah, he communicated his 
busmes^privately to such as hd*xould trust, and the matter was whis- 
pered aboih so dexterously, that they reckoned themselves secure of 
18,000, before Yerid's deputy, Noman, had teard one tvord of it. 
Muslim, sufficiently satisfied with tins success, did pot defer acquaint- 
ing Hdsein with it ; he wrote to him, uhd told him that every thing 
wa$ made plain and easie for him now ; and that nothing waiting 
but hts presence* Upon thi\ notice, he set out upon his journey from 
Meccah to Cufah* * * 

Neman aft last received ihfottnation of the increasing interest of 
Hbspip, ahd the forwardness of his p^rty ; he was both ^urpriise4 an4 v 

■ concerned t nnd made a speech to the .people,, wherein 4b ' 

■ thbm to; a peaceful behaviour, and to avoid all of 'strifq \,iM 

■ 'Mteatioa i pnstmng 'them' that for t Ws own part hB 4 W0u|4; 
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aggressor, nor meddle with anypeijsqn, unless he was insulted himself; 
nor would ho Jake up, any rrian upjn* suspicion ; but he swore by that 
God* besides ‘wjtbm is no other, that if they revolted from their Imam 
[Y^zid] and. withdrew tieir allegiance, he would fight as long as he 
could hol£ his Sryord in his' hand. Qne thW stood by told him that 
this was a matter that required stirring, but that he talked like one of 
the weak ones. He answered that, 4 He had rather be one .of. the 
weajc ones in obedience to God, than one of the strong ones in rebel- 
ling against him/ And ‘with those Voids he tame down. * News of 
this was carried to Yezidfwho sent immediately, and removed Noman 
from the lieutenancy of Cufcih, and gave it to Obeidollah,. the son of 
Ziyad, together with that of Basorah, which he had before. iThis he 
did at the instance of Sarchun, the son of Moawiyah : for before that 
time he v&$ nqt affected well towards Obeidollah, probably because his 
father, Ziyad, wag against his being declared heir to Moawiyah, 

Upon this Obeidollah [went fnnn Basorah to Cufalu He rgde into 
fhe town in^hc evening, wjth a black turbant on # (which was Hosein’s 
dress), and he could not pass along and salute the crfcwd, but he was 
saluted by the title of the son the apostle ; they imagining that it 
had been Hqsein, of whose coming they were in hourly expectation. 
4Jut to their no small grief and mortification, they were soon unde- ( 
t ccived, when s»me of Obeidollah’s retinue said to them , c Stjnd off, it 
1 is the Emit Obeidollah/, f He went directly with his retinue to the 
castle (the^ werejbut 17 horse in all) and began to think of proper 
mentis for the extinguishing this sedition. For this purpose, he gives 
3,000^^^ for a show to one of his domesticks, whose business it was 
to pretend that%e came out of Syria on purpose to this inauguration 
of 1 ff bsein. Muslim had a house in town, “where he polled great 

numbers everyday. - Obeidollalx’s man managed Ips business so well, 
that he easily gained credit to his story, and was introduced to Muslim, 
who 400k down his vote for Hosein. And^o colour the matter, he 
gave some of his money towards the buying arms, to one that Muslim 
had singled out f<gr that office, whose 1>usiness it was to receive all the 
money that was contribute# by the party for that purpose! He con- 
tinued among them % thc space of a few days, till he had sufficiently 
informed himself of all their circumstances^ and then made his report 
to tibddollah. Muslim hacf changed his quarters, which at firs* he 
had*take* up at Han/* house, and removed to Shurik's, who was # one 
of fhe grand Omeras ; Sharik was then sTck, and they being informed! 
that Obeidollah designed him a visit, contrived to place Muslim fo a 
coxier to kill him, The signal agrffe<J upon was, when the sick man 
water * Afterwards Obeidollah came, attended by Haiti, ' 
'Servant. ■ 'They sat down (except the servant) and talked*with • 
while* but Mushm'had not courage enough, to stiii. : Thb'^rl; 
bringing the water, •spying 1 Muslim * Wu 
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ashamed,, and went back with ft three times. At lasf he caiied out 
loud, * Bring me some water, thought kills me** This made Obeidollah’s 
man suspect that there was something more than 'ordihary in the 
matter; so he gave a hiaUohis, master, who leaded forth immediately. 
When they were gone, Hani anjd Shank asked Muslin why*he did not 
He answered he had heard tradition of the apostle who 
had said, * The faith is contrary to murtHer : let not a believer murther 
a man unawares** Wherefore, he said, * He *durst not kill him hi' this 
f house.* They told him that if he had don/? it, no body would have 
concerned themselves to revenge Jiis death, and they could have 
secured him in the possession of the castle. Sharik died three days 
after. As for Hani, upon Obeidollalrs commanding the registers, to be 
strictly searched, f under the severest penalty, he was found standing 
upon record, as an old offender, and one that had opposed- Obeidollah 
before. ^Obeidollah remembered him, and sent some of die Omeras, who 
would not lethim alone till they brought him along with them to the castle. 
When he caine there, "Obeidollah asked liim what was become of Muslim. 
He at first pretended to know nothing of him, but being confronted by, 
Qbeidoltah’s servant, who had seen Muslim at his house, and paid him 
money to buy arms for the service of Hpsein, he. had nothing else 1 9 
say for himself, but that Muslim intruded himself upon him into his 
houses afid did not com§ thither by his invitation. Obeidollah corn*' 
manded him to produce him. He answered, H That if he was under his 
feet, he would not take them off from him/ At this ObeSdollah gave 
him such a blow with his mace, that he wounded him in die/am-and 
broke lik nose. Hani had like to have seized one of £he rfvfotos of the 
guards, but was prevented. Obeidollah told him he had forfeited his 
life, and commanded him to be imprisoned in a room in the castle. 
The people of his 'tribe came flocking about the castle, imagining that - 
he was murdered; but the Kadi sent one to tell them that he was 
detained, only to be askfrd some questions about Muslim, and bad them 
<be at quiet, and go peaceably to- their houses, for though the Emir had , 
strode hint, it would not affect his life. ^Muslim having henld this 
news, mounted his hprse, apd gave the word, Mensour 0mmetT* * 

Which was the signal agreed upon among Hosefo’s party. Four thou- 
sand joined him, and he conducted thcotf towards the castle tinder |wp 
colours the one red, the other green. Obeidollah was then in the castle 
prison, discoursing concerning Hani's business, *and cautioning jtheni 
against sedition. The Omeras an&chief men sat under him, 
watch came and surprised thehiaB, with the news of Muslim’s appearhUbe ■' 
b^retheeastie. Qbeidollahseiitseveralmen of note and 
'thegedple, outoif the castle, who rode backwards aadforwA^;^^ ' 
them hrbm hoarding themselves’ upon such ap account' , 

? that were ^|p'liim,^ook .out of the castle, and encci^ 

< . : ' * O thou that art helped by ths pco^lel mesmwigHo»«in. i •;A i V : v ’‘‘ 
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A woman called bit to Muslim* and told }iim he might go about his 
business, for the ^people would findihim work enough* They consider- 
ing the event V»s dubious, began to desert by degrees, till Muslim had 
ncvmore than 30 mesa lift with ’him* so he [g tired in the evening and 
hid himsdf. Taking the opportunity of the twilight, he departed from 
Cufah, without so much as a* guide le’ft to shew him* the way, or^any 
one to comfort him, or give Him shelter. . Night came on, and hcVas 
upcgi the road alon<> in tfiedark, not Jcnowiifg one step of the way, nor 
whither he was going. At l^ast he found a house standing alone in tjie* 
field, and knocked at the cioor. There came to him an old woman, one 
that in the days of ljer youth dnd beauty had belonged to a great i»an,but 
afterwards had a son by another, whom she expected out of the field. 
Muslim ajked her for some water, which when she had given him, and 
perceived {JiatJie made no haste to go away, she toTd him that it was 
not convenient for him to stand there at her door, neither would she 
allow it J\t last he let her understand that it was in her powfr to do 
a thing that she should have nt) reason to repent* of. # S*he asked him 
what it was. He told her his name was Muslim, and that the people 
of the country had deceived him. She no sooner heard his name, but 
sfie readily let him in, and having conveyed him into the most secret 
hftd retired part of her house, made the best provision for him she was 
, able. At last Her son caiqp home, and observing his mother going 
backwards and forwards very often, would hot rest satisfied, till she 
had apquafoted him with the occasion of it, which, to satisfy his im- 
portunity she did, having first enjoyned him secrecy. But he, having 
hearehW^bcidollah had promised a reward to whosoever sfypifid dis- 
cover Muslim, wSn^and informed in the morning: so that before Muslim 
well knew where he was, he found himself surrounded with 70 or 80 horse. 
He betook him4io his sword, and defended himself bravely, for he beat 
them thrice out of thehouse. Th ey pelted him with stones, and put fire upon 
the ends of canes, and flung at him ; then he weat out and fought abroad : 
till at last overpowered with number§, and grievously wounded in a 
great many places, particularly both his lips almost cut to pieces, he 
was seized and disarmed, anti bound and mounted upon his own mule. 
When he perceived that it was quite out of his power to help himself, 
he wept One of the men tjiat was present told him that it did not 
betfbme a man that came abouf such a great undertaking to weep. 
answered^ * That it waS not upon his owq, account, but for the sake ’of 
Hosein and his family, who he feared were upon their journey from , 
Ideccah to Cufah, and*a$ he sdppoSed, cjpne out either that very day;,, 
dr tbe 4 iy before. Then turning to Mohammed, the son qjf Alashat^ 
;hb Wged of/hiro, if it was possible, to send to him in Ms nam^i^ 
t go 'back: .which Mohammed performed, 

' 'iddsitengcr. did not do Bis p’art ‘When Muslim , came, 

dtood* a great many of the Omer&s, some which "he 
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knew, and others knew him, w.iitirfo .for admission to ObcidoJIah. He 
was veiy desirous to dunk a diaujthf of water, hut one the men toUl 
hhn he should have no drink till iic dnmk the Ilam^n, that is, the 
scalding liquor which the Mahometans feig^ shall Ub l lie drink of 
the damned in hell Obeidollnh appearing, Muslim dul not SaUm^br 
salute him; which when they pondered at, he saidf v It Y£/id were 
there himself, he should not think hifnsqh obliged to do it, unless lie 
would give him his life/ QhcMolIah told him that j^e had come thither 
to make a disturbance* and sosv the Seeds of division amongst people 
thnt were all unanimous, and all agnvd up^nrthc same thing. Muslim 
resolutely answered, ‘ It is not So : ,hut jthe people of this produce 
know \fcvy well that your father, Ziyad, has kilhd the best of their 
men, and shed their blood, and cuu ised over thorn the tyianny of a 
Cos roes or C;csar f ; and wc come to go\uu with juofice. anJtappuil to 
the determination of the book.’ ObeidulKilt called him fogue, and toM 
him he jilid not use to appeal to the dcteiminalion of the book, wlieu 
he was tippling wmc at M odi rule < W)r the truth of which accusation#, 
Muslim appealed to llod. Having leave given him to make his w ill, 
he whispeied one of his blends, and left him 700 pieces ; desiiing him 
to beg his dead body of Obeidollah, and to t.Jce care to prevent 
Hoscin’s advancing any fuither m ins journey, lie was overheat d by 
one that stood by, who told every woid he said to Obeidollah/ He did 
not disapprove of any onp aiticlc in it, and as for lfosoin, he said, * If * 
he would be at quiet no body would meddle with him, but if he was 
the aggressor, they would not flint h from him.' 4 MusliVh was then 
carried to the top of the castle and beheaded. The lieudwaw fust 
thrown down to the bottom, and the body aft ct it. /llK^ftlani was 
brought forth and beheaded in the stieet. JJotli khc heads were sent 
for ft present to Yezid, with a letter specifying then* sc viral ciicum- 
stanccs. This was on the eighth day of the month Eullugiali in the 
sixtieth year of the Holm rah. 

The earnest and repeated solicitations of the Cubans made Hosein 
resolve to accept ihcii invitatiot, and go directly to Cufah. They had 
sent him ih a poll of 140,000 : which, together with their letters, he 
bundled up, and carried ajong with him. TBe wisest of his friends 
looked upon it as a degree of madness in him \o cmb.uk himself in 
such ft desperate undertaking. At JU A they said that if he was 
respived to go, it was hi 5 destiny that precipitated him. Abdollah,the 
son of Abbas, told him that* •there was a repou spiead of life intended 
journey to Cufah, and desired to know what he meant by it Hosein 
told him that if it pleased Grtd, be was 1 evolved upon it Thfc son of 
Abbas answered, * That indeed if the Cubans had taken arms, killed 
their Emir [ObcidoOahJ and taken the whole country into their own 
hands, and then invited him to come and * take the government upon 
Jfcim, there would be something in it, gud he should advise him to go ; 
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but that so long. 35‘tfcey fore und^the command of their Emir, whose 
forces Were dispersed throughout ^11 those territories for the security of 
the country, lley had in effect at best only invited him to war ; and 
that lie had no’secu yty that they would not oppose him, and that they 
wlfo had been the forwardesHn appealing i if Iris interest, might not in 
the end $rove h&greatcst enemies. Hosein said lie* would leave the 
event to God. After this ASdolIali, the son of Zqfceir, came to make 
him a visit, and enquire into his design. * Among other discourse, he 
Said, * I do nqt see any reason why vte should leave every thing to the* 
disposal of these men, when we are the sons of the Mahogerins # or 
refugees, and have a better bright, and claim to the government than 
they.’ Hosein told him that the chief of the nobility had written to 
him, and that his sect (the Shii) were all ready to stand up for him to 
a man, ¥0 which the son of Zobeir answered, < That if he had such a 
sect to stand for him, he would not omit the opportunity. Hosein 
easily saw through his meaning^ for Abdollah, who was a n*an of a 
restless aspiring temper, knev^ very*well that al] his own pretensions 
would be'in vain, so long as Hoseyi was alive, but if jfny thing should 
befall him, the way to the Caliphate would be made clear for himself; 
which Hosein took notice of as soon as he was gone. Abdollah, the 
£on of Abbas, was still very uneasy, and resolved to le&ve no means , 
unattempted tOgdisswade him from his undertaking. He carye to him 
•again; and represented tojfim the fickle temper of the frakians, and 
in treated him tostay at least till they had got rid of their enemy the 
Emir, and tflen citfier to go to them, or else into that part of Hejaz, 
were places of strength : that he should keep himself 
retired,, and writ% circular letters to all his friends, till they had formed 
a body, and were Capable of appearing for him to some advantage ; 
that then lie hoped things wbuld succeed according to his desire; 
Hosein told hinfhe knew that he advised him as a friend. * At least/ 
added the son of Abbas , i if you be resolved £0 go, do nof take your 
wives .and children along with you, for, by God, I fear your case will 


, be like Othmar/s, who was murdered f whilst his wives and jphildren 
stood !60king on f besides, fou. have rejoiced the heart ot Abdollah, 
the, $bn Ojf Zobeir, in ltkving him behind you in Hejafc : and by that 
God, besides whom tSere is no other, if 1 knew that my taking you by 
thejiatr of the head till they Same in and parted us, would be a means 
to detain you in Mcccaji, 1 would do ItJ Then he left him, and 
mg With Abdollah, tte son of Zobeir, he tfld him he had no reason to 
be sad, and immediately repeated/ Va leka ming kobeiratin/ &c,,« , 
wherein the Arabian poet elogaiftly addresses himself to ^ 
latk; and v bit^s her, whilst the £itfld and season favoured her, enjegf 
ih^^fVjmd sing, and delight m her young ones, and whnts^yk*' 
he^’j but let her assure herself’ 
fowler^' \ „ ‘ 
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No advice taking effect with flos/rin, though Abdbflah, the son of 
Abbas, had sat up. with him all night to no purpose, he# set bat from 
Meccah with a competent retinue on the eighth day of iponth Dul- 
hagiah, being the very $ame day on which his cousin Muslilp' was killed 
at Cufah, concerning whtfA he had received no other intelligence than 
what he had scnthim, that all things went well. The Emir Obeidollali 
was Very well appraised of Hosein’s approach ; who when he came as 
far as Asslicraph met with *a body of t 1000 horse, nnder the command 

Harro, *lhe son of Yfcrid, of the tribe of Temim^h, a man no way Sis- 
affccted to Hosein’s interest. Hosein’s men had been for water at the 
river, apd drawn a great deal for the horses, which he did not make 
use of for himself alone, but ordered them to water* the horses of his 
enemies. At noon he, commanded the people to be called together, 
according to the custom of the Mahometans, and came out to fihem with 
nothing but his vest, his girdle and his shoes, and alleged the invitation 
of the Ctidans as the reason of his undertaking that expedition. Then 
he asked Hafro, if he would pray amongst his men ; wht> answered/ 
that after him ltd would. They parted that night and went every man 
to his tent, and the next day Hosein made a speech to them, wherein 
he asserted his title, and exhorted them to submit, to him, and oppose 

• all that stood against him, who pretended to usurp authority ,pver the 
people wrongfully. Harro told him, 1 That he did notdenow who had 

, Writ to him, nor what it wav; 5 and on Hosein’^ producing the letter, Harro 
said, after he had' read a little of it, ‘ We are none' ofthose that had any 
hand in writing of it, and we are commanded as so'on as we meet you 
to bring you directly to Ctifah into the presence of Obeidoljgk^^on 
of Zjyad/ Hosein told him, ( That he would sooner 'diti than submit to 
.that/ aiul gave the word of command to his men t 6 ride; but Harro 
wheeled 'about and e int creep ted them ; which provoked Hosein to say, 

* May your mother be childless of you * (Arab. Thacoldtka Qmmoka), 
a common curse among £he Arabians. ■* What do you t mean T Harro 
answered, * If any man but your self had said so much to me, I would 
have hack satisfaction, but I have no room to mcniion^your mother ’ 
without the greatest respect/ Then speaking to his men tfyeyretreated 
and. he told Hosein, ‘That he had no commission to fight with him, 
but he was commanded not to part with him till he had conducted him 
to Cufah/ But he bad him chuse any fbad that did not go ditectlyto 
Cufah, or back again to Medinah; * and do you/ says he, *-,Writfc to 
Yezid or Obeidollah, and I will write to Obeidolkh, perhaps jt may 
please God I may meet with something that may bring me off, without , 
my being exposed to any extremity upon your account/ Hoseta upon : 
this tiimed c a little out of the way that^ieads to Adib and Kadisj&J !{#>&- ; ' 
! Hanfh him^ ‘That it 'was his opinion, that 'if he 
'.Uggres’ior'ihd #r$t set upton the Cufians, lfe* might gain) fcffi i: 'ppih'f 

if he suffered himself toebe attacked Jxd would perish/; ^bjeih 'hsked 
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him* * If he thought to terrify him # ftith death.’ When they came to 
Adib they mel with four horsemen, tfho turned out of the way to come 
Up to Hosein^ Alharro wpuld ha&e rode between them and Hosein, 
but he would rfot permij it, Tlynnah was their guide, whom as soon 
as>*they came up Hosein asked 4 What mows A Thirmah answered, * All 
the nobility are Against you to a man ; as for the re$h their hearts are 
with you, but to-morrow the if stfords will be drawn against you,* .Ho- 
, sein asked him if ho could tell any tidings his messenger Kaxs (one 
that he had sent before him to prepare the wa$ : Thirmah said, 4 As 
for your messenger Rais Jae*was brought before Obeidollah, who com* 
manded him to curse you and your father Ali ; instead of which he 
stood up and pray«d for you and your father, and cursed Obtndollah 
and his father Ziyad, and persuaded the people to come into your assis- 
tance, and gave them notice of your coming. For jvhich Obeidollah 
commanded Him to be thrown down headlong from the top of the 
castle.’ At this* news Hosein wept, and repeated this versg of the 
Alcoran,* There are some of tty cm who are already dead, and some of 
them that stay in expectation and^have not changed.’ • lie then added, 

4 O God ! let their mansions be in paradise, and gather us and them 
together, in the fixed resting place of thy mercy, and the delights of thy 
.reward.’ Then says Thirmah to him, * I do not think these people that t 
4 ate along wit% you a sufficient match for those that are against you. 

# 4 How is it possible, when.idl the plains of Cx*fah arc full of horse and 
4 foot ready to meet you ? I beg of you, for God’s sake, if it be possible, 
*do ftdi go 1 span’s breadth nearer to them; but if you please, 1 will 
1 c<Jti;Ct,you to our impregnable mountain Aja, in which GojJ hath 
4 secured us from the kings of Gasan and IJamyar, and from Nooman* 

4 the son of Almyndir, and from both the black- and the red. And if 
4 any calamity befalls us, you may retire thither, and then send *to the 
4 tribe, of Tay, a!Rd stay among us as long as you please j for I believe 
4 there will, be no less than 10,000 of that trib^with tlieir swords ready 
4 at ydur service, and by God, nobody shall ever got at us.’ Hosein 
said, * God reward thee but still persisted in his resolution pf going 
,■ forwards, and Thlhnah tool#his leave. 9 

When night came oi*J he ordered his men to provide as much water 
as they should haye, occasion for, and continued his march in the night 
Asjbe went on he nodded a lJltie, and waking on a sudden, said, ‘ We 
belopg to # God, and to him we return. I saw a horseman, who $$14,, 

44 Men travel by nigh4, and the destinies t$.vel by night towards them. 14 
*3fhis I know to be a itnessage of our deaths.* In the morning after the'' 
prayers were over he mended his paCe^ and taking the left hand road < 
'^cam^tO’Ninove (not the ancien^ but another town of the saline name}* : 

&& .,Re’ rode with his, bow upon his shoulder, there came up aparsowi 
; Stated ..Alharro, but*todk no notice of him. He<deiiv^d,.^ .tetpsfc : 

\j k t tl t 1 Coacfiijkig him see S^ratSsJIist* Eccleslast, Jjy. sal, op„'i ■ ;i ' - 1 

\ \ <■ ' / , ^ 1 4 'i 
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to Alharro, containing orders from ‘Qbeidollah, 4 to, lend Hoscin ami Ins 
men into a place where there was Kejlher town nor fortifiqpiion, till his 
messengers and forces should come up., This was on Friday the second 
( day of the month Moharrem, in the < 3 tst year o§ th$ .Begirah,’ tlmt is on 
October i, a.d. 680. ** . ' * 

The day after Amer the son ofrSacd cante up with 4 °°° men, which 
Obcillollah had ordered to Dejlaip* Thcjfc had' pitched tents without 
the walls of Cufah, and wh«n # they heard of Hoscjp’s coming, Obei- 
dollah commanded Arnt*r to defer his intended march to I}e;ilam>and*go 
agdinst Hoscin. Amer begged his pardon, rind* when Gbeidollah threat- 
ened hiip upon his refusal, he desired time*to consider of it : every one , 
that he advised withal diss waded him from it; insomuch that hi $ 
nephe^ifiaid to him, ‘ Beware that you do not go against Hosein, and 
rebel against your Corel, ancl cut off mercy from you ; by Gddf you had 
better bedeprived ofthe dominion of the whole world than uteet your, Lord 
with the^blood of Hosein upon you/ 0 IIc seemed to acquiesce and be 
overruled, but ‘upon Qbeidollah’s 'renewing bis threats, he matched* 
against him, anti met in the place <ibove-mentioned, mid sent to on-* 
quire of him what brought him thither. Hosein answered, f That the 
Cubans had wrote to him, but since they had rejected him lie; was 
* willing to return to Mcccah.' Arncr was glad to hear it, and sjiid, f He . 
lipped in pod he should be excused from fighting against him/ Then 
Amer wrote concerning it to Obddollah, >Ji° sent him thisanswer, 

* Get between him and the water, as he did by Othman the innocent 
and righteous, the injured emperor of the faithful, iind propose to liini 
and his companions to acknowledge their submission to 
irkiiU of *the emperor of the faithful, Ycizid ; when they have dope that 
we shall considef oT further measures.’ From that time Amer’s men 
began to hinder HQsein’s nten from getting any water, the name of the 
place where they intercepted him was called KerbeR , As soon as 
Hosein heard it, he sakJ/Kerb and Bala, that is, trouble, and afflic- 
tion/ At 3 Ast Hosein proposed a conference with Amer between, the 
two armies ^ they came each of 6 them attended by to horse, who ,kep| x 
-their due distance whilst they discoursed* * The contents o£tb£trcqni- l 
ference were (according to Abulphcda and sonfe others) that Hosein 
proposed that they might be admitted to one of llfese three ccthditidns ; , 
either that they might go to Yczld, or els& have leave to rettim bacl^ to , 
Arabia, or else be placed ii* some garrison wherg he might fight ml- 
the Turks, Amer wrote wortF^of this tp ObeidbUah, who seemcd ^;;first 
to look upon it as a reasonable proposal ; till Shamer stood ujvjtfjid 
swore, that hd ought to be adfnitted to no terms fill he hadsurreiidierqd - 
him$d[f, adding, that he had been informed of a long cqpfe renc^ ';.be- 
, twotn him and Amen 1 This .changed Obcidollah’s mind <quU$v 
is ^ tradition from 'one tliat attended Hosdin 3II the 
/and overheard this con/emhce which say% ‘ That 
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of him either to be sent’to Yeaid,or f to be put into any of the garrisons, 
but only eithfr that )ic might haije leave to return to the place from 
whence he cnjn’e ,or else have his liberty to go where he would about 
tjje country; till he^hctild see which way the inclinations of the people 
would tyrn/ ^ 11 . ** 

Obeidollah, who was resolved not to venture Ilosein too near Cufah, 
for fear of an insurrection /sent Shamer to Amcy with orders that if 
Ifysein and JiiS men would surrender thtmselves, they should be re- 
ceived ; if not, that Jhc should first jftopose to f\mcr to falltipon thcgi 
and kill them, and trafhpHe them under their horses' feel ; and upon 
h is refusal,, to strike his head •off and command the forces himself, 
Obcidollfth gave ft letter of protection and security to four of Xli J s sons 
—Abbas, whom he had by Obeidollal/s aunt, Abdullah, Ja^far, and 
Othmarf— wljich they refused to accept, saying that the security of 
Cod was*b£tter % lhan that of the son of Somyah. Obeidoiiah had sent 
a chiding letter to Amer becauje of his remissncs f i, which ipade him 

* undertake Ho fight against Ilosein himself whei^Shamfflr proposed it to 
him, withdut knowing that his refusal was to cost liftft his head. Anicr 
drew up bis forces in the evening, on the ninth of the month, Mohar- 
ram, and Came up .to Hosein’s tent, who was sitting in his door, just 

• after evening prayer. lie and his brother Abbas desired of them tq 
give him rim# till the next morning, and he would answer tl^m to any- 
thing they desired of him? This was granted, and one of Atncr’s men 

# said that f a pejjamite (a nation which they mortally lmted) had asked 

* s^ch a small request, it ought not to have been refused. At their first 
advAncirgj he wa's' leaning upon his sword and nodding. IJis sister 
came and wakftd him, and, as he lifted up his head, lie said,* I saw the 
prophet in mydream, who said “Thou shaft Test with us/” Then she 
struck heft face, and said, ‘ Woe be to us !' lie answered, 4 Sister, you 
have no reason to complain— God have mercy upon you, hold your 

' peace/ In the night she came sighing to ]^m again, and said, 4 Alas 
for the. desolation of my family! 1 wish I had died yesterday, rather 
than hate lived till to-day. My mofher, Phatemah, is dcacl; and iny 
. father, anil my brat Her, Hasan, AlasTor the destruction that is 
\phst, and’ tho dregs^f it that remain behind T Hosein looked upon her, 
|nd sftid, 4 Sister, do not let the devil take away your temper/. Theft, 
bcitftig her 'face and tearing ^pen her bosom, she fell down in a swo&ru 
J^aspis^ having recowered her with a little cold water, said, * Sister, put 
; (l ymv trust in God,«nd depend upon th/comfort that comes from him? 

‘andknow that the people of the earth shall die, and the people of the 
: 1 ‘ heaven shall not remain ; and evefythmg shall perish but the presence 
< 4 pd, vWio created all thrive by ftis power and shall* make: 

"* ^etinfh ^nd they .shalL return to him alone, My father wi^«j better 
1 ! and jay mothtr was better than I, and my brother was [hffiet 

’■ and &cy,*n£<;vcry Musician, 'has aft the 
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4 apostle of God/ Then, charging her not to use any such behaviour 
after his death, he took her by the hand and led her into loir tent. He 
told his friends that these men wanted nobody but *him/ and, desired 
them to shift for themselves, and get atfay,.if possible, to their respec- 
tive habitations. But Alafifeas told him they would not* and said, 4 God 
forbid we should ‘dVcr see the tfine wherein w.e should survive you/ 
Theft he commanded his men ,to cord the tents close together, and put 
the ropes through one another, that the enemy might hot got between 
them. They made a line of their tents, and Hosein, in the night, 
ordered a trench to be digged at ope end of it, ’into which they threw a 
good quantity of wood and carte, which they set qn fire, to prevent 
their being surrounded, so that they could be attacked only in the 
front ffhey spent all that night in hearty prayer and supplication, 
whilst all the whilc*the horse of the enemies guard were #ridjpg round 
about them. The next morning both sides prepared* themselves for 
battel; awd Hosein put his small forces, which amounted to no more 4 
than 32 horse dnd 40 foot, into good order. »Amer, having drawn up 
his men and delivered the flag to one ‘ of his servants, came very near* 

In the meantime, Hosein went into a tent, and having first washed 
and anointed, he perfumed himself with the larger sort, of must— 
several of the great men did the like. One of them asking what was 
the meaning of it, another answered, 1 Alas ^ there is noting between 
us and the black-eyed girl^ but only that these people come down upon 
us and kill us/ Then Hosein mounted his horse, and*took < 

and laid it before him, and coming up to the people, invited them ’t^he 
performnee of their duty, adding, f 0 God, thou art my confidence in 
every trouble, and my hope in ad adversity/ He sqt Bis son, A% on . 
horseback, the eldest of mat name, for there were two of fhem,but he 
wa$ very* sick. That he cryed out, hearken to the adv?ce that t am 
going to give yon ; at which they all gave attention with profound 
sconce. " Then, having fiust praised God, he said, ( ,Q mien i if you, will 

* hearken to me and do me justice it will be better for you, an<|yQU will 
4 find . no kaiylle of doing anything againsj me : but* if you will not 

* hearken to me, bring all that ai*e concerned wij,h you ‘fog^ther^tb^t, 

* your mutter be clear, and thbn make report of it to me witbbul^hty/. 

* M y protector is God, who cent down the book (*!*., the Alcoraifi},' 

* he will be the protector of the righteous** (c. x, v. 72), > / * ; 

As®soon as he uttered these ,last words, his sisters and daughters fift 
tip ifiok voices in weeping j at which Hosein said, ‘ God reward 
of Abbas meaning, because ke fiad* advised him to leave. 
behind fiim v Then he sent his« brother Alabbas and his 
keep them quiet* Ho next reminded them of his excellency, 

birth, the' greatness bf his ppwer, .and his higi ; ,desc^^idf" 
"^^^vConsider; with yotirsdvei whethty or no*kuoh.ai^ 
^Pl^'beiter for yo&~I who,, am the son qi 
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* besides whom tliete is* no other ufion. tlic face of the earth:- Ali was 
f ahy father; Jaafar aM Hamzah,*tlib chief of the martyrs, were both 

* ihy uncles ?;and the apostle of f?od, upon whom be peace, said both 
<of hie arid- my bfotheig that? were the chief of the youth of paradise. 

. * ff you will believe one what I say is true— fcg>by God, I never told a lye 
4 in earnest sinoft I had my understanding, for God Iiptes a lye. If you 
4 do not believe me, ask the companions of the apostle of God [here he 
4 named .them], and they will tell you the same. TLct me go back to 
4 vv*hat I have.’ : Iney asked what hindered higi from being ruled by 
the rest- of liis relations.* We answered, 4 God forbid that I should # s<?t 
my hand to the resignation of /ny right after a slavish manner, I 
have recourse to *God from every tyrant that doth not believe in the 
day of account/ f 

■ Just upon Ibis a party of about 30 horse wheeled about, andlbame up 
to Hoseift, who expected nothing less than to be attacked by them. 
Harro, that had met with Hosein first, was at the head of them. He 
.•came to testify his repentance* and proffer his services to! 1 Hosein, 
declaring that if he had once thought it would eVer have come to that 
extremity, he would never have intercepted him, but have gone with 
him directly to Yezid ; and to make the best amends for his mistake 
# that lii|, present circumstances, would admit of, was resolved to die 
with him. Hosein accepted his repentance. And Harro stood forth,* 

* and called to the people Amcr, in particular), * Alas far >bu ! Will 

* ybu pot accept those three articles, which the son of the apostle’s , 
•daughter differs yhu?’ Amer told him that if it lay in his power he 
would} but Obeidollah was against it, and had been chiding and re* 
preaching the Cubans for expressing the least inclination t*> liearken 
to them. Thep sand Harro, 4 Alas for you ! .You invited him till he 

1 came, and then deceived him ; and this did not satisfy you, but you 
e are come out ^o fight against him— nay, you ha\fe hindered him, and 
4 his wives, and his family, from the water of Euphrates, where Jews, 

* ancf Christians, and Sabians drink, and hogs and dogs sport them* 
';:f v selvesf; and he is like a prisoner in# your hands, uncapajble of doing 
^himself either good or hurt/ Then Amer said to the sfevfc to whom 
, ^.luvilgiven the flagf 4 Bring up the colours/ As soon as they came 

up to the, front of the troops, Shamer shot an arrow, and said, " Bear 

* -witness that I shot the firsf arrow/ The*batlel thus begun, they e* 

changec^arrows aj>ac$ on both sides. Two of Amer’s men went out 
and offered themselves to single combat*-tlieir names were Yasef $nd 
Salem. Abdoliah, the. son of t Am^r, having first asked leave of , 

answered them, and killed Yasef first, ^and Salem next,; though Salept 

; fiiit cuf off all the fingers his Ibft hand. The next#that offdr^'\ 
y>-hlm$eff;came close up to Hos # ein, and said to bin*, 4 Hosein/y^lfce, ' 
To whon\ Hosein replied, ‘ By no means: atop ft*: Mtessv 
'''tfjfcfy''* Wct^iful. Lord, fall of forgiveness easy t6 be 

worthy of hell/ # As v he turned about # fci$ 
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away with him, and he fell off t Jiis left fdot hung' hr the stirrup, 
and a? he passed by, one of ‘Hosein’s men lopped ijoffi; his right 
leg. His horse continuing his speed*,' his head wa? all the* way dashed 
against the stones, till he died. There were several single’ combats 
fought, in all which IiosehVs men were superior* because they fought 
like men that were resolved to <5ie, This made some* of the leading 
men advise Amor not to expose his mhn $ny ldnger to the hazard ot 
single combats, Then Anyofi, the son of Hcjago who commanded 
the fight wing, gave amonset, with these words in his mouth— ‘ Fight, 
against those who separate from the religion and from thelmamn 
[Yezid], and from the congregation . 1 9 /Alas V said Hosein, ‘what do 
you enefturage ,your men against us— are we the men that separate 
from the religion, ajd you those that keep to it ? When your souls are 
separated from yoiy bodies, you will know which of us deserve hell fire 
most/ In this attack, Muslim, the son of Ausajah, was ktlledr-he was 
the first that died on Hosein’s side, and Hosein went and commise- 
rated him at hie last gasp, Hobeife saldjo him, having first told him t 
that he was near paradise, ‘ If I was ijot sure that I should soon , follow 
you, I would fulfil your will, whatsoever it was/ To whom Muslim 
answered, in a very low Voice, ‘ This is my will (pointing to Hosein)—* 
toat you die for, him/ * ' , 

* * Then Sljamer gave an onset with the left wing- with ,#uch violence,, 
that they came very near ty> Hosein, but Hein’s horse tepulsed thein 
bravely i so that they sent to Amer for some archers, who ordered 
them above 500 . As soon as they came up, they let fiy tlicrr arrows' 
so thidjj amongst Hosein’s horse, that they were all imttedttfHy 
reduced to foot Harro perceiving his horse wounded, leaped oiTfirbp* 
him with his sword in hi«s hand, as eager as a lion. • v 
Amen perceiving that they were inaccessible every where, but in the 
front, commanded his men to pull down the tents ; huf ' that not suc- 
ceeding, fqr Hosein’s men killed those that went about it,, Shamer, 
6 od' confound him, callea for fire to burn Hosein’s tent (having - first ' 
Struck his^avelhi into it) with all«that were in it. The women shrieked 
and ran put of it ‘ How/ said Hosein, ‘ wiiat wouldlt thee nay 
family ? God bum thee in hfll-firc/ One of lift great men cajjgte to,- 
Shamer, and represented to him how scandalous, andhowunbecdmlp^: 
a soldier it was to, scare the women ; ho began to be ashamed pf ^,- 
and yds thinking of retreating, when some of Hpsein's men ^utac^d 
him, and drove’ him off the ground with the loss of some of 
It was now noon, and Hosein bad some of his friends speak 
tp forbear till he had said the? prttyers proper for that time ^ 

One of the Oufianssaid, ‘They will n ot be heard Habib ansivetjed/^fai^ 
for you, shall your prayers- be beam, and' not the prayetf'W;^^ 
^Ipostiys/fdmiiy, upon -whom be 'peace !* ‘Habib fought 
•^§0urage t till he was ki^ed*, Then Jiosoin said 
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amongst the poof remainder of hia scattered company, and to the rest 
of the. office hf added, the * prayer of fear/ never used but in cases of 
extremity,... I>t$riftg the time of the fight he said several prayers, in one 
of^which there ia.jjiisipathetieal expression, 4 Let not the dews of 
hfeaven distil upyn them, and withhold thofl*from them the blessings 
of the earth, for they first invited me* and then deceived me.' After 
the prayers were over the figflt'was renewed with great "veheme/icy on 
both sides,. till th'eyicame up close to Hosdn, but his friends protected 
him : one of them killed ten bcsidcslhose he wounded ; at last he was 
taken, both his arms beiflg broken, and Shamer struck off his head. 
Hosein’s party were now almost all cut off, and his eldest son Ali was 
first wounded with a lance and afterwards cut in pieces. The rest 
were most of them singled , out by the archers and shot. Hosein staiV 
a long tiifte ai^d nobody came to him, but he turn ad back again, fov 
hardly janyof th$m could find in his heart to kill him. At last one 
came and struck him with a swojd upon the head and wounded him, 
so that his Itead-piecc was full# of bldod, which he took* off and flung 
away, saying, that lie had neither ^cat nor drank out flf it, and bound 
up his head in his turbant. Quite tired out, he sat down at the door 
of his tent, and took his little son Abdollah upon his Jap, who was 
•presently killed with an arrow. Hosein took his hand full of the t 
, child's blood, tind throwing it towards heaven * said, *0 Jxird ! If 
thou Withh oldest help fromus from heaven, *give it to those that are 
fetter, and # take vengeance upon the wicked/ At last he grew ex- 
tremely thirsty, and whilst he was drinking, he was shot in the mouth 
with an arrow. He then lift up his hands to heaven, which we§e both 
full pf blood, aifll prayed very earnestly. Then Shamer encouraged 
some of the stoutest of his men to surround him : at tlie same time a 
little nephew ofjiis, a beautiful child, with jewels i$ his cars, came to 
embrace him, and had his hand cut off with a sword : to whom 
Hoseyi said, ‘ Thy reward, child, is with G<ajJ, thou shaft go to thy 
pious forefathers/ Then they surrounded him, and he threw himself into 
the 1 middle of them, charging sometimes on the -right, and sometimes 
on thc left, and winch ^ay foever he turned himself, they flew off as 
so many deer befo$£ a lion. His sistor Zeinah, the daughter of 
iPhatotnah, came out and saijl, 4 1 wish the heaven would fall upon the, 
eaith / then turning to Amer,%he asked him if he could stand by and 
.s^eJHosein killed : whereupon the tears trickled down his beard, #*nd 
jtte turned his face aWay from her. Nobody offered to meddle with 
him,' till Shatner ‘set them on «agam, with reproaches and curses, one 
oftheni, for fear of Shamer, threw sf l^nce at him, but made it fall 
^hortu;' because he would not him. At last one \vo%nded; hifti. 

hand, a second upon the ntck> whilst a third 
"^#dgh i ''with ,a spear. *\Vh ten he was dead, they, cur hk' he^pii,;/ 
; Wh#;ho W#: scorched there w<?re found qpoQ'him three,' ' 
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wounds, and four and thirty bruises* Shanier intended to, have killed 
Ali the youngess? $on of Hosein, that was afterwards Galle$ Zein Aialie- 
din, i.e., * The ornament of the religious/ who, Was very young and 
very sick, hot one of his companions disswad^d |mn from' it They 
took Hoseirtte spear, and^the rest, pf the' spoil, and divided all fits 
riches, and his furniture, even so far as to take ;aWay the women's 
richest c cloaths*; and though Atner forbad their going near the women, 
and had given express command, that whosoever- l^ad taken anything 
from them, should return it again*; yfet they Were never the. better, Tor 
there was nothing restored that they had lost,* Hose in’s 72 men were 
killed (17 of which were descended from Phatcmah) ; and on the other 
side, there were, 83 killed, besides the wounded, Then they rpde, their 
horses over Hoseu’s body backwards and forwards so often, that they 
trampled it into t% very ground. Haula, who had his head, went away 
post 1 with it to Obeidollah ; but finding the castle shut/iip^wrfcd jt 
home ito his own, house, and told his wife, that he Iiadbreught her the 
rarity of the world. JThe woman was Jn a ,rage, and $«ud> * Oliver* 
men make presents of^gold and silvef, and you have brought the hpad 
of the son of the apostle's daughter ; by God the same bed shall never 
hold us two any more and immediately leaped out of bed from him 
and ran away. He procured another of his countrywomen to supply v 
“her place, who reported afterwards that she was not al^e to sleep all,, 
that nigh!, because of a light which she t^w streaming ,hp ipwar# 
heaven from the place where Hoscin’s head lay, and white bk4? con- 
tinually hovering about it. Haula the next morning cam$f the head 
to OtajjdoUah, who treated it reproachfully,, and struck it dv^rHlre 
niou^h wkh a stick ; upon which Zeid, the son of Arkem, said" hi?' him, 

* Take away this stick, for j swear by him, besides wi\om there i is no 
other God, I have seen the lips of the apostle of God (upon whom be 
peace) upon these lips,' Obeidollah told him, that if h#WajS not an old 
man, and out of his wits, he would strike his head off.. 

Zeinab, All’s sister, puTon her worst cloaths, and, attended by •some 
of ;her m^ids, went and sat down in the castle. , ObeiiloUah ,$skcd 
thrice who she was, before any one told him ; as sooit as ',|te ,> 

lie said, ‘ Praise be to God, ^vho hath brought feu to shaid^ 
killed, you, and proved your' stories to be lytbf . , $he 

* Pr&m,\be to, God, who hath honouneh us with .Mahomet (upph: " 

whopi be God’s peace) and hath purified us, ati^ net [dealt wM.jusj a& 
yo^say, for [none but] the wfcked is brought to shame, and , 

given %o none but] to the evil one*’ Jttc Replied, * Do not you !■ 

God hath dealt with your famhy ft She answered, * Death was de^reddv; 
for them, md they: arc gone to their jesting place'; ;Go4 : 
bpth^you and, the'ni together^ td plead /our several causes 

,’imo a rage, lint one ophis ffrieijds bad 
^ ivas a wraahf and not take «ny4hifig 



'*■ % QCKLEY’S 1/IS TOE V OE %//£ SARACEN EMPIRE, 379 

Obeidollah told her, that* God had«givcn his soul full satisfaction over 
their, chief (Il<|scm) and their whol ^rebellious family. Zeinab answered, 

* You havex|eki*>y<»d all my men, and my family, and cut off my branch, 
an^ tore up .my root^iftliat be Satisfaction to your soul, you have it.' 
He swore*she wag a woman of courage? adding that her lather was a 
poet, and a man of courage^ . §he. answered, that* courage was no 
ingredient in a woman's character, but shp knew how to speak. • Then 
lootyng upon All, 4 Hfcsein’s son, h$ commaitled him 10 be searched, 
for he said, he believed he was Wived at Wan's estate: being, 
informed that»he was, hfc commanded him to be beheaded. Here 
Zeinab all in tears embraced her rtephew, and asked Obciclolial;, if he 
had not yet drunk*dcep enough of the blood of their family ; and 
intreated him, if he was resolved to kill the lad, to give her leave to 
die along ftith jhim. Young Ali begged of him, foi* the sake cif the 
near relation thaf there was between him and the women, that he 
would not send -them away without so much as one man to# attend 
them in their journey. Obeidollah pausing awhile, and ftoking some- 
times upon her, and sometimes upon the people, was astonished at 
her tenderness, and swore he believed she was in good earnest, and 
had rather die with him, than survive him. At last he dismissed him 
and bad hmi go along with the women ; which they looked upon as 
# a very providential deliverance, and said that Obeidollah would have 
'killed Ali, but God diverted Tam from it. * 

# Ob^idoha^| went from the castle to the great mosque, and going Up 
lnt<4 the pulpit, said, * Praise be to God, who hath manifestly shown 
the truth, and those’that are in the possession of it, and hath assisted 
Yezid the governor of the faithful, and his party, and killed The liar, 
the son of the liar Tlosein, the son of Ali andliis party.* This pro- 
voked AFs partite the last degree ; several of them rose up in*great 
indignation, and amongst the rest, there was one who was blind of 
both his eyes, which he had lost in two several kettles, and used to con- 
tinue m the mosque praying from morning to night He hearing 
Ziyad's speech, he^ cried out, i O son 0? Merjanah (that wgs his mo- 
ther's name), the liar, tl^p soft of the liar, are you and your father, and 
he that gave you youi^dbmmission, and his father. 0 son of Merjanah ! 
you kill the sons of the prophgts, and speak the words of honest men.* ' 
Every main, even of his own patty, blamed him for his rashness, fear- , 
tnj| that hi had not only brought destruction upon himself but- upon 
th&mtbo. He was seized by Obeidollah^ order, but upon his crying 1 
,OUt he was rescued by his’ party, there bc^ig about 700 of them atthsit , 
time ip town ; but notwithstanding hfs escape for the present, he was - 
■ kited soon after, and hung upon ^gibbet on the heath for an example ! 
... head was first set up in Cufah, afterwards cairried aboufthe 

then sent to YeSid at Damascus, along with the. WQpdh \ 
0 ^ ^Then Obeidollrthis express came to Yezid, &nd spited 
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him joy of his success, and the dpath of Hosem, Yeri<l wept and said/ 

* I should have been very well pleased without .the dearth of Hose in ; 
God curse the son of Somyah ; if 1 Had had him in my (1 power, I would 
have forgiven him : God loved Hoscitu but did' nc/ -suffer h[m to attain 
to anything/ AH travelled with, a chain about his neck -j .Sh^pier and 
Mehphar conducted them with a body of men, but Ali would not 
vouchsafe to speak, one word to them ailVhe way. ; Tis said that whilst 
they were upon the road/* Yezid advised with hp courtiers how^he 
^should dispose of theta. One 6f them said', ‘ Never bring up "the 
whelp of- a cur ; kill Ali the son of Hosciit, tad extinguish the whole 
generation of them.’ At which Yezkl hdd his peace, An other of a 
milder temper 1 said, ‘ O emperor of the faithful, d<V with them as the 
apostle of God would do if he were to see them in this their condition/ 
This moved him to compassion, When he saw Hosein’sheaft, he said, 
‘O Hosein, if I liad had thee in my power I would not Ifave killed 
tliee !’ /Then sitting down, he called jn the chief of the Syrian nobility, 
and ordered Hosein 5 ? wives and 1 children to* be brought ‘before him / 
but he was vcry°angry when he saw /he women appear in such si, mean 
condition, and said, i God curse the son of Somyah, surely if he had 
ever been related to these women, he could never have treated them 
after this scandalous manner.’ Then turning to Ali, he sa.i.d, ‘ This, 
was yotuffatlicr, who set at nought my right, and jostle me out of iny 
; government, and God hash disposed of hifrvhs you see/ Whom Ali 
briskly answered with this verse in the Alcoran, 4 There is no calamity 
befalls you, either in the earth, or in your own sefvsps, but .it whs in a 
book before we created it’ {chap. Ivii. 2 2). Yezid, turning to his soit 
Cxiled, bhde him answer him ; but Caled was young and igoorajit, and 
had nothing to say. Then said Yezid, ‘ What calamity hath befallen 
you, i£ what your qwn hands have drawn upon you, and he pardoncth 
a great many’ {chap. xliL, 29). One of the Syrians w<f£ld have begged 
Phatcmah, Alt’s daughter ; she was but a little girl, and could not tell 
but it* might be so, and in a great fright laid hold upon her* sister 
Zeinab\ deaths, who knew veif well that it was Contrary to the kw to 
fopcc any one Out of their own sect, and sakl, ‘ lie lies : by -God, though 
, I die, it neither is in your power nor his/ At which Yerid 
and told her that, it was in his power, and he would do it if he pfeased. 
She told him it was not in his power *0 force them out of the^ mm"'* 
religion, at which he started up hi a passion and said, ‘Is ttys 
guage that you come before^pie withal ? it was your -father and, yb«r , 
brother that went out from the religion/ ‘ Then/ said she, 4 you,; and ‘ ’ 
your father and grandfather $erd all in the right !’ This provokeld hirn ' 
to isay, * Tllpu best, thou enemy of £fr&/ ‘ How/ said $einab,;‘you 
thc^byernor of the;faHMu], and reproach us unjustly, and;makd,a^,.^i 
use of ydur t^yev? ‘ At whick he blushed’ aod held 
Syrian petitioning agayi for Pbatcpicto/Yezid ' 
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nrm be quiet. He then oTilered tln;n1 to be conducted to the hot-bath, 
and sent them xloaths and' all provisions necessary for their refresh- 
ment after tin? fatigue of their tedious journey. He entcitained the 
women with all possible jespect inhis palace ; and Moawiyali’s wives 
came, and kept them company the space of three days, mourning for. 
Jlosein. ^3o lon^f as they staid, he nqvcr walked abroad but he took 
Alt and Amrou, Hospin’S two£cm%, along with him ! Once he asked 
Amrou, ..who was ve^ little, whether he whujjl fight with his son Caled. 
Amrou immediately answered, i Givcone a knife* and give him one.* 
An enemy to the family of Ali, a court flatterer, said upon this, ( Dg- J 
pend upon it always that on^ serpent h the parent of another.’ 

After they had taken a competent time for their refreshment, and 
were resolved upon their journey to Medinah, Yezid sent for his wives 
and childfcjn, to take their leaves, and commanded^ ooman, the son 
of Bashir,* to Jccommodate them with all necessary -provisions, and 
send them home Vith a safe convoy. When he dismissed them, he said 
fo AH, £ God^urse the son of Ivjafjanah. If your father had fallen into 
1 my hands, I would have 'granted^ him any condition *he would have 
^desired, and done whatsoever lay in my power to have saved him 

* from deatli, though it had been with the loss of some of my own chib 
,* dren. Jut God hath decreed what you sec. Write to me ; whatso- 
4 ever you desire shall be done for you.’ 

The person to whose ca^ Yezid had com netted them, behaVed him- 
self so civilly and respectfully to them all the way (for they travelled in 
ffie night as* well as in the day, and he was very vigilant over them), 
thal Phatcmah said to her sister Zeinab , 1 Sister, this Syrian hath be- 
haved himself sc* kindly to us, do you not think we ought to r #a&e him 
a present V ‘ AJa*!’ said Zeinab, ‘we have nothing to present him 
withal, but our jewels.’ ‘ Then,’ said the girl, * let us give him* them.’ 
She consented, %kI they took off their bracelets and sent them to him, 
with an apology, begging of him to accept of them as a token of their 
respect for his courtesy. He modestly refused* them, with this generous 
answer — ‘ If what I have done had bee* only with regard to this world, 

‘ a leSs price tharf your jewels had been a sufficient reward ; W what 
M did was for God’s sitfke, and upon the account of your relation to the 

* prophet : Gpd’s pe£ce be upon him.’ When they came to Medinah, 
there was such lamentation *r»ade betweerf them and the rest pf the 
fahyly of # Hashem, as not to be expressed. 

^ There are different reports concerning Hosein’s head : some siy if 
was sent to Medinah, nnd biyied, by his mother; others, that it was 
^buried at Damascus, in a place called tlifc garden-gate, from whence it ' 
was remove^ tp Ascalon, and ajterwafds, by the Caliphs ctf Egy$>t* tp; 
? Gmqd Cairo, where they interred it and erected a mompnerit over If, 
which ^iey called the sepulchre of Hosein the martyr, Those AEg^ 
who called themselves Phatpmites, and had po^i^sion 
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of Mg ypt from before the year 40^ fill after tjae year 660, pretend that 
Hosein’s head came into /Egypt after the year spoof theJHegirahj but 
the Imams of the learned say that tkcre is no foundations for that story 
of theirs, but that they only intended ,by it tcj mail^e their pretence to 
the nobility of their extraction pass more current— since they calfed 
themselves Phateipites, as being, descended from Mahomet's ckughter, 
Hiatcmah, r 'V ’ . 

Some pretend to shew his burying-place near thj? river of Kerbela ; 
others say that there a«e no footsteps of it remaining. The first suftan 
of Ahe race of the Bovides built a sumptuous monument there, which is 
visited to this very day, with grCat devotion, by the Persians, This 
sultan CUlled his edifice by the name of 4 Kimbiid Fdz,* which signifies 
in the Persian lang jage ' The Magnificent Dome but they now com- 
monly call it, in* Arabick, 4 Meshed Hosein' — 4 The Sepulchre of 
Hosein the Martyr/ ’ A 

The Caliph Almotawakkel, who be^an to reign in the year 232, per- 
secuted fhe memory of Ali and his 'family, to that degree, thaf he caused’ 
Hosein's sepulchre (called by the Persians ' the holy, sublime, and pure 
place') to be quite razed and destroyed, and to obliterate entirely the 
least remainder of it, was resolved to draw a canal of water over it ; 
t however, he was frustrated in his attempt, for the water woujd never > 
'come near the tomb, but kept its distance out of respecg, from whence 
that water was called ' H%ir/ which signifi&y ' astonished and respect- 
ful '—a name which hath since passed to the sepulchre itself, upontfie 
account of such a miracle. But there is one Naim, who*used to be* 
angry ^ith anyone that pretended to know the place of his, burial* *. 

The two titles which they generally give Hosein in^Persia are that 
of 'Shahid, the martyr,* or that of 'Seyyid, the lord;' and by the 
word/ Alseidani/ which signifies 'the two lords' 5 — without adding any- 
thing, more, they always understand the two eldest ^6hs of Ali, who 
were Hasan and Hosein. 

They report that amongst other acts of piety which Hosein prac- 
tised, heqsed every 24 hours to make a thousand adorations or prostra* 
lions before tod, and that at the age of 55 he had gofie 25 pilgrimages 
on foot, whereas a good Mu,sleman is not obhg&tUo go above 
his whole life. ' , / 

Vezdi, in a treatise concerning the divine love,* relates thafcHosan „ 
havipg one day asked his father Ali if he loved, him, and AJi haying 
answered that fie loved him tlpderly, Hosein askod him once more if / 
lie loved God, and Ali having also answered that question afiir imriydy^ t 
Hosein said to him , 4 Two lo^es «oan never meet in the same 
neither hath Cod given a man two hearts/ At these words 
was mbved> and they say he wept. ^ ; ‘7 ' 

_ ; vi Hosein, touched with his father's tears? feswmed the 41 §,cour^ei ted 

J* r / ’ ‘ ■; 1 t&le is Retahit / 'hi mthal/bat, - ' ; >; f, ‘K* - u 
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.ftaiid to him*- to comTort him* * If you* had your choice between the sin 
Of infidelity 'towards . Cod, or death, what would you do? 1 Ali 
answered, ,1 'Amid sooner deliver you up to death than abandon my 
fai {ft,* 4 Then you ltjlaylknqw by this mark,’ replied Hoscin, 4 that the 
love you fcavc fo^me is only a natural »tcnde$iess, and that which you 
bear towards God is a true love.’, * * * 

He was killed on the tenth nay of the month Moharram ,*in the year 
of the Hcghtah 6i. I^'his date is t so celebrated amongst the Persians, 
that to this very day they call it ‘tlfc day of Tlosein, Yaurn Hoscin, 
Rus Hoscin/ • The memory of, and njourning for, this death, are still 
annually celebrated among them*, and it is this anniversary weeping 
and extravagant lamentation, that still keeps up the aversion of this 
nation to all the Muslemans that are not in the same sentiments with 
themselves, so # that it causes for that time an implacable hatred be- 
tween the successors of the family of Ommiyah and’Aubas, and all 
those that do not look upon Atyibeker, Omar, and Othman, £0 have 
teen usurpers, and Ali tin* only rightful and lawful successor of Mahomet. 

My anonymous author is very sovere upon the sect of Ali, both upon 
the account of the many fabled they have invented concerning Ilosein, 
and their superstitious observation of the day of his death. Let us 
ttear himein his own words — 4 The sect of Ali/ says he, f have forged a 
, ‘ multitude of sfcaminable l^es upon this occasion; they say> that the 
‘ sun was eclipsed upon this day, so that tha stars appeared at noon 
*^lay ; that gou could not take up a stone, but there was blood under 
‘ it* that the sides of the heavens were turned red, and when the sun 
‘ rose the beams of it looked like blood ; that the heavens Sooked 
‘like clotted blcfcd^ that the stars struck ope against thS other; 
‘that the heavens rained red blood, and ‘that before this day 
‘ there was no Redness in the heavens ; that when HoseiV^ head 
‘ was brought into the palace, the walls dropt with blood ; that the 
4 eartl\ was darkened for the space of three d*iys ; that nobody could 
‘ touch any, saffron or juniper all that day but it burnt his fingers ; that 
‘ there Whs never ^ stone taken up in Jerusalem, but there ^vas clotted 
‘blood under it ; and tfyit tAcn one of Hosein’s camels that was killed 
‘ was boiled, the fles^df it was as bitter as toloquintida — besides innu- 
merable other ly»cs, withoutgany manner of foundation. But this is 
‘ trffe, that they that had a hanfl in his death dwindled away and came 
‘ to nothing, but soon fell sick, and most of them died mad. In *the 
‘ time of tht government of the family of the Bowides, they used to 
•‘keep, this day as a solemn fast, dnd thjow dust and ashes about the 1 
‘streets of Bagdad, and cloathe tffemselves with black sackcloth* 
find express* the highest degree* of sorrow and lamentation? A great/ 
•^ufany: of them would drink no water, in conformity to Hosem,%hb 

‘ $80. Thoiijh the English reader must not suppose that they kefcpdifc 

' fdnth ofou* October, hut the tenth of McJhyram, according gs it Mis, because th*ks ,» th* 

l : • . * * 3 , ; /’ 
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‘ was killed when he was thirsty— fill which are abominable inventions 

* and vile practices, contrived on purpose to cast anaspcrsihnupon the i 
* government of the house of Onunijrth, because he wa^tellcd in thdr 

* time. Now they that killed him Urgp against him thht he came to 
‘ depose a person that wae*sct over "them by the consent of the people, 
‘and to make' a « division amongst them, which was first begun by 
‘ Muslim : but some of the doctors camion against this .with the utmost 
‘ indignation, as a 'pernicious* and dangerous way of. arguing. They 

* determine thus : if ascertain nugnber did interpret [the lawjVgaJsist 
4 him and kill him, they had nothing to doitojkill him, but it was their 

, ‘ duty to have accorded to him one pf his three proposals ; and if a 
‘ party of insolent fellows find fault with a whole people, and rise against 
‘ its prophpt (upon whom be God’s peace), the matter is npt do be 

* [determined] according to their practice and example, but according 

* to the majority of the nation, both ancient and modern*. Those that 

* were concerned in Hosein’s death, were only a small handful of 

* Cubans 4, (God, confound them), and 1 'the greatest part of them had*, 
‘written to, him,t*and brought hint into theif pernicious, counsels and 

‘ designs ; neither did all the army [that went against him] approve of 
‘ that which fell out ; nor did Yezid, the son of Moawiyah, the gover- 
( * nour pf the faithful, at that time approve of his death (though God 
1 ‘ knows) nor had any aversion to him. What appears most probable ' 
f is, that it he had had him in his power before he was lulled. Up would 
‘ have spared his life, according to bis fathers direction, as he said he 
‘ \vould himself. , ( 

‘Nqjv every Musleman ought to be concerned at this accident' of 
‘ his death (God accept him) for he was one of the lor$s of the Music- 
‘ mans, and one of the learned men of the society, and the daughters 
‘ son oi the Apostle of God, who was the most excellent of his daughters, 

‘ ami he was devout, couragious and munificent ; yet notwithstanding 

* all this, what these people do in making an putward shew of sorrow, 

^ which perhaps is the Case of most of them, is not at all becoming. 

‘ His father was a better man than him, yet they did hot keep the day 

* upon which he was murdered, as they <Jp that of tHospin; Ml ' 
Mvas killed as he went out to morning prayerj^n the sevehteehih'Of 

the month Ramadan in the fortieth year : and Othman, ttie s$hpf 
‘ Assan was a better man ‘than Ali, according to those thatfoflpfar / 
‘ tr^ditiop and the Church ;* and he was killed after he had . 

‘ sieged in his own , house, im*he hot days of thh month ip ’ 

* the thirty-sixth year; and he Was cut from one jugular vein to theothtej, 
‘,and;yet the people never kept his day. * And so in like manner 

s the; Ison of iUchitab, was a better man than Othraan \ he was killed as 

; , ; '*i * 1 v 1 .Ml-'; V V. 

' s , * prtrt -call Jfcd* fc th* Greeks, batkn<?ia t and we In Ew&lteli, ' ANfihjl* ' *’ 

"■rf ■ uriU we^ii the very saam. thing by. |vt, wv the. <jongr ! <scfauo'it ' r ' 

.. Utmieo under ilwflir Imam, Or heaztYaud they deijomi^e, as do, thn3«e' ; t2^aet . 

’■ ?Wwa «W*; according to their particular tenets or tpioitau*. Y, . •*, 1 ' - 
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Mie was saying the' prayers in the* fipanYs desk, and was reading the 

* Alcoran ; and his day was" never kept. And Abubeker was a better 

* man than pejput. the day of his dfcath was never observed. And the 

* Apostle of. God, up§n whom bo peace, who is absolute lord of all the 

* sons of #>cn, bojjh in this world and that wlffch is to cojnc ; God took 
‘ liim to liimself, even as the prophets before him died*; yet the Musle- 

* mans never made such a stir Imout the observation of the day.ofc his 
1 dentil as a. solem'n jay, as these fools do abwt the day in which Hoscin 
‘ was killed.* Thus far my author in tiis own words. f . 

This same year Yezid*m!lde Salem, the son of Ziyad, lieutenant 
Sejestan and Chorasan, when he came ambassador to him ; he was 
then 24 years of a§e. As sbon as he came to his charge he gathered 
together* a select number of forces, and the best horses that could be 
found, in %der to make an invasion upon the Turk*. He carried his 
wife along with him (the first Arabian woman that ever passed over 
that river), who was brought to bp d of a son in that part of the^country 
Vhich is called the Sogd*qf Sainarafnd, being the neighbouring plains 
and . villages that he round abc^it that city, from Vhencc lie was 
afterwards surnamed Sogdi, that is, the Sogdian. When she lay in, 
she sent to the duke of Sogd’s lady, to borrow her jewels ; she sent her 
•golden ctfown, that was full of them, which she had not the good man - 1 
ners to restore mgain, but carried it along with her upon thepreturn of 
the Arabians. Salem seitf # Mohalleb to Ch^warezm, the chief city of 
yie Turks, who wej;e willing to purchase peace at any rate ; he assessed 
th$m and , their cattle at so much a head, that the sum arose to fifty 
millions : Salem having taken out of it what he thought fit, sent jhc rest 
to Yczid. He tlfen marched forwards towards Samarcand, the inhabit' 
ants whereof made* their peace with a vast sun? of money. This same 
year, in the beginning of the month Du’lhagiah, Yezid made Wa*ed, the 
son of Otbah, governor of Medinah, who headed the people on pilgrim* 
age tp Mcecali both this and the following yt^ar. Basorah and Cufah 
Were still in the hands of Obeidollah. 

Hosein being removed, Abdollah, tie son of Zobeir, who hpd never 
submitted to YeziS’s government, began now to declare pubhckly against 
him, and : deposed at Medinah, The* inhabitants of Meccah and 
Medinah, perceiving that Ye rid did all that lay in his power to suppress 
thtf House of Ali, rebelled against him, and proclaimed Abdollah for 
their caliph. As sooa as he had taken their suffrages, to strengthen 
, his interest by popularity, he made kfog speeches tq the people,. 
‘Wherein he aggravated. all the* circumstances of Hosein*s death to the 
last degree* and represented the Iranians in general, and the CUfiahs ; 
'ip particular* as the most perfidjpws villains upon the face oPthe earijff 
they Had invited him first, and basely betrayed him;afterwat:d« : , 
whata scandalous proposal they had offered a person of his dignity 
4 ither : of surrendering himself tyto the band^of the son of Ziyad, or , 
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else lighting them at so great a disadvantage.: ha\y herok$Uy ho had 
behaved himself, in preferring an 'honourable death to an .ignominious 
life. He magnified his merits, and^reminded them of Jtfrs exemplary 
Sanctity, his frequent watchings, fastings and pr#yej $ ) in a word, what- 
soever might contribute tewards jtb.c endearing his memory, ami stir ftp 
in the people a desire of revc«gc#and ah utter abhorrence and detesta- 
tion of .that government which was the'Adise of his death, . The people, 
who were always well affeo*etf to Hosein, heard thnse discourses with 
delight, and AbdoUah’9 party grew very strong.* When Yezid heard of 
fu? progress he swore he would have him *in« chains, and accordingly 
sent a silver collar for him to Uterwan, then governopr of Medinah, 
with Prefers to put it about his neck and send him wkh it to Damascus, 
in case he persisted in his attempts ; but Abdollali ridiculed both* them 
and their collar, c ; 

There was at this time one Abdollali, the son of Amrou, in' Egypt, a 
person $f great repute for his profound understandings he used to 
study the. prophet I&niel, Amrou, thuO sqn* of Said, govern our of* 
Meccah, sent tO*him to know what Jie thought of this man, meaning 
Abdollah, the son of Zobcir : he answered, that he thought of him no 
otherwise, than as a man that would carry his point, and live and die a 
*ldng. This answer from a man of his character gave great entourage-* 
meat to Abdollah and his party, for it had a great influence upon the 
generality of the people. * Amrou, the son 'of Said, the govemour of 
Meccah, was in his heart a mortal enemy to Abdollah and liis pre- 
tensions, yet still he thought it the best way to carry it fair with him* 
Some Yezid’s courtiers represented to him, that if Amrou had been 
heartily ih his interest, it was in his power to have seized Abdollah 
and sent him to him j upon which suggestion Yezid' removed him, and 
put Waled, the son, of Otbah, into his place. 

, As soon as Waled had taken possession of his new governnient of 
Meccah, he began to (gierfc his authority by imprisoning 300 of the 
servants and dependants of his predecessor Amrou. Amrpu sent a, 
private message to them, to bid them -break the prison at s^ch an 
hbu, ^pi’omismg them that there should be ^sufficient number of camels - 
ready for them, kneeling in -the street, which tht%should hnmc^iaiely 
mount, and repair to him* who was going to wait upon This 

succeeded ; and when Amrou came before Yezid he first reoetv^hfcp 
cousteou$iy> and bade him sit down by him, and then began Jp ; 
hinrfbr his retnisshess in t&, execution of his commands, 
taking, sufficient care to suppress Abdollah. To which "he ’answ^red|,i 

* Cov^motir of theTfaithful, he yisft is present sees napre ..th^n he‘ thar * 
*is absent*. The greatest part. of tkjpeoplc of Hejux 

* *ve*e favountbly inclined to his 'party, and encoura^v#e\'in^lifet , 

, ‘as 'Well ’in pubSclc as in 1 private':;; besides/ 1 4iad no . - 

oppose 1 them, if ' 1 ■ iad ! attempt^? it, * ' Howev^, . 
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• * . 

* upon his guard, and in fear of %ne, and I carried it fair with him, 

* iff order to take a proper opportunity of getting him into my power. 

1 NotwithsJtamlng.his interest and caution I streightened him, and 

* hindered himTrom*dofcig a great many things. I placed men round 
‘ about the stress and passages of Meccah* that suffered no man to 

* pass till he had written d<£vvj% his 6wn name and* his father’s, and 
f from which -of God’s countries he cam$, and what was his business. 

‘ A*id if he.,was an£ of Jiis friends, or whod! I suspected to favour his 
‘ designs,. I sent him. packing ; if otherwise, I permitted him Quietly t<* 
‘go about his concerns* and now ^ou have sent Waled, the son # of 
‘ Otbah, who in ajjl probability will give you such an account of his 

* administration as will justify my conduct, and convince you of the 
‘ sincerity # of my advice/ Yczid was veiy well satisfied, and told him 
f that he w % asai\ lion ester man than they, that had incensed him against 
‘ him, and that fee should depend upon him fpr the future ? In, the 
meantime the new governour Waled was imploying all his«skill to 
ensnare Abdallah, who was always upon liis guard, ancT was Still too 
cunning for him. There was at* the same time upon the death of 
Hoscin, one Naidah, a Yemamian, that appeared with a body of men, 
not against Abdollah, but Yezid ; as for Abdollah, he and Naidah were 
^0 familiar, that it was generally believed that Naidah would give him 4 
his allegiance. ^Quickly afoy Abdollah sent a letter to Yczid, complain- 
ing that he had se^t a fool*of a governour thi flier, that was not capable 
rtf such a t^ist : that if he had sent a man of tractable disposition, 
tli differences might be compromised, as well for the good of the 
puliiick as their own in particular. Yezid, desirous of pe;mc*upan 
any terms, indisJrcetly hearkens to the advice of his mortal enemy, 
removes Waled, and sends Othman, the son of Slahomet and grandson 
of Abusophyan. m This Othman was by no means qualified for a trust ' 
of that importance, being raw, ignorant, and altogether unexperienced,, 
not capable of looking into any part of his business. He sent am- 
bassadors from Medinah to Yezid, who received them kindly, and gave 
them presents ; bpt they took such offence at his conversation, that 
when,- they v returned, tlgey efid all they could to inflame the people 
against him, • They 4okl the Mcdinians that they were come from a 
man that had no religion at .all ; that he was frequently drunk with 
wiiift, and minded nothing but fiis tabors, his singing wenches, and his 
dogs*; thi* he used 16 spend whole evenings in talking with file 
fellows and singing girls, and they declared that for their ..part they 
did depose him; in which detioh were followed by a great 
idahy j and it is said they gave them allegiance to one AWolI&f^’ l . 

of Hantelah. Almundirf who was one of the ampassadmfs, 
with them to .Medinah, but went to ObeidqHabV to ‘JSa^ : 
entertained lfim jn his house with a great deal / 

for tifoy wet* old acquaintanee. As soon *as Yezid was infold 
\r / ‘ 1 ■ A - ' *' ’ : 
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how the rest of the ambassadors had used him at MedmaJv he wrote 
to Obeidollah to bind Almundir, ant| keep him close tih further orders. 
Obeidollah, looked upon this to be" a breach of the /hies, of hospi- 
tality, and instead of obeying the order, shevedtlt to. Alpiundir, ad- 
visinghim, when the people were come together, to pretend v^y urgent 
business, and ip tfie presence of them gll to ask leave to be gone. This 
granted, away goes Almundir, t full of resentment, to Me'dinah, and there 
confirms all that the other Ambassadors had said to the reproach 
of^Yezid ; adding, thaf though he # confessed that Yezid had presented 
him with ioo pieces, yet that cou^l not influence him so far as to hinder 
him from speaking what he was a witness of, relating to his drunken- 
ness, idle conversation, and neglecting the prayers hftener than #; any of 
his men. Yezid was informed of all, and vowed to be revenged on him 
for his ingratitud^ 1 

Then Yezid sent Nooman^the son of Bashir, to Mfe’dinah, to quiet 
the people, and persuade them to return to their <h\\y and allegiance : 
when he came tjjerc, he represented to them, the folly of their proceed* 
ings, and the danger they exposed* themselves to by such seditious , 
practices ; assuring them that they were not a match for the forces of 
Syria. One of them asked him what motive induced him to come 
‘ upon such an errand, and make division among them after £hey were 
, agreed? SMooman told him, f Because he w\as loath theft should be ally 
blood shed between th$ two parties, ancV see these poor , creatures * 
(meaning the Ansars or inhabitants of Medinah) levied in f their streets, 
and mosques, and in the doors of their own houses/ They would ^pot 
be rulld^by him, and he left them ; but what he gave them fair warn- 
ing of, they found afterwards too true. * 

Th$ Medinians in their obstinacy having renounced all allegiance to 
Yezid, set over the Koreish, Abdollah, the son of Mothi, and over the 
Ansars, Abdallah, . the son of Harttelah, a noble person of excellent 
, endowments, very religious, and very much reverenced by all: he had 
. eight $ons went along with him on the embassy. Yezid presented him 
- yrith4o6 # osp pieces, and every one of his sons with 10,000, besides th<$ir 
vests. In the beginning of the year 6$ thpy broke out; In#* open; 
rebellion, after this manned: When they were gathered together in the 
inosque round about the ptdpit, one of ttyem said, U % aside Yerid;ja$ 

,1 lay aside .this turbant, throwing hh turbant against the gfophd/ 
Arfother said, i 1 put away Yezid as I put away this : jf 'Irfrfeh .■! 

examples worn ' followed till* there was a greaf heap of , 
turban, ts. The next step thgy took wa* to turn out Y^zid’s \ 
Othman,^and banish ail the •family of Ommiyah, together with ill 
their friends apii dependants, from Medinah. They bei^g' jdpo, / 
took refuge the son of Hakem's house, - t 

v5??nians besieged them so closely that they «cnt ‘i 

* unless they' received speedy relief thSy idust in^yitp|ly -jlYezid;;'' 
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wondered, when he heafd they were so many, that they should suffer 
themselves to be so confined without* making the least resistance, and 
asked AmrouJ^fhc stm of Said, vwJ&orft he thought the fittest person to 
be sent u'fon this, # cxoediti on, , offering it at the same time to him. 
Affirou excused himself, and told him, 1 Thai he had done him all the 
service lie could* there before, and he’was pleased tp.rehiove him from 
his government -; now since Jhe "blood of the Coreislrwas to be pouiccl 
upon the dust, he begged that somebody lyt so nearly related to them 
as lie was, might be employed in th;*t business* Upon this he sends 
for Meslem, the son of £>kfoah, who, though very ancient and infijnf, 
was willing to undertake the command of the forces, consisting of 
12,000 horse and 15000 foot Moslem told Yczid that those 1000 men 
that suffered themselves to be so distressed without fighting, did not 
deserve <*ny assistance ; that they had neither shew^i personal courage 
nor Loyalty, to*their sultan ; that they ought to be ldt alone till they had 
exerted themselves, and deserved encouragement. But Ye2id told him 
•that his life -would do him no £<fod if they were not safg. Y&id rode 
about with his sword by liis side, and an Arabian bow over his 
shoulders, viewing the troops, and giving directions to his general 
Meslem ; particularly, that he should take care of Ali, the son of 
. Hosein, # qonccrning whom he had been informed that he was not at all 
in the measu^s of the rebels, nor any of his family, wherefore he* 
*: commanded him to shew Him respect, and pjace him next hftn. That 
as lor the, town, he should Summons it three days successively, and if 
^hey did n8t surrender themselves upon the summons, after he had 
taken it should* leave it for three days entirely to the merc£ of the 

The Mediniaps ^refused to surrender, and the general made prepa- 
rations for a storm. He was advised to make his assault on the east 
side, that the Ul sieged might have the sun in their faces ; this proved 
of service to him. The Medinians made a vigorous defence; they had 
jEOade a large ditch round about the city, aim held out a considerable 
time, till in the end most of the Ansys and considerable men being 
killed ; they finding thcm»elves pressed, would have surfcnSored, but 
Meslem, from whose ^Ifands they refused peace at the beginning of the 
/siege, would not Receive them but at discretion. 

f Then entering the city witln sword in hand, he first sent for Ali and ; 
treated fyim with respect, and to quiet all his apprehensions of^fear, 
and dismiss him honourably, he callcdffor his own camel, and sent 
• him home upon it ; then they*put#ll to the sword that they met, phut- . 

. doted every thing that was valuable^ anS got a thousand of the women 
/With child. 0 Without any revei^nce & its being the Uurying-place bf 
the prophet they sacked it for three days, and those that escape^ the 
. the sword Mesjent iook under the protection of the govern- 

i. m^nt, W only on this condition, 1 That they^ should own themselves 
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slaves and vassals to Yczld ; upon* which Abcount life purchased the 
name of Musriph, which signifies xix Arabick, * extravagant, exorbitant/ 
bec&hse he had exceeded in the exertion of his orders^* This battle 
was fought when there were three nighfs left o^thg. month pulhagiah 
Moslem haying thus severely chastised* the insolence, of tlie McfSi- 
mans, marched directly with hi$ army towards Mecfcah, but died by 
the way, in the month Moharram of year 64. Upon his death, . 
Hosein took upon him the $oifimand of the army, tynd besieged Abdol- 
Jah in Meccah the space of 40 days, during which time he batterer! it 
So roughly that he beat down a great part of the temple, and burnt the 
rest ; and this city had run the? same fortune with Medinali, if the 
news of^Yezidk death’ had not recalled Hosein into t>yria, 

Abdollah heard of Yezidk decease before the Syrian army had 
received any intelligence of it, and called out to them from the. walk, 
and asked them what they fought for, for their master w&s d&id. But 
they would not believe him, but continued their liege with great 
vigour, till thef received further information. • Hosein having heard* 
that news, told Abdollah that he w$s of opinion that it would be. the, 
best way to forbear shedding any more blood, and proffered him his 
allegiance, if he would accept of the government, assuring him that, all 
^his army, wherein were the leading men of all Syria, would Jse in his « 
interest, apd that there was no fear of any oppositions but he durst , 
. not trust him. As they wfre talking togcthfcj', just where tlxe pidgeons 
that flew from the temple Of Mcccah were peeking something upon the 
ground, Hosein turned his horse aside, which Abdollah taking notice 
of, ask^d him the reason; he said he was afraid his horse should kill 
the temple pidgeons, Abdollah asked him how he co«dd scruple that, 
and at the same time kill the Muslemans ? Hosein told him that he 
would not fight against him any more, and only desired that they 
might have leave to go round the temple of Meec&h before their 
departure, which was grafted. Some say that that temple Was hot set 
on fire by the engines, but that Abdollah, hSaring in the .night a shout- 
..ifig from t fhe mountains of Me#cah, put fire upon the end pf a^pehty , 
to see If he could make any discovery ; which, being wafted whlvthe . 
wind, the sparks laid holders! bn the hanging and the^ tbbk fho ■ 
wbod-worfc Abdollah afterwards, When it was tdo-^te, ;rep:fenfel his 
refusal of Hbseih’s proffer ; and those of fee house of Ommiy^. tkat 
Were in Medinah, accompanied Hosein into Syria. . # » V 

Yfezid died in’ Hawwarin/in the territories of 
bights wpre passed of the first Rebiyah; in the 64th ye^r.of • : tho. 
Hegirah, in the 39th year of fbs dge, after he had reigned 3. yeat^^d 
6 months. * He was a man of a ruddy complexion, with^cUiled,! 

; black eyes, pitted, with the , small-pox ; he had a handsome 

yjpu* a thin tali i die left behind hkft seVeWl f 

Praxes, His Son, C*4ed ^reported been 4tfi|ed;m’ 
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aichcmj', and liisspn Abdollah to have been jhe most exact archer of 
all the Arabians in his time. His* mother's name was Mcisim, of the 
family of the Ifclabi V she was at^, excellent poetess, and had pleased 
MoawiyaIi ; s fancy to that degree with some of her verses, that he 
m<tdc her go back' uf to the desert amongst hgr own relations, and lake 
her son *Yezi(l along with her, that he might be brought up a puct 
too. This # part, of his* edutiaiion succeeded, for he* was reckoned to 
cxccll that why, though his ctiief talent consisted in making a druhken 
cafch. * . % # 

It is observed of him ^h&t he was the first (Taliph that cl tank wins 
publickly, ; and was waited upon by ctmuchs ; besides they reproach Whn 
with bringing up, fnd being fond of dogs, which the more scrupulous 
Mahometans have in abomination. 

But- thu greatest vices of this Caliph were his impiety and covetous* 
ness, which Occasioned a certain author to sayf *that to make the 
empire of the <MUslcman$ flourish, it ought to be in the hands of 
►princes either pious, suph as ware first four Caliphs, or liberal, as 
Moawiyah ; but when it Vas 'governed by a prtnee ^hal had neither 
piety nor generosity, such a one £s Yezid, all would be lost. 

, The Mahometan doctors look upon Yezid’s allowing the soldiers to 
commit such abominable outrages in the city of the prophet, and 
suffering it to £te so pr oph a ned, as a very wicked action. They do not* 
scruple to say that he did at, imagining to preserve his life and govern- 
ment $ but Goddea.lt wtffi him as a tyrant, £nd the being cut off in the 
Slower of His , agef, tvas a judgment inflicted upon him for that pre- 
sumption. They -quote this saying of Mahomet, * Whoever injurclh 
Media ah shall giclt away, even as salt mcltcth away in the T^affcr.' 

All the Persian authors never mention hinj but with abomination, 
and ordinarily add this imprecation to his name, * Laanabullah/ that 
is, ‘ The curse God be fipon him which thej^do not do upon the 
account of his vices, but because of the death of Hosein, the son of 
Aii/VUom lie attempted to destroy by poison^and whom he afterwards 
caused to be killed with all his family^) n the plains of Kerbelah. 

Utidfsr his Ctdiphale, tlje Muslcmans conquered all (phetrasan and 
Chowar&am, and put Wle estates* 01, the prince of Samarkand under con* 
tribution* The motto of his seal was, * cfod is our Lord.' 
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Et£tiTH\V OF THE C ALU' II, AND HIS I'CLJCV. 


The third CalipJI of the horns of Omm M\f {being the 
eighth from Mahomet)., 

.MOAW.IYAII II.,* 

* D »• 

* THK tfON OF YlJiD. 

* . I 

An. //<« r . d/, ccrfift Aug* 3 % A.C. 6 Sj. 

* « 

As soon as Yc/.icl was dead, his seta hlpawiyah was proclaimed Caliph 
at Damascus ; he was near 21 years of age, a religious young man, 
and of a very weak constitution ; lie was of the sect of the ALcHdani 
(who are a branch the Mota/cli, and differ in their opinionsdrom the 
orthodox Muslcman*?, in that they deny God's decree, arfd assert bee- 
will j affirming that the contrary opinion makes God the author of 
evil), and bis favour itc t master was Olnar Ahpeksous. Wimhecon-* 
suited to know whether he ought to accept the Caliphate 01 not. II is 
master told him that if lie found lum self able to administer justice 
exactly to the Muslemans, aud to acquit himself of all the duties of 
tliat dignity, that he ought to accept it ; otherwise that he ought not to 
‘charge himself with it. f 

This Caliph had scarce feigned the space*. }f six weeks, but he found 
himself too weak to sustain the weight of the ’government, and took a 
resolution to jay it down. To this end he called a cduncil df the great-* 
est men of the couit, aud told them * That when he fust eutertained 
the thougkt of abdicating himself, he designed to follow the example of 
Abubeker, and nominat&a successor as that first Cak'phhad done liis; 
but that he had not found, as he laid done, men like Omar upon whom 
to settle his choice.'* Then ho told them, That he had also a design 
of imitating Omar, and naming six persons upon one of which the 
choice should fall by lot? ‘but that he had not found so many aifiong 
them capable oi it, and therefor# could not determine himself to fix 
upon that'mftuber/ * « 

* 1 am therefore resolved/ pddqd he, * to lcav^thc choice entirely {0 
your disposal f upon which the principal statesmeh having told him, 
‘That they had nothing to do but to cluucf that pa son amongst ilujn 
that Jie should please, and that all the rest wouhh>bey him.* Moawiyah 
answered them in these terms ; ‘As I have not*hhheito enjSycd the 
advantages of the Caliphate, it*is not, reasonable that 1 should chaise 
my self with the most odious phrt that belongs to it ; therefore I hope ’ 
that you will not take it amiss if 1 chjcharge my conscience towards 
you, $ml that you judge for yourselves M10 is most capable ariiongst * 
you to fill the place/ * * 

As soon as Moawiyah had made his abdication in so good form, they 
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proceeded .to the election of a Qlaiipji, and the choice fell upon Mer- 
wan the son. of Hakepi, who was the fourth of the Caliphs of Syria; 
Abdollah (< tha\&n of Zobeirhavfhg been declared Caliph in Arabia, 
Irak, Chorjasan, AS-gypt* and a great part of Syria. 

Moa^yah had no sooner renounced the Chliphate byt he shut him- 
self up in a cha&ber, from whence h^ never stirred 4 ill he died, some 
say of the plague, others by Edison, not long after his abdication 3* and 
thpy say that the f|mily of Ommiyah w‘as*very much irritated at his 
proceeding, that they made their resentment break out upon the person 
of Omar Almeksous, wlforft they buried alive, because they supposed 
that he had advised Moawiyah to eftpose himself. This. Caliph was 
nicknamed Abul&lah, that is to say, the Father of the night ‘because 
qf his natural weakness and want of health, which hindered him from 
appearing much abroad in the day time. The inscription of his seal 
was, ‘the World is-a Cheat/ 

We must now look backwards a little towards the eastern parts of 
*the empire.* As soon Obeidolkrh heard of *Yezid’s* death, he ac- 
quainted the Basorians with it in^i set speech, whereilh he represented, 

4 the. near relation that lie had to them, that the place of his nativity 

* was amongst them, that, as appeared by the books, he had since his 

• 4 government over them destroyed 140,000 of their enemies ; that there* 

* was no perse* left of any consideration whom they need tq fear, but 
4 tvhat was already in their* prisons ; that thoy were every way the most 

* considerable nation in the empire, both with regard to their courage, 

‘ number and extent of country ; that they were very well able to sub*- 

* sistindependentdnany help, but that the rest of their provinces i^crc not 

* able to subsxsPwithQUt them ; that there was a faction in Syria, and 
4 till that was appffased, he thought it advisable for them to chuse a 
4 person duly qualified to be the protector of their ^fate ; that after that 

* was done, if tlfe Musiemans agreed upon a successor that they ap- 

* proved, it would be well ; if otherwise they might continue as they 
; 4 were, till they did/ The Basorians approved of his proposal, and told 

that they knew no person so wcll^ualificd for such a jrujt as him- 
self; he refused it several Ames, affectedly as may be supposed by his 
Speech, but accepted if at last, overcome by their importunity ; so they 

* g&ye hidi their hands to be subject to him fill all things wero settled, 
anidl the' Muslemans were agrdbd upon an Imam or Caliph. This done 
lie 'fent’i messenger to the Cufians, to persuade them to follow the 
example of the Basemans ; the Cufians received the message with in** 
donation, and were so far from complying with it, that they dung dust ' 
.^poii thpir' governor: Though the Cufians did not follow the example, 

Basorians, yet the Basorjpns followed theirs 5 for perceiving the ;/ 
i 'j^puke be met with at Cufah, they revoked their subjection to feibvy. 

. %dthe 'factiou- ran so high* that finding Basornh too warm for htm, h& 
best o(Maway into Sy^a. - • T* *. 
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There was at that time 1 in the treasury of Btfsomh sixteen millions of 
moy§|r ? part of which lie divided among his gelations ; the remainder he 
carried along with him. He would have persuaded the ^ajari, which 
are a tribe of the Arabian Ansars, to hive- fought far ,hW but they 
refused it, as did also all his own relations j for he had rendered him- 
self so obnoxiously his cruelty, that he was d leaded and abhbtred by 
all, beloved by none. His brother Abdo^ah told the Bas^rians^that 
since they bad promised their Subjection, he and hk brother Obeidollah 
would not fly away from them, but stay and be', .killed, and leave it & a 
reproach upon them till the clay of judgment ‘Obeidollah lay con- 
cealed in woman’s deaths in Mcsoud’s house, who advised him to 
scatter money liberally among the people, and obfige them to renew 
their oath. Abdollah his brother tryed his utmost with 200,000 pieces, 
and Mesoud stirrod for him as much as he was able, till at last he was 
killed in the tumult, though upon an old grudge. Obeidollah was at 
last constrained to fly, and as soon as he- was gone, tllfey plundered his 
effects, and pursued him. He had •iooh’q.en with him, that were left him* 
by Mesoud. In the night-time he grew weary of riding upon his camel 
and exchanged it for an ass. One of his friends observing him riding 
in that manner with his feet dangling down to the ground, began to 
^ reflect upon the uncertainty of human affairs, and say to himself : ‘This 
man was yesterday governor of Irak, and is now forc<$ to make his* 
escape upon an ass * 7 Then riding up to hi hi (for 'he had been silent a < 
long time) he asked him if he was asleep ; lie said, ‘ No, he was talking 
to himself f the other told him, * He knew what it Was thdt he talked 
to himself, and that was I wish I had not killed Hoscin/ Olicidollhli 
told him* He was mistaken; for he chose rather to kith Hosem, than to 
be killed by liim ; 7 then ‘having first mentioned some part of his sub- 
stance? and how he fc intended tp, dispose of it, he said, ‘What he was 
sorry for ? and what he was speaking to himself was, tftfcit he Wished he 
had fought the Jiosorians at the beginning of their revolt, and struck 
, their heads off for their perjury ; but if he had attempted it he might • 

' haye lost hi^ own, for die Carries, who were his mortal etieipies, were ‘ 

f pt to a great head, and resolved cither ty kill him* or tp driy^’him , 
oth BasoraV * ’ ** • ,l * ' 

: * ' Wedoave him therefore riding upon an aSs, and- Talking ;f;o hiteeif,./ ! 
and return to Hoscin, who was come ki£k much aboiif ibis .twniffijmj. 
thesiege. of Meccah to Damascus. ‘ He gave qp account in ^hat wsr. : \ 
ture he had left matters on ttyxt side of the country, and 
proffered his allegiance, to Abdollah,, whp had refused to accep^'^^v'!' 
least to come into Syria 1 he ft>ld*Merwan, and the rest Of the. ; v 
, Omtniyahf thfit they would do ‘yell t$ look about them in 
affairs 'being at this’ time in 'a confused perplexed copdl^tf T 
^ ^‘PUght to settle the government, before faction which 
VblM, 'should overwhelm th^tn \ Merwah was for 'C; 
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but Obeidollah told him that it .was, a shame ‘for a person of his distinc- 
tion, who was the head of the noble family of the Coreish, to think of 
aqy thing socman.' Hie peopl^of Damascus had constituted Dehac, 
the son of Kais, thgir yrotectos, till the Muslemans should be agreed 
ujSon aij Imam. Deliac favoured Abdollati, and Iigsan the son of 
Malec was in that part of Palestine that lay near Jordan, and was of 
tHc party of the house of Q/hfhiyah. The Basorians ’were altogether 
in tumult and concision, and could not agsec about a governor ; during 
the interregnum, they set up first otJe, and then another, till at last they 
wrote to Ab<Jo!lah, to tafee*the government upon him. 

• * 

1 1 1 

The 'Ninth Campii, from Maiiomet ; (he mas not of the 
• hmse of Ommiyaii ), , 

AB’DOLLA II , 

• * , * * ■ * 

The So^ of Zobeir. 

' V An: fleg. 64 , cerpit Aug, 2 Q, A,C. 6 Sj. 

. TjfEEEjicmg two , Caliphs at the same time will of necessity occasion, 
the, repetition off a few circumstances, which will give no office to an 
ingenious reader. Though °AbdoIlah was proclaimed before in the , days 
of Yezid,yct this is the place that our Arabian authors assign him in 
histones, because he seemed now to be fully settled and estab- 
lished, all the territories of the Muslemans being entirely tinder his 
command, Syria only excepted ; but whenever we speak of The entire 
subjection of t hs Mahometan countries, we mast not.be. understood of 
the hereticles and scljisinaticks, the Carcgites and. Motazoli, for they, 
as we have observed already, would never be subject to any ; but upon 
the least prospect of a favourable opportunity^ used their utmost efforts 
to brea^ from off their necks the yoke of all government whatsoever. 
‘•/'As soon as Yerid was dead, the people of Meccah gtopd up for 
ihfc s8n of Zobfcir ; Merwan the son of Hakcm (who was 
'‘.Qf'^ ( SouS€ of On^rdyah) was then at Mcdinah, and was preparing 
hitmeif tO go to Abdoliah, and acknowledge him ; for all took it for 
gpOjted that interest was so* powerful, that it would be to no purpose 
, ;tp him j when on a sudden there was a report spread^ that 

Abdolah h&d sent word to his deputy id Medinah, to leave, never a , 
Vjm&»V<dive there of the *houso of Ommiyaii : instead of which, if ho 
■Afjad gone along with Hosein, a*s he ftouTd have persuaded him, or h ad 
:;4^,c^Ssed,Mmivan and the ly*isc of Ommiyah : he had. beiga’dm- ■; 
:;';inhyeably fotedin the government. * But there is no reversing ' 
decreed/. Wkeii they proclaimed him - at 'Meccah, Q1$Bck' ' 
fjjj jt ffr Jjkft Basojab*from whent$ he fifed Mto, Syria, as we hayh'.&een' . 
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before ; the Basbrians, Iranians, Hejapans, Yemaniansand ^Egyptians, 
iH came into Abdollah, besides he ‘had a strong private parity even in 
Syria itself,, and in Kinnisrin and Hen^s ; in short they yfiee very near 
corning in universally, but he wanted so pie qualifications necessary for 
such a juncture £ he was brave and -courageous chough, and cxem- 
plarily religious, bu* he wanted bqth capacity and generosity. 1 , 

- • • «S C • ( + 

- * — r — •*- 

The fourth CALIPHw?/ the house of OMMIYAH / (Being the 
tenth from .MAIIOivftvfy). 

MERWAN, 

«. Txje Son of IIakem, 

An. I leg. 94. ca'pit Aug . 29, A.C 6Sj 

Upon thfs mnwur of Abdollali’s th«s shv t crely threatning the house of * 
Ominiyah, McnvKn made haste into f Syria, where liis friends came 
about him, and resolved to stand upon their own defence, proclaimed 
him Caliph ; so that Syria was divided into two factions ; H assart and 
$10 Yemanians in Syria stood for Merwan, and Dehac the son of Kais 
for Abdoltyh : this Dehac was a man of great note ; h<j s had Wen at 
the first siege of Damascus and in the 54th ^ear Moawiyah made him 
his deputy over Cufah ; and because the general's father’s name was 
Kais, the party that followed him were called the* Kaisiffns : there 4 
were a f , great many parleys between them, which it would be ido 
tedious fo*relate ; at last they brought it to a decisive battle in; the 
- plains or meadows of Damascus ; the issue was, that the K&isiuns 
were most shamefully beaten, and Dehac himself killed, and there was 
a great slaughter amongst the horse. When the Kaisinns were routed, 
Merwan sounded a retreat, and would not suffer his men to pursue. 
There were killed with l 5 ehac no less than Bo of the nobles of Syria. 
When Dqhac’s head was brought to Merwan, he expressed some coat , 
cern and saict, * That I who am an old man* whose banes are wasted, 
and ami, next to nothing, should bring armies together, to breakfone 
another to pieces !* ' 1 

; Be then went into Damascus, aaid tooJctip Jus lodging at the hoi^e 
wbe^e Moawiyah used to reside j and there he iparried Yezid^ wido*v* 
because- it was agreed that Merwan,, should not transfer th^ govenv V ' 
ment to his own posterity, but leave jt to,Yezid’s son C&kd, vtb$; is&s ■ , 
then a minor, and of whom th£ people had some expectation : l .Whbij 4 ^., , ,- : , 
fore Ms friends thought it most secure,, for him to marry CaledVm6ih^r ; 

take upon him the guardianship ofMie child, than tSvrf 
,;,bC standing' upon the sole foundation of his tnyp int'eferti v }* ; ^V f 

JWheit the news, of tfec' 'defeat of -the i^isians - 
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Deluc came to Eihessa,* which was pndcr the command of Nodmnn 
the son of Bashir, he fled away with his wife and family ; and thef 
Emessians pursued him, cut off Sis head, and brought it together with 
h i£ wife and family at o f.messa.* 

Merwsm after this marched towards and sjpnt before him 

Amrou the son of Sacd, who^going into .(Egypt turned out Abdollah’s 
lieutenant,* and brought thl Egyptians to own, Merwan fpr .their 
sovereign ; a$ he v$as upon his return towards Damascus, news was 
brought him that Abdollah had senttiis brother Mus'ab, against him 
with an army ; whcrefotfc He turned back and touted Mus’ab before* he 
entered into Damascus. 

Thys year the plople of Chora san chose Salem the son df Ziyad, 
who was their governour before, for their protector, till the Muslemans 
should b§ agreed in the choice of an Imam ; he cqptinued in that post 
about two months : the people of the country never had any governour 
that they loved* so v. ell ; they jrespected him to that degree^ that in 
' those few ydars that he •governed them, there were more than 20,000 
children named Salem purely out, of love to his name? 

This year the sect of Ali began to stir in Cufah, in order to rendez- 
vous in Nochailah in the next year following, that they might march 
into Syria to revenge the death of Hosein, and sent circular letters to, 
their friends round about the country concerning it : the occasion was 
this ; when tj*e Cufians arfbr Hosein was killed came to reflect coolly 
^uport that flatter, 4 their consciences accused them of not having dealt 
Mjith him so generously as they were obliged both in honour and duty, 
and they thought there could be no atonement made for such^ crime 
but the taking ap arms to revenge his death : They therefore applied 
themselves to fivtf leading men of the sect, Stflyman the son of Sorad 
who was one of the companions ; and Mosabbib jLhe son of Nahbah, 
one of the choicest friends of Ali : Abdollah the son of Said ; Abdollah 
the, jon Of Wali ; and Rephaah the son of Shadad., These all met 
together in Solyman’s house, besides a great many others of the chief 
men of the sect, to whom Mosabbib made a speech wherein ,he aggra- 
vated the heinousness of » their neglect ‘in having deserted Hosein 
'* after SO solemn 3p«fhvitation, and having received so many letters 
^ ‘ and messages from him ; that they had neither assisted him with 

* iheir hands, nor spoke forlmn with their tongues, nor supported hint 

* upth tl^ir money, nor looked out for any assistance for him* What 
excuse must; they" have when they shoyftl come to appear before God, 

y dr how should they be able*to look his prophet in the face, when, 

* by' their means his son was killed, Uncf his beloved and his offspring, ,, 
^ ^nd Ms posterity cut off! Th^t there was no way to ateiyg for 

b^' revenging his death upon his murderers, which was 
matter provided they* chase a proper general, one that the pedpie 
hi witting to fight* under.* Thte waj 'seconded 
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who added * 1 that as to a general, \xi§ opinion was,' that they should 
choose the chief of the sect, a person reverenced by all for his years, 
dignity, piety and experience, Solymnn the son of JW,' .Solyman 
having first made a speech suitable to the ^ cession,, accepted tjye 
command; and when some other persons arose and made speeches to 
urge on the matter {for there werq above 100 of the chi&f men amongst 
them) l>e told them, that there was cnofc§Jfr said already, and the next 
step they ought to take shovld' beto put what each them designed^to 
contribute-, into the hands of Abdallah the son of Wali, to bi* dis- 
tributed among the poorest of the sect. The contents of SolymanV 
circular letter were as followcth i- 1 ■ 

c - < 

4 In the name of the most merciful God* 

4 From Solymaty the son of Sorad, to Sued the son of Hddaiphah, 

4 and whosoever is \Vith him of the Muslemans ; peace be' to ybu. The 
4 present world is a mansion upon which everything that is good tumeth 
4 its bactf, and $o which every thin g<thai i,s bad draweth- near (or tumeth ' 
4 its face), and tetateth persons of uprightness ill. The chosen servants 
4 of God have resolved to leave it, and to sell tlie little of the present 
4 world that remaineth not, for the great reward that is with God and 
J shall never fail. The friends of God, your brethren of the sept of the 
4 family of your prophet, have considered with themselves the trial 
4 they have undergone ii\ the business of %\e son of* the daughter of 
4 your prophet, who was called and answered, and called and was not 
4 answered, and would , have returned but was detained, and asked % # 

4 security but was hindered ; and he let the people alone, but they 
4 would not let him alone, but dealt injuriously by hinvnnd killed him, 

4 and then spoiled him and stripped him wickedly;* drspightfolly and 
4 foolishly. Nor did they act as in the sight of God, neither had they 
4 recourse to God, And "they that have' done evil sflall know what 
4 shall be the end of their actions.” Now, what your brethren have, 
4 seriously considered concerning the events of what they, were, engaged, 
fin before is this. They- see the(- have sinned in deceiving tijA 
4 cont, the g*OQ d; and in the delivering him up, atkfthe omitting: the 
4 iiealihg and helping him. 0 A great sin! fromVfyich there i$ ho Way 
4 left for them W escape,, nor arty repentance without, trilling those that 
* hiked dr baling -killed "themselves a&d resigning their spirit^ ^ 

4 thi^ account Now, therefore, your brethren are, bestirring themselves.; 
4 in earnest, and your enemy ^therefore do you gfcffr together 
‘assistance you arC able, and we have fixed a certain time for pur 
4 brethren to. meet us at a plac6 appointed. The time is the 
4 pf fee -month of the latter Rebiyah,,uy the 65th yesi-r* apd 
& whtfe -they shall meet its . is If ochailafi j O ye Whb never fat 

'X*$ our sect hud brethren 1 And wc deterftriped^ this ' 

^.'ftuWjaew "whicli ftod vvould have yotar Iwreduieii . 
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. ‘say, and they show to \i$ that tjhey repent, and that yon arts persons 
‘ duly Qualified for the search of excellency, and the laying hold of the 

* toward and^pentance toward s^your Lord from your sin, though it be 
i the cutting off ypjy ngcks, and the killing your children, and the cOn- 
‘ sUmptijn of your wealth, 1 and the;, destruction of your tribes and 
‘ families. . . “ H<? (God) hath not hujt the courageous* religious men 
4 that werCjiUlcd, but they afe*now alive with their, Lord, sustained as 
1 martyrs, they mc^ their Lord enduring (aphelion) patiently ; they are 
1 made account of, and God hath givtn them tins reward of good men.” 

1 If it please pod, persevere patiently in tribulation and affliction, jyid 
i the day of battle (God have mercy*' upon you); for it i§ not fit that 
6 any of your brethren should persevere in any affliction in seeking his 
i repentance, but you are worthy and fit to seek the like reward by the 

* same means j neither is it fit that any one should f^ck the favour of 

* God by hny means, though it were death itself, but you should seek it 

* by the same md&ns. a For the best voyage provision is the fear of 
i God in this*world, and' everything* besides sha,U periah and vanish 
1 away,” Wherefore lot your souls be assured of lhis,°and your desire 
,* be fixed upon the mansion of your safety, and the engaging in the 
e holy war against the enemy of God and your enemy, and the enemy 

/ of the family of the daughter of your prophet, till you come before , 

* God with repentance and desires* God preserve both us apd you to 
4 the happy life, and remoy8 both us and yon from hell, and grant it 
i may be our reward to dye by the hands of that part of mankind that 

the mos? odious of all to him, and are his most vehement enemies. 

* He is the most powerful over what* lie pleases, and disposeth,of his 

* friends according to his will. Farewell to you/ • 

Sued read tbejefter to all the people, who rcudiiy gave. Qieir assent, 
and dispatched a very encouraging answer to Solyinan and his friends* 
The truth of thc%iatter is, that the sect of Ali had been contriving this 
affair fropithe time of HoseiiVs death till the death of Ycrid the son 
of JVf oawiyah, aad had sent privately to one another, and laid up ma- 
garjnes, and strengthened their party, *> } 

Six months aftdV Yerid 7 s 4eath, in the midst of the montli Ramadan, 
Atmbchfchr cU'tne to §tffth, and along with <him came Ibrahim, the son 
of Mahomet the spn of Telha, to take care of the tribute of Cufhh on , 
Upside of Abdolkth the son o£ Zobcir: the sect of (Afi) readily joined^ ■ 
tliei^sqlv^j to this captain Almochtar, who made use of the authority' 
of Mohammed, the *on of Ilaniphiyah, /tfho was Al/s son, and th©"' 
; hopesof the party, he Wd them lie was come to them as a counscjlot . 

. amj a trusty assistant from the son of*Alh*anifiyah, which circumstance i 
their confidence in his known abilities, endeared hfcn totheiU;’\ ■ 
' 'ciicecdthgly. ' He made it his business to disparage Solyman, die 
' foC’SbriA* as a person byyio' means qualified for the’ trust he' h#4 fiifr; ' ; 

on£ that would most certainly tfestroy bptK'ihtoiv^'' 
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himself, having no manner of experience in warlike affairs. Abdollah, 
the son- of Yezid, was then governor of Cufah, and having received in- 
formation that' the sect had a design tB seize the city, ( hfe/called a con- 
gregation 4 and told them that tlicsic people pr^ten/led indeed to seek 
6 revenge for Hoseit/s deafo, but, he could' not easily be induced to 
‘ believe that that Stas the bottorrv of their intention ; (hat for his own 

* parr thr: a y had ho reason to fight against Uiim who, w*as no manner of 

* nay concerned in the matter, but had been a suftqrer upon that ac- 
count, that if they wcftld in go dU earnest follow those up close wfio 

* wtfre guilty of the death of Hosein, he should be willing to assist 

* them.* f Then turning tQ the people he said, ‘ In short it was the son 
1 of Zijrad that killed Hosein, and that killed the nibst valuable men 

* amongst you ; and the best thing you can do is to make preparation 
1 of war against him who is the greatest enemy you have in the whole 
i creation, rather than exercise your force upon one another, hnd shed 
4 each others blood/ Ibrahim the collector rose up and bad the people 
not be deceived with kis smooth Speeches, and declared, ^that if any 
of them rose up in arms they should, be puL to death both father and 
son without distinction. As he was proceeding, Mosabbib cut him off 
short, and asked him, 4 Whether he pretended to threaten or terrifie 
•them? That it was more than lay in his power; we havc/^says he, 

* already killed your father and grandfather, and we hope, before you 
go out of this country, yoa shall be the tfurd/ Ibrahim threatened 
him with death, when Abdollah the son of Wali stood up, and asked 
Ibrahim ‘What business he had to intermeddle betwceif them and* 
their gayernor, telling him that lie had no manner of authority over 
them, butlie might get him about his business, and lo#4c after his tax/ 
The sect were wonderfully pleased with Abdollah ‘the son of Yezid’s 
speech/ and the people very much offended at Ibrahim’s behaviour ; 
there were high, words on both sides till Abdollah tLe*governor came 
down; he, being informed that Ibrahim had threatened to,writc to 
Abdollah the son of Zobeir, and acquaint him with th e contents ot his 
smooth speech to the Cuffans, 'made haste to pay him a visit,, and 

' swore that he meant nothing by it but only*to appcasB the people, and 
keep the peace to prevent th-dr doing any further' piischief, with which 
excuse Ibrahim was very well satisfied. And now $olyman and his 
party pulled off the mask, and appearcckbarefaccd openly in arms. a 
Ac this time the separatists, who had before joined Abdollah the son 
of Zobeir, and assisted him whilst he was besieged^n Meccali, deserted 
him. The case was thus : Obeidollah, when governor at Basorah, had 
been always their implacable endny, a'nd exerted his utmost to exfk- 
v fiale the whole generation of them root and branch from off ftp face 
,pf the e^rft ; distressed by his unmerciful persecution they tobk the 
opportunity, when Abdollah, the son of Zobeir, first m&dta fei'fippeaiv' 
at Meccah, of applyihg* themselves tp him ; 



OCKtBlPS HISTORY OP THU SARACUM MMPIJtM* * Aot 

stood with him, was no’.Less glad pf their assistance than they \yere of 
his protection, and embraced them ‘without any scrutiny about prin- 
ciples, or asj^ng any' questions dor conscience sake. They afterwards 
began to ’’say to ong another, tl^at they had committed an error in en- 
g^ing themselves In if man's interest whosifr principles were dubious ; 
and resolved, before they advance^ one step further* to bring him to 
the test, JThey had ndt foremen how both lie and his father £obcir 
had persecuted upon account of ©tlpnan's death, and they were 
resolved tb make use of it as a proctf of his being in their interest, or 
the contrary ; They cagie*to him accordingly in a body, and told birfl, 

* That hitherto they had assisted htm without any previous examina- 
tion of his principles ; now, for satisfaction, they desired to kftow what 
he thought of Othman ? fie understood them very well, but seeing 
fiut few <ff his friends about him, he told them tha^they were come at 
an unseiffiionsfble time, when he had rather be at rest ; if they would 
defer it a little, Sind return’in the evening, they should have a satisfac- 
• tory answer* In the meantinqe^ie gathers together a sufficient number 
of guards, and places them ’in double ranks round %bbut his house. 
At last they came, and perceiving how matters stood, and what pre- 
paration Abdollah had made for their reception, did not think fit to 
. come to blows ; but one of them, a man of a voluble tongue, eminent, 
for his cloquejye, made a speech, wherein he briefly recapitulated the 
■ most considerable dispensations of providence towards them, and the 
several successions of their Caliphs since Mahomet, concluding with 
» %ard reflections u$on Othman's administration, his partiality in favour 
oT his relations, and in a word justified his being murdered, ^jxlollah 
told him, i That#as to what he had said concerning the prophet (v\ hich 
was very great)* he was not only what he had«aid, but above it ; and 
- what he bad said ^f Abubeker and Omar was just enough ; but as for 
Othman, he hath more reasort tb know him than any man alive ; that 
was sure he was murdered wrongfully, and that he never wrote that 
letter whereof had been accused ; and tllht for his own part, he 
should be a friend of Oth man’s both in this world and tha^ to come, 
and a friend of Ms friends* and an enemy of his enemies/ To this 
they answered, ‘ GocMs clear of thee, thpu enemy of God V Which 
he echoed back .again, * God is clear of you, ye enemies of God ? 
Upon this they parted ; but*at for Abdollah, he could the more easily 
part with them, Some t of them went to Yemamah,the rest to Basc^ah ; 
those that went to . BaSorah began to say* among themselves, { Would 
f to God some of our people would go out in the way of God, for t|fere 
/ ^hath beei&l negligence on our side sificc # our companions went out,an$. 
“t our teachers stood up in the esyrth and were the lights of manku|4 ; 
t iini exhorted them to religion * and sober and couragious men > „-we'dt: i ‘ 
fputahd; 13 !^ L0rd*ahd became martyrs maintained 

Thus they encouraged one another # mutually fill they , Saa 
. 1 ■ '• 36 ■ **' 
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gathered together a body of about 300, just -about the tiipC that the 
Basorians rnade an insurrection against Obeicjollab, and taking the 
advantage of the hurry of the people 1 they broke ope/i a?i«the jails ; but 
whenObeidoliah was gone into Syria, and all fjjie disturbance was over, 
they were soon routed am? driven away from Basorah, _ „ 

So many things being transacted in several parts of the empire 
mudi about the same time, 1 it r was necessnry to dispatch .these first, to 
clear the way for Moktav, that great and terrible scourge of the’ 
gnomics Of All’s family and because he makes so considerable a figure 
in This part of our history, it will be necesshry to be a Iitflei more parti- 
cular ix\ the account of his affairs. The sect of Ali had entertained no 
very favourable opr don of him ever since the time bf Hasan, in whose 
service he was reckoned to be too remiss ; but he recovered his esteem 
with them when Moscin sent Muslim to Cufah to take the Suffrages of 
the Cubans, for he not only entertained him in his house, but made 
use 'of all his interest privately to serve him ; still making his appear- 
ance in publidk against Obeidollah’s men, to, prevent suspicion, Going 
one morning to wait upon Obeidollph, Obcidollah asked him whether 
he was come with his men to serve Muslim? Moktar said that he was 
not, but had been under the banner of Amrou, the son of Horith, and 
► staid with him all night, which Amrou confirmed ; but this, npt satisfy* 
ing Obeidollah, who had good intelligence of. his $ec*et' practices, he 
struck him over the face *vilh his stick, anch dashed one of his eyes ali ' 
to pieces,, and sent him immediately to prison, where he was detained 
till after Hosein’s death ; at which time, finding means to make proper * 
application to Ycrid, the Caliph, he was set at liberty by his- express 
command. : Obcidollah knew that it was his interest not to let him 
go, but was forced to 'obey the Caliph, and told' Ahnochtar that he 
allowed him threeodays, after which if he took him he was under ho 
obligation. c 

- Moktar, made the bpst of his way to that part of Arabia called 
Hcjaz (which is generally taken by our geog^aphe)j| ; to be Arabia 
Petrseajmnd meeting with a friend, who asked him what his; eye ailed, 
he answered, " The son of a whore made hr so 5 , but God kill mejf -Xdp 
not qut him all to pieces*' His friend wondered .what hemeaht, |here 
being no, probability of its ever being,, in his power, and; Mortar 
enquired, of him concerning Abdollhh, the son of £obein : Me 
answered him, "That he had made Meccah tha place of his v refuge / to 
which Mpchtar answered, 9 1 do not believe that he can make hhy 
thing of it, but when you seg it come to pass, when you see Mppht&r , 
up at the head of his men tq rbvengc the death of Hosem, by 
ij* WW 9 *l will MU; upon the accouci] of his murder, as mmfM wejre , 
:|R^bd.dpbh ’the siccp'uhtof the Wood of John,; 

Sagoa whoxnbe peace.' - ; • " ’ * , ' ' ; V y* '■* £'?"} : , *. 

j^Fpr the clearing of ^hieb pjjssagd if toust 
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Mahometans entertain *a profound •veneration for the tnemory of St 
John the P&jjtist, upon the account of the honourable mention made 
of him in the* third chapter orthe Alcoran , in these words, 'Then 
prayed Zachariah im li#s Lprd^nd said, iny # Iord, give me from thee a 
good piwgeny, fpt thou art the bearer of ‘prayers. # And the angels 
called to him as; he stood prating in* the oratory, God sends thee the 
good news? of John, who slual confirm tfec truth of* the word from* God, 
mid shall be a grdat person, ch.ast, a project, and one of the just, or 
rather, and one of the just # prophets? # # • 

Which Herein Wa£s*paraphrases 4 in these words: 'John the Bap- 

* tist, your son, shall publish and give authority to the 'faith iii ilie 
' Mcssias Jesus, the son of Mary, who is the word of God, or the word 
‘•proceeding from God ; for he shall be the first who shall believe in 
‘ him. Jfe s]ia31 become chief and high priest bj^his knowledge, by 

* the austerity o{ his life, and by the sweetness of his behaviour, which 

* are three qualities requisite to#nakc a person an Imam or high priest 

* of the law of God. Be fcJbhll abstain from Raving any thing to do 
' with women, and from all the pleasures of sense, and, ift short, he 
' shall be a prophet descended from good men such as his father 

* Zachariah, and his grandfather Saleh had been before him, teaching 

* men the ways of justice and salvation.’ • 

They have ^tradition of # St. John tlie Baptist having beeif beheaded 
by the, command of a king of Judaea, the bibod which flowed from his 
Jiody coulcUnot ba stanched till it was avenged by a very great deso- 
lation which God upon the people of the Jews ; and this is what 
was meant by Alniochtar. m • 

When they parted, Ahnochtar went to Meccyh just at that time when 
Abdolkih begaif to set up himself for the Caliphate, and told Jym that 
all things about^Cufah, were in the utmost confusion; then, whispering 
him, ho said that he was come to proffer him his allegiance, if he 
would make Mm 1 easy. I do not find what* answer he received, ndir 
whether or ntWe received any at all. From that time he was seen no 
more at Meccah.till about a twelve-month after, when, aft Abbas,, the 
son of Sahel, and Ab^ollan happened to be talking concerning him he . 
appealed ; pn one side of the temple. Abbas followed him, to find put 
Wl^cb W# he stood inclined, ^and asked him if % ho had been all that ; 
while in Thayef (for he had seen him there himself) he told hiifiiiifltS 
Thflfcyef «nd ih otljef pierces, but seemed to make a secret of his 
business. Abbas told him that he waS very private, according, tp the 
custom of the CufianV; that aU tire jiobie families of the Arabians had; 

some great man or other to offer their allegiance to At)4dll^ uiad, 

' thktit wouW be very strange IFhe should be singular and r^sc^, 
i^lmpchtar answered, 'That he came about it the y0ar'b^iij/‘|S|V : 
t^lnpg no jssrtisfactor/ angwe^. it looked as if Abdollab 
, Mott for his service j and since he found hintself slighted, he ppttght 
»’• • ,l * ' * - — a' 1 
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AbdoUah had itiorc^occaeion Tor ’him than litf had for Abdollah.'* At 
last Abbas prevailed upon him so'far that lie said he woylcl .do it after 
he had said the last evening prayetfe They apppmtedqo meet at the 
stoncyand Abbas in the mean time rejoiced the. heart of Abdallah with 
the news. When they w$re admitted into Alf’dolfah’s house, Almdbh- 
tar tpld him that Jic expected if he gave him his allegiance to have 
access to him upon all occasions before* any other person, ^nd that he 
should make use of* him u\h\% most weighty affair^ - Abdallah would 
have had, him been grntent witfi being governed, ‘according to *thc 
bopkdf God and the tradition.* Almoehtar answered, ‘That that was 
no more privilege than what the farthest man alive enjoyed, and that 
lie wojukl never come in upon any other terms tliait what he had pro- 
posed,* AbdollalTs affairs bqing as yet in an unsettled condition, it 
was thought mosLadvisable to indulge him in his humour ; %o he con- 
tinued with Abdollah during the siege of Mcccah^andTought bravely 
in the defence of it ; till, as we have related before, fipon the news of 
Ye/. id’s Seath^the siege was raised, artd rj tho army returned into Syria, * 
Almoehtar continued with Abdallah live months, and some days 
after tha- death of Yezid, but perceiving that Abdollah was still shy of 
him, and did not employ him in any considerable post, nor make any 
t great use of him in his counsels, he always was very diligent in en- # 

* quinng after the condition of the Cubans, and Ali’^ fnenus on that 
side of tlie country ; at l^st one informed <him that there ■tfa’S only a ' 
party supported by some provincial ists that were in the interest of 
Abdollah ; and as for the friends of Ali's family, tllOy' wafted nothufg* 
bbt a man of their own opinion to head them in order to consume the 
whole 'eatfth* Almoehtar swore that he was their 411411, and that by 
their assistance he would beat down 4 all haughty tyrants, 1 The other 
told him, .that for his further satisfaction, that he might not be 
deceived, they had 4 gone so far already its to set one 4 over them, but a 
person of small experience. Almoehtar said he did not intend to call 
them to sedition, but t& the right way, and to the dpreb, and forth- 
with set forth for Cufah. All t|ie way lie went, he maefi it his business 
id pay his fespects to the congregations ef the ' several mo$qne^ : and 

' say, Ms prayers among thgm, and harangue them,, assuring tlijemof 
/Recess and victory, and a speedy deliverance from all their grievances.. ’ 
When he came to Qifah lie called the C sect together, and - to}d >t^cm . 

, th%t he was come c from the mine of excellency^ the Imam that 41 /ects 
‘The right way*, who commanded medicines to be applied, and! the 1 
‘veil to be removed, and the' perfect ipn of gracious works, and The 

* ‘ kiting of their enemies. Ill* then represented to thgm .the incajjf&fty, 

, */$ .Solyman for such an Undertaking, as being altc^eth^'jtdexr • 
.^'p^’i’enced in war, and, one that wSuld only destroy bath/lfetri' a$d \ 
himself This he inculcated so frequently jthat h e 1 'persua 34 ll ’ a' gf eajt . 
of the sect into his interest, who b«ga n ey<hTiW to. fe|v 0 % him ' 
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, more and more in . their donjmorf discourse, and magnify his merit, and 
promise themselves great things Join him. But notwithstanding all this, 
Stilymai/sJnfcVesfc was still superior to any amongst the sect, as being 
tln^most ancient, alftl of the greatest authority. He was resolved to go 
forward# according to his appointment, with whajt forces he had, 
expecting to be joined by ^ggreat hrmy of the sect at Nochailah. 
AhnOehtar*st'ajtl behind, watting for an Account of* Soly man's Success, 
no* doubting irf th4 least, but* that if he should miscarry the sole com- 
mand of the sect would f^Jl inevitably into his hands, II*e was sus- 
pected of hating n secret design^ of seizing the province, upon which 

• account some of ^jolyman’s party surrounded his house, and having 
surprised him, would have persuaded the governour to have bound 
lain, andgnadc him walk barefoot to prison. The governour answered, 

4 That he.woujd never do so to a man 1 h. 1 t had notmefdared himself an 
enemy, 5 but was only taken -up upon suspicion/ Then they would have 

# had him put in irons, but, the govcjrnour answered, ‘That tlte prison 
was restraint enough ’whither he was conveyed u$>on a mule, and 
where for a while wc must leave 1dm. 

,We return now to Sol>man and his penitents, for so they were called 
that confederated under him to revenge the death of Hosein, because 

* of their sorrow for their former neglect of him in his extremity. They* 
. set out according to their agreement to meet at their general rendez- 
vous at Nochailah, a plao? not very far distant from Cufah, in the new 
anoon of th%latter*Rebiyah. When he came there and had taken a 

" vfc:w of the camp, he was very much concerned at the smallness of the 
number, and dispatched two horsemen post to Cufah, with^ortlers to 
cry round about jhe streets in the great lqpsque, * Vengeance for 
lloscin this affirmed the people, and amongst the rest ' there jras an 
Arabian niarncc^to the greatest beauty of her thrfc whom he doated 
upon to an excess j as soon as he heard that proclamatiofi he neither 
answered thenyppe word, nor went out to them, but put on his cloathS 
in .great haste, Sod called for his arms^and his horse. His wife asked 
if Ije was poised'; h£ answered, * By God no 1 but t hive heard 
God’s hergM calling fg* revenge for the blood of that man (Hosein) 
f and I will answer hftn, and 1 will die for lum, or God shall dispose - of 
me as he pleases/ ‘To wh<m^ ; said she, ‘ do yoju leave th& child of 
yotirs^ ‘To God/ saith he, 4 who hath no partner; O God ! I cotft- 
inoftd to #iee my fatpify and my child ! Q God preserve me in them/ - 
TltiS said, he followed them, and left he? to bewail him. 

1 v’T^oselhat were gathered togetTicg in® the street went to the , great, 
iltpsque, were they found a great many people after the lgst evening^ 
jpfiay^r, and R epeating the samc*£ry, another, a person of 

himself and called for his horse; his daughter asking 
’* he ^nsweredT, 4 fhi4h thy father flies from hi$ ; 

. nearest relations together he took his<,le|ve/'auid ’ 
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arrived at Sols inn n’t camp the next morning. 'They next looked over 
the rolls to see how many had given their at fust, and^.found 

them 16,0001, whereof there wav not above 4000 present <$)ne said that 
AJmocfrtar had drawn off 2000, so that ar cording to that account there 
still remained 10,000 gin If yvof peijury. At last itoos. ihbib told Solj mSn, 

* That they who dul mil come out of an luMity intent v ould do him no 
service.’ Sol> man and several ofhei $ 0# tbe chief men nude speeches 
to that small handful they # hufl, tolling tjiein, * r rii^ii* it was not this 
world they fought for, t^iat they U?d neither silver dor gold, but wei e 
jfoipg to expose themselves to the edges of«suords and the points of 
spears/ To. which the people answered all round, 4 It is not this wot Id 
that we Seek, neither do we come out for the sake <J* it/ Then they 
deliberated about the most pi oper method of carrying on the design, one 
proposed the marching diiecl!) into Syria be revenged on OHeidollali; 
another would have them goandde.Uoy all that had a" haitd in hi? 
death at Cufah, where there wore a great many of "the chiefs of the 
tribes an?l several other leading mex. tfob'man did by no means approve * 
of this last advieft, but said, ‘That they oiiglit to take vengeance upon 
that individual person that had beset him with armed men, and said to 
him , u You shall have no pi election from me, unless you render your 
r self entirely to my disposal •/’ that wicked wietch, the son # of thal , 
wicked wiytch is your object !’ Beside s he diet not tliijdc it proper by 
any means to begin a ipassac re in their fyvn province, which would 
alienate their friends and exasperate the people to nee their fathers ami 
brethren and near iclations muulered beioie their faces ; wherefore 
advisee^ them to leave that matter to be < onsideved after waids, jf it 
should please God to grant them a safe return out of Syria. 

In the mean time Ibrahim (who, as we have mentioned bt (ore, was 
sent from Abdullah the son of Zobeir to gather the tribute), a ndAbdol- 
lah the son of Yc/id, tlie go\erm>ur of Cufah, being informed of Suly- 
jpan’s expedition, cnlcitained some thoughts of joyning forces with 
him : they conceived it Vas both plausible and practicable enough to 
secure themselves in that part <./ the country, under the pretence of 
revenging the death of lloscin ; besides thnt Obcid oh all’s cruelty had 
raised the greatest aversion* against him imag^ft^ble, in all the pro- 
vinces that had been under liis jurisdiction. They wettt.botU to Solyman, 
and persuaded lum to stay till they cotil& raise forces to assist him, #or 
rise f to abide where he was, till Obcidollah should come wjtliin their 
hounds, which they had very^ood reason to thinks would not be long, 
after the alann was taken in Syria. .This not prevailing Ibrahim 
would have persuaded him it lfiast to stay till he could furnish him 
with £ome«'monoy (no less than thy tribute of the whojc province). 
The answer of this last proposal was, 4 That their going out was not fpr 
this world/ Thus the conference broke ofif.hnA Solyman continued his 
«uarch into Syria, and Ibrahim and the son of Yestd returned back to 
Cufah. ' « 
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Ohcidolkili w 13 not idk, all this while jhui. \ t Ipm hi> march to- 
wards theinu Solyman’sW n p £* < eitfin * th t llu u Inc ndS of Madaytn 
tnd B isonh dil not jom them ayoidm r 1 1 pi 01m c be,untommmw, 
andnotwdh tahdifig Ins <mle wont > to piut> them, tin \ u esc r ted , so 
th A when he musteftd *hun A J ksr*, upui llu bmk of the i uph 
1 ites, thfic wcroiiooo of them waning Sol) nnn s peMo the re l, ‘It 
is t kood ridel nice > lord »h<*y#hid st ud thev woulcl li ivc only 1 ecu t 
biu then to ^du , ihj Lot d diet iu t ipmo*> of then goiw out, mtltfieu 
f nt h< hath withdAvuwthun, nul held them b ick ten the beltu, when 
iou piaiscycyour Louy # # # » 

Maichmg ill m s ht thev emit iht ae t moim 1 T lo Ilosoin 1>ut)tn , 
plux, what lhc> |taid 1 ni hi ind a di>, wl 1 h they spent in» piling 
fn huh, and bt, L m hi p tdc 1 Wli n th y hr t cairn to lus tomb, 
tfte) all (*ud out with out \oiee, and nipt md wiJud tint (lic> hul 
lx t n putaet&ttithb mm his cleitli thucmvci ua^feen x t m Uc 1 cl i> of 
v u pin*, linn that S< I) i in nd, *<) God f be manful to IJosun 
•tin mattyi, lju son of lit n tuy* , tjn *. uulc, the r on of the pmch , the 
lUhlc >ti , the son (f th *n dit oils f O God 1 wt < 1 U tticc to witness, 
tint we ate in tlun pioh ion of Pc h ^1011, md m then v xy, and thxt 
we ait enemies of thos 1h t 1 Hid tli m, and linneUoltho e tbit 
gloved them* Anothci account (not conti idi< toi) to the foimu)siys, 

* th tt whc*n tlujcdicw near to 1 lo^cin s tomb the ) cued out un mimom ly, • 
• *0 T oid * we nivq detcnitd the son of the duuhta of ouf ptoplut , 
f >igivo us wjint is pad, an*d repe nt tow tid> ifo, fot thou ill the n jk liter, 
m flu mciciftfl * II ivc merry upon Iloscm iud his followcjs, the light 
i f!us nniiyis * And we c ill thee to \vilne$>, O 1 otd 1 tint wc au the 
vuy sime soil qf men with those tint wue killed U 1 hn si^ef md U 
thou do tnot foi^wc I111 1 to us we must 1 e "yfiuci 7 I hey did not 
move till the morning ifiu but continued bcwulm him anti lus liu nds 
at In ^epuiehu^the sijit of •which renewed then aonow Na>* when 
Sol>m m commanded them to mauh, llu rc was nevei a m in of them 
womd sin till had first stood over IIosem , « ton h, and begged hm 
pat don. One that was picscnl there swears tint hi nevei saw such 
crowding and pressing il^out the bfich stone 1 turn •thence they 
marched to Hen >iV fiom Htsisah to A lamb w, fiom Alambtr to 
Sodud, and from b8ducl to Ka»m ill * 

Whilst they were at K t/4 inh, Abdollih the son of Ye/id, the 
oovernout of Cufeh, sent them 1 fmndly letlu, admonishing them of 
t1u*despA dencss ottfien undert ikm , m encoimtcnng such a rAuItu* 
tude as they must expect to jnc c t ; vwih^ui li m handful , assiiim,, them 
of his being In the same intucst ^nWthem, and dcnring them to 
ic turn he concluded thus, ( I)o not*sct at nought my advice, nor 

< contndicf my command C0A1? as soon as my lettu 1 > read to you ; 

‘ Cod turn >om faces towards bis obedience, and >our backs t8 tho 

< Ubdlmg njsam t lntn, , ° Whty tin lutu was icad, and tho |j^opte 
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had asked Sblyman's advice, he told them that he saw np reason for 
going back, that they were never like to be nearer the two Hoseifts 
than now, and that the meaning of theif persuading th$m‘ 1 8 return was, 
that they .might assist Abdollah the son.of Zob<^r, which he .'reckoned 
to be erroneous ; but if the‘f died now, they' should die in a ftatc of 
repentance from tKeir sins. At la^t he came to Hak, ffom whence he 
wrote* an answer to* the governour of i’ufah, wherein he «gave him 
thanks for his kind letter, but told him that his menjcotdd not, accept 
of his invitation ; that they were trae penitents, and)resolved to go for-, 
wards dnd leave the success to God. The governour as t soon as he 
received the letter said, that they wcre*reso!ved to die, and that would 
be the next news of them. From rH ait they Vent !o Karkisia, from 
thence to Ainwerdah They designed to depose both the Caliphs,, 
viz., Abdolmelick tkt son of Merwan, and Abdollah the son of Zobeir, 
and restore the government to the family of the prophet "Nofto enter 
into a lopg detail of the tedious particulars of their march and engage- 
ment, in short €>beidollah met them with* 20,090 men, and eut them all 
to pieces. * t 

Not long after, in the month of Ramadan, the Caliph Merwan died. 

' We must here remember, tjiat after Moawiyah's decease Merwan was 
chose Caliph upon this condition, that Caled the son of Yeidd* should 
% succeed him, excluding his own children, and that Caled had refused * 
to take'the government upotf himself becauselfce wa$ so very young ; and 
that to secure the succession to Caled he married Yezid's widow, who 
was Caled's mother. ! 4 t! ^ 

However afterwards, Merwan having altered his mind, was desirous 
to have thfi succession pass to his own children exclusive of Caled, 
and accordingly caused Itis eldest son Abdolmelik to^be proclaimed 
his lawfcil and proper successor. 

Caledj, who always hated him, came to* him one tRiy, when there 
v^re a great many of the nobility about him in the garden, and reviled 
him after the most reproachful manner. This moved |h$ old man’s 
, chpler so thaj lie called him bastard ; Caled went and told his mother 
all that had passed ; the lady touched to tine quick ftithf this affront 
. was rokolyed to be revenged * hut s&id to Caled, VMd, yoap&hj&th&yo 
a ciare of such behaviour, for he will never bear it ; let me alorie ah4 l 
will take, care of him for you Merwan coming in spun after asked tigr 
if Caled had said anything Concerning him ; sh^told him no. he had 
more respect for him*. „ \ ^ ' V 

Merwan did not long survive it, some say she poisoned him, others 
that she kid a pillow upon hisTacfi when he was asleep and sat iijijpn, 
it tiUh&Wa&'tlead, and then told the people that be died on a suddert, „ 
u Sosnc Say his age was 63, others \$ith more probability 71* * ffe ; 

, reigned. 298 days. ; / ’ •< : ** , ' <i: x Jvv* 

*'tjne soij 5?| j. 
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hornet had banished his fathes Hajcem for* divulging' a secret He 
continued ift his exile duriiig the reigns of Abubeker and Omar, and 
the recalling >liim was objected to- Othman as one of the greatest 
ergnes; it being -sensing the sentence of the prophet; though' 
Otbmai*, mild and good-natured as. he w a% though t # that since the 
cause of his banishment, and all the bad effects of k ‘that could possi* 
bly happen, .were at an end^ffc punishment ought to cease al?yx . 

The fifth Caliph of the house of Ommivaii ; (Ttiug the 
eleventh from MAHOMET/ 

A. BDOtMELI C K , 

’ , TjfE Son of Merwan..- • 

An. Heg. 6j. capit Aug. iy. A.C 68./. 

On the third day of the month Ramadan in the 65 th year, of the 
Ucgiralf, Abdolmelick the son of Merwan was inaugurated Caliph,* 
and sqcceedccfhis father ig the government of Syria and Aigypt : it is 
reported^ that when the ribws was first brought to him he was sitting 
•with the Afcoran in his lap : whereupon he folded it up and laid it aside, 
*fnd said, * I must take my leave of thee now/ 

Abdollah still holding it out against him at Meccali, he *vas not 
willing the pcopi^should go thither on pilgrimage, and for tliat reason 
sent and enlarged the temple of Jerusalem so*as to take the stone into 
the body of tlie^hurch, and.the people^began to «makc their pilgrim- 
ages thither. 

AU this while Almochtar was making the* best use of his time in 
order; to compass his designs : during his imprisonment he had found 
nieans . to keep *up his correspondence with the sect > Jotters were 
conveyed to him in # €ie lining of a cap : he was soon informed ot 
Sblymap!s fate, and thought it a proper tfmc to exert himself. Abdol- 
lab fhe son of Zdbqir being«yil in arms at Mcccah against Abdolmc-v 
lick the new Caliph, Ibrahim the son of Ashtar was courted by the 
selt, whb answefC<L *That he would joi^ with them if they would bo 
under his command ; but they told hhn that that was Impracticable , 
because they were already prQ-edgsjgcito Almochtar, who at a meeting, 
Where Ibrahim was present, producing a letter from Almohdil the'> 0 n 
Mahomtt, the son of Ali, wM was the head of the sect MftO&l’; 
^upcession, Ibrahim gave Jiim his hand without any more to 
l^thochtar took upon hftm jhe |ple command of the force?, 

inaugurated iuh> Caliph upp^th^'lf^s, 
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1 That he should govern according to the contents of the book of God 
and the tradition of his apostle, ancl destroy the murder exs. -of Hosem 
and his family/ The first he attempted to seize was’ShamCr, whom lie 
overcame and hilled The next was Caqla, who earned Hosdi/s head 
to Obeidollah, him he besieged in his house, *ancP killed him anc^ burlft 
him: Afterwards* he killed Amer who commanded «fche army that 
killed Jf^sein, and gave orders that the hfc^e should trample* over his 
back and breast; he billed lys Son too, and sent both ‘their heads to 
Mohammed ben Hanifijgih. The %ect were afraid lest he should have 
pifrdpned Ali the son of Ha them, and begged o£ him to Iqt them kill 
him ;,hc told.them they might disuse of him as they thought fit They 
tool? him And bound him, saying, 1 You stripped the Ion of Ali before 
he was dead, ahd we wdl strip you alive j and you made a mark of him # 
and we will make pne of; you f then they let fly a shower ot* arrows 
at him, which stuck so thick over all parts of his body that he* looked 
like a porcupine. In short, ‘Almoch tar found means to'surprize them 
whensoever he <*>uld getf any informatifia where they- were, and de- 
stroyed them williVariety of deaths. % 

Abdolmelick had about this lime sent an army against Abdollah the 
son, of Zobeir, who was at Medinah ; Almochtar, who had two such 
powerful enemies to deal withal, was resolved to try if he could jgeti rid 
of one of tlynn first ; he endeavoured to overreach Abdojah by send- 
ing an army pretendedly to Jiis assistance pif # the following occasion. 

Abdolmelick having sent an army out of Syria towards Irak, 
Almochtar was afraid lest they should not only fall upon hifR on that* * 
side, but that he should at the same time be distressed by Abdollah’s 
brother Mifcab, from Basorah on the other. Wherefore he wrote a 
deceitful letter to Abdollah, wherein he told him, that* hping informed 
that Abdolmelick the^son of Mcrwan had sent an army against him, 
he would willingly come to his assistance with 'a cofhpetent force. 
Abdollah answered him, * That if he w*a once assured of the sincerity 
of his allegiance he might f come ; and in order to give him satisfaction 
in that article Jhe desired him to t%ke the votes of his men for him, and 
vididn he had received them he should believe him, and not send ai$ 
more forces into his country $ ^tnd that in the melmpne he should send 
his intended assistance with all possible , speed against 1 AbdotafoJicJds 
army that lay at Dilhora ; upon this A 4 m<ft$W called Serjabil the sai , 
of wai to him, and dispatched him with about* 3000 men, jpost $ 
them slaves, for there were not*?vbove 700 Arabs amongst them, and>' 
bad him 'march directly to Medinah and write to him from thence for 
further' dndefa, , . j. . ’• * ’• * %r \ 

Almocfe^ris design, was, as soon as came to Medina^ to 
an Emir; to command them, whilst Serjauil shbldd,^^ 

Meccali But Abdollah, who hacUfo 
in Aliiiiiobtar, ditj not intend, flwirta* 



especially Since ’A] mock tar had not gfivcn him theifeecurity he expected; 
wherefore* he sent AbUas, the^ou ftf Sahel, from Mccc&h to Mcdinah 
with 2000 iycn, ordering him, # if he found the army in his interest to 
receive them*; if otherwise; to use the best of his endeavour to 
destroy them. VWrci# Abba£ met Serjabil he found his men all 
in ordft- of b^tle, # the horse all oh the right, and ^Serjabil himself 
marching befor.e the foot ; A^bas Ifis men were in po order at all. 
After they *had. saluted ofic another* Abbas took Serjabil aside, 
ahd asked him If ho did not ovm himself to be Abdollah’s sub- 
ject ? To which qucsUo^ when sTrjabil had answered in the aflhr- 
, malive, Abffas bad him mavcl\ al(*ng with him to Dilkora ; Serjabil 
told him, that he ^iad received no such ordeis from his* master} .but 
only to marchdirectly to Mcdinah. Abbas told him, * That his master 
fbok it for granted that he was come out for no other purpose but to 
go to Dilkora the other still insisted that his ordft* were for Mcdinah. 
Abbas perceiving how matters stood with him, concealed his suspicion 

• of him, android him ‘ He. was m the right to obey his ordersf he might 
do as he thought fit, but for -his own part he must go |o Dilkora/ Ser- 
jabil and his men were almost fain; shed for want of provision in their 
long march ; Abbas made Serjabil a present of a fat sheep which he 

# llad by him ready killed, and sent^a sheep to every ten ofhis men ; the 
sharpness of ^heir hunger soon *sent them on work ; they left their* 
order and ran backvvardsctml forwards for water, and whatsoever else 
was necessary for dressing their victuals : Alphas in the mean time took 

..•about loockof his best men and came up*to their tents. Serjabil pcvcciv- 
ifig what danger lie was in, cried out to his men to come to his assist- 
ance, but there ^vas scarce an hundred of them got together Abbas 
was come up clos# to him, crying out, ‘ 0 troqp of God ! come out and 
fight with these 1 confederates of the devil ; you arc in the right way, 
but they are perjured villains P They fought but a very little while 
before Serjabil and about 70 of his guard were killed; whereupon 
, Abttafl held up a flag of quarter, which they teadily ran to, except 3<&> 
who wor$ all afterwards put to the swgrd. Abbas let about 200 of them 
go, .' When Almochtar he^d the news he wrote to Mohanfmfid the son 
' of hlaniphiyah, acouaftiting him with the^disaster, and proffering him , 
' to sefitl'a powerful army to his assistance, if he would please to accept 
of it ; Mohammed qnswered him 4 That he was very well, assured of 
the sincerity of his zc |1 for his service ; that if he had thought fit to make, 
use of arms, he should not have wanted assistance ; but that ' he was , 
resolved to bear with patiencp,aqd leave the event to God, who was 
the hest judge/ When the messenger that brought Aim och tar’s letter • 
took his leave; Mohammed said to hint, e Bid Almochtar fegr God, and . 
'■ kfetain frofe shedding blood :’Vhe messenger asked him if he ^quld 
thatto hjm? Mohammed answered, ‘I have already 
him to Obey the, great and, mighty God ; and .die 0 
<>5dfGdd consist ih doing all tMt is good, ai$ in abstaining from ^B 
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£ evil/ When AJtnocht&r received .the letter he* gave’, it another turn* 
and said to the people, ‘ I am commanded to’ do that which fe just, and 
reject infidelity and perffdiousness.*- , f . 

. Xhts same year the Hoscinians went to Mccxahj.* and, performed a 
pilgrimage there*, under ifbu Abdollah Al/odali, upon this occasion. 
Though Mohammctl the son of II an i plu yah, and' all the rest of All's 
family; behaved themselves very moflensivily at Mcccah, and were so 
far from making any disturbance, that they always persuaded thei { r 
r fronds to peace, who w€re ready to hazard their lives in their service, 
yet Abdollah easily found by experience, that' iv would be* impossible 
for Jpm tq succeed so long as they were alive, and refused the oath of 
allegiance. F^r though they did not stir themselves*, they had a very 
strong party, and a great many other disaffected persons made use of 
the pretence of revoking the death of JJoseiri. He therefore Resolved 
to make an end ofit all at once, and seized Mohammed and his family, 

1 and 17 of<ilie principal Cubans, and imprisoned them in the,Zetmem, 
and set a guaAl ^over ‘ them, and hxed <heni a time, in which he 
threatened them, if they did not come, in he would put. them to death, 
and burn them to ashes. The Zcmsfcm is the name of a pit at Meccah 
which the Mu sltanans say was made out of that spring which God 
caused to appear in favour of Hagar and Ishmael, whom Abraham , 
liad turnedout of his house, and obliged to retire into lArabia ; con- 
cerning this well they relate a great many s f trango things not proper 
to be inserted in this place. Jdere they were shut, tip, but (says my, 
author) God whose name be magnified and glorified, gave to them nof 1 
to come k», though he should execute all his threats upon them. Whilst 
they were jfc, this condition, they found means to write to Almochtar, 
and acquaint hini with thbir circumstances, desiring also of the Cubans 
not to desert them, as they did Hosein and his family. When lie re- 
ceived the letter, he called the people, together, and having read the 
letter, said, * This is from* your guide, and the purest of the fatmiy^of 
the house of your prophet, upon whom be peace ; they are left shut, 
up like sheep expecting to be killed and burnt ; but 1 shall give thefn ; 
sufficient assistance, and send horse after "horse, as the streams bf 
water follow one another. Then he sent Abu Abdallah Aljodali with 
?o troopers, all men of approved valour. A|ter liirri & second ivith 4 64, 
Then a third with 100. A fourth with 10b. A fifth with 40. And ’ 
of all*a sixth with 40 more. In all, 756* Theses went out at^scve$d 
ti nes one after the other, and Abu Abdollah their chief made a half by 
the way* till be was joined by %e two companies, consisting of 40 ea&b, ‘ 
and 1 with this ijojnade haste to’ the temple of Meccah, crying pelK' 
vengeance fdr Hosein. At last they wqjt to the Zetnzem, where they . 

, futived in very good time, for. Abdollah had got the tvood re^dy tp ; 
iburh his prisoners, and there remained but* two day£ of •the 4 pbbjht^d : ! i ; 

They be&t off th% {fuartfj 
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begged of Mohammed to give therA leave to useymeir liberty with the 
e»emy of God, Abdollah the. sHn of Zobeir ; but Mohammed answered 
that he woi^ct. not allow any fighting in the sacred place of the most 
high God. Abdollah said, * Do you think I will dismiss them unh**s 
Ulcy swear to and you shall sw^u* too/ Abu Abdollah an- 

aweredj ' 1 By the Lqrcl of this sacrect place, thou shplf let them go, or 
wc will cut thee to pieces/ ♦Abdollrfli despising the smallness of their 
number, swore that if he sfiould give his men IcaVe it would ftot*be an 
ITours time licfofe att their head 5^ were off.^ Mohammed the son of 
Hani phi yah kept back his friends, and would not let them fight, rntd 
Abdollah b£gan to cool, when tye i*nv another captain come upVilh 
too men, and a second with the like number ; then 200 mb re in a*hcdy 
with *lhe money, who- went all to the temple and cried out, ‘Allah 
ftcbai/t’cngennoe for the death of Iloscin. When Abdollah saw them 
hq was afraid of them. They took him prisoner? and in treated Mo- 
hammed to give them leave to dispose of him as they thought fit, hut 
; he would ngt suffer them* Thfc money which tjicy brought \tas disiii- 
buted amongst four thoifsandfof Ali’s friends, and rise whole businc 3 
< through the exceeding gentleness of Mohammed’s temper was ami- 
cably compromised. 

Before Mcnvan’s death, Obeidollah was sent towards Cufali with an 
army, sRid ha^ leave to plunder it for three days. Against him w:S 
sent Yezid the son of Art*, worthy to be mentioned upon file account 
of his hcroick courage and presence of mintl ; for when death appear* d 
k #in his fact, and*bc was forced to beheld upon his ass on both skh^, 
He appointed three generals to command the army during the fight 
successively, if Jdierc should be occasion for them, ObcldpIlfUi hcut 
reached so far as.Cufah ; and now in the firsj month of the 67th yevr, 
Ahnochtar found himself at leisure to send his forces against Mm. 
There was one^hing very remarkable in his preparation ,* he made a 
throne, and pretended that there was something mysterious in it, Uil 
Jog the people, ‘ That it was of the same ust»to them that the ark \\ 9 s 
to the children of, Israel and accordingly in this expedition again: t 
Obeidollah, it was carriecl upon a mufe on purpose into tHb flhttle, Tlrj 
prhyer that they sakJdLt this ark was, ‘ O God, grant us to live long in 
thy obedience, an vf help us and do not foTget us, but protect us/ And 
- the people answered, < Amon % Amcn/ Ahuochtaris general was I bja- 
Kim the son of Ashtar ; after a sharp engagement, Obeidollah’s forces, 

, w&ie beaten and him?elf killed in the camp. Ibrahim cut off his'head 
. and burnt his body. The number of flie son of 2 iyad's men .that were 
drowned in the flighty was greater JLhaa that which was slain in the 
field. His head with some others wese sent to Alfnochtar* Thus God 
tlie death of Hoseinstty the means of Ahnochtar, though ^Al- 
• '^Civtiar had no good design in it After thg success ot this 1, 
r wB: ; , people had such jf reference for this ark, that they almost 'i&fc:, 
' ' ' • '* , . . ♦ 4 - * ' Y 1 /' , 
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Thi$ year, AfidoljSih sciit his brptliej; Musab.°to govern Dasorab. Al* 
mochtar was sole master of Cufah, where he persecuted all tliat he coaid 
, lay 1 his hands on, who were not of Hotein’s party. Mus&tfcrode muffled 
to!Ba?orah, and when he alighted at the temple, a $»4 went yp into the 
pulpit, the people cried oih, ‘ Emir, Emir/ ‘that is, ‘a govern o^r, a*|o- 
verpour/ He bad Hareth bis w predecessor give place, which he 
did, sitting one * step, below him. Thcrf paving, accordingdo custom, 
first praised God he began with these words of the g 8th chapter of tjie 
Alcoran , i We relate to thee, the< history of Moses and Pharaoh with 
truth, for (the satisfaction of) those that believe / till he qame to these 
words, * And was of them that ddfile the earth / and *pomted with his 
haftd towards Syiia. And when he came at these ftofds, ‘Who were 
weakened in (he earthy and we shall make them rulers* and make theip. 
heirs/ pointing towards Hejaz or Arabia Petnra. And at the^e words, 

* And we shewed' Pharaoh and Hitman, and their armies v?hat they 
most feared/ he pointed again towards Syria, Then he said to the 
Basorians, * I bear tlrnt you used tt> give* nan\es to your Emirs ) I have 5 
‘ named myself ftejaz, that is Arabia/ 

Soon after one Shebct came to Basorah, upon a crop-eared, bob- 
tailed mule, with his cloatbs rent, crying out as loud as he could, ‘ Ya 
*gautha, ya gautha, help ! help P As soon as they had described the , 
manner o£ lus appearance to Musab, he said he was sure it must be 
Shebet, for nobody else weuld do so bu| hinv and ordered them to give 
him admission. He came with a heavy complaint, seconded by a great 
many of the chief men of Cufah, who represented tlic great disorders 
commiyed there, and their sufferings under the administration of Al* 
mochtar f particularly an insurrection of their slaves against them, 
begging his assistance, and persuading him earnestly to march with an 
army ^gainst Almoqhtar. fie was very much inclined to hearken to 
their proposal, but was. resolved not to stir till Almohmleb his lieuten- 
ant over Persia should ^come to his assistance. He wrote to Alpio- 
halleb who made no great haste, not very much approving this expedi- 
tion ; bu£h£ obeyed the secondosummons, and came to him with large 
supplier fioth of men and money. They joinid their forces, andmai^fed 
towards Cufah against Almocbtar, who was nbt, waiting lo'his pwh 
defence, but mustered his forces, and gav§ them battle ; alter a blopdy 
fight Atopehfar was beaten, and made His retreat into the royald&sile 
of 6u&fi;/lMus f ab pursued him and besieged hk/there, whe^e he con- 
tinued hhnself braveiy till he was killed ‘upon which his men 

suri$od|pd to Musab at discretion/ who put them every man 
swordl ( 'They were in all 7000. Almodhtar was then 67 years old ! 1 %; 

Thus didd that great man, who had beaten all the generjds of;Ti$dS 
Memhn and AbdolmeliCk, all three Caliphs of the htm^s-jS 

1 * When he pbjptfed tewitfds Syrin, -he meant Abdolmettck, whom he compareaito ffi&xwsfo 

J$. JPW ,Kwa m ; and when he pointed he meant ia* breth|* AWeHeh, - ■ 

dW, 
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and mack; himself master of (Jufa>£ and all* Babylonia# Irak, whereof 
that city was the capital’, and never pardoned any one of those who 
had declared themselves enemies of the family of the prophet, nor those 
whpm ha could hqjieve to hav£ dipt their hands in Hoscin’s blood, or 
that *rf his relations; so that it .is said that he killed near fifty 
thousand of tlfose people, without Reckoning those who were slain in 
the battles .which he Tctugb/. * » , . 

* This year the ject of Separatists cflltod Azarakites, sworn enemies 
to all established government, *botln temporalaand spiritual, and parti- 
cularly to. the house of* Otnmiyah, made an eruption out of Persia and 
overran all Irak, till they came nefar Cufah, and penetrated as *far as 
Maryan. Thqr committed all manner of outrages as they went, 
♦destroying all they met, ripping open the women with child, and exer- 
cising ttic utmost cruelty without distinction of $^*or age. There was 
a lady of extraordinary piety as well as beauty, which* one of them 
would have spared, to whoyi another answered, ‘What^l thou art 
taken withtor beauty; thou mcmf of God, anil hast dtenied the faith;* 
and killed her. Almohallcb, the governour of Mausal and Mesopo- 
tamia, mustered his chosen troops at Basorah, and met them at a place 
tailed Saulak, where they fought desperately for eight months, without 
intermitting one day. This year there was such a famine in Syria, 
that they cotold not undertake any expedition, nor Jay siege to any 
town, because of the great scarcity of provision, Abdolmelick en- 
camped ip a place called Botnan, near , to the territories of Kinnisrin. 
HiS camp was very much incommoded by the showers of rain ; how- 
ever, he wintered there, and afterwards returned to Damascus. 

In the year #9, Abdolmelick left Damascus to go against Musab, the 
son of Zobeir,*and appointed Amrou, the $dn of Said, to take care of 
Damascus, who seized upon it for himself, which obliged Abdolmelick 
to return. Others say that when he went out, Amrou, the son of Said, 
said to him, * You are going to Irak, and^your father gave tac this 
government after him, and upon that consideration I fought along 
' with him, and # you cannot be ignorant of the pains *1 4 ook in his 
service ; wherefore dve fhe this government after you.* Abdolmelick 
Would hot hearken to his proposal, and Amrou returned to Damascus, : 
whither Abdolmelick followed him close. They .skirmished in the 
. streets several days 5 at last^he women came with their children, cry- 
ing out* * How lpng> will you fight atjd destroy one another Nor ths 
government of thd Coreish ?* and with much ado parted tom; and 
articles of peace were-drawft # between ^Vmrou and Abdolmelick - 
... .But standing in competition for # a^crown is a crime never to : he\for**,' 
' v ;^fyen.. TJiree or four days-afysr Abdolmelick sent for hiJb ; he was, ijr* 
homgahy with* his wife and two or three friends, who dissuade ;;h% : 
^^tpn'trusting hithself in life hands, but he resolved tb veatur^ att&as' 
out hestumbled. w HU wife took to omen, and repc^tibd feer 
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T&XM against bits he had taken w oathSL? , l whe ", he firal 
Jiijj ppwer, he would put fetters in ( «n hu * a ^ e ' cr ^im 

r & ti^JiRXZX AbdZSc 1 l el,0ped l,C 

*?£*-• ,***•» <-mSJT^VSL t Z , Sf 

I hen lie plucked him so violently adjust the couch t W v?. / I 

two.of his fore-teeth ; after which he told L tha hfwould Z 

turn go it he thought Ac would continue in Ms <W™J 1 ! 

Corcish right. ^ said he, ‘ there neve" wetlt^men ? 0^ ‘ 

• sraxssst^is: rir> P&& 

said, I sce your teeth arc out, you will never' be rcooiv-iMu t ’ ° ' 

%ZtV hi ' ’ t a f hnm ^ kte, y commanded him lo be beJetlod "" 

* \ e Ml,ezzm at the same time called to evening prayers Ahd/.l 
niehek went out to payers, And left the exccutifrf P 0 f A&o.AS ' 1 
brother Adolarir, thc.son of Merwan, who, standing over him wbh a- " 
sword, Amvou begged of him for God’s sake not to do that offi” h££f 
but to leave tt to some other person that was not so nearly related whe. /’ 
upon h® threw away his sword and let him alone. Abdolmdicl m ado 
but short prayers, and when he came back, the people' observing],!, 
Adroit was not long ago with him, acquainted his brother Int,5 ‘ -m 
*e matter, who took whh him some of his friends and 
Aiprou’s slayes, and made an assault upon Abdolmelick’s house' an°t 
broke open , the gates, and killed several of the guards In iS, d ■ 

' tune Abdolmelick wondering, 4Q find Amrou alivl*,^ AhtfXSthe : 

, wh ° .^wering that he had forbornhim. out ofroSS 
.‘ on :,. Abdolrnehck gave him: reproachful language, and callirif? for^i 
javclm, h^, struck Amrou , with it, but it not penetfatiug he tcon^ ' 
his blow, still to no,, purpose : Unfeeling Warm Z '■ / 

he had a coat of mllil on , at which he.Whed and said ’ < rJ^ e «! d 
<l«ne weH prepared ?■ , l, e L 'cafied fcw Ms sword t • USUV ^ ' 

tnanded Aoitou to be thw^upoV W|nat:k,hfe Idlic'd hhn ^butwS"' ■ ' '' 
.the same time seised with *&-a ' 
'.^e.hirn up, and lay, him nponi W, couch. '* 1 

were pressing in, H* i! 1 * : ' ^ '■ 
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they threw out Amrou’a head, to satisfie then* thaft their lighting would 
be to no purpose ; ,and Abdolaziz, the son of Merwan, to appease their 
rage, thrc,w?noney amongst th&n in plenty. When they saw the head 
the- money, thay Igft fighting and fell to picking it up. But after 
the hc#t was over, it is said that Abdolmeli^k, such w^is his covetous- 
ness,* recalled it afl again, # and ordered it to be»put in the publick 
treasury,** John was taken prisoner^ and sentenced to d$atji, but 
Abdolaziz. beggedjof his brother -not to k\U two of tlie Ommian family 
in one day ; whereupon he was imprisoned for^about a month or more, 
after, which Hhe advised*V?th those about him concerning the piittihg 
him and his friends to death. *He was answered, ‘That it was better 
let alone ; that tney were near relations, and the best way would be to 
give tlugn their liberty, and let them go, if they would, to his enemy 
Musab„the of Zobeir ; that if they were killgd in that service, he 
would betid qf them by the hands of others ; tha’t if, they returned 
t and were delivered into his # hands again, he might then, without 
incurring any censure,' deal. with tfiem according to his«own discretion.’ 
This advice took place, and they went to Musab, flic son of Zobeir. 
Then Abdolmelick sent to Amrou's wife for the articles of peace which 
he had Signed to her husband. She bad the messenger go back, and 
tell him? that she had wrapt them, up with him in his winding-sheet 
that he mighf plead his cause against him with them before his lord. 
This was an old grudge ^between Abdolmtlick and his cousin Amrou 
• begun in rfheir infancy, occasioned b)i an old woman of their own 
family, whom thpy visited frequently when they were boys, and she 
u$cd to dress victuals for them, and give each of them his disj by him- 
self ; and al\v£yg ordered matters so, as to raise emulation between 
them, and set them together by the ears. £0 that they were either 
always quarreling or else.so obstinately silent*as not to sptak one 
word. Merwan before he died had received information that Amrou 
hffd promised him the government after his ^decease, which made him 
make the more haste to lay hold of a proper opportunity of proposing 
to the congregation to swear to his* son Abdolmelick gnd Abdolaziz 
after him,, with whic^thef readily complied without exception. 

In the year ?o, flhe Greeks made an incursion into Syria, Abdol- 
melick, who had business •enough upon his hands, already, between 
Afbdollah, the son of Zobeir, in Arabia, and Mu$bb, his brother, in 
Irclk, wa* not at lei;&re to go agains^ them, but agreed tp pify the 
Grecian Emperor 1000 ducats every week. This same year Musab 
went to Meccah with.prodigftou^ wealth and cattle, and all manner of 
furniture, which he distributee! amongst the Arabians. Abdollah, the . 
bspi&'of Zobeir, went this year ejt pilgrimage, * ' 

Abdolmelick^ how resojved upon his expedition into Irak against 
: ^Musab', i)Ut todeath thfe principal persons that had been concerned 
k W& %nrou ? the, son of Sajd. He had sent before him one Oiled, the 
.,t" : ■ ' ‘ ‘ 1 • " : *7 ■ 
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son .of Asid, who-gomg privately ipto Jlasorah^ had* begun .to forma 
party fet him. Musab having received intelligence of his proceedings, 
went to Basor&h in hopes of surprisingehjm ; but he pelnji out of the 
way,, he sent for the chief of the Ba$orians. an$ reproached them 
severally,; one \yith the rteannes? of his dimity ; another with some 
Scandalous action ’either of his oym or some of fe}s relations i all of 
them with something; which behaviouf &ply exasperated them, and 
made them more averse to his interest. Abdplmelick had in the mean, 
time sent several letter to the leading men full of large promises. 
Amongst the rest, he sent one to the faithful Ibrahim,,, the son of 
Alashtar, # vvho delivered it to Mu sab scaled up as it came. The con- 
tents of it wenj, that if he would come over to his pa)ty he would give 
him the lieutena icy of Irak. Ibrahim told him that he might depend 
upon it that lie had written much to the same purpose, t8 all his 
friends, and advised him to behead them ; but Musab did not approve 
of that expedient, because it would create an aversion in their tribes ; 
then Ibrahim advised him to imprisbn them or put them inxhains, and 
set some body over them, who, if he should be conquered, should strike 
their heads off, but if he got the victory he might make a compliment 
of them to tlicir tribes. Musab answered, 6 1 have other business to 
tnind ; God bless Ahubehran, who gave me warning of the treachery 
of the Irakians as if he had clearly foreseemthis very business wherein 
I am now engaged/ t 

The Syrian nobility did not approve of Abdolmelick’s engaging him- 
self in this expedition not that they disliked his "design, but they 
chose rafcher that he should stay at home with them at Damascus, anti 
reduce Iralc by his generals, rather than expose his person to the haz- 
ards, of war, fearing, lehst if he should miscarry, their government 
might jfc in an unsealed condition, and their affairs embroiled. To this 
he answered , 1 That no body was fit for that undertaking but a man of 
s#nse,and perhaps he might send a man of courage that wanted con- 
duct ; that he found himself qualified both by his, abilities in war and. 
hi$ personal courage : that Musab was of a couragious family ; that 
his father Zobeir had been the most valiant 6f. thg Cornish, and that h$ • 
himself was brave, but did nc* understand war, arid^oved an eisiy life ; 
and that he had some with him that would-be against him, bui forhis 
own men he could depend upon their fidelity/ 1 s * ■„ 

Tftey joined battle at a place called Masken. iThe Irakiai^ accqjd* 
ingto their custot%jwere resolved to betray Musab before; for they 
did not intend to expose their country to be ravaged by a Syrian army 
for his sake. His faithful friendjSrahihi, the son of Aslitar, gave, the 
first charge, # and repulsed Mohammed ^ son of Haroun, wj^om , Abjdpf* , 
meliSk supported with a fresh ebinpany ; and at the second charge. 
Ibrahim was kittled. Musafrs genenil of ike 'fcdnfc, 

^ ifreat m^ny elf ,t M rest«tood by an4‘ Wtfld not ' 
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then he .called but, *0 Ibrahim i but there is nolbfahim for in© to 
dhy V It is said, that when Musab was upon his march against Abdoh 
melick, AlAofmelick asked 1 1 TO me r the son of Abdollah was with him 4 / 
being answered* /^J6 # for he had made himjhis lieutenant of Persia / he 
emprised next / If Almohalleb was there/ they told hkn, ‘ No, he was 
lieutenant ovet Mahs^l / hj jsked the third time f *If Ibad the son of 
Hossem.was there / bein& answered jn the negative, and assured that 
4 tc had left him IJ&hind tym at ( Basorab, lie was exceeding glad and 
then presaged a certain victory. •* For/ saill he, 4 he will have #10 
body to help him/ •* * # • 

When Musab perceived his forlorn condition, he persiiadtid hut son 
Isa to ride with those men he had to Mcccah, and acquaint his uncle 
«vith the perfidiousness of the Irakians : but Isa (who must be very 
young, lor Ijis father was but 36) would not lette.hini, but told him 
* That his life yould do him no good if lie survived him, and persuaded 
him to make his retreat to Basorah, where he would find his friends 
met together, and from wherffce he might go to the »g8vernouv of tlie 
faithful, meaning his uncle Abdollah the son of Zobeir / but Musab 
said, 4 It should never be talked among the Corcish that he ran away, 
nor that he came into the sacred temple of Meccah routed/ and there- 
fore bad his son, if he chose it, come back and fight ; he obeyed and 
died jin battft, and his father Musab was killed not long after him. 
It is said, that during the engagement Abdblmelick had sent to Musab 
# and tended him quarter ; but he answered, 4 That such men as he 
' ^vas did not use to go from such a place at that (meaning the field of battle) 
without cither conquering or being conquered/ After he was#g! , ievou$ly 
wounded with arrows he was stabbed, and hi% head cut off and carried 
to Abdolfnelick, who proffered the bearer 1000 ducats, which hejefused, 
saying, 4 That Jic did not kill him in obedience t <3 him, but to revenge 
his own quarrel, and for that reason he would take no money for 
bringing the head/ Musab was Abdolmelick's intimate friend bcfoPe 
he was Caliph, but marrying afterwards Sekinah, Hosein's daughter, 
and Ayesha tins daughter of Telhafi, he was thus engSgdd by those 
manages in the intgiest of two families jthat were at mortal enmity 
with th^ hduse of ©mmiyah. 

As soon as this .battel was pver Abdolmelick entered into Cufafy and 
with it took possession of both the Babylonian and Persian Irak* As 
soon as Ifc signified jt<T the people that he expected they should come 
.. in and take the oaths to him ^ they canTe unanimously. Soon after he 
came into the castlfe he enquired ,aft»r John the brother of Aminfe!' 
whom he had killed ; and being informed that he was npt far off, fife, 
lyould have*had his men prbdtfch him 5 which, they refusing, unl^: hfe , 
; wlulct first promise them that he should suffer no harm, ' he : 

' ,'t&k£ it 4U at first that they sjhoqjd pretend to 
atlhst he condescended to promise them, to? fpfan made hfa 

■ V i! , , t \ 1 ,v ; ; 
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ande. When he came into his presence/ ‘ Thou vile wretch,’ said Abdol- 
melick, * with what face wilt thou appear before thy Lord, after having 
deposed me ?’ 4 With, that face/ answered John, * that he hath -created.’ 
Then he took the oath of ^Jlegiance to Mm, and*there was an end ^of 
that business. He ordered vast sums of money to be distributed hniong 
the people, and made a splendid entertainment, to which everybody 
that Would come was 1 welcome. c When he Was sat down, Anrou the ' 
son of Hareth an ancient Mechzumian pame In he Called him to himy 
and placing him by him upon bis 'sofa, aske<J him what meat he liked 
besfof all that ever he had eaten ; ^the old Mccfizumian answered, 4 An 
asses neok well seasoned and well roasted.’ * You do nothing/ says 
Abdolmeliok,* bWhat say you to a leg or a shoulder of sucking iamb, 
well roasted and covered over with butter and milk* ? Whilsf he wa'S 
at supper he said, *4 

How sweetly we live, if a shadow would last ! <r 

After sflpper,was ov$r he took th« old Mechzumian, along with him 
to satisfy him concerning the antiquities of the castle* and when the 
answers to all his questions began *of course with 4 This was/ and 
4 That was/ and c He was/ and the like, it raised a melancholy reflec- 
tion in the Caliph, and he repeated this Arabick verse out of an ancient 
poet: * * * , 

And everything that is new (0maim 1) §;oes to decay, and every one that 1 $ to day goes to me 

e WAS. * 

Then returning to his sofa he threw himself upon it, and repeated these* 
verses : . , 0 

Pro£eod leisurely because thou art mortal, and chastise thy self, Qjnan f 
*• For what is past will not be when it is gone, as that which is present will 1 jo pash 

. Or 

For what waS will not he when it is past, an what is will be,# zoos. 

When Musab’s head was brought to him in the castle, one that stood 
, by said, 4 Now I recollect something very particular of my own obser- 
vation $ 1 saw Hosein’s head presented in this same castle to Obdddl- 
lah, ObeidoUah’s to Almoehtar, Almochtar’% to Musab, and now at last 
hfftsab's to your self. The faliph was surprisedand concerned at this 
discourse, and commanded the castle tp be forthwith demolished to 
a vert the ill omen. ■ ; ..■**' ' '' ‘ » 

When the news of Musab’s death was broughj to his brother Abdol- 
lah; the son of2obeir* he madc^a speech to the people upon Wt befca- 
sion, as follows : 4 Praise be to &od tp whom belongs the, creation and 
’* the command of all things ; frhofgives.domiflion to whom he plee$cs*/ 
* and stakes it away from whom he pluses ; and strengthens whoml :^; 

4 pleases, and weakeiis whom he pleased ,* only God never ^eak^hSpi 

‘ 1 obrehrfe that Arabians l»d not altered* tbtk cookery unce 
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* that hath truth on his side, though he stantgi alone, nor doth he 
4 strengthen him whose friend is tAe devil, thougn all tlfe world should 
4 join in hi&Lassistance. * There is news come from Irak which is mat* 

* ter both cff sorrow and joy to # us it is the death of Musab, to whom 
4 4ipd be ’merciful.* hjow.whsft rejoiceth us js, that his death is martyr- 
4 dom\o him, what is matter of ‘grief to us, is # the sorrow where- 
4 with his friends wiU* be afijjg:ted at his departure* but men of under- 
4 standing will have recoutec to patience, which i£ of all the most noble 

* consolation/ As for. my own .part, if I bS a sufferer in Musab, I was 

* so before in [my father^ Azzobeir :* nor was jAusab any thing else but 
4 one of th<f servants o! God an£ ai\ assistant of mine. But the l*p.k- 
4 ians are treacherous and perfidious, they betrayed him ’and sol^him 
4 fdrli vile price. And if we be killed, by God we d<* not die upon 

* beds a s the sons of Abilasi die : by God there was never a man of 
4 them killed in fight, either in the days of ignorat£e,or Islam : but we 

* do not die but pushing with lances and striking under the shadow of 
4 swords. for this present world it diverts from the most Jiigh king, 

* whose dominion shall *nofr pass away, and wffose kingdom shall not 

* perish ; and if it (the present World) turns its face I shall not receive 

4 with immoderate joy ; and if it turns its back 1 shall not bewail it with 
4 indecent sorrow* 1 have said what I had to say, and I beg pardon of 
4 ' God Ijbth for my self and you. 1 # 

Whilst Monalleb was engaged against the Separatists tlfby received 
intelligence o'f Mu sab’s Seath, before he ifnd his men knew anything 
• at all of it. Whereupon they called oat to his men, 4 What ! will you 
*not tell us what .you think of Musab? They said, ‘He is the Imam 
of the right w^y/ 4 And he is/ replied the Separatists, 4 $*mr friend 
both in this wodd and that to come/ They, answered, 4 Yes.* * And 
you are his friends both alive and dead ?’ 4 Yes/ ' 4 And wha^ do you „ 
think of Abdofenelick the s*n of Merwan ? They said, 4 He is the son 
of the accursed ; we are clear of him before God, and tire shedding his 
blood is more free for us than yours.’ 4 And you are/ continued flhe 
Separatists, /his enemies both alive and dead?’ ‘Yes, we are his 
enemies both alive and {Jead/ 4 W?ll/ said the Separatists, 4 Abdol- 
melick hath killed >Wur Imam Musab, and you will make Abdolmelick 
your Imam t<Mtt<frrow, though you wash your hands of him to-day, 
and curse his ‘father/ which the other answered, ‘You, lye, ye 
enemies of God*’ But the next day, when they were informed jpf the : 
triith of*it, they changed their note, and Mohalleb and all his 
took the oath to Abdolmelif lc ; upon* this account they were bitterly 
reproached by the Separatists, who said to them, 4 Now, you enemies 
of God ! yesterday you were clear bt him both m this jvorld &n*| th$, 
/wprld to dbfhe, and affirmed tfiat you were his enemies both alige and 
dead, and now to-day ho |s your Imam and your Caliph, who killed 
Imam whom you had gbosen for yofcr patron, '^LichM 
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two 'is the righ^F Tljpy could not* deny what -they had said the day 
before, and were loath to give thcnlselvfes the iyc 5 so they answered, 

You enemies of God ! wc were please^ with the other .sq/iong as he • 
presided aver us j and now we approve of this as we did before of the 
others To which the Separatists answefed, > N«, bV'Godj bht you 
brethren of the tleyjls, companion^ of the w i eked v and* slaves %o the 
present world.' This is the account of tha* conference. . 

Abdolrftelick, now* upon his return into c Syria, made BaShur his 
brother govern our of Cufah, and Caled. the s<$n of A&lollah govemouf 
of*Basorah. When Caled came tfiither, he ipu\de Mohalleb supervisor 
of th$ tribute ; indiscreetly, for Mohallpb was ttie best general of the 
ago, and in all probability the victory which was gotten by the Azara- 
kites was Owing to his absence. They beat Abdolazte who was* sent 
, against them, and took his wife prisoner. As they were talking abouf 
what she was worth, &nd valuing her at about 100,000 pieces, - one of 
the chief of them said, ‘What, shall she escape so?* I do not see 
that this hfcathqp doth anything but*catfse disturbance ampngst you/ 
and struck her head off. Some that stoocl -by'told him they could not 
tell whether they should praise him or f blame him, he answered he did 
it only out of zeal Caled wrote a letter to Abdolmelick acquainting 
trim with the loss of the army, and desiring to know his pleasure, who 
answered him thus. ‘ I understand by the letter you aent f>y your 
‘messenger, that you sent your brother to light against the Separa- 
tists; and received the account of your slaughter arid flight ; and 1 
‘enquired of your messenger Where Mohalleb was,* who informed me* 
‘that he was your lieutenant over Ehwaz ; God rejected thy counsel* 
‘when thfbn sentest thy brother, an Arabian of Meccah* to battle, and 
‘ didst keep Mohalleb by* thy side to gather taxes, who is a man of a 
‘ tnost penetrating judgment, and good government, hardened in war, 
‘and is the son of the* grandson of it: sec there ford andtftend Mohalleb 
‘tg meet them in Ehwaz or beyond Ehwaz ; and Ihave sent to Bashur 
‘ to assist t^ee with an amfy of Cubans ; and if thou goest and meetest 
^ ichy enemj^ do not undertake any t enterprize against him till thou hast 
i shown him to Mohalleb, and asked his advif e about him if it please 
‘ dod. Peace be upon thee, $nd the mercy of Gbd/ •, Caled was hot 
well jfteased with the contents of the letter, bqtfi because he had 
blamed him lor sending his brother to manage the war, and because 
he had laid him under the restraint of doing nothing without the a&v, 
vide Of Mfehafleb* Abdbhnelfclc ordered Bashur Ik? assist them with 
5000 Cubans, and to send a messenger out of complaisance to . 
Hohalldb^whowas a petoon of tdb great consideration, not to be treated 
with the utmost respect. V*' ^ t wti;; 

Their forces, being 1 fmfy, they marched and tont toe ; enetn^' nto& tfaev 
oily Ehwaz, fordm Azarakites were adyanced,'so i! i^‘| ; 

"to : the camp of &e Musicians. f were^hips to intSekW- 

P^ialleb toivijtod C^ted to s^ke 5 but before«&at cotod )$ 
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cution, there came a party of the gnomics fyorse|and set them on fire. 
As Mohafleb passed by one of his generals, and perceived he had not 
intrenched* himself,. be asked him the reason of iu The other swore, 
he valued tfiemjao more than 9L earners fart. Moballeb bad him not 
despise them, for- they § were the lions of the Arabians. They remained 
in^hoir intrenchments about twenty ckiy^* and Calod and Mohallcb*' 
fell upon them*ancf, after as bloody.a battle as had*bccn fought in the 
memory man, entirely grouted them and took possession of tlicir 
*amp. £aled scyt Davi<j to pm*** ; them,* and dispatched an express 
to Abdolmelick acquainting' . vflth the success, who ifnmediatgjy 
commanded his broth<*' Bashtir to send 4000 horse more to join Bavid 
and pursue them into Persia : these orders were obeyed till t thc/ # had 
lost qjmost all tli&r horses, and were tired, and almost starved, so that 
the greatest part of the two armies returned on foot to Ehwaz. 

Thus Abdolmelick, in the 72nd year, having bright all the eastern 
partof # the iftusleman empire entirely under liis subjection, had no 
opposition left*but what was jnade at JVIeccah by old Abdollah, tlie 
son of Zolteir. Against’ him Abdolmelick seht the son of 

Joseph, one of the most eloquent as well as warlike captains that 
flourished amongst them, during the reigns of the Caliphs. One 
reason among others that inclined him to employ him in that service 
was, because when Abdolmelick was upon his return into Syria* 
Hejage said *0 him, * I s^w in my dream that I had taken ^hc son of 
Zobeir arid flayed him ; wherefore send m# against him, and commit 
# tlie management of that war to my charge/ The Caliph was pleased 
Vith the dream, and sent him with a strong body of Syrians to Mcccah, 
whither he had written before, promising them protection and*sccurity, 
upon qondition^that they should come under liis obedience. Abdollah 
sent out parties olf horse against him, but in *all the skirmishes they 
came by the worst. .Hereupon Hejage wrote to Abdolmelick fo send 
him sufficient fftree to besiege Abdollah, assuring him that, his fierce- 
ness was very much abated, and that his meg deserted daily. Abdol- 
melick wrote to Tharick, the son of Amer, to assist him, who' joined 
him with $000 mein. Hejage came f» Thaef (a town lying miles E. 
of Mcccah) in the mpnth*Shaabaii in the 72nd year, and Thank came 
to Urn in the new firpon of Dulhagiah, but he did not go round the 
temple, nor come near it, because he was under a vow ; but kept hint- 
s«lf in his arms, and anointed himself till after the death of the son of 
Zobcir. JVbdollah lotted the sacrifice ^either camels or oxen) oS the 
( Ymmtohiehn) killifig day, that is the«tenth of Moharram; but neither , 
he nor his friends performed*the*rights pilgrimage, because they had ; 
not been at mount Arafat, which is*n^cessary in order to the maikini; 

: a true pilgyraage, but they b c$ng besieged, could not do it ; ’ ' 

‘this same year Abdolmelick wrote to Abdollah, the son of Hizini* 
persuade him to come *hi, and promised him to give him the’ : rd* ' 
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venues of Chosaran sfor s^ven years, upon that condition ; who took 
his proffer so disdainfully, that he fold the messenger if it were not fpr, 
masking a disturbance between the two tribes, he.woujd Jiave killed 
him ; however he made him eat the f letter he brought. After this 
Abdolmelick sent a genial against Wm witl> sufficient force, a $4 
killed him. Others say tluft he was not killed till aftejr the dtfath of 
Abdollah, the son *of Zobcir, and that ^bdolmelick- sent Abdollah's 
head tb the son of Hhzim, imagining that Ife would not then*stand but 
any longer ; but it had a qufte contrary effect, far as «oofi as. he saw itf 
h$ swore he would neVcr come finder his obedience as long as he 
lived; then calling for a bason h^ washed die* head and embalmed it, 
and.^rap^edJt up in linen, and prayeef over it, and gent it to Abdul- * 
lah’s relations* at Medinah ; and made the messenger eat the letter, 
telling him that if he had not been a messenger he would ha^p struck 
his head off : and sfttne say that he cut his hands and feet off and 

afterwards his head. * * 

The wfy>le time during which Abdollah was besieged was 8 months 
and 17 nights. * 'fhey Mattered the temple of Meccah With engines, 
and it thundered and lightened so dreadfully, as put the Syrians into a 
terrible consternation, and made them give over. At this Hcjage 
struck the corner of his vest into his girdle, and putting pne of the 
stones into it that they used to throw out of the engines, slang, it ; his 
example s£t them on work afresh. The next momirig there came 
upon them storm after stflrm, and killed IT of his men, which quite 
dispirited the Syrians. Hejage said to them, 6 0 . Syrians, do not* 
dislike this, I am a son of Tehamah : this is the storm of.Tehamah ? 
this victifcry is just at hand : rejoice at the news of it ; their men suffer 
as much by it as you do.^ The next day there was another storm, and 
some of Alxlollah’s men were killed, which gave Hejage*opportunity to 
encourage his men, mid say , 1 Do not you, sec that they are hurt, and 
ypn are in a state of obedience, and they of disobedience f Thus they 
Continued fighting till a liglc before Abdollah was killed. His friends 
deserted tom him every day, and ran over to Bejage, The greatest 
p&rt of die* inhabitants ol Meccah did so, to the number of 10,000: 
nay, his two sons Hanteah and Clioheib left hij^ and went and pro- 
cured conditions for themselves. When he perceived himself forsaken 
oh all sides, he went to his mother (who was grand-daughter io'Abu- 
, better, the first. Caliph, and was then 90 years of age, a woman of«ai 
mosUindaunted spirit) and sai^i to her, ( 0 mot hey 1 the people have 
c deserted me even'" to my own children and family* and 1 haye but a 
‘ few left with me, and they are*sucji ds would hardly be able to stand, 

4 it out an hour’s pads; and these people will give me whatsoever. X 
4 sire in this world; what do you advis^nc to do ?’ * Sotnf saidyblte, 
f jud|e for yourself ; if you kpow that you arf in the right* andjpt^hend 
; * to be so, p$raeyere m it; for your ftknds jjav<j died die.'6ake,bf ; . 
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- 4 wherefore be Hot so obstinately rasolved t<j save yotir neck as to be- 
come the scorn Of'th^bo)*} ol* the Ommiair fatful)*! But if thou 
4 chusest the. present world, alas I bad servant ! thou hast destroyed 
■ thyself r and those that were felled with thee. And if thou sayest I 
'^ood fo the trtfth,*and whten my friend^ declined, I was weakened ! 
4 Thil is heit^pr apart of an ingenuous nor a religious man. And how 
4 long can you continue in tfys world? Death is rtiorc eligible/ Then 
AbdollatT drew, near, and kissed her head, and Shid, 4 By God,* this is 
m the same thought wherein I, have persisted to this very day; neither 
4 did I incline towards # tjjis world, ifor desire ft) live in it, nor did ^ny 
4 other motive persuade me to jiissfnt, but my zeal for God. However, 
4 1 had a mind jo know your opinion, and you have added tp tht; view 
4 which 1 had before ; wherefore, mother, look upon m$ as a dead man 
* 4 from this day : nor let your grief be immoderate, but resign yourself 
4 to God’s command; for your son hath not stoodWn the footsteps of the 
4 scandalous,i»or done anything worthy of reproach ; nor prevaricated in 
4 the judgment of God, por dsalt treacherously in giving h\% faith : nor 
4 supported himself by doing injury to any person* tilat delivered up 
4 himself or entered into covemmt; nor did any injustice done by any 
4 of my officers ever reach me that I approved of, but always dis- 
couraged it ; nor was there anything that I preferred to the doing the 
4 will of my Lord. O God ! thou knowest that I do not say this for the 
4 justification of myself, but to comfort my mother, that she In ay receive 
4 consolation" after my decease/ She aifcwered, 4 1 hope in God, I 
• ** shall have good comfort in thee whether thou goest before me, or I 
% 4 before thee. Now go out upon my soul, and see what will be the 
4 issue/ To ^hich he answered, 4 God give thee a goot^ toward, O 
4 mother ! you \rill n 8 1 cease praying for ipe, both before and after/ 
She answered, 4 That I never shall; others are killed in vain, but thou 
4 for the truth* 0 God ! be merciful to him for lfis watchfulness in the 
4 long nights, and his diligence, and his piety towards his father and 
‘•ltf'e ; 0 God, I resign myself to what thou^halt command concerning 
4 him; I -am pleased with what thou dost decree ; give me in Abdollah 
4 iho reward of those t3 jjat are gnfteful and persevcriag> This was 
about ten days before he was killed. The day whereon he was killed 
he Went into the, house of his mother, with his coat of mail on and his 
helmet, and tdok hold oti^hcr hand and kissed it She said, 4 This 
farewell is not for a long time/ He told her he was come to; take his 
, l&vc oi*her, for tfys # was his last day ia this life. As he embraced her, 
she felt the coat of mail, ajd told hifn that the putting that oh did net 
look like a man that was re^olved # to die ; he said that he had riot put , 
it on, But only that he might be the better able td defend her; she said 
' she would not be so defended,*and bad him put it off. 'then sheb&d 
. ! hini go out, assuring him that if he was killed he. died a martfc^hie 
Said he did not so mujh |ear* death as the being exposed after itj.to- 
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which she courageously answered, tjiat a sheep when it Was cnee killed 
never felt the flaying. Before he went 6nt to .increase his courage, she 
gave him a draught with a pound of m^sk in it * At last be went out, 
and; defended himself to the terror and astonishment *of hfs .enemies, 
killing a great many with ^is own hanfis, so tkatMiey kept* at a dis- 
tance, and threw*bKlpks at him, and made him stagger and wflfen he 
felt the blood run down his face and bcardf he repeated this verse, 

"The blood of our wounds doth jiot fell down upon*our heels, but. upotf oflr feet:” 

meaning, that lie did noj turn his hack upon his eneifties, Then the/* 
killed him, and as soon as Hejage heard tka mews he fell down and 
worshipped. . His head was cut off? and his body hung up, and they 
smelt the perfumr of the musk he had drank several <&ays before. 

Tharik said ft Hejage that never woman bore a braver man, * How,* 
said Hejage, 'do y<m commend a man that was in rebellion* against* 
the emperor of the faithful?* * 'Yes, 3 answered Tharik, ^ and *lie will 
excuse us; do you only consider that we have been besieging him 
these sevdi mqpths, aad he Had aeitH^r army nor strong place of 
defence, nevertheless, whenever wc engaged him he was always a 
match for us, nay, superior to us.* This discourse of . theirs reached 
Abdolmelick’s cars, who said that Tharik was in the right. 

« Abdollah was Caliph nine years, being inaugurated in the 64th 
year, immediately afrer the death of Yezid, the son of Mgawiyali. He 
was a man of extraordinary £ ourage, but covetous to the last degree. 
So that this sentence passed among the Arabians for assort of a pro-? 
verb, that there was never a valiant man but was also' libera*, till Ab~ * 
dollah, the son of Zobeir. He was in a great repute upon the account* 
of his pi?ty : he is said to have been so fixed and unmoved when he 
was at prayer, that a pidgeon lighted upon his head, and sat there 
a considerable time, w without his knowing anything of the matter. 
Abu’lpheda says he wore a suit of clothes 40 yChrs without putting 
them off his back, but doth not inform us what they were made of. 
Tips family of the 2 obei& passed among the Arabians for a half- 
witted sbrt §f people. 

After he was dead, all Arabia acknowledged Abdolmclick for their 
CalijSh, >nd Hejage took the^ oaths of allegiance^r him. This year 
Mph&mmed, the son of Merwan, took Assaphiyah and beat the Greeks i 
and it is said that this same year Othmaa, %e son of Waled, fought 
the Greeks bntjte side of Armenia with 4000 me% and beat their army 
consisting of : \ v • ' * -V, 1 

Hejige, npw master ©f all Arabia in, the* 74th year, pulls down the, 
temple of Meccah, w^ich Abdofiahdiad repaired* plkcing the stone oh; 
the outside of. it again, and restotfng St # to the form it was in* before 

^ahempt’s time. ^ He exercised most tm&erpiful cruelty upoh the pppr- 1 

':;.hej«|sed fmqhehtlyto pick ejhaml's \ 
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and punish them .without any crima He met wijh one J of them once 
and asked .him what was the rehsorf he did not assist Othman, the son 
of Affan ? answered* he di<^ Hejage told him he lycd, and imme* 
diatcly commanded a Stamp of lead to be put upon his neck. Thus 
hsugontinucd' plagutng*and tormenting then) * till the Azarakitcs raising 
new commotions in # the east, Abdolrhclick thought; hiS service neces- 
sary in ttyose .parts, and made hint governor of ' Irak, Chorasan and 
Sigistan ;* upon W^ichjic rJmoved from M^eclinah \o Cufah, Abtlolmc- 
Ttck’s brother Basftur beiifg then dea^. He entered into Cufah muffled 
up in his turbant ;* the jcyriosity of the people drew them all rouiad 
about him/ he assured! them they, should soon know who he jvas : 
then going director to the mosque he mounted the membar or piipit, 
Where? he treated them after a very rough manner, an<> swore that he 
would make the wicked bear his own burthen, and fit him with his own 
shoe; and a great deal more to the same purpose, which increased 
their terror and aversion; One day, when he went into the pulpit, 

* after a short, pause he rose ugttnchsaid? ‘ O Iranians! methmks I sec 
6 the heads (of men) rip£ and ready to be gathered, And turbants and 
* beards sprinkled with blood. 1 * 

The day after he came to Cufah, hearing a noise in the street, he 
, went directly to the pulpit and made a most reproachful speech to* 
them, swearing that he would make such an example of thpm by the 
severity of his punishments, as should exceed all that went before it, 
and be a pattern for all that. should come after it. He then began to 
*.%jive daily *in stances of his cruelty, and his rage vented itself particu- 
larly upon those that had any hand in the murther of the Caliph Oth- 
raan* From thence he went not long after to Basorah, where he made 
them a speech jmch to the same purpose that he had done before at 
Cufah; and to* give them a taste of his discipline, caused one of them 
to be beheaded upoh the place, who had been informed against as 
being a rebel. This provoked the Irakians to such a degree, that the^ 
made an insurrection against him, but to no purpose, for he beat them 
in a field fight, and having sent eighteen of their heads to Mohallcb 
returned to Basdrah. • # 

The Azarakitcs appearing with considerable forces, Hejage sent 
Mohalleb and Abdorrahman the son of Mehneph against them ? they 
hqd good success at the beginning ; but Abdorrahman, thinking it a 
disparagement to be gammanded by Mohalleb, neglected his advice 
ana wpufd not inbench, which gav$ the enemy an opportunity of 
taking the advantage of him^and cutting him oft The insurrection of 
the Basjjrians against Hejage gave* thb Azarakitps great encourage-; 
meht atnrst, who hoped to maJje the best use of their mutual diSsen- ;> 
dons $ hut* after that tumult* was quelled, they found thems^v^ 
^appointed. * % ; - ; * " 

/ ;,But the greatest opposition Hejage evef met with in the 
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course of his life, was^egun by Shajbib a Karegite, and Salehh. another 
sectary, Who having been both on pflgrimage .at Mecc'ah in the year 75, 
when Abdolmelick was there, formed a conspiracy against rhim. The 
Caliph being informed of it, sent to' Hcjage to seize them'; .but not- 
withstanding his vigilance^ Salehh staid very rtecjife for a’ monthis 
space at Cufah, where he concerned measures with hi? friendS, and 
provided all things necessary for his undertaking.- His sect were called 
the Safrians, and he was the first of them that ever appeared openly 
inarms; hp was a man mfich given to demotion, nnd had.a greatT 
many follower? both in*' Mausal and Mesopotamia -to whom he used 
to re^d and expound the Alcoran. c Sogic of hi# auditors desired that 
he would «end them a copy of what they once heard* him deliver ; he 
condescended *0 their request, and it was as followed!. < 

4 Praise be to God, who hath created the heavens and the earth, 

4 and appointed the darkness and the light ; they that deny the faith 
4 make an equal to the Lord. O God \ as for us we wilt not make any 
4 equal to -hee, por will, _we hasten but to the?, nor will we serve any 

* besides thee. To thee belong the creation and the government, and 
4 irom thee come good and hurt, andrto thee we must go. And we 

* testify that Mahomet is thy servant, and thy apostle whom thou hast 
l singled but, and thy prophet whom thou hast chosen, and in whom 

* thou hast delighted, that he should convey thy message, and thy warn- 
4 ing to thy servants ; and we bear witness that* he conveyed the message, 

‘ and admonished the people, and invited to the truth, and v stood in right- 

4 eousness,and helped religion, and made war upon th o ass oc.n tors,* till . 

* God took him, upon whom be peace. I exhort you to trust in God, 

* and to ‘abstain from the present world, and to desire the other, and 

* frequently to remember death, and to love the jbelievers, and to 
4 separate yourselves from the conversation of evil coders. For absti- 

* npnee from the present world increaseth the desire of the servant 

4 towards that which is with God, and causeth his body to be ait 
4 leisure to obey God;® and the frequent remembrance of death 
4 /tnaketh the servant stand in fear of his lord, so as to be moved with 
4 love tbwsfcrd* him, and to humbKi himself before him. ♦The separating 
4 from evil doers, is a law to the Muslemans f G04 most high saithtin 
4 his bbokj never pray for any of them that are dead} nor stand at his 
‘ grave, for, they denied God and his ^p*>stle, and ‘died doing evil 
1 (A faordn, txi\ £5). And the love of the faithful is a meads 

4 whereby the favour of God is»attained, and hisl^prcy and his para* 

4 dise, <Gbd make us and you of\he number of those that bear witness 

* to the truth, and persevere). <No\y if is.of the gracious doing of God 
4 towards |hp believers that he sent them an apostle of their own, 

4 taught them the book and wisdom, afl# cleansed them, acad purified 
4 them, and kept them in their religion, and waSgehthS^ 

; 4 the faithful, till >God took 

t hfcJatm .. j; ' f ' 
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4 JThen the verifierf succeededdurrl with the gooi liking of the Musle- 
4 mans, an^ governed according to his direction and tradition, till he 
‘ went to. God, God bemercifuf to him. He left Omaf his successor, 
4 <jgd God mado'htnv^he governor of this flock, and he managed by the 

* bool? of God^and revived the tradition of*the apostle, of God : neither 
' did he cease to cfo .justice # to the, people commuted to his charge, 

* nor feasted any accusation in the cause of God-till he went to him, 
** God have rherc^ uppn him. After him Othman governed the Musle- 

4 mans, and he pursued a shadow, mid broke* down the bounds, and 
1 perverted^ udgment, fenS. weakened the faithful, and strengthcnocl the 
‘ wicked, and thq Muslemans went to him and killed him, andr God 
4 and his apostle* are clear of him. And after him the people agreed 

* to giv^ the government to Ali the son of Abu Taleb, who did not 
4 make.it hi% business to judge according to *the command of God to 
4 men ; but joined himself to erroneous people, and Was fixed amongst 
4 them and played the hypocrite ; and wc are clear of Ali and his 
‘sectaries.* Wherefofe* ’prepare yourselves, fGod Jusvc mercy upon 
‘ you) with alacrity for the holy # war, against these jarring people, and 
4 these erroneous and unjust Imams ; and for the going out of this 
‘ transitory mansion to the mansion that shall remain; and for the 
‘being joined to your brethren the faithful who have certain assurance*, 
4 who sold thfe present w<gld for the other, and laid out their substance 
4 in quest of die favour of God in the latter end. Neither be afraid of 

, 4 being kjjled for the sake of God ; for.the being killed is easier than 
M death; and death cometh upon you quicker than thought, and makes 

* a separation between you and yotir children, and your families, and 
4 your present Vorld, notwithstanding your exceeding aversion to it, 
‘ and your fear of it : wherefore sell yourselvbs and your substance in 

* obedience to God, that ypu may securely enter into paradise, and 

* embrace thel>lack-eyed girls. God make us and you thankful, and 
Hull of remembrance, such as are directed the truth, and da that 
4 which is right according to it.' 

,Onee whenjte was amongst his* friends, he broke into these 
expressions, 4 Whiy*do fou stay for ? How long will you stand still ? 

‘ For, this iniquity hath spread itself, aifd this injustice is grown to an 
4 exceeding vast exorbitant height and distance .from the truth id 
•defiance of the Lord* Wherefore let us come to some resolution, 
‘find see what is tot>e done.' In the # midst of these speeches there 
came a letter from* Shebib to Salelihy to acquaint him that since he had 
complied with His requesf, in* making an attempt upon the present 
nowert? he desired to be informed # iq what condition his afihirs wejre j 
that he thought there was na time to be lost j that he w*s not sure he 
should not be overtaken by Heath before he had ' v an opportunity ;#f 

t U is the stfmante of Abubeker, wb&ti IgaAMft* »**■ hfctt becaute he 

or troth of tyahwafc's Journey to heaven * v * : .* 
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being engaged in £ holy war, against these' wicked ones. Salehh 
returned answer, that he waited only for him ; that <his;.' delay had 
raised In him some suspicion ; that they were making all necessary 
preparations, and staid foj* nothing but his coimngT Shebib 1 gathered 
together his small, company and joined Salchh in Dara’leiziraii, over 
which Mohammed "Ben Merwarrwas goyernour. . 'they seized some of 
his horse's in a neighbouring village, upon which they mounted their 
foot Mohammed soon received intelligence .of their march, bu; 
despised the smallness 0 of their ifumbcr (wlych did not exceed izo} 
and commanded Adi to go against^ tlign with #( $oo men, Who begged 
hi$ excuse, and told him that he knew that one of their men was as 
good as ioo of theirs, and that it was unreasonable to send him with 
such an unequal force ; then Mohammed ordered him 500 mere : so he 
marched from Harrall with this 1000 as unwilling as^if he had been led to 
the place of execution. When he drew near to Salehh, he sent a mes- 
senger tex let him know that he r wac pot for fighting,^ and if he 
would depart outoof that territory, and invade some other, he would 
not oppose him. Salehh said to th<* messenger 4 Go and tell him, 
that if he is of our opinion it shall be so, but if he be in the Measure^ 
pf the tyrants* and the Imams of enmity, we know what to do/ To 
which Adi answered, 4 that he was not of his opinion, but that he did 
not come tb fight either against him, or anyone else, JS&lehh had no 
sooner received this answer* but he rode full speed and surprised Adi 
saying the noon prayers, who suspected nothing of the matter, till he 
saw the horse coming upon him ; his men were all out of order, and 
put to the *out without any resistance. He trampled pown Adi and 
his standard as he was at prayers, and moving directly to his camp, 
took possession of all that was in it. They that escaped carried this 
sad news to Mohamrhed, who was very angry, and sent^Calcd the son 
of Jora with 1500 men, and Hareth with 1500 more. Calling them, 
fetfth together, he bad them |o out against these wicked Separatists, and tb 
add to their speed, told them that he that came up with the enemy first 
should cdmbiihd the other. Enquiring after %ilehh they were informed 
that he was marched towards Amcd $ they kept equal pace, and towards 
the? evening came up with Salehh, who sent Shebifi against ; Iforeth, 
whilst he: charged ;the other general himself.* The victory was dubious 
along; tihie,;nhtwi^standing the disproportion jf the numbers; fer 
0110 df thp Separatists could® beat ten or twenty of the other; r at 
lastV^CiW add Hareth perceiving tjiat € thcit horse were repulsed, 
alighted, and fought bn foot ; this ^ttifce altered the condition of th& 
battle j for by this means they supposed thethselves with thei^«O0s 
agaliyst the enemies he* second at the' slrbe thno ttoefjr ardfere ; l ' 
•tfem, andther^ of their >r : 

Wit 30 l&ftd a|d /parties 
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vvprc sufficiently 'weary* of one another, for the fc&ttlc was very sharp 
the time it'j»Jastcd r .and a great many were wounded on both sides. 
After they tore parted and retired to their respective camps, having said 
th^jr prayers j and rtfri^hed themselves with guch fragments as they had, 
Salehfl asked ghebib his advice, who told* him that they were over- 
matched, and that the enemy, would by intrenching themselves prevent 
any attempt against them. 3 Upon thi^they decamped under* the pro- 
jection gfrthe nigSit, and inarched across \)ver Mesopotamia till they 
came to Mausil, and from thence to* a place Allied Dascarah, whqj*e 
Hejage having received intellig$nc<^of their approach, sent a body of 
5 ocx) men against* them, under the command of Harcth* Atfianfyani, , 
Three thousand of them were Cubans of the old soldierg, and the other 
2 ooo were chosen men. Whilst they were inarching to Dascarah, 
Salehh was p^ne to Jalouta and Catikin ; Alhhretfc* pursued him to a 
place called Modbage, that lies upon the borders of Mausil, between 
. Mausil and Juchi. There they engaged. Salejih had then % with him 
no more than 90 men, theso he divided into three couaphnies, thirty in 
each : in a short time Salehh was killed. Sliebib was beaten off his 
horse, and fought on foot till he came to the place where Salehh lay 
dead ; whereupon he called out to the Muslemans to come to him, for 
they had? no commander left, and bad them turn back to back, and" 
make their rftreat to a neighbouring empty castle. This* they per- 
formed in exceeding good" order, for 70 of them got in safe. Harcth 
^•surrounded them* in the evening, and#bad his men only set fire to 
the castle-gates, and so leave them there till the morning, where they 
might be sure t # find them. Shcbib knew very well that whaj was to be 
done must be done by the favour of the nigljt, because it would be 
absurd to expert that they should be able to defend themselves jgainst 
such a force the morning ; and' his men haring first given him 
their hands in token of their submission, the gates of thp castle being 
bdVnt to coals, they wetted their saddle cMis, and spreading theft 
oyer the coals, stept over. Hareth and his men were in their camp 
without any apprehension^of danger,* till about midnigh* they found 
ShebiB and his men* tutting all to pieces in the midst of the camp. 
Hareth himself w!Ls struck down, but htsr men carried him off the 
ground, and ratf away in ft# greatest confusion and consternation* 
This is the first victory that Shebib got ; which added such courage to 
his^partythat they .daily increased, and became terrible to Hejage 
himself, who never omitted ttfiy endeavour to extirpate them. After a 
great many battles,* wherein SJxefiib^ass always superior, whilst Hejage . 
Was goiflfto Basorah he seized the city of Cufah. * M 
This yea* Mohalleb died, whom Hejage had made goyerpour of 
Omrasan. He was a poison of extraordinary character, both forjjdjj r 
abides arid generosity m {emper, When he fejt death apprpachii^, 
he called his sons about him ftid gave theft a bundle of arrows, to 
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break, which they toll, him they ciuld* not He asked them next if 
they could break them singly, they answered affirmatively, be bad them 
imagine themselves to be like that bundle of arrows. * *• 

This year Abdolmelick paused the first money j:o be coinedthat ever 
was in use among the Arabians of their own ; for before they SseSt to 
trade with Greek and Persian money. occasioh was thus. Abdol- 
melick 1 used to write fn the beginning of the letters that he &ent to the 
Greek Emperor, ‘ Say, God ft one/ 0 c, say,J TherdI is one God / and 
then mention the prophet with thb date of the licgirah : whereupon 
the djrecian Emperor sent him wqjd tjiat heV&l made suvh and such 
innovations in Its manner of writing, and bad him , alter it; or else he 
would send him some coins with such a mention of tfieir prophet upon 
them, as they should not very well like. Abdolmelick was angry at 
this, and said, ‘ A.C&se upon their coins / and from that time began to 
make money, Hejage stamped some with this inscription, ‘Say, there 
is one God/ which gav<e great, offence to the Muslemans, because the „ 
sacred name of God would be exposed t6 the touch of unclean persons 
of both sexes. Somyor, a Jew, regulated their coinage, which was but 
rude at first, after whom it received several improvements in the 
succeeding reigns. 

Now though Shebib had beaten the army which Hejage had sent 
agajnst him, and made such a vigorous opposition, the Cufians 
were not able to keep the fib Id j yet Hejage, ftsolved nof to bear his in- 
sults any longer, represented the condition of that par* of the, country to 
the Caliph Abdolmelick, who reinforced him with a sufficient number 0*" 
Syrians/hath which lie gave Shebib battle near Cufah. Shebib made 
a noble defence, having f in all but 600 men, but was forced at last to 
give way to the Syrians, whom Hejage was scarce able to hold up 
against him. At last Shcbib’s brother was killed and his wife Gazalah, 
who had attended him when he went first to Cufah, ana made a vow to 
say her prayers in the great temple, and read the Co w and the family 
of Apforam there (they arc the second* and third chapters of the 
Akorm ) which she had accordingly performed. A, : body c?f Syrians 
puirsned Shebib, who killed 100 of them with thejoss of only 30 of his 
own men. Some of them were so tired with their rfiarch .and the fight, 
that when they struck with their swords jlrcy could not carry m edge; 
airdrome of them struck as they sat;, because they were not able to 
rise.; Jn this condition Shebib despairing ofMoing anything 4 eft 
tliem, and posing over the Tigris went towards Juchi : afterwards re- 
passing the Tigris at Waset, ho bqpt his o course towards Ehwaz ; from 
thence into JPersia, and so on <to Kerman, where he restoib and re- 
freshed himself and Ms men. In thfc r «meantim$ Hejage*ordered his 
wife Gamlah’s head to be washed hnd buried- Soon after 5 h$hib tiepin 
v to advance forwards '.again, against wl^om* Hfcjage .sent iSophyan^ the 
"fda of Alabradj whom Abdolmelick had 
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Syria. They met at a'bridge called Dojail el Elwaz. •Shebib passed 
the frridge-.fi rst, and afiteira sharp encounter was repulsed Returning 
again he rjftetared ‘the battle viith vigour, but was beatert back j and 
when he’fcame to. tjic.bridge h,e made a stand with about ioo men, who 
fotfgfh^so bravely till fte evening th$t the Syrians nev^r felt themselves 
so handled baforc* Sophyan perceiving that he* could do nothing 
against t^em, ’commanded tHe archers to shoot dthem, which* they did 
Jor a while,* till Shebib ana his men f-usfced in upon them with their 
swords and killecf aboVe 30 of them* and then* wheeling about, he fell 
upon Soph^jan, and thgy continued fighting desperately till night* and 
then retreating, Sophyan commanded his men not to pursue them. 
When # Shebib caAe to the bridge, he commanded his men to go over 
tytfore him, resolving to renew the fight in the morning. He brought 
Up the r&tr, and as he was upon the bridge his Jiorse leaped upon a 
mare tlfat was before him, and loosened the stones .of the bridge. 
Shebib’s foot striking at the same time upon the edge of a boat, he was 
dismounted end fell into^the Water* When lie fbse up, £e safd, ‘When 
God decrees a thing it is done.’ Then putting up Ins head a second 
time he said, * This is the decree of the Almighty the Alwise [God !] 
These were the last words of that great captain, concerning whose 
mother $ey relate this remarkable story. • 

Yezid, the %>n of Nairr^ was sent by Oth man’s command to assist 
the Syrian Mahometans against the Greeks in the twenty-fifth year of 
the H'egirah. The Muslemans obtaining the victory, the Christians 
Severe exposed to* sale. • Among the re # st he espied a tall, beautiful, 
bJack-eycd maid* which he bought, and having brought her Jo Cufalt, 
commanded he:* to turn Mahometan, and upon her refusal, ?faused her 
to be beaten. Tlii$ x only increased her aversion towards him, so that 
he was glad to let her alone to bring her to a gopd humour, ♦After- 
wards she proved with # chfid of Shebib, and her fondness to her 
roster increasing daily, she turned Mahometan of her own accord*; 
because she knew it would be agreeable to hitn. So that she changed 
frer religion before Shebib was borij, which was on the^ tgnth of the 
month Dulhagihh, bein^ the day on which the pilgrims kill the 
sacrifices at Meccsji?* Awaking out of a plumber, she said, * I saw, as 
one that sleeps sees, that there went but from before me a flame which 
diffused itself round about the heavens, and spread itself to every 
quarter; after whiefc a coal dropt into a great water and f was 
quenched* now I have brought him forth upon the day wherein you 
shed blood ; and I interpret *my. dream thus, * That this son of mine 
wilt be ^man of blood, and that hi* condition with be exalted to a Very 
high degree in a short time.”’ # Hearing a false rumour *01100 of his 
being killed, she gaye no credit to it, but as soon as she heard he* was 
downed* she believed if, flying that she knew from the time of hi* 
birth that he would come to n<* other end. . ■ ' 

•>V ; ■■ : • 0 2* s 
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His body being drawn up with ajnet, they cut off his head and sent 
it to Hejage. W hen lie was opened they found his heart prodigiously 
firm and hard like a stone. , 0 ’ ' ’* * ** 

In the eighty-first year died Mohammed Ben Hanihhiyah}*the third 
son of Ali, who because Jie was not 'descended ^fr6m Mahojn#as 
Hasan and HosSinjvere is not reckoned amongst the Imams, notwith- 
standing there were several of his followup who secretly owned him to 
be lawful Caliph after Ho^einte death. Some of jthe sectaries look 
upon him as a great prophet whom God hath * tak0n and "preserved. 1 
alive in a certain mountain ; and that he shajl, hereafter appear again 
and *611 the earth with justice and piety, as* it is at present full of 
imptety aftd wickedness. 

From the tiihe of Shebib's death, the Saracen empire was free from 
any disturbance within ifself, till the eighty-second year, what Abdor- 
rahman the son of Mohammed raised a very dangerous commotion in 
the eastern part of it upon this occasion. 'Hejage, who hated him, 
sent him* with an inaonsiderabie forc^ against Zentil, king of the < 
Turks, with orffew to carry the war into the midst of his country,- with 
a malicious design to destroy him.* Abdorrahman received secret 
intelligence of his barbarous intentions towards him, and soon 
^acquainted his men with the meaning of the expedition they were 
engaged iqu The soldiers were all in a rage to find f .}hemselvcs so 
basely betrayed, and, under a pretence of gfoing to war, sent on pur- 
pose to be murdered, and tall a sacrifice to* Hej age's malice against 
their general. They vowed re\*mge, and unanimously swore-to be true^ 
to Abdorrahman, and renouncing all manner of subjection to Hejage, 
prepared' themselves to revenge his perfidiousness. * Abdorrahman, 
having first concluded a peace with the Turk, returned into Irak, and 
marched directly against Hejage, who being before informed of it, had 
petitioned Abdolmeiick for succours out of* Syria, who pent him a con- 
siderable army. With these supplies, Hejage marches against him, 
but being beaten in the firtt battle, Abdorrahman carries his victorious 
army to Basorah, where a greaj: many, of the citizens throwing off 
their allegiance to Abdolmelick, took the oath to him, and intrenching 
themselves oh one side of the city, they soon obtained a second victory » 
over their enemies. From thence he went to Cufaii, where he was so 
far from meeting ‘ With any opposition tha? the qitizehs came out? of 
their bwn accord; to meet him, and took the oath^f allegiance, , In tSe 
mean time Hejage gathered together all the forces he was ible ; 4 od 
AbdorrahmahV atmy bn the other side* wjx$ increased to the number of 
ioo,poofhen, among whom were sereral of prime note among geBaspr; 
rafis,\who had conceived an aversion against Hejage upon thenfccount, 
of his cruelty, , ThOy;enc?qnped near i ode ...aupumr ;^«indiif,tlie:space 
of 'too days fought Sr, battle^ / At test "iiujfc ;Abdorrahthhh^td 

flight, and cut off 4000 of his then, At^toohman 'retreated toSahan^ 
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where, being seized by Hej age’s lieutenant* whg was agoing to him, 
Zeiitil, the' Turk, his friend and felly/ having received notice of it, came 
to his rescuj* ; 'but Upon his bei^g threatened with a war by Hejage in 
case he refused to deliver him up, he was forced to part with him. 
AbcWugdiman having flow 'no remedy left, abhorring the thoughts 
of falling into the, hands of his most implacable cn$m/, look an oppor- 
tunity of lylling himself by atfall froln the top of an high house. 

*. In the eighty-thtf'd year flcjagc buik a city upon the riv& Tigris 
which he- Called \faset, fft>m its lying in ftic middle between Basornh 
and Cufah, Jhat being # the signification of the* Arabick word. The 
Persian geographer says, that it ris situate at an equal distance jfrom 
. Bagdad, Cufah, «£hwaz, and Basorah, that is, about 'fifty leagues 
frpm each* of them. • 

Now though Hejage survived Abdolmelic^ am} managed all the 
chief afifeirs far some time under his son Waled, yot since we must 
terminate this phrt of our 'history with the reign of this Caliph (which 

• was designed to have been copied •down to th<* line of the Abba sides) 
and it being very uncertain Whether or no we shall #c\%r have either 
opportunity or inclination to continue it any farther ; before we take 
our leave of this great man, by whose vigilance, courage, and conduct 

. the Saracen empire was perfectly quieted and established under the go- • 
vernment of tl*e house of Ommiyah, it will not be amiss to relate a few 
instances illustrating the greatness and singularity of his genius. 

# One day as he was taking a walk in the field, he met with a wild 
‘VVrab wholtnew Nothing at all of him, rflid asked him * What sort of a 
man this Hejage was whom they talked of so much.* The Arab 
answered, ‘The* he was a wicked 111 and Then said Hejagc> # Do you 
not know me?’ *The Arab answering, { No ;4 4 1 would have you to 
know then/ said Hejage, * that it is Hejage you are talking to new.’ 

The Arab having heard hhu talk after this manner, without express- 
ing any manner of concern said to him , 4 And do you know who 1 am?’ 

* No/ answered Hejage. ‘I am/ said the •Arab, ‘of the family S( 
Zobeir, whose posterity all became # fools three days in the year, and 
this fo one of thfcmd Hejage could not forbear laughing hnh admiring 

* suclvan ingenious f9&ie off as this : so thjit though lie was extremely 

severe and reckoned *crueh for they say he had put to death 120,000 
p^sons, and when he died n*d 50,000 in his prisons ; yet he pardoned , 
this Arab^ whom he esteemed for his wit and courage. , 4 

Now see anothermeddent, whercir^ Hejage shewed plainly what he 
was, Having taken a great many officers prisoners in the battle which 
he gaijgjJ over Abdurrahman ; he* retolvcd to put them all, to the 
sword. One 'of the prisoners, just 21 s he was going to Jje executed, 
cried out ttfat ho had a piece m justice to demand of Hejage. » . 

: Hejage, very much siyppsod at what he said, asked him * What he- 
had to deniand of him ? The prisoner answered, ‘ It is because when 
- ’ ‘ * * * i2fS— 2 ' 
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our general /Cbdorraliman railed Jagainst you after an extravagant 
manner, I told him he was in the wrong,’ ' Upon this Hejage asked 
the prisoner ‘If he had any body to witness his sayjrfg^o?^ *Ye$/ 
answered the prisoner, and shewed him o<ae of his comrades condemned 
to death as well <as himself, «who was presentwhhn he said it J^njage 
being satisfied of the truth of the f^ct, said to the witness, * And what 
is the reason you did not do so as well as youV^omrade ? This updaunted 
man answered him fiercely! did not do it because . you are my i 
e^emy/ Hejage gave 4hem both *heir lives ; the* one to acknowledge 
his obligation ; the other for having confess<?&£he truth with so much 
frankhes$«and courage, * 

Some people having complained of the cruelty “of his behaviour 
towards his subjects, and set the fear of God before his eyes ; he in- 
stantly mounted tlivi puipit to harangue the people, and without any 
preparation discoursed them after this manner, with his'ordiriary elo- 
quence : ^God hath at jn;escnt given m^the power ove£ you, and if I 
‘ exercise it with gome severity, do not ynu^ bejieve that you shall be 

* upon better terms after my decease ’« After the manner that you live 

* you will always be ill used ; for God hath a great many servants, and 
when I shall be dead he will send you another, who may possibly 

* execute his commands against you with greater severity. Wpuld you 

* have a jfrince sweet and moderate ? Exercise justice among your * 

* selves and obey his orders. Depend upon* it that the behaviour of 

* your selves is the principle, ajid the cause of the good or ill treatment 

* which you receive at his hands. The prince may justly be compared 

* to a lo(>!>ins-g^$s ; all that you see in the glass is 'nothing but the 

c return ot the objects you present it to.' * 

Oncg when he was a hunting, he lost his company, 1 and found him- 
self very thirsty in a* lonesome place, where an Arab was feeding his 
camels. As soon as he appeared the camels were seated away, which 
dS^de the Arab, who was^nindmg something else, lift up his head in a 
great passion, and say, ‘Who is this with his fine cloaths that comes 
here in the ctesart to scare my camels, the curse of God light upon him,* 
Hejage without taking notice of what he sfoid £ame*up to him, and 
saluted him very civilly, wishing him peace ; buttes instead of return* < 
ing his sakitati on- answered him roughly, ‘Jhat’he neither wished him 
freacg, nor any blessing of God/ Hejage seemed not to understood 
him, and[ begged water to drink. The Arab told Ijim, 

* That'Miihc had a ; mind to drink, he might alight ^nd help himself, for;.., 
'He was neither his fellow nor his mam/ Piejage did as hebadhirfy and: 
having drunk asked* him this question, 4 Whom do you believ^ ,tp be the 
greatest an<f most excellent of all mm £ * It is the prophet sent 'by" 1 
Goa (hursf you)/ saj<J the Arab. ' 4 1 And what do yoh my f pf AM^added 
'Hejage The Atab ainswered, 4 His exceMn0 cannot sbffi&ently 
in, words/ Hejage contimilhg His md$ours$ : askedy ; 
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he thought of Abdolmclick ? The Arab made np answer at first, but 
being pressed he let fall as mutfh a§ if he took hma to be a bad prince. 
‘ Why so ?’ Answered Hejhge, ‘ J 3 ecause he has, sent us for a governour 
the wickedest man under the heavens/ 

JJgJjtgej knowing tfflit the Arab spoke of 1 pm, said no more ; when 
it happened th#it a bird flying over their heads madcf a sort of noise 
which the^Arab had no soc>»t*r heard, but he looked .steadfastly upon 
m Hejage, and aske$ him ‘Who he was ? Hejage having a$k 3 d him 
f What Wits the rlason of*that question f ^Itis/ said the Arab, ‘because 
this bird that went by tpJJ me that ftierc was accompany of people not 
far off, an‘d*that very likely you#are#thc chief of them/ The AralJ had 
no sooner made jn end of his discourse, when Hejage his* people came 
^p, and received order from him to carry the Arab along with them. 

The (ky after, Hejage called for him, and made him sit down at his 
table, and commanded him to eat ; the Arab, beflfre he began to eat, 
said his usual grace, ‘ God grant that the end of this meal may be as 
fortunate the beginning/ • . - • • % 

Whilst they were eatihg, -Hejage asked him ‘ If he ftmembered the 
discourse that had passed betwdbn them the day before/ The Arab 
answered him immediately : ‘ God prosper you everything, but as 
for yesterday’s secret, take care that you do not divulge it to day.i 
‘ That f will^ said Hejage ; ‘ but you must choose one of these two 
things, either jto acknowledge me for your master, and then I will re- 
tain you in my service ; or else to be sen? to Abdolmelick, to whom I 
shall giv<* an account of all that yo» have said of him/ The Arab 
having heard Hejage’s proposal answered him instantly : ‘There is a 
third way you gray take, which seems to me to be much bety*'/ ‘ What 
is that?’ said linage, ‘ It is/ said the Arab, to send me home, and 
that you and"l may never see one another any more/ Hejage, as 
fierce as he w of, wa$ pleased to hear the man talk with so much spirit, 
and gave him 10,000 drachms of silver, and sent him home according 
to his desire. • • 


, It, is proper to observe here, upon the occasion of this bird that made 
it self be understood by jjie Arabian* that there are folks *among the 
people of Arabia, th*f pretend to know the language of birds. They say 
that this science lias been known arndngst them ever since the time of 
Salomon, and die Queen t>f*Shcba, who had a bird call Hudhud, that 
is the houp, who wasjthe messenger of their amours. . * 

Kumefl the son of Ziyad was a maji of fine wit. He lived in the 
time of Hejage, and did by means approve of his conduct, pne 
day, Hejage made hun come, before hitn, and reproached him, because 
in sueffa garden, and before such ami such persons, whigh he named 
tp him, hc^had made a great fifeny imprecations against him, $%ymg* 
‘ The Lord blacken his faje/ that is, * Fill, him with shame and conftt- 
sion/ and wished that fiis neck, was cut off, and his blood shed. 
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Kumcil who had a^verj ready wit, answered; him instantly ] ‘It is 
true that I did say these words in such a garden, but then l was under 
a vine* arbour, and was looking upon^a bunch of grapes /hat was not 
yet ripe, and I wished that they would turn black soon, that they might 
be cut off and made wine Thisingcmous 'ex^ical-ioit pleased 

so well, that he sen^Kumcil homeland re-established him in his favour. 

Ebn Corrah, a 'person celebrated for piety and his learning, and 
whose father had been one tire companions of the,. apostle, was very 
well acquainted with him. One t^iy when lie w£s wfth him, ‘'the porter 
came out and told them, that there was a itatjpb or secretary at the 
gate** on which Ebn Corrah said,** These secretaries are the worst of 
all £orts <ff people/ Nevertheless the secretary camfoin and was well 
received by Hejage, who after he had dismissed him, said to Elpt 
Corrah, ‘ Were it i\£t for the title of Companion of MahonicMhat is in 
your family, I would make your neck be cut off : for the*Alcodm says, 

‘ honour the writers/ Ebn Corrah answered him immediately, ‘ I speak 
of the secretaries of the Divan/ and* not “of the angels which are called * 
writers of the XlCbran, because they write theactions of men to produce 
them at the last judgment/ 8 

It is reported that^Iejage, to excuse the severity which he exercised 
*over those that were under him, used frequently to say, that tj^e severe , 
or even violent government of a prince, is better than a^veak and too 
indulgent government ; because that only dotji wrong to spmc particular 
persons, whereas this other hurts and injures all the people in general 
He also used to say, that the? obedience due to prinbes is fnore abso^t 
lute and necessary than that which men owe to God ;• according to the 
Alcoran, that speaking of this latter says, ‘ Obey Gf d as far as you 
are able /'in which words there is a condition or exception: but of 
that which concerns ^princes it is said, * Hear and obey/ without any 
exception : ‘ so that/ said he, ‘ if I command any one ten submit to such 
qf such a thing, and he refuses it, he is guilty of disobedience, and con- 
sequently worthy of deatlf/ 

Sonic haying heard him talk afjer this manner, said to him : ‘ Then 
you are an envious and an ambitious marie because* you preterid to 
have a greater, authority thafc others/ Tp which*h\ answered, ‘ He i$ ’ * 
Still more envious and ambitious than me, vjho says to / God,give me, 

G Lord, a condition pf life which nobody «can enjoy after mq/ ; # 
Having once recommended himself to thq prayers of a o religious 
MuSlem&a> he instantly prayM^/that it would pla&se God to hill fiiiti, 
quipkly, .‘flay said he, there can nothing faH out better either for him dr 
for the 'people, * <* - V ■ ' mm'' 

Itircomi writes that when he fras tyken to his bed of his last side* 
iiessf he consulted his astrologer to knot? of him, if he did Iqt ibid in 
. hjs ephemendes ihat/some great captain tfte'bnd; bf '.his days. 

/T^b astrologer aaiswere$ him, that arrest c^cdV^dlmb . was 1 
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threatened, according to his observations, to die quickly. Hejage re- 
plied, £ Tliat is exactly the name that my mother gave me when I was 
a child.' tThis word'signifies jp the Arabick, a little dog. 

The ‘aetf’ologfer, no less ifriprudent in his discourse than skilful in his 
ar t^ w ent on verf blontly, shying, ‘Then if is you that must die, you 
haveno room, to <Joubt it.' Hejag'c, offended at thfs discourse, said 
instantly to the astrologcr,#VSi»ce i must die, and you are so dextrous 
in your predictions, I will* send you before me “into the . otfte/ world, 
that I iru»y mak£* uso of you and gave otder at the same time to have 
him dispatched. % , • • 

The sanfe author places the death of Hejage in the 95th year /f the 
Hegirali, and ilje 54th of his age; and says of him, that he wa&born 
shut tip qt the bottom; so that they were forced to open him with sur- 
geon’s instruments. 9 

They say*that he was so magnificent in his entertainments, that 
he had sometimes 1000 ‘tables furnished, and that he used to make 
such large presents tq his fricgids,«as to give* ijooo, 000 piecas of silver 
at one time. # • • % 

Abulphetagius observes, thaf he fell sick with eating dirt. That 
dirt is a sort of medicinal clay, called by the Latins teTra lemnia, and 
by the Arabians thin, and thin mechtoum, lutinnand lutum sigillatum f 
this threw him into a consumption, of which he died. Jhus much 
concerning Hejage out oi*Monsicur D’Herbelot. 

In the 86tli year of the* Hcgirah, Abdolmelick died. The physicians 
( had told him that if he drank he would® die ; but his thirst increased so 
violently, that he was not able to forbear any longer, but commanded 
his son Walcd^to give him some water, which, he refusing? he com- 
manded his daughter Phatcmah ; but Waled.willing to keep him alive 
as long as he ‘could, held her, and would not suffer' it. Whereupon 
Abdolmelick t^ld him in a passion, that if he “did not let her go, lie 
would disinherit him; s b she gave him water, and ho quickly expired, 
lie died in the month Shewal : but he was Mways afraid of the month 
Ramadan, and used to say he should die in it because he was born in 
it, and weaned $n it, and ^ad learned the Alcoran by he^rtln it, and in 
it was saluted emy«rt>r, 9 

The inscription of kis seal was , 1 1 believe in God our Saviour/ ( 
Abu’lpheda ^ays, that l?e*vas a man of foresight,* and of very good 
capacity and underspending ; he was courageous, learned, and* wise j 
but his tiling mad<* Caliph quite turqpcPhim, and spoiled all bis good 
qualities. He died in the 6©th # year of his age. He was much more 
powerful than any of his predec§ssdVs. He sqbducd Abdollah; the 
son of^obeir, and added Arabia* to his. dominions 4 he entirely: 
quelled allnhe several sorts sectaries that appeared in arms against 
him : in his, reign , India *|as conquered in the East, arid, his victori- 
ous arms pcrictrated hvenes far as Spain in the West' . . ; ; s 
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Aazaz, a Strang castle in Syrft, 267. Cufab, *po ; his reflection ujjcAa the vitissi- 

Aba dab Ebno'T Samet, a8y. * tucte of human aflfaiae, 4I30 r his superstition, # 

Abaft, Othman\s son, 200. 423 ; uporl* the dentil of Abdcflah, the son 

Abaft, the Saracen, heroism of *tis widow, 71,# of Zobcir, he becomes entire master of the 

A bar Ebn Said killed, 197 ; courage of his wife, w hole Saracpnical Empire, 4^6 ; causes the 
*98. Abbas, the sou of Sahel, 245 i circum- , Upt Arabick Tnoney to be stamped, 43fZ : 
vents Serjabil, 411. dies, 439 ; his nick -names, 440 ; his dream, 440. 

Abbassides, elevation of 'he house of, to the Abdol Moiaileb : the rfganclfather of the pro- 
office qf caliph of the Saracens, 121. __ phet Mahomet, his history, 15. * 

Abdallah, his excursion to plunder the fair of Abdo’rahman, Abubeker’s son, 17$. » 

Abyla, 73 ; bis African expedition, 74. Abdurrahman, the son of Melgenf conspires 

AbdaJmatcK, caliph of theVaracens, refuses against AJi, 320. # 

tribute tp the emperor of Constantinople, Abdurrahman, the son of Chlcd the Great, 
and establishes a national mint, xi6. poisoned by Monwiyah’a order. 346, 

Abdalrahman establishes his throne at l^or- Audot^ahtnan raises a formidable power 
dova in Spdfn, xxo: spleudouf of his court, % against Hejage, 434 ; rathe* than fall into 
124 ; his estimate $f his happiness, 125. his hands, hft kills lumself, 435. 

Abdel aziz, the Saracen, bis treaty with Thco- Ab^beker, the friend of Mahomet, is one of 
demur, prince of Spain, 106 ; his death, 107. lus first converts, 27 ; flies from Mecca with 

Abderame, his expedition to France, and vie- him, 28; succeeds Mahomet as caliph of 

tories there, no ; his death, 120. the Saracens, 45 ; his character, 56; chosen 

SVbdo’llah Ebn Anis, aai. Abdo*llah Ebn caliph, or immediate successor of Mahomet, 

Hodapha taken prisoner, 279 ; released, 381. 162; was Mahomet’s father-in-law, 163 j 

Abdo’Uah Ebn# Jaafar goes with 500 men to invades Babylonia and £yria, *68 ; dies, 

Bair Abi'l JCouos, 220; is relieved by Caled, 203 ; his Trill, 203 ; reduced the chapters of 

222. • the Alcoraft into one volume, 203 ; his cha- 

Abtlo’llah Ebn Kort, 244. Abdo’ilah Ebn racter, 204 ; and age, 205- 
Said, 298 ; removed from Egypt, 302. • Abudar Alacadi rails at €)thman,%oo, t • 
Abtlollah, the sou of Abbas, 307 ; Governour Abu Ayub / hit history, and the veneration 
of Arabia Faalis, 308 ; dissuadeth Hosein i n paid to his memory by die M ahometans, a 1 5. 

vain from %gmplymg with the invitation of Abu Caab commands the Andalusian Moors 
the Irakins, 3^8. who subdued the iskmd%f Crete, 13a. 

Abdollah, the sod of Arnrou, studierh the Abu Hobetrah, 200. Afcu Hureirah,Ithat is 
prophet JMnicl in zEgypt, 386. father of the cat,) one of Mahomet’s com- 

Abdollah, the son of Hantefeh* carries along- panions, a great traditionist, 356. 
with him eight of his sous on an embassy Abu Jyub is killed before Xk»hs>tantinople, his 
to Yczid, 388* Abdel lah, the son of Haziro, tomb in great veneration to ihi« day, 349. 

^akes the messenger that brought a letter Abulfeda, his account of the splendour of ihg 
to bribe him, eat it, 424. * caliph Moctader, 124, 

Abdollah Ben Salem, a Jewish rabbin ; his Abu’l Mogeirah, put to death by Ziyhd, 352. 

conjecture concerning Mahomet, 343. # Abulpharagius, on wisdom and learning* 19& 

Abdullah, the *on*of Zobeir, refuseth to ae- Abu'lpharagius, a Christian physician, who 
knowledge Yezid’s title, 335 ; upon Hosein ’s wrote a lelrncd history in Arabick ( fri>mihe 
death, he declareth tmblkkly against him beginning of theMCrid to his own time, 308, < 

at Medinah, 38s; besieged in Meccan, 390 ; AbuMpheda, Punpc on-Iamah us Syria* noted , 
repents himself that, he did not upon histonan#Bd geographer, 204. 

Yezid’s death go into Syria, 391 ; acknow- Abu Musa AUshari, 208; 308 ; 1$ made, ode of 
lodged calbH, , 395 i imprisons Mohammed thef arbitrators between All and Moawty am, 

iBen Hartiphiyhh in the Zemrem. 412 ; is 223 ; outwitted Ay Arnrou, famous for Ins 

terrified by the Hoseimans at Meccan, 483 1 , hamo^W ymee; , 
his grave speech to the people upon th# Abu Obeid sentby Ye«d into Irak ? 206. ’ 
occasion of his brother Muaab’s death, 420 ; Abu*Ob<fidah, general m army in, Syria, 771; 
beaded in Meccah by Hejagc, 423 ; c#u- m removed *7* 5 JnS, abstinence. 195 ; gentle 
v - ragious behaviour of has mother, 404 i and,, disposition, »x>; contest with Qiiai about 
himself. 426 ; Ida chatacter, 427. m * . ; * . , ! , suirender Of Bamascus, 202 i modesty, 217; 

AbdohwHick proclaimed caliph, 409; kaU$ I, fe IfiMn made »n %na, unv^s 

Atnrou, Um son of Said, 4*7^ uses his Hems, 235 ; sends a stimm^ tOjenisafem, 

:■ utmost appli<s4ion xo gain the eastern part .252 ; tak<wAguoch y 977; hia death, 588, , 

M the empire, 418 ; takes possession of Ann of jMojmaf oonepirea U14 
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death of Mahomet, a8 ; battles of Beder and 
Ohud, 33, 34; besieges Medina without, 
•success, 34 surrenders Mecca to Mahomet, 
and receive* hiiji as a.prophctj 35. 

Abu Sophyan c 248 ; proved to be the father of 
Ziy&d, 344. 

AbuTaherJ the- CarmaAiaf^ pillages Mecca, 

AbyJa, the fair of, plundered by the Saracens, 
75* Accah, 242. , 

Adam, believed by the Mahometan? ¥0 have 
prayed inM ah onset's name, 245* 

» Adcrbijan, ,204 ; the p^Bvince of, ^94. 

Adi, the sorryf Hat hem, shot to death, 410. 

Adjuration, or oaths, how regarded by the 
Mahometan*, 234. 281. *• * 

Africa, invaded by the Saracens, 93 ; conquest 
of, by Akbah, 05 ; dgclinc and extinction of 
Christianity there,* m; revolt and inde- 
penoencejaf the Saracens there, 139. 

Aglibites, the Saracen dynasty of, 140. 

Ahmed Eon Ased, 232. Ainwerdah, 294. 

Aiaiadinf the decisive battle of, between the 
Saracens and the Greeks, 69, , 

Aja, art impregnable castle in Arabia, 371. 


441 


07, Akreba, 167. * 

Awnnaph, his prudent, honest, and cou- 
rageous answer to Moawiyah, 357. 

Alashiar seir.es the strong castle of Cufah 

• by surpare, 3 J 7- 

AIa$i, Arabick name of the Oroutes, 177. 
Alboch&ri, the gwat collector 0% the tradi- 
tions of Mahonnit, 540. 

Alchemy studied by Caled, son oT Yezid, 39°- 
m Alcoran, when collected into one volume, 203. 
at Alcppians, submit to Abu Oheidab, 262. 

Aleppo, siege and capture of, by the Saracens, 
80; is recovered by the Greeks, 145 ; 177 ; 
castle of, besiege^, 263 , taken, 267 
Alexandria is taken by Amrou the Saracen, 
88 ; the famous Jibfary destroyed, 90 ; be- 
sieged, 291; taken, 292; retaken, 298 ; taken 
again by the Saracens, 599. 

Alfaqui, 204; Ardbick for chief doctor, or 
1 religious superintendent, anti still in use 
* ataong the Spaniards. 

Alfinadir, 2251 is surrendered, 260, 

Algebra, by whom Invented, 128* 

Alhamman, a Persian general, 208. 

AU/joms* Mahomet in hiywopl^eficaJ mission, 

• a? ; his heroism, 35 h Ins character* 45 ; is 
chosen caliph of the Saracens, 46 ; devotion 
paid at his tomb, 50 ; his posterity, 50 ; 

proclaimed caliph, 306} pur Sues %Vyesha, 
Telha, and Zobeir, 3x3 ; routs them, 320 ; 
discovery well by the «$irit of prophecy, 
3®x ; engages Moawiyfth’s forces at Seffean, 
322 ; leaves his cause- to arbitration, 323 ; 
defeats the Caregim. 3^ ; is killfed, 
stran ge ^t hings related of him, 332 ; hisrf 
' bonkPSSRl wise saying 333. „ . „ _ 

AH, Hoscin’s son, answereth the caliph ^ead 
' put 2>f the Alcorap, 380. * •* 

■ Ali, son of Abu TaJcb, cafididatefor the Cali- 
phate, 163 ; is disposed atjh&adiisappomi- 
r 164; prays at Mahomet* toi%b for 


Abdo’llah’s good iouiney, 245 ; persuades 
Omar to go tc|the siegd'of Jerusalem, 253; 
a»SiSis Otnman in his troubles, 302. 
Aljabiyah, thechicf gate of Damascus, 195, 
Allah Acbar, God is most mighty ; expression 
used by the Arabians, when they have good 
success in battle, 175* 

I Almech^i* makes his appearance at Cufah, 
pretending to rev^n^b the death of Hoscm, 

, 399 ; imprisoned. by Obeidollah, 402 ; 

saluted caliplj^ by a party, 409 ; destroys 
^losein's enemies, particulnfty * Shamir, 
Amqr, Caulah (or IiaulaK) and Adi, 4x0; 
endeavours to cucumvent Abdullah the son 
* of Zobeir, Ao ,* causes a throne to be par- 
ried into tlie battle, pretending th^t 1 here 
, was a mystical power in it, and th^ it was 
of the same .service as the Agk was,to the 
children of Israel, 413; but is beaten and 
killed by Mnsab, 4x4. * 

Almogcirah, the son of Satd, 307; brings 
Ziyiul in*> Momviyah's interest, 343, 34 ;, 
Almohrilleb, MusaVs. lieutenant over Persia, 
414 ; bantered by the ‘ Separatists, 422 ; 
death and character, 432. 

Alipotasenm t^e caliph, 27 6, j* 

Almothanna joined with Abu Uneid, and sent 
into Irak to subdiufthe rebels, 206. 
Almnndir, one of the ambassadors from Me* 
diimh, gives a bad character of Yezid, 387. 
Alkadarii, a sect of the Moiazeli, 392. 

Alola, reduces the rebels in Bahhrcin, 167. 
Alphadlo'bnn’l Abbas, 269. * 

Alwakidi, author of the history of the Saracens’ 
Conquest of Syria, 209. * 

Amer, son of Rephaa, turns Christian, 27 4. 
Amer, ^lie son of haed, marches against 
Hosein, 372 ; engages him, 375 ; and tram- 
xflcs him into the ground, 378 ; afterwards 
killed by Alniochtar, 410. 
Amiro’lMumenina, Emperor of the Belicvcis; 

a litle first used to Omar, 2^* 

Amnia r Ben Jassar, the death of, 322. 

Amtnar Ebf! Yafer, 301; one of the murderers 
of the caliph Oihman, 304. * 

Amorium, siege rand destruction of, by the 
caliph Motasscm, 136. 

Amrou, his birth and character, $4 ; bis inva- 
sion and conquest of Egypt, 83 ; his admi- 
nistration thcnc, 91 ; his graphic description 
of the country, 92. 

fArarou, the, son of undertakes to 

assassinate Amrou Ebno’l Aas, 339 ; kills 
Charijah in the room of him, 330. 

Am rot* Ben Tamux, being provoked by Ali, 
kills himself in a passion, 320. 

Amrou, the son of Said, rebels against A'p- 
dolmdlick, ±ts : is killed, 447 : . his wife’s 
answer to Abdolmvlick, 417* 4 

Amrou, the son of Haretb. report of his con- 
* versation with AbdoliwHiek, 420. 

Amrou E’bno'l Aas sent into Palestine, 171 ; 
conference with Constantine, 282 j takes 
Cmsarea, 287 1 invades iEgypt, 388 * takas 
$ Mtsra, »9o ; Alexandria, 292 ; and Ttipolis 
in Bafbary, 294 ; deprivdU of his commis-' 
sion, 298 j restored to it. 298 ; retake* Alex*, 
andria, 399 ; assists Moawiyah, 33a j, is 
made one of the arbitrators between Ali 
and Moawiyah, 333 ; cajedes Aha 
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/A7>fer. 


I'ttabo'ssalaxjiah, St. Mark’s Gate at Damascus, 
* ' 

1 Bagdad, reynl residence of lly Abbasside"., 
i2x; the lailen staiie of tit® enliphs of, 142. 
'Bahfirein, a seaport on golf of Ur^tfus, 167. 


3?4 ; abused by# Arwalj, ihe daughter of 
Jhircth, 361 ; hi$ ebaracte# 34a. 

Anastatius If., emperor of Ocnstantiuopl", 
his preparations of defence against the 
Saracen invasion, 116. 

Andalusia, derivation of the name. iox. 

Andrew, the eunuch, causes Sergius, his .. . , 

rival, lo be casttutGcV 360. * for the weighing of the good 

Angels are affirmed by fh£ Mahometans to actions of men, 365. * . . 

assist them in battle, ,236. Baade, <f.]tc son of Abdallah, conspires against 

Anvars, an *\vabick word, ©which signifies M cawiyeh, and stabs him, 3ap k H ■ 

helpers, the inhabitants of Medmah^distlh- Baibarv, the Moors o£ inverted to behove 
quished by that name, 162. • . the Mahoiftetairfaitlif 59. Laifiah, «94- 

Antioch, is redilfced by the Sar^etis, and ran-J Basil, his account of .Mahomet, abo ; he Lt 
ssmed, 8r ; recovered by the Greeks, 145. trays Tyre* tfh. > , . 

Antioclt, city of Syria, called by the Arabians l Bavsora, its foundation and situation, ot. 

Anths&ia, 177 ; taken. 277. * Beaer, battle of. between Mahomet tutu Ins 

Anushtirwaa, Sumamed th; 1 Just, a great king kinsmen, the koreisit^of Mecca, 33 
of the Persians, 328. Bedouins, the, of Arabia, their mode oMik-, 4. 

l \ • >, ■ * ^ • *■ - m * *- ,l * »\ ■ t t il — . .-L. L all r * 


Arabia, its situation, soib and climate, 3; its 
division into the Sandy, the btany, and the 
Happy, 4; the pavto«#*Arjdis, 4; their I 
horses and camels, 5 ; cities of, $ ; man- 
ners and customs of the Arabs, 5 ; their 
language, 10 ; their benevolence. 11 ; his- 
tory and description of the CaSba of Mec&i, 
is : religions, *3 ; doctrine of Ma- 
homet, 141 conquest of, by Mahomet, 38 ; 
character of the caliphs, 59 ; rapid conquests 
of, 60 ; limits of their conquests, 113 ; three 
caliphs established, 123 ; introduction of 

% learning among the Arabians, 126; their 
progress in tile sciences, 127 j their literary 
def ‘ *, ^29 ; decline and fall T die 
caliphs, *38, 139. 

Arabians, the, upon Mahomet’s deatl^ rebel, 
ami are subdued by Caled, 164. 

Arucah, a town taken by the Saracens, 175* 

Ar.ifal, a mountain near Meccah, necessary 
to be visited in order to the performance of 
a regular ataitnage, 424. Arjsh, 288. 

Aristotle, his logic found to be better adapted 
to the detection of error, than*for the dis- 
covery of truth, 127. 

Ark, of thte children of Israel, pretended to 
l>e imitated by Almochtar, 413. 

Anawendan, 2^8. Arrestan taken, 240. 

An* ah, the daughter of ttqrcth, her abusive 
language to Amrou Ebno’l Aas, tfx. 

Arzbrotdocht, Queen of the Persians, 307 


Bedouins, . — , T ., 

Beirout, 242. Belal libn Rehab, • Mahoiucl'% 
Muez/mi or Cryer, 281, • 

Bells me not used by the Mahometans, 857. 
Ben Arthah, one of Moawtyali’s generals, 
328 ; his barbarous entity, and the ven- 
geance that soon followed it, 329. 

Black Sjagle, the standard of (Salpds, 234. 
Blessed Cap, s ( cap which Caled wore, called 
sa as it bad received Mahomet's blessi ng, 222 
Blind man hung upon a gibbet for affronting 
Obcidollah, 379. Boheirah, a monk, 386. 
Bosra, the siege of, by the Saracens, 67. 
Bostra, city of Damasccna, betrayed, 175. 
Bowides, the Persian dynasty of, if?. 
Byzantine, riic, Historians, m 2. 

Caab, a Jew, who turns Mahometan, 25^ 


Caaba, or temple pf Mecdh, described, re i 
the idols in, destroyed by Mahomet, 38. 
Caab Ebn Dam&rah engages wiAi Youkinua, 
z6r. 

Cadesia, decisive battle of, between the 1 Sara- 
cens and the Persians, 60. 

Cadijah, Mahomet's mistress first, afterwords 
his wile, who first raxed his fortunes, and 
Was the first person that Relieved him, to be 
inspired, 163. Cadijah, her marriage with 
' Mahomet, 15 ; is *coimated by him, to Ins 
new rejigiow, 2 6; her death, 2 $ } Ma- 
homet's veneration for her mcnidryy 44 * , * 
Cahina, queen of the Moors of Africa, her 
. , policy to expel the Arab$, too, ... 

deposed by her subjects, 208. 1 Cajroan, the city of, founded by the Arab® if i 

Asamah Elm BdcJ? 224* AstachAr, spriest* 1 the kingd^of Tunis, fy. . !.». .. 

Seat to treat with the Saracens, 337, t 
Astrology, why cultivated by the Arabian 
astronomers, 1 aB. Ayacl Ebq Gamufi, 375. 

' Avesha, Mahoipet’s youngest and bbat be- 
loved wife, rfi*; much respected by the 
Mahometans, .170 ; her house was Rrehc- 


Caled deserre fronyhe idolatrous Arata to th^ 
party of Mahomet, 2 $ ; his gallant con#u& 1 
at the battle oBMuOfc, 39 ; his victories m »4 
dor the gallph Abubekjiri 59 ; attends the 
Saracsn army on the Syrian expedition, 66 > 
his valour at the siege of Damascus, ot* 
distinguishes himself at the batUc of Aizna* 
din, 70 ; his crud treatment of the refugees 
from DamgscuSt n* t Joins in plunderUtg tna 
, f«r ofi*Ab)da, commands ^the Saraq^s 


y^mak, 77; his< 


. ther of the tmtUtub 350. * a m rpc oawse 01 vn , , . . 

Asai^kites, sworn enemies to all Government Caled t the son of Aaid, a maitageflliS- 
' 1 to the House ofOmmiyah" _.m€tck ia BasoEah, 4 : 


- aim particular! wti 


v iis ; tboircruefejtJS, ; they rise a£ihist Cal^stht 
$oj% f but are 427. ■■ , ’ W 1 4 

I Baal bee, descrifrttqoxOl the mn* of, 75, t f 408. JG 
Bh.dbec. or cifcv of HdionbHs. : sum- Caled Eh 


^h-ilbce, or city of; HdiopolU, l sain* 
,, jNdaed to surmder, a'3X'* suxTqpders, 236, 


,Ule 4 % atehhnYi 
4 f, Hakem, 
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365: routs Moseilamnh the false prophet* Curse coiWomamopgstithe Arabians: May 
* 167 ; invades Irak, 16S; is ma,de genera) in your mothciAc childless of you, 370. 

Syria, *7*4 beats the Christians at Ajiiadin, Cyprus invaded by the Saracens, ago. 

190 ; enters Damascus, 301 : content^ with Dair AbL'i Kodos, the Monastery of he holy 
Abu Ofteidhb, &o » ; pursues the Damascens, Father, 219. 

272 ; destroys th^m^ aj.4; his commence, Damascens, or inhabitants of Damascus, sally 

S deprived of his cowimisSion, 219 ; in- out uflon the Saracens, 784 ; inclining to 

As the governour of JCinnisrin, 230 ;* siirrAidcr are hindered by Thomas, 197 : 

Jabalah tEbno‘> Ayham, 244 ; has a surrender to Atm Oboidah, 201 ; go out of 

conference with Malian, *246 ; cownmftls alf Damascus, 209 ; overtaken, murdered, 216. 

the batilh.of Yemrouk, 247 ; •elievcs the Damascus, sfegc or by the Sa«ac#ns,fi8: the 

, Ateppums, 263; Subdues the country as far 0 dtv reduced both by storm and by treaty, 
as Eupftieues, 378 f his death, # 288. . 71 .777; is besieged, 778 ; taken, 2or. 

Caliph, in Arabiek, signifies successor, 205. 1 > Dames is employed by Abu'Oboidah to take. 
Caliphs of tjje Saracens, charncier of, 58 ; the castle of Aleppo, 241 ; takes it, 24 f ; is 
their rapid conquests, 59 ; "stent and i#nver # taken prisoner, 275 ; his strange escape, 27O. 
of, xi 3 J triple division of the office, 123; Dames, the Arab,' his gallant dfcterprise 
they patronize lejgfting, 126 ; decline aiid against the castle of Aleppof 81. * 

falHif their empire, 739. David, 237, David, na\pe of a Christian, tpi. 

•Calli'iicus df Heliopolis, assists in defending Daniel, the prophet produced to prove the 
Constantinople against the Saracens, by his greatness of the Saracenical Empire, aor. 
chcmkal inflammable compositions, 116. Decrees ojTGod^32, 356, 269. 

Coleus, one or Heraclius’s generals, 177 ; Dehac, the son of Kais, favourer of AbdolUH 
taken prisoner bp Calcd, 179? killed, 1S0. the son of Zobcir, 275; 395 ; killed, 396. 
Camel, the, of Arabia ; described, 5. # Derar EJma'l Anvar beheads Malec Ebn 

Carcgites, or* Karegites, Separatists^ re volt I'lowcirah *165 ; is taken priftaer, afia ; anil 9 

against Ali, 325 ; defeated, & 6 . • rescued, 183 ; rcqpv^s his sister Can lab, 

Carmath, the Arabian reformer, his character, who was taken prisoner, 187 ; destroys 

13G ; and his military exploits, 137. Werdan’s ambuscade, 191 ; his spiglit to the 

Carthage, is reduced and pillaged by Hassan Christians, 209 ; kills the Prsefect of Tri* 

the Saracen, 97 ; subsequent history of, 98, polis, 222 ; is put into a chest at Ar res tan, 

Caesarea, the city of, 242 ; surrendered, 287. 240 ; taken prisoner, 244 ; has a contest with 

Caulah, Be of extraor- Scrjahil about the spoil of a Christian, 24U; 

dinary courage 185; arms the jvomcn, and is taken prisoner by Haim* 271; narrowly 
stands upon her own defence, 186, escapes death, 273 ; his character, 70. 

Chemistry, the art of, from whom derived, 129. Dir 207. Division of world by Noali, 282. 

Children, named Salem out of respect to the Drachma, a coin used among the Arabs, and 
f name of Silcm the*on of Ziyad, 397. by them called Dirham, 204. 

Christians, the, beaten at Ajnadin, 193 ; were Dream, the, of Abdolmdhck, 439 ; of Hejage, 
reckoned by the Mahometans as the army 423 ; and of the mother of Shebib, 434. 
of the devil, 243^ Du’lhhagjah, last month of AmlAm year, 22O. 

Coin, when first stamped by the Arabians, 432. Dust thrown at Ziyitd, 351 : at Obeidollah, 354. 
CoUyridian heretics, *n account of, 18, Earth, reasen why the Mahometans sit upon it 

Colossus, the, of Rhodes, some account of, 84, rather than upon seats, 24A 
Conception, immaculate, of the Virgin Mary, Eclipse of the s*m occurs upon tire attempt- 
the doctrine of, 4 pm Whence derived, 20. ing to remove Mahomet’s pulpit, 35a 
Conditions upon which the Christians may live Ehwas, a tetri lory of the kingdom of Persia, 208. 

• under the rules of Mahometans, 25C, Elmakin, 203 ; a Christian author, who woitc 

Constantine, the, Church, 257. in AraUfck on the laws of the Caliphs, 

Constantine the Emperor Heraclius’s son, Emaus. city of, visited with the plague, 288. 

243 ; conference with Amrou, 282; goes to .Empire* (in this history is to be understood 
Constantinople, 2 §7 ; is emperor, 298, only of the Eastern pair or it), is tributary 

Constantine VJCI., his cautlcms gainst disco* to the Hunns in Mauritius lus time, 167. 

vering the secret of thiTGreek fire, 1x6. Enemies of God, was a title which the Maho- 
ConsUntittopJc, first siege of- by the Saracens, metans give to all people that arc of a differ-* 
114; second &icge c by the Saraccaas, 246. cut religion from themselves, 234. 

Cophties, Egyptian Christians, 288 become Ernies, duke of Aquitaio, repels the first Sara^ 
•tributaries to the Saracens,' ago. cen invasion of France, xzS ; implores the 

Cony of th* Alcoran, whictovas written at the aid of Charles Martel, up; and Recovers 

command of Othmanethe caliph, seen by hfc dukedom, tso. 
one of our authors, 346.- Eutychius, the Patriarch of Alexandria, who 

Cbsroes, the great king of tile Persons, *88, wrote its annals in Arabick, 204. 

2o9. , n Fdrganah, a city ro Persia, 259, 

Crete, ifcsiQSile of, subdued by the Saracens, fifth of all the sybils reserved for the CaJfpIt, 

85: is recovered by Nicephoros Phocas k r44. according to a precept in the Akoraiy 323, 
Cteriphon, city of, sacked by Saracen^ *$r, Figures, numeral the occasion of their first , 

CufjL dtp of the province ot Irak, 296. public and familiar use# nfr . ‘ . 

C ufiahg they assist Ail 377 ^itrwite Hosein Fire, Greek, the Saracen fleet destroyed by# 
to comc aml takejtbcgcvernmdTj upou him, ip the larlwur'of Constantinople, 117; is 
^4; their deceit^! character, 3^8. ; long preserved as a secret, 118. ' 
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France, invasion of, by the Saracen^ 117. Ueier, character and behaviour, 346; death ,348. 

Gossan, a tribe of Christian Aif)bs, 9C4, H ehopolis, city of, taken *by the Saracens, 76. 

Generosity, Arabian, striking instances of, xo, Hell, according to Mahomet, described, 36. 
troths, notice of the, 167* Hems, a famous city of, Syria, formerly called 

Greeks, in this history, does not Only signify ■ Emcssa, 177 ; makes a trudfe with the Sara- 
person# bom in Greece, but those which cens, 223; is besieged, 238; surrendered, 242. 
were in the Grecian Emperor's service, un- Heraclirs, invasion o£ his provinces by tpe 
less any other natiop be specific so in Saracens, 69 ; flKs from Syria, 83. 
the Latin authors the Roman soldiery was “ clius, Emperor, 161 ; resides at Antioch, 
called Romans, though consisting of seve- . 177 ; his wardrobe av Dantuscus, 209 ; raises 
ral different-nations. G a gre^^rmy, 242; departs to Consiami- 

Grecks, their barh^rity revenged at Yermouk. nople, ; reported by the .SLracens to 
249; surprise Alexandria, 2920300 have died a Mahometan/ 276. 
make an incursion into Syria, 417, Herbts, a Christian* ofliodf at Damwtfccus, 203 ; 

Gregory, praefect of Africa, wfd history of ' leaves Damascus, 209 ; is killed, 216. Hcr- 
him ax,d of his daughter, 93, 94 bis, governfdw^ of Baalbec, rejects Abu 

Hadramtrt, a province in Arabia, famous for <■* Olfiadah’s summons, 231 ; behaves bravely, 
franki&cense and myrrhe, 1:77, 282, 232; besieged in a monastery, 233; makes 

Hagi’s, reverenced arnoi yst the Maho- ai tides for Flaal bee, hpd is dismissed, 236 ; 

metans, and who they arc, 315, killed by his own men, 237, * 

Haim, Jabalah, Ebno'l Ayhain's son, 270. Hi rah, a city of Irak or Ikibylnmd, a league- 

Hakem obeys the text of ni|j? Alcoran in op- wrst from Cufn, taken by Calcd, ija. 
position to Ziykd’s command ; and his re- Iloiunn, the war of lltc, 38. 
markable death, 345. Hormisda's, the king of the Persians, aod. 

Hamadanites, the Saracen dynasty of, who Horseman, Saracen, receives thrice as much 
ruled in Mesopotamia, 142. „ of U*r spoil as a footman, 250. 

Hamah, 230- Hamgoritcs, a title of the Ara- IToisc*iJT>f Ardbia* their p«. ouh:« qiulhic 1 ' * 
bians, supposed^ to oe ^descended from the Hooein, Alt's second on, 24 *>, 331 das^t’. 10 
ancient Amalckites, 185. ad now ledge \ c/id's title, 355; invited by 

Hamsa, the uncle of Mahomet, 167. the Cufiaus, 364; complies, 

Hani, a favourer of Hosein, 366 ; killed. 368. ceptcd by Uarro, 370; engaged by Simmer 
jfaphsah, one of Mahomet’s wives, Omar’s and Amcr, 375; is killed, 51, 377 ; and tram- 

daughter, 162 ; intrusted with the authen- pled into the ground, 378; alight sticams up 

tick copy of the Alcoran, 204. over his head all the night, and vjlute birds 

Happiness, instance how little it depends on hover ov*r it, 377 : lofib, worketh a 

power and magnificence, x 25. Hairan, 219. miracle, titles, 382 ; devotions and pilgrim- 
Hareth Ebn Caldnh, 203. ages, his answer to his father Ali concern- 

Harmozan, the Persian satrap, account of ing the divine love, 383 ; superstitious 

hLs interview with the caliph Omar, 64. *' observation of the drfjr "of hist-death, 381 ; 

Harro meets with Hosem and intercepts him, lamentation of the penitent"- at his tomb, 4 >0 

370 ; repents, and joyns with him, 375, Hosein Wacs, a paraphrast upon the Aleman, 

Harun nl Rashfd, the caliph, his successful 334, 403. Hermans, /that is the paiii- 

wars with the Greek empire, x^p. sans of Hosein,) go to Meccah and terrify 

Hasan, eldest son of Ah, 245; taxeth his Abdollah the son of ZSbdr, 44. 
father’s conduct, 3x3: succeeds his father, Hottinger, 27*. Ho- cin bcs-Yeges Meccah, 390. 
333 ; resigns to Moawiyah, 337; his cha- Hud, 243; thu eleventh chapter of the Ateo- 
ractcr, *38, 339, 340; and death, 338.. ran beai's his name; be As the same peitou 

Hassan, tjie Saracen, conquers Carthage, 97. which we call Eber, If unns, 167. 

Hiftred, the, existing between the families of Ibrahim, son of Alashtar, fidelity toMusab, 413 
the Omtniyah and Abbas implacable, 383, Ikishiditcs, the Saracen dynasty of, 142. 
Haula carries Hosein's head to Obeidollah, Ikrimah the Saracen, fights desperately in 
1 378 ,* and is failed by Almochtar, 409. ( hopes of paradise, and is killed, 241. 

Heads, the respect paid to the heads Of Inikian«, influenced by AbdoJmrflick, betray 
friends' is. washing, embalming, wrapping Musdb the son Zobcir, 419; then rebel 

up in clean linen, and decent burial, ^24. against Hejagc and, are beaten, 427, 

Hegira, the sera of, when and how fixed, 2$. Irak, the same t$*act of land which is called 
Hegirah, an Arabick word which signifies Babylon#: by Ptolemy bounded on the 

flight, and with the article A 1 added to it, northern part by Mesopotamia, on the West 

denotes particularly Mahomet’s flight from by the Arabian depart ; on the south partfy 

Meccah to Medina!* ; from which timqJ.be by the Persian partly by |S;«fiana, On 

Mahometans date all their Writings, 220; the east it has CheUrfetan, Sufiana, part' of 
Hejagc, the son of Joseph, an eloquent and Assyria- Media, and Choromithrena ; is first 

■ warlike captain, sent against Abdollah fbe iiVvadeti by Gated, tlw Saracen chief, id8. 

son of Zobeir, besieges -him in Meccah, plroa Bridge, 273 taken by the Saracens, 274. 
423 5 pulls down the temple oi Meccah amfi Ha, the son of Musdb, his smgutth^xouriige 
rebuilds it, 4»fl; his 4 cruelty* 42$; builds and duty toward# his father, 410. 

, 'Warn*, 436 j character, 4#$ ; death, 439. IshmaW, 28a ; the first that spoke Ambidk* 
*»*}&*» that part of Arabia lying between 283 ; which must hot be understood as tf he 
; Tihamah and Hegjdate, and bounded on was the fifst^author of that language. But 
the north by Arabta Descrta, x|7. th^first^eKson of note that lm aside the 



use of his mother tongue (Hebrew was Ish-* 
rn riel's) and exchange! it for the Arabi$k. • 
I trail, goverrtour of Damascus, 177 ta ^ en 
prisoner by scaled, anti is killelL jBo. 

J.ibalah Eb.ncdl Ayham, having turned Malic-* 
nictan, legves that profession, and qoet. into 
tljeKmperor Hera'cliffs hjp service, ^25 ; is 
.scW^o assist the guvcuiourot Kumisnn, 
230; joins Mnhpn, ih® empcn*i's general, 
243 ; is beaten by Caled, 244 ; buljj^ntrjves 
to kill tJiapCahph Othmau, ay$. 9 
Jabalah, the sou of i^yliam, a. ho was last 
king of tbf Christian* Arabs dies, 353*. 
Jacob's slows, 258. Jaloulah, vyj. 

Jarir Ebn Abdo'llali, ff.uaeen general, sent 
with supplied against l he P4&an, 20O. 
Jelak/ddins Asoynri, 253. Jesus, 1 97 ' 

Jerusalem sacked by the Pei sums, 1-67, be- 
sie\;i*l by the Sainc'Ais 250; suirendeied, 78, 
m 256; and «is supposed by tin* Mahometans 
to be tltt place where we shall be assem* 
bled at the lesurrectinn, 

Jews, tfcflse in Afahia subdued by Mahomet, 
}3 ; assi.ttho Sa^arcir tu the- 1 dilution o! 
Ii.-ain, 104: hghrfoi the Curisiiaus against 
th' .Vuacc - Damascus^ -*x» • • 

J « m> i* ' »rM, a convex ted Mahomet 1117204. 
John baptist, Sc., revei clued by M am >1 no tail?, 

4 , th ur irMition concerning him, 40;. • 
John the Gi airman an, cy j ; is esconimiinl 
caled, 204. John, the son <-f Said, attempts 
to lescue his brother Amrou, 417 , hold an- 
swer t<# Abdolmdlick, 4*9- John, You- 
kinna’s brother pciswades him to agree 
with the Arab*,, 261 ; is by hiirPkilleil, 263. 
John £imisccs,«iiis Eastern victories, 143. 
Janas, a Christian nobleman of Damascus, 
219 ; is tal^n prisoner by 1 he Saiacens, and 
turns Mahometan, an ; instigates Caled to 
pursue the Damascus, 212: loses his wife, 
?J5 : is shot at Y< rmouk, 217 ; is seen in a 
vision hyKaphi Mho Omen ah. 217. Jonas, 
imiegado of P tm..^us, story of, 72. 

Jopju, 242. Jow*’>, 310. 

Josias, a priest, who bet 1 ays Damascus, cot. 
Julian, count, offers to bill ay Kpaip into the 
hands of the Ai$bs, 102, «C-Le given by 
him to the victorious Saracen,-, 104. 
Jushijfiih, ;?2| ; a territory in Syria. 

Kaii wan built, city of, 349. 

Kois Ebn Amcr examined by the Greek 
emperor concerning the Mahometan reli- 
gion, 271. # 

Jtais Ebn Habelrah, t84*d^r. 

Ktusians, the, why so tailed, are beaten, 396, 
Kenanah, a leading family #f the Arabs, 283. 
Keramo’l Slioraik , 411 important pRc^between 
* Cairo and Alexandria, 290. 

Kcrbelah, place where Hojymwas killed, 382. 
K%imsrin,^an ancient city of Syria, a* day’s 
journey from Aleppo) is takdn, 231 ; Gohus 
takes the provincecalled by that ngme to he 
the same with Ptolemy’s Cyrrestica; be 
cau^-Jkolerny places there Hernia an# 
HierapbUs, whit* are the same which the 
Arabs ca!L Aleppo atid Meubigr, do 
both belong to the territory of Kinminn. 
Koran, of Mahomef. account& character, a*, 
Koreishse, or Komshites, an<rt>lq*rjbe among 
- the Arabs* of which Mahomet was, *82. 


Koreish, the trite of, acquire the custody of 
the Caaba awMecca, is ; pedigree of Ma- 
lioinet, 14 ; i hey oppose his pretensions to 
a prophetical character, 27 ; flight of Ma- 
homet, 28 ; battle of Eeder, 33 ; of Ohud, 
34 ; Mecca surrendered to Mahomet, 38. 
Laanahullah, which signifies in Arabick, the 
. curse #^God be uponhiin, 391. 

Labvvah, 224. Legwun, signifies quarter, 261. 

► Leon, Theouorus'fon, releases Youkinna, 260. 
Lwtei, cal till h*r the ’Greek m^sscpger that 
brought it, 424. 

I ibrurp at Alexandria burnt by Amrou, 294^ 
Jjght, streaming from the maityr Ho&em's 

head all nig#t, 378. • 

Cove, the powerful effects of describe^ 359. 
Lucas, govcniuur of cily of Aria\vend®n, 268. 
Luke, governour of A1 lladir & J^imtisiin, 227. 
T.uke, Theodorus' son, murders las father, 2C9. 
Madayen, a city of Pet'ka, 207 ; plundered, 
25H. Madayn, the capital of Persia, sacked 
by the Satacen^6i. 

Mahan, or Armenian, general of the Emper- 
oi’s foiccs, 243 ; conference with Caled, 246; 
injustice, 249 : killed at Damascus, 250. 
Mohol the city of, 298. ^ 

Mahometans, comruaiid|®l in tne Alcoran to 
kill the Cmistvinsf 223 ; under a vow, 
obliged to abstain from women, perfumed 
ointments, and not permitted to come near 
the Temple of Mcceah, 423. 

Mahomet, his genealogy, birth, and educa^ 
tion, 14; his person and character, 15; as- 
sumes his prophetical mission, 18 , incul- 
cated the unity of God, rg rhis reverential 
mental of Jesus Christ, 20; his Koran, 
21 : his miracles, 22 ; his precepts, 23 ; his 
Hell, and Paradise, 254 converts his own 
family, 27; pleaches publicly at Mecca, 
28 ; escapes from the Koreish ites there, 
29; is received as Prince ofJVledina, 30; 
his regal dignity, and sacettbTal office, 30 ; 
declares ^ar against infidels, 3f ; battle of 
lfeder, 32 ; battle of Oluuf, 32 ; subdues 
the Jews of Aiabia, 35; submission of 
Mecca to him *38 ; he conquers Arabia, 39 ; 
his sickness and death, 41 ; his character, 
42 ; his private life, 43 ; his ‘wives, his chil- 
dren, 4^; his posterity, 52 ; remarks rathe 
great spread and permanency of his reli- 
gion, 54 ; author of the Mahometan supers ti- 
i tion, and founder of the£a*ceiucal empire, 
dies, 161 ; his journey to heaven in one 
night, 163, 252, 272; his tomb reverenced 
by Ihe Mahometans, 245, 253 ; invoked by 
his followers, 261 ; what account he gave of 
his inspiration, 1271 ; his miracles, 972 ; 
he is born in the reign* 6f Anusherwan 
the just king, 228 ; spits in ^Hasan’s 
tpouth, and names him ; fondness for Hasan 
% and Hosein, 339; character .of Amrou 
Ebno’l Aas, 342 ; prophecy eo^cerniiyf the 
duration of me caliphate, 33^.; decision in 
the case of fojnicatton, 344; indulgetioe to 
• the army that should take Constaiumbplc, 
349 ; stick and pulpit, 330 ; ‘ sentence upon 
, him that should injure Medinab, 39*.' ,■ 
MahometLsm, by, what means propagated. 

109 ; toleration of Christianity under, 09, 
MaJvotnet, the son of Abubeker, made 
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lieutenant of A£gy$t, 336 * and 'Is killed, 
327. C 

Mahowiet, the son of Hannphiyah, chief of 
AH's family, 399 ; his piety, 411, 4x3; 
seized by Abdullah the son of Zobeir, and 
imprisoned in the Zemzem, dies, 434. 
Mahran, general of the Persians, 207 killed, 

Malec Alarfitar, 367 ; rebelb ^gainst Othman, 
301, 

Malec Ebn Itfaweirah, refusing to pay the 
Zacat, is killed by Caled’s order, 165, «• 

Manuel retakes Alexandria, 2*98 : and meing 
beaten, he flierfto Constantinople, 209. 
Mai-ying, the, of two sisters, isYorbiuden by 
the Alcoran, 254, 

Martel, Charles, duke of the Franks, his cha- 
racier,* iipj^his politic conduct on the 
Saracen invasion ^f France; 119 ; defeats 
the Saracens, 120 ; why he was consigned 
over to hell flames by the clergy v 121. 
Martyrs* so the Mahomctaik call all that arc 
killed in a war undei taken for the propaga- 
tion of their religion, 217; their way of 
burying them, 262 ; their maintenance in 
the other w* Id, 283. '■* *" 

Maty, Saint # the chubchgn Damascus, 202, 
Mary, Virgin, her immaculate conception, 
is borrowed from the Koran, so, 

Mauritius, the Greek emperor, 167. 

May your mol her be childless of you; a 
^common curse amongst the Arabians, 370. 
Mecca, its situation, and description, 0 ; th 
Caaba or temple of, 12 : its deliverance 
from Abrahah, 15 ; the doctrine of Maho- 
met opposed there, 27 ; his escape, aS ; the 
city of, surrendered to Mahomet, 38 : is 
pillaged by Abu Talicr, 138; the city frtyn 
whence Mahomet} fled to Medinah, from 
which it is distant to day:/ journey ; famous 
for the pik^iages of the Mahometans, 
who are all bf them obliged to go thither, 
once at least in their lives, x6a>; besieged 
by ttosein, siege raised upon the news of 
the death of Yezid, 390. , 

Medinah, formerly called Vatfneb : after Ma- 
homet's time, .Medinah. A city of Arabia 
Fetraea ; distant 30 miles from the .Red Sea. 
I&xeption of Mahomet there, ontfiis flight 
from Mecca, 29 ; is place of Mahomet’s 
burial, ifia ; taken, by Moslem, 389, 
MetUhians, theif n&nncz of deposing Yezid, 
388. 

Meisarah Kbn Mesrouk, 241; invade? the 
mountainous part of Syria, 278. (r 
Meksourah, a sort of desk first introduced 
into the Mosque bv Moawiyah, 360. 
Memphis, city ofi’ in Egypt, its situation, and 
:dncuUn by the Saracens, 8d. 

Menbigz* formerly called Hierapolis, 260, 
Mervan, SawtCert caliph, the last of the house • 
of (Jisufityak defeat a»ld death, 122, 

Met wan Ebnol Hh’akem, the caliph Ot 3 - 
mm*s secretary, 30a, * 

Merwan, the son ofTHakem, khls ^dha, 3x9 ; 'j 
made govmiOr of Medinah, 353 ; pro- 
claimed chabph at Damascus, 390 ; marries 
Yozid’s widow, 397,; she trifles him; 409 ; 
cnlWd Eb» Taridt, and why, 409. 

Mcsab Ebn Adi, 234. Ebu Mona#, 226. 


Moslem sent by Y&rid to besiege Medinah, 389. 
Mirkal, 241. Misrah, formerly ‘Memphis, 
now Cairo, qSS^tnkeit, 290. j' 

Moawiyah, the caliph, ‘and mhk «4 war against 
AH, 48 ; his character and rcSgiy 5° ; jays 
siege to Comtantmonlev 114. 

Moawiyah, (OthimnV' lieutenant . in SvwJn, 
306 ; encounters AJi at Seflein, 321 ; vtaves, 
las cause to mbit rat ion, 923 ; is wounded, 

' 32?: dtA’ligoth Hasan tq abdicate, 337; 
pioclaimcd chaliph, 34t ; owns.^ad to be 
his brother, 343 ; designs to remove Ma- 
homet's pulpit from MAIinah, 3 jay; his 'per- 
L lidious dealing between Sued the governor 
j of Medinah 19 d Afcrvvao the son of Hakem, 

r> 35 j; established! his son Yezid in the suc- 
cession of the goveiiiment, 355 ; his last 
speech, character, 3^7 ; objections made 
against him by Hasan the Jflasor bin, 338. 
Moawiyali II. proclaimed chaliph, 392; 

retinas the government, dies, 303- 
Moauivab, invades the island of t ypr t n«, 299. 
Mohajerins, an Arabick word,' which si^vtifie,? 
Flyers ; and' by that name the inhabitants 
of Mrccah nre^ distinguished from the An- 
■«ars, f ,pr inhabitants of Meihuah, because 
they bore Mahomet company in his flight 
from Mcccah to Medinah, i6«. 

Moliammed Ivbn Abibekor made lieutenant 
of the province of Egypt, 302. 

Mokaukas, lieutenant of Mis rah, 288 ; his 
berfidy, 289. Mokawkas, the Egyptian, 
nis treaty with the Sar Amroi?; 87. 
Money, when first coined amongst tl 
Arabians, and its description, 432, 

Month, a village in Arabia, 467, 

Moseilmab, an Arabian, who pretended to 
have the spirit of prophecy at tnjisamc time 
with Mahomet, 166; is killed, 167. Mo- 
stihma, an Arabian chief, endeavour*! to 
rival Mahomet in his prophetical cha- 
racter, 58. 

Moses, his laws are sai quinary when com- 
pared with those of Mahomet, 31 ; 237. 
Moslemah, the Saracen, besieges the city of 
Coustant'rople, 116. ,* 

Motasscm, the hist caliph oi the Saracens, his 
wars with the emperor Tbeophihts, 135. 
Motazcli, a sect amongst the Arabian? ; and 
whence so denominated, 307. 

. Mother of Abdallah, the sou of Zobeir her 
f conduct and courage, 429. 

Mother of the ftiithful, one of the titles of 
Ayesha, MahoxneW favourite wife, 356. 
Mother of Shebib, her uream, 434. 

Mozarabes, ^jn the history <?f Spain, what 
it is explained, txs. 

Muezzin, an Arabick word, which signifies a 
Pros co, or Crier naiad he, whoso business it 
to call the people to prayers, is di&ti'h- ' 
guwhed by this title,' 257- Muezzin, cidls 
thcbpeople to prayers, 410. 

Murder, a, which ya* accidentally prevented 
c by a maid-servant,^. tto*# 

Musdb, brother to Atidollah, the sou of 
ZobMaj is routed, 397 : is madengov'cmor of 
liasorah, 4x4! lie marchetlt again sfn Al- 
- mpehtor, 41^ 1 bte irritates the 
4x8 ; dcfegbcd^ud U killed,' 4 *#•; ' - > 
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* * 

Musa, the Saraceli, his conquest of Spain/ j Ophctrahp a woman of gffat courage, 185. 

jf>5 ; his .disgrace, "sod ; his death, 108. • Oiontes, a famous river in Syria, 177. 

Mushhaph,’ Arab? ord signify' il- I Osud Alabhasi, one that emulated, Maho- 
_ and Mth ( " th . . _ cte Ai added to met in his pretentions to prophecy, 166. 

$0 used to ofistipguish tli ; Alcoran frfn alii | Otlnnan. caliph of the Saracens, 45, Oth- 
Other vdhimes, 004. man Ebn Assau dissuades Omar fiom 

Mtisleman* Ebn Mo<fhntfcc1‘ 291 .. • going to Jerusalem, 353; is chosen caliph, 

Hosein’s cousin, *oes to Irhk, to 29^ ; away Anirou's commission, 2^7 ; 
make interest iqr him: he attacks the ' the murmurs of Uie*Saracens against him, 
castle of Cufah, is deserted, 366; Aqjoriz, 300; his death* and character, 307, Oih- 
tuken and killed, 3C8. *• man, the sonnf llmfiph, 308. 

Musriph, fnewprd, signifies in /ftabiek, ex- Qttoman, the, Emperors have their sVords girt 

# travngaip, exorbit^f. ^ _ on rf the tomb of Abu lyiib, 349. 

Mm a, fjatlle of, between trie forces of Paper, where and when tl 1 manufacture of* 
Heraelius and those of Mahomet, 39. • was first foAid out, 65. » 

Najiiri, a tiib* of the Arabiaifci} ^93. Paradise, Mahomet's, desc bed, 26 : /ho re- 

Neslorws, a Christian general, 275. * 1 wards of good men there " to th 

Nisabouriensis, a collector of the remarkable Wahumja.m superstition, 
sayings of some of Che caliphs aud kings of Paul, a Christian offi< er at Damascus, sail) 
Persia, 295, out upon the Same mis, • 184 ; killed, iyfi. 

tfochai bah, rendezvous for All’s party, 397^ Penitents, Saracen, v hy so-called, 405 , then 
Ndutuhn, me “son of Bashir's speech, for which lamentation aljlas ;in's tomb, 407. 
he ^deposed from the lieutenancy of Pei 1a, 1 *f, by iiph Ab 

Cffian, 365 ; conducts the . ladies fi om 59 ; battle of Cadesia, 60 ; sack of Ctesi- 

Damascus to Mtdinah, and refuseth their phon, 61; conquest of, by the Saracens, 

present of jewels, 381; sent, by \*zid 141 6jl the* hfagian religion supplanted by 

compose the tumults at Mhdymh, sbf? Mahomctism, m; p^wer 01 the Arabs 

Oaths used by the Mahometans, 2d?, 249. crushed by the dynasty of the Ilowidcs, 142. 

Obridollah, the son of Ziyhd, made lieu- Persians, nssertors of the right of Ali, as the 
tenant of CUorasan, 354: and of Cufah, only immediate lawful successor of Mai n>- 

363 ; treats Hosciti's head contumJiously, met, 163 ; bad before Mahomet's time con- 

378; by an insurrection of the Cubans and nuer'd Syria (and Egypt), 167 ; beaten b^ 
Xlasoriauf against him, he is forced to retire the Arabians, 208; their date or a>i a 

into Syria, 392; cuts Sol y man and his whence, 208 ; subdued by the .Saracens, v</\ 

penitents all Jto pieces, 40^ marches Peter, a Christian officer at Ddba&cuR, sallies 
against Cufah, $ beaten and kiyed, 413. j^on the Saracens, 184 ; killed, 

Ohud, battle of, between Mahomet and Abu Phat email, Mahomet's daughter, and wile of 

# Sophian, the prince # of Mecca, 34, Ali, 161, 163 ; persuades her sister Ze... 

# Okail, Alt’s brother, deserts to-Moawiyah, 329. gtve to. the guide their jewels, 381. Pha- 

Okbah punisheth Mahometan recreants, 349, temite caliphs in /Egypt, pretended to ho 

Oman, part of Arabia, lying upon the Persian descended from Pbatemah the daughter of 

sea, 177; which in sometimes Called Am- Mahomet; their descent uolf allowed by the 

man, but there is another Amman in Syria. learned, 3^1. 

Omar, caliph of tfce Saracens, 45; his cha- Pheljan Ebn Zcyad, 199. 
racier, 58; his journey to Jerusalem, 79 ; Phirouz kills Omar, 296. Phocas, ifh. 
candidate for* the caliphate after Maho- Pulgcons m the Hast carry letters, 268. 
mot's decease, i<®>; swears yo AWbeker, Pillar, erected to preserve the peace occasions 
if>3 : compels Ali to do the same, 164 j says disturbance, 228. Plague id Syria, 2S8. 

» prayers publicly during Alubeker’s sick- Prayer of Hosein, 371,377; and his pcnitmJs 
ness, 293 ^appointed caliph by Abubekcr’s 407 ; saia at Almochtnr’s ark, 413. 
will, 203 z inaugurated caliph," 203 j first in- Prayers among Mahometans five times a day, 
tituled Ainiro’l Mumenina, or emperor of t 276. » > 

the faithful, 303 : sends his forc^jp into Irak, Predestination, influence of the doctrine of, on 
306 ; puts Abu Obeidalv*to commission in conduct of the Saracens end Turks, 32. 

* CifledrS room, 218 ; aversion to Caled, 323 ; IMdeanx, author of ‘ tafe of Mahomet,' 352, 
rebukes Abu Obeidah and ihe Saracens for Princess, Iferaclius his <1 a tighter and Tboroom 
not fighting, 329; his manner o^travclliug his wife, leaves Damascus, 309; taken 
lo Jerusalem, 253 : his execution of* us t ice, prisoner, dimkw’d without ransom, p?6, . 

254, 335; he preaches, 53 ; enters Te- Prophetess, the title of Ayesha, Magomet’s 
r*6alem, *57 ; builds, a remple where So- faj^urite wife, 349. 

lemon's stood, 358; returns to Medinah Bidpit of Mahomet, reverenced by the Ma- 
frdm Jerusalem, 260 ; .wonderful deliver- hometans, 349; the sun eclipsed upon 

ance, »73 ; letter to the emperor, 279 ; Tic- flfcoawiyah's attempt to remove it, 350. 

cents of JTnleiha’s repantance> 283; his Ramadan, month «f, observed by Turks, 34. 
opiiiicfforall other hooks except the Alco- 1-tephi Ebn Abdo’Jbh is made lieutenant of 
ran, 204; killed, 293; character, 29.W § Baalbcc, 237* Raphi Ebn Omeirah, 38a,; 
Ommiyah, elation of the house of, to the takes the emperor's daughter prison st* 215-, 

office of caliph of the, Saracens, 50; why his vision of Johas, 217 ; h« is taken pri- 

> theywere'not the objects of fuj^c favour, setter, 244, Rephaa, on his sou’s turftmg 

xai; destruction oil ncfouMcore,*t 23. •. Christian, 373. 
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Resurrection, general, of the dead? the Md-. 1 ' banter Almohnlleb upon 1 the subject of the 
hometan docu iuc of, 2<b f oath of allegiance, 4 ay. 

Retalmtionin use amongthe Mahometans, 225. Sergius, who was castrated by tlie procurg- 
Rhodes, account of the colossus of, 84. ! ment of Andrew the eunwch, 4560. 

Roderic, the Gothic king of Spain, his defeat I Scrja&il Ebn Hasanah, (fonnefly Mahomet's 
and death by Tank the Arab general, 103. J secretary) goes to BoStta) ; ‘narrowly 
Romm us, governor of Bosra, who betrays j escapes, *52 ; his d$ath, a88. Serjabil Elm 
it to the Saracens, 6j 9 175. • t ; Shahhnah has *“4 contest with Der^*- < 018. 

Rome is menaced by the iWacens, 133. ] Serjabil. the son of wars, circumvented by 

Kahyah, said by Mahomet to resemble the i Abbas the son of S'Ahel, 4x1. 

angel Crftbrjp], 349. * • { Scyyid Rue Lord)’ one of Hosein’s titles, 382. 

Rustan, celebrated general of the Persians, ao?.. , Shaddad lSbno’l Aus is proclaim"*^ caliph at 
R&f lloseiu (the day of Hosein) so tlf; day j Damascus, as OmaHh representative, 219. 

„ whereon Hosein was killed is called by the 1 Shalud (the Martyr) a title of He Wiin, 382, 
Persian devotees, 3S3. • d Shaizar, city of, 230 ; is taken, 240/ * 

SabianSf their astionoiniCJil mythology, 13. Shamir bcgifi»^hc battle with* Hoseln, 395 ; 
Sacrifice^ either of camels or oxen, a solemn !c* h£ is killed by Alrqpchtar, 409. 
rite aiiongstethe Mahometans, on the tenth Shebet, odd appearance at Basorah of, 4x4. 
day of the month Moharram, 424. Shebib, a Caregite, opuses Hejage, 428 ; his 

Saed Ebn Abi Walras, 258; appointed by death, 433; his mother's dream, 434*, 

Omar one of six commissioners who were Shiites, a sect of Mahometans, their distinct 
to chuse a caliph after hr y deceJlse, 297. tion from that of the Sonnites, 4', 

Saed Ebn Amir, made captain of the recruits Sluj, the sect of Ali, 334. Sidon, 242, 
sent by Omar, a little before the battle at Sicily is conquered by the Saracens, 13*. 

Yermouk, 245 beats the prefect of Am- Sjewal, the name of the tenth month of the 
man, 246. {i J>aed Ebn Caled/ patently jk* t AraWck year, 226 
fl signs his commisslm,, 171. Slave, 0*rcstor’d tolheir proper 'masters, 350. 

Saed Ebn Sharehh, 301, * Smoak, was assign us’d by the Saracens to 

Saed Ebn Sabahh, 184. ^ gather dispers’d troops togetlior, 233. 

Saed Ebn Ze id, 233 : besieges Herbis, go- Sobeih Elm Hemzah, 280. 

vernour of Bialbec, in a monastery, 233. Society, the companions of Mahomet, were 
%aed Ebn Zend, one of those ten that had a called so by way of eminence. 356. 

positive promise of Paradise, 349, ^ Soffarides, the Saracen dynasty of, 140. 

Saiid, govemour of Medinnh, behaviour to- Sogdan, conquered by the Mahometans, 355. 

wards Merwan the son ofHakem, 353. Sonail Ebn^Sabahh, by a buach of discipline 

Saed, Oth man’s grandson made lieutenant of preserves the Saracen army, 223, 

Chorasan ; goes to and captures Samarcand, Solyman, caliph of the Saracens, undertakes 
354. the siege of Constantinople, *16, his enor- 

Safrians, a sect amongst the Mahometans* of mous appetite, arid his death, 1 18. A 

which we have no particular account, 428. Solyman, the son of Sorad, headeth a party * 
Sahel, All’s %ut. sent back from Syria, 308. of the sectaries of Ali, 397 ; his cucuiar 
Saints shall in ain't the earth, quoted by the letter, 398 ; he sets out against Obeidollah, 
Mahometans to justify their jnaking war 406 ; his lamentation at'the tomb of Hose in, 
for the propagation of religion, 231. is killed, 407. 

Saiehh, a Caregite, joined with Shebib, his Somyah, the mother of Ziy&d, 408. 

sermon, 428 ; is killed, 431.’ I Son of God deny’d by the Saracens, 2 to. 

Salem, the son of Ziyad, invades the Turks 1 Sonnites/ 1 in the Mahometan religion, their 
in Sogdan, 384 : governor of Chorasan well ! tenets, 46 i #ho those Mahometans are that 
IJRdoved, 397. SaTit sent to Iralq^oO. ; follow the tradition, 334. - ^ 

Santmth, Ziyhd's lieutenant over' Basorah, ■ Sophian, the Arab general, who commands at * 
3S* J^ne curseth Moawiyah, 354, the first siege of Constantinople, *14. 

Summides, the iSateicen dynasty of 140. $ Sophronius patriarch of Jerusalem, 252 ; is 

Saracens, successions of the caliphs of, 45; willing to .surrender th« city into the hands 

their rapid conquests, 59; conquest of of Qmar,'* 253 * jspies of the Christians, 

Persia, 6j ; siege of Damascus, 68 ^battle Christian Arabs," of them taken, 264. 
of Ycrrnuk, and conquest of Syria, 77 ; of Sozopctra, city of, destroyed by the Greek • 
Egypt, 84 ; invasions of Africa, 94 ; invade emperordtheophilus, 13s. 

Syria, 169 ; besiege Damascus, r;i ; flay Spain, fft'st introduction of the Arabs into the 
the hfcnds of the Christians, 246 ; seize the country, *02 ; defeat and death of Roderic, 

holy church at Bethlehem, and that of St, the Gothic kiv^ of, *03; conquest of, by . 

Constantine at Jerusalem, 258, Musa, 105; its prosperity 1 under the wlra- 

Sawik, foad in use among the Arabian*, 253. cens, 108 ; the Christian faith there, sup- 

Sciemie how reducible to'fdWf classes, 'njv, pSant&i by that of Mahomet, 68. , 

Smeht, the field of batde between All and -Sun, tl^e, eclipsed upon the attempting to 
^ the caliph Moawiyah, 32?. / * remove Mahomet's pulpit, 350. 

Sefwan Ebn Amh? 024,, Surmet, collection of the traditions of Ma- 

Separatfsu carry Othman*s bloody shirt into hdfyfti, 30X, • 

Syria, 308 ; they desert Abdollah the son of Superstitious observation of the day <rf 
Uobeir, 400 ; are beaten from Basorah, 402 ; Hosein\death, 3S3. 

• Swig’s fi^h forbidden in the Alcoran, 253, 
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Syria, gcncr.il descriplidb of, 74; luvodrfd, | War ai?d robbi ry, ilinii dil.'et cure. 0 War 
509; comj icred l»v tin, Sai.iccn •, 7^.67* ' uiulctlakeO t<- pio- 1 atv the Mahometan 

• Y.kIitv‘ 1, ivthe ,s.ime < jfy, v. lie’ll Mai hnnieily leligton, is < all d J* ?Iy a at, 01 the oal'Ics of 

called FuWiyfca. ij’j. . the 1 onl, a v> 

I’il'k n(«v, ‘ u dynasty of, 140. Waset, lmdi by Ht ] y-'> t 

Taixliati, a I'miTc, i'wrj. f ^ a 1 Iilk Ubn AW..',*. iLin: Lent to kid 

the Aiab, Ins *d"s V11L tm Spain, T03 ; Om.g, turns Ma!,'«m i,m, 
ennuis and kills Kodmm, the Gothic km* Wirdkia, the Gi «<•!»* go n*ial, (ideate d by the 

of, 104, Jin dfttgiat t, to-. 1^7 SaTarensar Ajj'Tia'lm, fn» m at b» tbr l 1 i.m 

tuijHioj to fvljc\'j J >.1 1 : • 1'ioLis, (bo, 1 so'i- •*, 
the *vranAs vags mid m>>n4) t^> 1 1 ' sc lh lr 
hostilities, bill i-. it .cl t'Jvl, jy j , ( 't!<.a\ mrs 
t «5 circn'mitit (. ih I, to > , whuu enta- 


the Aiab, Ins d*-s ImL tm bpam, T03 ; Uin.g, turn*, v.i!.'<ui i,m, 
cleats and bilk Kodmn, the Gothic km* Wirdkin, the bn <*k a go n*ial, 

of, 104 , iih dfr-giat •, to-;, 1-17 Sasae'ensat Aj'Tiabn., tut si.ub>t 

Tmmml, sun entered to the M.dioyiftaw, 3«;j. tnijn 101 to r* 1 Jam imais, (b 

Ta\ct, ifa siege of, b> '.'ahom-'jt, AL _ the VranAs \ eg*, mid nion^ u> 

Teebir, : 4 verU. active of the second ronjuga-g* hostilities, but 1U1 an tad, jy i , < 

ti m, Qwn Kal)L,v?h, winch bi^mfic* »jviug t «5 arcn'miiit (_ ib I, to > , \\h 

AllahVf. bar, God v> m isl mighty, ”..i, -’40^1 pn/e I'luxci f Hal to inm-Vlt, j w .p 

Tchamalj, a province of Ayjtfia, thermit. d it- I White bird niovcr nvi 1 IJ omul's tr 

ants m I reieot looked upon a gi oat sl'#nu as Wii.c, the u-.o of, , 1\ jiru'.tbi" d by 

a certain pi usage of vu ioiv, 424 * Mahomet, 1*4 , fiibnhlci pi the Aroian, a. id 

I’clha, an enemy o^AIi’s, 1-- killed, 119. the dt inking of it punish'd? . * t, |a 

Telltha Kim Zoheii favoui ’d by Acedia, 30?. Women take amis, auul d< fend i*i<:mselv< s 
" jile, flic, of Mccuil 1 *, », gainst the (hecks, 1 enutiful ami hi. ' 

Temple gl'ilie resuma turn at Jerusalem, 2^7 c>'d, c^.}iertud by tli*; T>]ah>*jnci in t in p.ua- 

Thaalaj)i\ah, aot* ; the Jauhaiian (a fainou> di >e, 217: re'ufcre Lhe b.tLl'cat \ ermouk, 149. 
.( A noiek La v^cograj-h’-i) i .aj s, ‘ Timt it 1 . •« Yali plunders the Treasmv, p3 
town 111 the rur^l to Mescalt ; which words Yauin Hose in, the day of ; the day cm 

cannot he nndeislood wuhout relation to M’iiich llosun was kilh (l, 3H 5 
the jilacc \*heie the J.nWiaiinii v\a i Jft'hei/hc 'Y.nvmutlovfn , the ci.iv of b ^idirg ; \,hy m> 
wiote Ins Li ’ 1 * 


appeals hy ln> prel u<* to that book. ^ Yard'jcrd, ek etc 

Tluuii k AUasiini. a Clmstian spy, who turns 1 u tion of the 1 
Alahometan, 268. begins at his a< 

Theodemir, a Gothic prince of Spain, copy of rentes to Ferg. 

lus tic.'ily of subinisMon to the Sarafans, 105. Yosnani di, the m 
Theodoffis, Governor of the ca .tie o( Aa/a', Atalna, faneue 
2f’7 . takes \gpikiiuu pu-ioneu uoS; aad is lainah the false 
killed by hitomn s m, jf'y • Yemen, the Aialu 

Theojihilns, tlif < ircek cm.niMf, hi 1 * Am «iian Yernwiik, a plan 
war with the caliph Mot 144 cisive battle L 

Yhirmalih^or 'rhtiTimolih^ invites lloscin to « the Saracens, 

^ the castle of Aia, 371 Ye/dcgerd, king 

Xhomu^ Herat nos Ins soil in-law, binders of tlu* fall ot ll 
the Damasteiii Iimiii surrendering, 107 • ci/ the rdigion of i 
gaging with ll^ Saracens, n, Mounded by Ye/di, hisiicativ' 
Aban’s wife, 1 i!*: goc*. out of iJanuscus, ^’c/id, 2.*. Y1/1 
sop ; and is kiMcd, 214. \e/j,l Lb:i Ala 

F] in in is o( Damascus, liis exjil- its against Saracen at i^y j 
the Saracen vdu u la ‘U, png ilw> cit\, 71, oner, 24 \ , sent 
Tunc ofignotanre, all ihcAune behne i!ic hi death, alJil. 

( advent of Mahomet, 171. gtual presence 

Toledo taken by tile Arabs, un lei T nik, rop deatl^4r a 4. 
Tomb of Abu iyub in (peat venmaiaim, 349. Ycnd, the son of 
Tomb of lloscin wotkeih a nur.ude, vG. Constantinople, 

Toulutndcs, the SkiMccn dvnasU' of, 14 ». • success ir by tl 

Tours, the battle of, between Fnatlcti Mattel limi, j(u ; bjw; 

and the Saracen iuv%*r*, u*o. anil enbrtaine 

Tripohs, a noted towm iu S'oia, 2T9; sitrpri/d 3^); semis a 


Tripohs, a noted town iu S'oia, stj; siirpri/’d 
by Youhimu’s t readier)*, 

Tripohs, nty of ifi Uarbaiy takt'n.*cy|. 
^"uleihha Kim (diowciletl, a fncntl ol ^^.)sci 
Jatnahj he false proplje*!? win > oppos'd Mu- 
• hornet, 166 , is receded into f.uoiir by the 
Saracen rulers, ebp 1 

Turkish Queon, tlie loses her bttsV»i 
Tm ks, grow powiful a ” ~ us under 

th<j^>*ic('iis, 13b, cliff th<?ir opiiiiFki 

from Lhe Peis ► die rupit’of 

the thrc^iirsL successors ol lMa'i^it, 1O3. 
Tvve taken, 287. Valencia, 204. * 


Yarchjcrd, chctcdkiug oi the i’msi ms hv a 
i u turn of the ichejs, e. >k ; tlie Peisi 111 a ra 
begins at his act e^si.-ti to the thu o, ai>y ; 
rentes to Ferganah, "40 , hr di ah, 

Yeumni di, the name ol a 1 ay and Luiuoiytiu 
Airdua, famous for b< in; the s^.d m MuG- 
lainah the l.dse jiroplu i, ^.<0 
Yemen, the Ai aim I, nnm -of Ai ibia To li% , 1 77. 
Ycrnviik, a place in tsM< t, iunrais tm ,i de- 
cisive battle between the kluiiti.uis and 
* the Saracens, ; t }, c y.\ 247. 

Ye/degerd, king uf 1’usj.i, iu •ei i ,i the j».ra 
of th'* fall ot the Sis-am.in Jyn e.i\, and of 
the r-ligion of /uic.a 1 ter, p « 

Yezch, histieatis'- rtin^du iiu* lov#*, 

^'e/ul, 2. «. Vi /r di ot the S ir 1. e.i*.. yj 

Y e/i,l LbiiAbi .S)i-liju.. ... ,..v , , J cif Che* 

Saracen anijy in S> ii.i, vu; if tike *t jiiis- 
ouer, 24 \ , sent to b. u.'ge |c*ni*.d 

hi d 0,1th, Ye/id, I lip ■> Ai, Ins 

giuat presence of nund at the 
deatl^ 4 r;. w 

Ycrul, the son of Muawiyah, g-ies to b'-sie r e 
Constantinople, 44 > ; min. il li.s fath. 1 s 
success >r hy the profniF s, {-/) . su"'v;.ls 
limi, jtu ; b^vaileth L.hc d *.i»li of llos- m, 
anil enl* rtainefii the wotuiu courts, msly, 
3^) ; sends a silver eolku to ]uil about 
Abdollah tlic sou of Zobe»-'s neck, 31'u ; tlie 
antbassadois from jifedmah give him a bad 


> oppos’d Mu- Medtliall, 389 ; dies, + j > ; opi.ff'on of tliC 
[uioiir by the iM.ili »rnctaa doctwj-, concerning him, 391. 

• Youkmna, governor of the c.otle of Aleppo, 
isbto, y>i. 2<5j; engages (Juab Is bn Damar^t, :*0i ; 

„ us under • persecutes the Ah-lTkiiK, 26; , kid , lusbro* 
th<?ir opinimij ther John, "Oj f tui ns Mahoumbiu, 267; is 

; ihe right ofF taken yirisouer by Tljgoihmis las cousin, 

xt»3- 1 ; releas’d hy la-on, 2^9; goes to Ami* 

b * ot *i, 270 ; surprise i Tripoli, •*?«;, • 


Umtaiiuus, is a title which ita Mahometans Zaeat, that part of a man’s substance which 


, giory in, 274. * 0 

WaUting stick, the, of Mahomet" 549. 


is consecrated to religious uses, 164, 

Zeid, M^Jiomcl’s slave, who was the second 
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person that acknowledged his inspiration, 
upon which he gave him his liberty, jhj. 

Zein Kbit Waheb, 1:77. Zeid, the son of 
Athom, rebukes (Jbeidollah for st liking Ho- 
sein’s head over the mouth, 37S. Zeid, the 
son of Saurhan, 317, 

Zcid, the son of Thabet, his singular learning 
and modesty, wutus 1* fpr copy the 
Alcoran (seen by one of my *111 1 hors) at the 
command of Othmau the rhahpli, 346. 

Zeinab, Alt'* Ulster, confronts* Obcidollah, 
378 ; and Yerid, 380 ; she, at the 1 'que^L of ^ 
her sister Phaicmah, presents their glide 
<t.'ith both Ttlieir jewels, 3S1. ^ 

Zem/cfh, a pit at Meccah, which tne Arabians 


affirm to be the sdrne that the angel shewed 
to HSfc.ir and Islhaael, Gen. xxi, T9, 412. 

Zentil, king in . the, Turks, .threatened by 
ifeja^, and is obliged to f^liVer up his 
enemy Abdurrahman,^ »$-■, | .» 

Zeweil.ih, 294. Ziyaxi/flie. sdb ot ifimtelab, 
espouseth tin! cai<|s orAli, 513. . 

3 iyad, the son of Somyalt, made licutensfttof 
Jkisoiah, 327 ; liis jnsfcce, 3®S ; is owned by 
•Moafa'iyefc for his* brother,^ 3 ; his exem- 
plary ;^ei$ty, 445: eloquence. M s lieu- 
tenancies, 34b ; is affronted by .Heir, 347. 

Zobcir lwlls the f> refect uftAmmaii, At&. Zo- 

0 heir, (or A/«)beir,) j\1i’s enemy, Vfjos ; is 
killed .^20. / 4 ^.icir, the Saracen, jlus bra- 
ver>%in the invasfbn of Africa, 2*0.- 


f 

THE V END. 
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